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The use of porcupine quills in Mi'kmaw artwork is a long-standing tradition,
from complex patterns on clothing and moccasing to beautifully crafted

quillboxes, Mi'kmaw quillboxes became popular in the “made-for-trade™
economies of the 18th century, with quillwork expanding later to chairs, tables

- and eradles. Some motifs are linked to particular families (e, Thomas or
\i Williams), who have passed their styles down through generations.
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Quillbaxes are made from quills, birch bark and spruce root. Sections are
created separately, and then fit together to create a finished box. Each box
includes a base made of birch bark or wood, the inner birch bark liner,
rings of spruce root (often decorated with quills), and the lid. Over time, the
\‘\\ \ / woh and technigues have evolved from bone awl to modern hole punches.
Maskwn

Design is an intricate process. Imagine entire boxes, tables, or chairs being = Finished Basket
- Blrch Bark /@ covered with quills, that are no longer than two inches each. Design

methods include using a drawing compass and birch bark biting (an
Ty vgy o art form of its own). Much time is spent creating these exquisite
C lempl 1 patterns, which require great patience to execute. The final
- Spruce Root ' step is to assemble the box—fitting the sections into each
T \ other like a pazzle,
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