
Correctional Services 
Policy & Procedures 

 
Chapter: Youth Sentence Administration Classification: Public Document 

Subject: Conversion of an IRCS Sentence to a Youth Sentence 

For: Entire Division Authorized by Executive Director 

 

Page 1 of 3 Dated Issued: December 1, 2007 
Date of Last Revision: December 1, 2007 
Current Revision Date:  June 30, 2021 

Subject No. 21.06.00 

 

1. Policy 
 

1.1 Correctional Services may, as appropriate, may apply to the Youth Justice 
Court to convert an IRCS sentence to a Custody and Supervision Order.  

 
2.  Procedures 
 

2.1 When a Youth Justice Court reviews an IRCS sentence in accordance 
with Section 94 YCJA, it may, upon the recommendation of the Provincial 
Director convert an IRCS sentence to a youth sentence under section 
2.1.1 42(2)(q) YCJA if the offence was murder, or 
2.1.2 42(2)(n) or (o) if the offence was not murder 

   
2.2 The Executive Director will approve any application to convert the IRCS 

sentence, see Policy and Procedures, 21.07.00, Automatic and Optional 
reviews of Youth Custodial Sentences. 

 
2.3 Prior to requesting permission to convert the IRCS sentence to a Custody 

and Supervision Order, designated Correctional Services staff will 
consider reducing or altering the level of intensity of IRCS services, 
particularly toward the end of the sentence. 

 
2.4 When the young person (YP) or parent/guardian wishes to initiate a review 

to convert an IRCS Order, they will be advised  
2.4.1 required therapeutic programs and rehabilitative services may not 

be available in the absence of IRCS funding 
2.4.2 the Provincial Director may oppose an application to convert and 
2.4.3 encouraged to seek a variation of the conditions of the order 

  
3. Transfer to An Adult Provincial Correctional Facility 
 

3.1 Sections 92 and 93 YCJA provide for the transfer of the custody portion of 
an IRCS sentence, to an adult facility, see Policy and Procedures, 
21.05.00, Youth Sentences Served in Adult Correctional Facilities.  
 

3.2 Transfer of a YP serving an IRCS sentence to an adult correctional facility 
will only be initiated with the approval of the Executive Director.  

 

https://filenet.cio.gov.ns.ca/navigator/bookmark.jsp?desktop=JustCorrections&repositoryId=Justice&repositoryType=p8&docid=PoliciesandProcedures%2C%7B00A684FF-F8DD-4E69-8452-DD3001D9487B%7D%2C%7B671F6398-6036-4855-BFBD-2C80955046A2%7D&mimeType=application%2Fvnd.openxmlformats-officedocument.wordprocessingml.document&template_name=PoliciesandProcedures&version=released&vsId=%7BD2988666-A9B8-4E95-AD06-76E0A6615F1B%7D
https://filenet.cio.gov.ns.ca/navigator/bookmark.jsp?desktop=JustCorrections&repositoryId=Justice&repositoryType=p8&docid=PoliciesandProcedures%2C%7B00A684FF-F8DD-4E69-8452-DD3001D9487B%7D%2C%7B671F6398-6036-4855-BFBD-2C80955046A2%7D&mimeType=application%2Fvnd.openxmlformats-officedocument.wordprocessingml.document&template_name=PoliciesandProcedures&version=released&vsId=%7BD2988666-A9B8-4E95-AD06-76E0A6615F1B%7D
https://filenet.cio.gov.ns.ca/navigator/bookmark.jsp?desktop=JustCorrections&repositoryId=Justice&repositoryType=p8&docid=PoliciesandProcedures%2C%7B00A684FF-F8DD-4E69-8452-DD3001D9487B%7D%2C%7B69E3B3CE-9A79-4EBB-B471-E13301B0C06D%7D&mimeType=application%2Fpdf&template_name=PoliciesandProcedures&version=released&vsId=%7B1C6B2259-1A6F-497E-8DEE-303774C7D823%7D
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3.3 The provisions of the Federal/Provincial IRCS Cost Sharing Agreement 
will continue to apply while the YP is serving the IRCS sentence in a 
provincial adult correctional facility and upon release to Conditional 
Supervision. 

 
3.4 The Director will ensure upon transfer to a provincial adult correctional 

facility, arrangements are made for the following operational and treatment 
requirements 
3.4.1 annual and optional reviews of sentence 
3.4.2 reviews for setting Conditional Supervision conditions 
3.4.3 scheduling of case conferences 
3.4.4 provision of treatment services as required under the IRCS Joint 

Treatment Plan 
3.4.5 other IRCS related operational requirements 

 
4. Conversion of an IRCS Sentence to an Adult Sentence 
 

4.1 Where a YP is sentenced to an adult term of imprisonment and is also 
serving an IRCS sentence, the youth sentence will be converted to an 
adult sentence, both sentences are merged, and deemed to constitute one 
adult sentence. 

 
4.2 While therapeutic services continue to be provided by the province, in a 

provincial adult correctional facility, federal funding for eligible services will 
be maintained for as the period of the original IRCS sentence would have 
remained in force if not for the conversion to an adult sentence. 

 
4.3 If the new merged adult sentence results in the immediate release of the 

YP from adult custody, Correctional Services will discontinue all IRCS 
funding related treatment.  

 
4.4 If therapeutic services are continued, the Manager, Correctional Services 

will ensure administrative procedures are implemented to maintain records 
and documents to support eligible cost recoveries. 
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5. Early Release to Conditional Supervision 
 

5.1 In accordance with Section 96 YCJA, designated Correctional Services 
staff may apply to the youth justice court recommending that a YP serving 
the custody portion of an IRCS sentence be released on conditional 
supervision in accordance with Policy and Procedures, 20.02.00, Release 
to Conditional Supervision.  

 
5.2 Prior to making an application, designated Correctional Services staff will 

consult with the IRCS the Manager, Correctional Services and the case 
management team to ensure the proposed early release is consistent with 
the IRCS Joint Treatment Plan. 

 
 

https://filenet.cio.gov.ns.ca/navigator/bookmark.jsp?desktop=JustCorrections&repositoryId=Justice&repositoryType=p8&docid=PoliciesandProcedures%2C%7B00A684FF-F8DD-4E69-8452-DD3001D9487B%7D%2C%7B27A94C87-E1BA-46EC-B972-C6B83C339897%7D&mimeType=application%2Fpdf&template_name=PoliciesandProcedures&version=released&vsId=%7B0D8F38F2-5169-4669-B62B-4A8C1D36534E%7D
https://filenet.cio.gov.ns.ca/navigator/bookmark.jsp?desktop=JustCorrections&repositoryId=Justice&repositoryType=p8&docid=PoliciesandProcedures%2C%7B00A684FF-F8DD-4E69-8452-DD3001D9487B%7D%2C%7B27A94C87-E1BA-46EC-B972-C6B83C339897%7D&mimeType=application%2Fpdf&template_name=PoliciesandProcedures&version=released&vsId=%7B0D8F38F2-5169-4669-B62B-4A8C1D36534E%7D

