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From the Editor
2013 may be winding to a close but Forest Health is still busy with

forest insect surveys. This issue has the results from the spruce
budworm pheromone trap survey and the gypsy moth pheromone trap
surveys. There’s very interesting stuff happening in the spruce budworm
world.

We’ve had quite a few samples of the western conifer seed bug come
in for identification lately, so it’s the topic of the Insect Focus.

Also, I’ve added a small warning from my small dog to still be on the
lookout for blacklegged ticks.

‘Til next time,

  ]tvÖâ|
Editing . . . a Rewording Activity

Say What? And Quote Quips!
The odds of going to the store for a loaf of bread
and coming out with only a loaf of bread are three
billion to one. -E. Bombeck

If you want to avoid heated arguments, never
discuss religion, politics, or whether the toilet paper
roll should go over or under. -A. Yankovic

I dream of a better tomorrow, where chickens can
cross the road and not be questioned about their
motives. -Unknown

Life expectancy would grow by leaps and bounds if
green vegetables smelled as good as bacon.
-Unknown

A lot of people like snow. I find it
to be an unnecessary freezing of
water. -Carl Reiner 

Why do people say “no offense” right before they’re
about to offend you? -Unknown

We hope that, when the insects take over the world,
they will remember with gratitude how we took them
along on all our picnics. -B. Vaughan

I am an optimist. It does not seem too much use
being anything else. -W. Churchill
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Western Conifer Seed Bug
Jeff Ogden

The western conifer seed bug, Leptoglossus occidentalis, is a species of true bug (Hemiptera) in the family
Coreidae, the leaf-footed bugs. It was originally native to western Canada and the United States but has
expanded its range steadily eastward across North America and has recently become an invasive species in
parts of Europe.

Hosts

Within its native range the western conifer seed bug feeds on
developing seeds of young cones of various species of conifer trees.
The insect uses its long piercing mouthpart (proboscis) to suck the
contents from individual seeds, leaving no apparent visible damage
to the cone itself. This feeding causes seed abortion and obvious
reduction in viable seed production.  In North America it is
considered a minor pest outside of plantations and cone orchards.
Species affected include numerous pine species, White spruce,
Douglas fir and Pistachios in Europe. 

Life History

The eggs of the western conifer seed bug are laid
mid to late spring in small groups on the needles
and stems of the host plant. Eggs hatch within
three weeks and the immature nymphs begin
feeding on the seeds of maturing cones. The
nymphs rapidly develop, going through five growth
stages, or instars, before becoming adults by late
summer. The adults are approximately 16-20
millimetres, males being smaller than females and
are predominantly reddish brown in colour with
banded, flat, back legs. 

In North America there is only one generation per
year, while as many as two in warmer climates of
Europe and Mexico. Here in the less tropical

regions of the world, the adults over winter in
groups under bark or other natural habitats, as well
as in homes and other man-made structures. It is
when they begin entering homes in the fall that
they become a household pest. Unlike their cousin
the assassin bugs, the western conifer seed bug
cannot harm humans with their proboscis but do
give off an unpleasant odor if handled roughly. In
the home they do, very rarely, cause structural
damage when they pierce some types of
polyethylene tubing resulting in leakage. 

In the spring the adults emerge from their
overwintering sites to feed, mate and lay eggs,
living until mid summer. 

Control

Currently there are no products registered in Canada for the control of western conifer seed bug in seed
crops. Within the home the only control is exclusion, meaning sealing entrances around doors, windows, attics
etc. 

Fig. 1  Western conifer seed bug (enlarged).
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Willow’s Warning
Jacqui Gordon

This warning comes from my dog, Willow:
blacklegged ticks are out there looking for lunch on
warm fall and winter days.

During the third week of November I removed a
well-fed blacklegged tick from my dog. Just thought
I’d pass on a reminder that we are not safe from the
bloodsucking little critters yet. Any day that is above
5EC is a day to be on the lookout for hungry
blacklegged ticks.

Although Natural Resources no longer identifies or
prepares ticks for testing, you can contact the Nova
Scotia Museum of Natural History with tick inquiries.

Tick Identification

Nova Scotia Museum
1747 Summer Street
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Canada
B3H 3A6

Attention: Andrew Hebda

Phone: (902) 424-7353

Shubenacadie Provincial Wildlife Park
Presents

An Excellent Free Educational Experience

When? the 4th Saturday of the month, 2014.
1:00pm - 2:30pm

Where? Ducks Unlimited Centre
Shubenacadie Prov. Wildlife Park

Please phone 902-758-7094 after 10:00am on
Saturday to confirm due to the possibility of
weather concerns.

1. Jan. 25, 2014: Helene Van Doninck -
Wildlife Rehabilitation

2. Feb. 22, 2014: Andrew Hebda - 
Invasive Species

3. Mar. 22, 2014: Gwenyth Jones - 
Symbiosis in Nature

4. Apr. 26, 2014: Emily Gratton -
Learn to Camp Presentation.

5. May. 24 , 2014: Jana Cheverie -
Ducks Unlimited presentation on GIS and
Wetland success stories

For more information email:
legacycentre@gov.ns.ca
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Fig. 2  Results from the spruce budworm pheromone trap survey, 2013. 
Inset image: spruce budworm moth. Source Natural Resources Canada, Canadian Forest Service.

Fig. 3  Multipher trap and
pheromone used in spruce
budworm pheromone trap
survey.

Project Updates back to page 1

Spruce Budworm Pheromone Traps
Justin Smith

2013 has been a big year in the spruce budworm trapping world. We have
recorded our highest percentage of positive trap catches and average moths per
trap in 20 years. SBW moths were caught in 135 of the 147 traps placed province
wide with the highest numbers found in Taylor Head (Halifax Co.), Pembroke Lake
Road (Inverness Co.) and St. Joseph DuMoine (Inverness Co.) yielding 206 moths,
192 moths and 186 moths respectively.
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Fig. 4 Gypsy moth Multi-per pheromone trap results, 2013. Inset image: Multi-pher 2 trap used in this survey.

Gypsy Moth Pheromone Trap Surveys
Jacqui Gordon

Gypsy moth are monitored using two types of pheromone traps: the multi-pher and the delta. Both contain a
pheromone that attracts the male gypsy moth. The multi-pher traps are placed across the province to give a
snapshot of the population. The delta traps are placed in the non-regulated zone to help define the spread of
the gypsy moth population. All traps are placed by Pest Detection Officers in mid-July and collected mid-
September.

Multi-pher Trap Survey
18 traps were placed across Nova Scotia. The highest moth capture came from the trap in Lunenburg (1052

moths), up slightly from 2012 (913 moths). All other traps except Margaree Depot and Churchover remained in
the same catch category as 2012. Margaree went from a Low (in 2012) to Zero (in 2013), but since the catch
in 2012 was only one moth, the change is not significant. Churchover increased from Moderate (287 moths in
2012) to High (477 moths in 2013). No defoliation was reported in 2013.
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Delta Trap Survey

Delta traps are placed outside of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) regulated zone. The purpose
of this survey is to help determine whether the population of gypsy moth has spread. As with many insect
surveys, this is a first step that is used to determine where more intensive surveys are needed. Ten traps are
placed in a designated town and the combined results are used to create the population category.

The only change in population category from 2012 was in Sherbrooke.
Results from 2012 were Zero and from 2013 were Low, but since only one
moth was caught, there is no need for additional surveys.

Fig. 5  Delta trap used in this
survey.

Fig. 6  Results from the gypsy moth delta trap survey, 2013.
Inset image: male gypsy moth. Source Natural Resources Canada, Canadian Forest Service.
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the last laugh  . . . back to page 1

My husband and I purchased an old home in Northern New York State from two elderly
sisters. 
Winter was fast approaching and I was concerned about the house's lack of insulation. "If
they could live here all those years, so can we!" my husband confidently declared.

One November night the temperature plunged to below zero, and we woke up to find interior
walls covered with frost. My husband called the sisters to ask how they had kept the house

warm. After a rather brief conversation, he hung up.

"For the past 30 years," he muttered, "they've gone to Florida for the winter."

Repairing the phone

A friend of mine was a frequent user of a pay telephone at a popular truck stop, and was
greatly inconvenienced when the phone went out of commission.

Repeated requests for repair brought only promises.
After several days, the phone company was again contacted and told that there was no

longer a rush.
The phone was now working fine--except that all money was being returned upon completion of each call.
A repairman arrived within the hour!

Tom was so excited about his promotion to Vice President of the company he worked for and kept bragging
about it to his wife for weeks on end. 

Finally she couldn't take it any longer, and told him, "Listen, it means nothing, they even
have a vice president of peas at the grocery store!"

"Really?" he said. Not sure if this was true or not, Tom decided to call the grocery store. 
A clerk answers and Tom says "Can I please talk to the Vice President of peas?" 
The clerk replies "Canned or frozen?" 

“Cash, check or charge?" I asked after folding items the woman wished to purchase. As she fumbled for her
wallet, I notice a remote control for a television set in her purse. 

"Do you always carry your TV remote?" I asked. 
"No," she replied. "But my husband refused to come shopping with me, so I

figured this was the most evil thing I could do to him." 


