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Crown lands are public assets managed by the 
Department of Natural Resources. Crown lands 
can be used for such things as economic develop-
ment, recreation, and protection of biodiversity. We 
have adopted a proactive approach to land asset 
management and have identified that availability of 
Crown lands can be an important component for 
economic and social enterprises and for communi-
ty development. 

One way that we manage Crown lands are through 
long-term land leases. We issue leases in re-
sponse to individual applications or as a result of a 
public tendering process initiated by us. 

HOW TO LEASE CROWN LAND 

1  Review our Crown Land Leasing Policy, which 
sets out the process for leasing Crown land: no-
vascotia.ca/natr/land/leasing.asp 

2  Study the guidelines, which explain the process 
and requirements for applying for a Crown land 
lease: 
novascotia.ca/natr/land/pdf/2013-05-03_ Guide-
lines_Applicants_Crown_Land_Leasing.pdf 

The guidelines set out 
 	 general information on accessing Crown land 
 	 who can apply (eligibility) 
 	 how to make an application 
 	 requirements of a development plan 
 	 fees and other requirements such as land  

	 surveys, land market value appraisals, and  
	 financial securities or performance bonds 
 	 renewal and monitoring for lease  

	 compliance. 

3  Identify the Crown land that would support your 
project. 

4  You can apply online or download an applica-
tion form from our website. For more information, 
please visit our website:
novascotia.ca/natr/land/application.asp

TIME 
Leasing Crown land includes a number of steps 
that can make the process take longer than leas-
ing privately owned land. These steps include: 
 	 integrated resource management review to  

	 determine how the activity could impact  
	 other programs and priorities 
  	consultation with the Mi’kmaq of Nova  

	 Scotia to determine if the activity could 
	 impact Aboriginal and treaty rights 
  obtaining the approval of the Minister or 

	 Cabinet.
 

Contact the Department of Natural Resources  
Land Services Branch for further information 
902-424-4006


