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Background
The intent of this Municipal/Provincial Joint Advisory Group (M/P JAG) is to ensure that key issues

of importance facing Nova Scotia municipalities regarding water and wastewater management are
brought forward during the development and implementation of the following two strategies:
o Water Resource Management Strategy for Nova Scotia

e Canada-wide Strategy for the Management of Municipal Wastewater Effluent (MWWE)

Originally formed in 2005, the M/P JAG focussed solely on the MWWE strategy development. A
determination was made to broaden the mandate of the group to include water management
initiatives and a renewed Terms of Reference (attached) was signed in September 2008. An

‘Annual Report’ is required under the Terms of Reference.

Advisory Group Structure

As municipalities are the key stakeholders in many environmental initiatives undertaken in the
province, and in some cases significant investment may be required in order to implement
programs, it is important to ensure effective communication opportunity exists with the two levels of
government - municipal and provincial. The collaborative representation (membership list
attached) on the Joint Advisory Group includes members from:

e Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities (UNSM)

e Association of Municipal Administrators of Nova Scotia (AMANS)

e Province of Nova Scotia represented by:

o Nova Scotia Environment (NSE)

o0 Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations (SNSMR)



Meetings Held

The M/P JAG ‘Terms of Reference’ indicates a requirement to meet on a quarterly basis, or as
mutually agreed upon. For the term of this report, three meetings were held on the following dates:
e April 28", 2009
e September 29", 2009
e February 2™, 2010

Key Topics Discussed

The key topics discussed by the M/P JAG in the past year include the following:
e Provincial Water Strategy
o Goals, tasks and timelines
o0 Stakeholder consultation sessions
0 Key linkages with other provincial and federal departments, related topics (i.e.:
Coastal Action Plan; Wetlands Policy), and other key stakeholders
o Communication with municipal planners
0 Presentation updates at municipal-related conferences
o MWWE Strategy
0 Goals, timelines and strategy implementation requirements, issues and concerns
o Initial risk ranking meetings with municipalities
0 Wastewater regulations under the federal Fisheries Act
o0 Infrastructure funding opportunities and limitations
e Revised Provincial Drinking Water Treatment Standards
o Identified the need for proposed revisions and the timelines for the public comment
period
¢ Infrastructure Funding
o0 Current funding mechanisms accessible to address municipal upgrade requirements

0 Budgetary concerns and limitations related to funding programs

Key Deliverables

A main focus of the M/P JAG is to provide communication linkages and mechanisms between the
municipal units and the province. The regular M/P JAG meetings and newsletters provide for this
regarding the municipal political and administrative communication. However, it has been deemed
critical to ensure that opportunity should be taken to communicate with municipal technical and
operations staff.
¢ Sharing minutes with another key stakeholder group that includes technical representatives
from the Municipal Public Works Association of Nova Scotia (MPWANS)
¢ Providing water and wastewater related presentations and updates as required to meetings
and conferences of UNSM, AMANS, and MPWANS and with industry associations —



Atlantic Canada Water & Wastewater Association (ACWWA) and Maritime Provinces Water
& Wastewater Association (MPWWA). Presentations were made during the report period
for the following:

0 Municipal meetings for MWWE Initial Risk Ranking, (province-wide) August-

October, 2009;

o ACWWA (Halifax), October 2009

o MPWANS (Wolfville), October 2009

o0 UNSM (Halifax), November 2009

e The Editorial Board released the 2" newsletter produced by the current M/P JAG in

February 2010 and posted on associated websites. There were three newsletters produced

by the previous M/P JAG and are also available online.

Summary
There are regular discussions regarding the value and effectiveness of the M/P JAG. There is a

consensus that the meetings and other communication opportunities and exchanges play an
important role in municipal/provincial collaboration, specific to water and wastewater issues. The
meetings are well attended, open and balanced discussions are held, and there is a high level of
mutual respect for the roles and responsibilities of the different levels of government and the need

to continue to work together to protect human health and the environment.
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TERMS OF REFERENCE

MUNICIPAL/PROVINCIAL JOINT ADVISORY GROUP
on
Water & Wastewater Management in Nova Scotia

Nova Scotia Environment (NSE) promotes the protection and responsible management of Nova
Scotia’s water resources. Municipalities also play an important role in the overall protection and
management of water and wastewater systems, and water resources. They manage the day-to-
day operation and monitoring of the water and wastewater treatment systems; they are also key in
protecting potable watersheds, protecting and conserving wetlands, and the sustainable use and
development of coastal areas in the province.

Effective communication and contribution from stakeholders and partners will be key in the
development of water resource management initiatives in the province. Two important water-
related initiatives currently underway include a comprehensive Water Resource Management
Strategy for Nova Scotia, and a Canada-wide Strateqgy for the Management of Municipal
Wastewater Effluent (MWWE). Municipalities have a considerable stake in the development of
these initiatives that match to municipal priorities, and NSE recognizes that municipalities need to
be fully engaged in the development and implementation of these strategies. To effectively
facilitate municipal input to these strategies, NSE has created a Municipal/Provincial Joint Advisory
Group comprising of representatives from the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities (UNSM), the
Association of Municipal Administrators of Nova Scotia (AMANS), and the Province of Nova Scotia.

Intent and Mandate:

The intent of this Municipal/Provincial Joint Advisory Group will be to ensure that key issues of
importance facing Nova Scotia municipalities regarding water and wastewater management are
brought forward during the development and implementation of the above mentioned strategies.
The Joint Advisory Group will provide opportunity to effectively discuss critical issues and concerns
to Nova Scotia municipalities, and to work together to ensure they are addressed. The Joint
Advisory Group may also consider other relevant aspects of municipal/provincial water resource
activities, as referred to the Joint Advisory Group, with the agreement of the UNSM and AMANS
Executives and the Minister.

The collaborative effort between the Province and the municipal sector is intended to improve the
manner in which water-related policies and programs are developed and implemented in the
Province. The creation of the Joint Advisory Group will formalize a process for municipal input.

Chaired by NSE, the Joint Advisory Group will meet on a quarterly basis, or as mutually agreed
upon between the parties, to discuss matters of importance and relevance to the two strategies.
An annual report will be submitted to the UNSM and AMANS Presidents and the Minister of
Environment.

The Municipal/Provincial Joint Advisory Group will remain in effect for three (3) years. A review will
be undertaken in the final year of the mandate whereupon a determination will be made regarding
dissolution or extension of the group.

Composition:
It is agreed that the Municipal/Provincial Joint Advisory Group will comprise of no more than three

(3) members from the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities, three (3) members from the Association
of Municipal Administrators of Nova Scotia, and four (4) members from the Province of Nova
Scotia.

/,?),, 4 /%(2@,1,% /ZLM M) % / 2{{/

Thé"Horourable Mark Parent ' Deputy Mayor Robert A. Wrye Brian Keizer 4
Minister of Environment President, UNSM President, AMANS

Dated: September 19, 2008
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Jurisdiction

Lead

Alternate

Union of Nova Scotia
Municipalities

Councillor Kevin Saccary

Cape Breton Regional Municipality
335 Long Beach Road

Port Morien, NS B1B 1G2

Phone: (902) 737-2821

Fax: (902) 737-3003

E-mail: ksaccary@cbrm.ns.ca

Mayor Bob Taylor

Municipality of the County of Colchester
PO Box 697

Truro, NS B2N 5E7

Phone: (902) 897-3160

Fax: (902) 895-9983

E-mail: mayor@cholchester.ca

Councillor John Kellegrew

Municipality of the County of Cumberland
E. D. Fullerton Municipal Building

1395 Blair Lake Road, R R # 6

Amherst, N. S., B4H 3Y4

Phone: (902) 667-2313

Fax: (902) 667-1352

E-mail: '!kelIegrew@cumberlandcountv.ns.ca

Debbie Nielson (observer)
Sustainability Coordinator, UNSM
1809 Barrington Street, Suite 1106
Halifax, NS

Phone: (902) 423-8312

Email: dnielsen@eastlink.ca

Association of Municipal
Administrators Nova
Scotia

Gordon Wilson, Deputy CAO
Municipality of the District of Digby

PO Box 429

Digby, NS B0V 1A0

Phone: (902) 245-4777

Fax: (902) 245-5748

E-mail: gwilson@municpality.digby.ns.ca

Kelly Rice, Clerk Treasurer

Village of Lawrencetown

PO Box 38

Lawrencetown, NS BO0S 1M0

Phone: (902) 584-3082

Fax: (902) 584-3878

E-mail: villagelawrencetown@ns.aliantzinc.ca




Richard MacLellan, Acting Manager
Sustainable Environment Management Office
Halifax Regional Municipality

Phone: (902) 490-6056

Fax: (902) 490-5862

E-mail: maclelri@halifax.ca

Nova Scotia Environment

David Briggins, Manager (Chair)
Water and Wastewater Branch
PO Box 442

Halifax, NS B3J 2P8

Phone: (902) 424-2571

Fax: (902) 424-0501

E-mail: briggidr@gov.ns.ca

Jeff Garnhum, Acting Regional Manager
Central Region - Bedford

30 Damascus Road Suite 115 (as of Feb/2010)
Bedford, NS B4A 0C1

Phone: (902) 527-8285

Fax: (902) 424-0597

E-mail: garnhuja@gov.ns.ca

Jason Dauphinee-Muise, A/Manager
Water Program Services

30 Damascus Road Suite 115 (as of
Feb/2010)

Bedford, NS B4A 0C1

Phone: (902) 521-1559

Fax: (902) 424-0597

E-mail: dauphijs@gov.ns.ca

Stefan Furey, Engineer Specialist
Water and Wastewater Brach

PO Box 442

Halifax, NS B3J 2P8

Phone: (902) 424-4743

Fax: (902) 424-0501

E-mail: fureysm@gov.ns.ca

Alan Benninger, Program
Administrator Officer

Water and Wastewater Branch
218 MacSween Street, Suite 12
Port Hawkesbury, NS B9A 2J9
Phone: (902) 625-4285

Fax: (902) 625-3722
E-mail: benninaj@gov.ns.ca

Jessica Paterson, Water Strategy Coordinator
Water and Wastewater Branch

PO Box 442

Halifax, NS B3J 2P8

Phone: (902) 424-2059

Fax: (902) 424-0501

E-mail: patersim@gov.ns.ca

Service Nova Scotia and
Municipal Relations

Marvin MacDonald

Director, Grants and Programs

Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations
PO Box 216

Halifax, NS B3J 2M4

Phone: (902) 424-3858

Fax: (902) 424-0821

E-mail: mrmacdon@gov.ns.ca

Aileen Waller-Hebb, Manager
Corporate Services

Service Nova Scotia and Municipal
Relations

PO Box 216

Halifax, NS B3J 2M4

Phone: (902) 424-7414

Fax: (902) 424-0821

E-mail: wallerae@gov.ns.ca




