
Prismatic Listings 
 
(music) 
Prismatic Qawwali Party 
Music Room  October 10 and 13 – 7:30pm  
$20 at www.onelighttheatre.com or 425-6812 
 
Dinuk Wijeratne 
With: Kinan Azmeh, clarinet; Mark Adam, Ken Shorley, percussion; Nova Scotia Youth 
Orchestra Chamber Ensemble; Dinuk Wijeratne, piano 
 
Prismatic Qawwali Party is an acclaimed composition by one of Halifax’s most 
innovative musicians, Dinuk Wijeratne, reflecting his fascination for influences as 
diverse as Sufi devotional music, Nusrat Khan, and even American Minimalism. This 
extended, semi-improvised piece heavily features Dinuk's musical collaborator Kinan 
Azmeh, accompanied by percussionists Mark Adam and Ken Shorley, the Chamber 
Ensemble of the NSYO, and the composer himself on piano.  
  
With special guests: 
Marinda+Solari ( October 10) – an acoustic duo based in Toronto that borrows from the 
folk traditions of the Americas, Europe and West Africa. Their orchestration is sharp, 
their voices unique, and the space in their music purposeful. 
  
Kathaka  (October 13) – an Indian classical dance solo (Kasturi Mishra) accompanied by 
renowned tabla player and singer, Ravi Singh, both of Ottawa. Kathak is among the six 
major classical dances of India and one of the most dynamic theatre arts in the world. The 
word Kathak is derived from katha, meaning "the art of storytelling." 
 
 
(theatre) 
Almighty Voice and His Wife 
The Sir James Dunn Theatre  October 12 - 4pm and 8pm 
$24 at www.onelighttheatre.com or 425-6812 
 
Native Earth Performing Arts 
This play, written by Aboriginal playwright, Daniel David Moses, and produced by 
Toronto’s Native Earth Performing Arts, tells the story of Almighty Voice who was 
persecuted for hunting on Crown lands.  
 
The first act tells the story of the accidental martyr and how his quest for food – a wild 
cow that supposedly was on Crown land– led to more than a year of running from the 
Mounties. The second act is a macabre reenactment of how Almighty Voice was 
demonized and feminized – all done in white face and all taking place in Almighty 
Voice’s afterlife. 
 



“We are so incredibly excited to unearth this riveting play about the absurdity of 
colonialism,” says Artistic Director, Yvette Nolan. 
 
This production was recently staged in Toronto at Theatre Passe Muraille and in London, 
England as part of the Origins Festival. Prismatic is proud to be hosting the Atlantic 
Canadian debut of Almighty Voice and His Wife. 
 
 
(theatre) 
PHOTOG: an imaginary look at the uncompromising life of Thomas Smith. Inspired 
by the personal interviews of conflict photographers working in the field. 
The Sir James Dunn Theatre  October 14 - 4pm & 8pm 
$24 at www.onelighttheatre.com or 425-6812 
 
Boca del Lupo  
As one of Vancouver’s most innovative and dynamic theatre companies, Boca del Lupo 
examines the juxtapositions and internal struggles that many conflict photographers 
experience between foreign soil and home turf; between privilege and suffering; between 
disconnect and belonging; between war and peace. 
  
This exploration of one conflict photographer’s final moments aims to reconcile a life of 
extreme landscapes, incorporating verbatim text, dazzling physicality, computer 
animation, video and traditional theatre. The end result is a deeper connection between 
our own lives and the lives of those we see in the news every day. 
 
Boca del Lupo specializes in experimental theatre productions and spectacular outdoor 
presentations while focusing on collaborations with international, national and regional 
artists. Prismatic audiences will get a sneak peek at PHOTOG before it officially debuts 
at Toronto’s Harbourfront Center. 
 
 
(spoken word) 
Verbatim 
Sonic Temple    October 14 and 15 - 9pm 
$15 at www.onelighttheatre.com or 425-6812 
 
Shauntay Grant, Desiree Adams, Native Son, Zaccheus Jackson and Donna-Michelle St. 
Bernard  
With: Silvio Pupo on piano, Gary Steed on drums and Bruce Burton on bass 
 
Halifax’s Poet Laureate, Shauntay Grant brings Canada’s most talented culturally diverse 
and Aboriginal spoken word artists together for two nights of performances, accompanied 
by live music, in Sonic Temple an intimate, downtown venue.  
 
Shauntay Grant 



Shauntay is an award-winning writer, spoken word performer, broadcast journalist and 
musician. She shares her blend of poetry and music internationally at festivals and events. 
 
Desiree Adams 
Desiree uses various forms of spoken word and performance poetry to share her original 
“often bitter or somber in tone” works.   
 
Native Son 
Native Son is a poet, writer, spoken word artist, motivational speaker, storyteller, 
musician, and performance artist. He combines history, social, political issues to 
enlighten and bring fresh new perspectives about the world we live in.  
 
Zaccheus Jackson 
Zaccheus infuses his poetry with rapid-fire delivery, gritty street tales, intricate rhyme 
patterns and social criticism. This "East Van ghetto poet" will leave you counting 
syllables in your sleep. 
 
Donna-Michelle St. Bernard 
Donna-Michelle is a wordsmith working in hip-hop, spoken word, theatre and 
interdisciplinary creation. She is General Manager of Native Earth Performing Arts and 
Artistic Director of New Harlem Productions. 
 
 
(dance) 
Junkyard/Paradise 
Sir James Dunn Theatre  October 16 – 4pm & 8pm 
$24 at www.onelighttheatre.com or 425-6812 
 
Mayday Dance 
Prismatic is proud to present the Canadian debut of this Montreal-based dance company’s 
new work which had its world debut in France in Spring 2010. The dance piece is a 
simultaneous diptych exploring the contradictions of everyday life. Junkyard/Paradise 
depicts a garden of debris coexisting with a Garden of Eden. 
 
The harsh reality of developing countries and the daily struggle of their impoverished 
populations strengthened Mayday Dance founder Mélanie Demers’s belief that the role of 
art is to address political issues and to stimulate a debate of ideas. Junkyard/Paradis has 
been created from this point of view. An emerging star in Canadian dance, Mélanie 
Demers has choreographed fifteen works and has been presented in some thirty cities 
across Europe, America, Africa and Asia.     
 
 
(music) 
Maureen Smith and Dinuk Wijeratne 
The Music Room   October 17, 7:30pm 
$20 at www.onelighttheatre.com or 425-6812 



 
Maureen, who hails from North Preston and Dinuk, who is Sri Lankan and was raised in 
Dubai, are both pianists and composers who hail from distinct cultural backgrounds.  
 
Dinuk made his Carnegie Hall debut in 2004 as a conductor, composer and pianist, 
performing with Yo Yo Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble. Dinuk has also appeared at 
Opera Bastille (Paris), the Kennedy Center (Washington DC), Der Philharmonie (Berlin) 
and has toured the Middle East. His music and collaborative work embrace the great 
diversity of his international background and influences. 
 
Maureen is currently studying vocal jazz with Ryan Billington at St. Francis Xavier 
University. Since the age of five, she has been a singer as well as a pianist. Her musical 
roots stem from a long list of great family musicians including Wallace Smith Sr. and Jr., 
former members of The Gospel Heirs and Carson and Murray Downey of the Carson 
Downey Band. 
 
This night of music will feature original works by both artists and the debut of a special 
collaborative piece commissioned by Prismatic.  
 
 
(film) 
Best of the Indigenous Fest & The NIMAC Documentary Project 
The Sir James Dunn Theatre  October 17 – 11:00am & 1:00pm 
$8 at www.onelighttheatre.com or 425-6812 
 
Prismatic is thrilled to partner with The Atlantic Filmmakers Cooperative for the 
presentation of two exciting new film screenings.  
  
The works selected for these two screenings include a collection of the Best of the 
Indigenous Fest, narrative works from various Indigenous media arts festivals across 
Canada, as well as a collection of experimental documentary works called The NIMAC 
Documentary Project. 
 
Two of the Indigenous artists represented in the screenings, filmmakers David Krouse 
and Jackie Traverse, will be in attendance. The Best of the Indigenous Fest program is a 
compilation comprised of selections from Dreamspeakers, the Winnipeg Aboriginal Film 
Festival, ImagineNative and Terres-en-vue. The NIMAC Documentary Project, which 
features short experimental documentary works by Indigenous artists from across 
Canada, was produced by NIMAC, in partnership with DOC Winnipeg and the Winnipeg 
Film Group. Both screenings were programmed by NIMAC’s Liz Barron, with Mike 
Maryniuk co-programming the documentary program. 
 
 
(Music and dance) 
Ekalavya: A World Apart 
The Sir James Dunn Theatre  October 17 – 5:00pm 



$15 at www.onelighttheatre.com or 425-6812 
 
Ravi S. K. Singh, Tabla; Kasturi Mishra, Kathak Dancer; Dr. Vinay Bidhe, Hindustani 
Vocalist; Pt. Bachanlal Mishra, Kathak Dancer; Manish Mishra, Kathak Dancer; Dinuk 
Wijeratne, Piano, Harmonium 
 
Ravi Singh and Kasturi Mishra, both of Ottawa will enlighten Prismatic audiences with 
the two hour long world premiere of dance drama “Ekalavya: A World Apart”.    
 
This performance will highlight the traditional pillars of Indian vocal, instrumental and 
dance forms and their unique interaction.   
 
 
(music) 
Arirang  
This stunning Korean drumming group will play a series of free public performances, 
including the Dalhousie Arts Centre.  
 
Arirang Korean Drumming, a traditional Samulnori performance group, was formed in 
2006 and has been performing steadily ever since. Currently, the band is comprised of 20 
members. Samulnori means “four instruments” which are kwaengwari, jing, janggu, and 
buk. The music originated from Buddhism and farmers’ music. Samulnori music is based 
on the rhythms of traditional Korean folk percussion music, which exhibits the four 
respective elements of weather.  
 
Arirang brings together these four traditional percussive instruments in a rich and vibrant 
performance that will mesmerize audiences.  
 
 
FREE PUBLIC PERFORMANCES 
 
(music) 
Hallelujah Praise Choir 
Halifax Stanfield International Airport October 12 and 13 - 2:30pm, 3:30pm 
 
The sensational gospel choir from North Preston, which comprises 50 performers under 
the musical direction of Wallace Smith Jr., will be sharing their uplifting talents with 
visitors to and residents of our region in a series of free performances at the Halifax 
Stanfield International Airport.  
 
The Hallelujah Praise Choir received the East Coast Music Award for Best Gospel Choir 
of the Year (2005), as well as the African Nova Scotia Gospel Group of the year (2004 & 
2005).  Featured live performances include Lesson Hope Missionary Church Gospel 
Explosion, Cleveland, Ohio; Freedom Festival, Halifax; The Tall Ships Festival, Cunard 
Centre, Halifax; Halifax Natal Day waterfront celebrations and Alive on the Island with 
The Oak Ridge Boys.  The Choir has also been televised on CBC on a number of 



occasions: Atlantic Scene in Ottawa; DRUM, a Brookes Diamond Production; and Rita 
MacNeil, Cape Breton.  
 
This is a great way to introduce people to the cultural diversity and talents of the Halifax 
Regional Municipality. 
 
 
(a visual moving live installation) 
Elmiet 
Downtown Halifax / Parade Square  October 16, 7-9pm 
 
Ursula A. Johnson 
M’ikmaq visual artist, Ursula A. Johnson will be participating in Nocturne with this 
roaming performance art piece that will travel through downtown Halifax and culminate 
at Parade Square. Ursula will also be documenting her performance and leading an artist 
talk about her piece on October 17, as part of Prismatic. 
 
Ursula was the first female Mi’kmaq student from Eskasoni First Nation to graduate from 
the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. Her work ranges in styles and techniques, 
including photography, drawing, theatre and screen printing, a medium that allows her to 
combine elements of several media. Her conceptual works combine images and elements 
from a multitude of sources that explore and challenge ideas of ancestry, identity and 
culture. 
 
 
(photography) 
From Rue d’Armant 
Anna Leonowens Art Gallery  October 11 - 17 
 
Tarek Abouamin 
This photography exhibition by Egyptian-born, Halifax-based artist, Tarek Abouamin, 
depicts the artist’s relationship with a homeland that he can no longer call home.  
 
Tarek Abouamin is a filmmaker and teacher at NSCAD University in Halifax, Nova  
Scotia. His exceptional style of cinematography is showcased in award winning film 
Masquerade (Best Atlantic Short Film 2003, AFF) and the Genie-Nominated The Wake 
of Calum MacLeod (2008). Other film credits include Recollection (2004), Serious 
Miracles (2005), Quiet at Dawn (2009), Colours of Exile (2009), and Gawab (2010). 
Abouamin recently collaborated with award-winning director, Rohan Fernando, on his 
soon-to-be-released feature film, Snow, and with award-winning director Shahin Sayadi 
on the touring stage production, The Veil. A retrospective presentation of Abouamin’s 
photography premiered in January 2010 at the Cairo Opera House in Egypt and shall 
premiere in Canada as part of Prismatic.  


