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Coverage related to the lobster industry gave the industry spotlight theme the most exposure 
of agri-food themes in the Chronicle Herald in January.  A new fishermen’s group, the 
Professional Lobster Fishermen’s Association, has brought together fishermen to hold their 
lobster catches until a price of $5.50/lb is reached.  The effort has seen some success with 
prices rising during January and new fishermen joining the movement. 
 
The agri-business theme had the second highest exposure score albeit with no dominant sub-
theme.  Business spotlight articles accounted for the majority of coverage. 
    
Local food slipped from first in December to third in January.  Local food in restaurant review 
articles was the main sub-theme. 
  
Coverage on a trio of past and present marine accidents gave the pollution theme the fourth 
highest exposure score.  The potential impact on Europe’s largest marine reserve due to 
pollution from the Costa Concordia cruise ship generated coverage.  The ill-fated cruise ship 
sits partially submerged off the coast of Italy.  The MV miner similarly sits stranded off of 
Scaterie Island in Cape Breton with plans in the works to remove the vessel.  Local residents 
along the Gulf of Mexico said in January that despite BP commercials, the Gulf Coast has not 
returned to normal after the April 2010 explosion of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig and 

subsequent oil spill. 
 
The healthy eating theme rounds 
out the top five themes in terms 
of exposure score for the first 
month of 2012.  There was no 
main sub-theme. 
 
Agri-food themes with media 
exposure scores above 10, and 
the relation to the total agri-food 
exposure score, are displayed in 
the chart. 
 
The top five agriculture and 
fisheries themes are listed 
separately in the tables below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Total exposure score = 299.8 

Prev 12 month avg       = 331.4 
Jan 2011 score             = 299.4 

mailto:devannm@gov.ns.ca


 
 
 

 
 

 

 

AGRICULTURE 
THEME 

EXPOSUREi SLANTii TOP ISSUE 

Local food 13.0 
Highly 
positive 

Local food in restaurant reviews 

Urban agriculture 11.0 Negative 
Man fined for having chickens in 
residential area near Kingston 

Business 10.8 Positive Various spotlight articles 

Fuel and energy 9.4 
Highly 
positive 

No dominant sub-theme 

Healthy eating 7.2 
Highly 
positive 

No dominant sub-theme 

Note: A slant score is only given to a theme in articles where that theme is the main topic of the article.  
No slant is given to a theme when it is secondary to an article. 

FISHERIES 
THEME 

EXPOSUREi SLANTii TOP ISSUE 

Industry spotlight 17.5 Positive 
Fishermen’s group forms to 
collectively raise price of lobster 

Pollution 16.0 
Highly 
negative 

Marine disasters and 
actual/potential pollution 

Safety 9.3 
Highly 
negative 

Brothers drown while lobster 
fishing in Parrsboro 

Fish stocks 8.0 Neutral 
Atlantic Salmon rebound, debate 
on seals effect on cod stocks 

Historic 7.5 
Highly 
negative 

Communities having difficult time 
protecting surplus lighthouses 

Note: A slant score is only given to a theme in articles where that theme is the main topic of the article.  
No slant is given to a theme when it is secondary to an article. 



Halifax County had the most agri-food coverage in January.  Halifax (various topics) had the most coverage of specific 
cities/towns/areas, followed by Kingston (urban agriculture bylaws) and Jordan Bay (aquaculture development). 



In total there were 110 agri-food articles in January, 43 of which were related to primary 
agriculture and 45 to fisheries1.  Eight articles related to processing and 31 to the food industry 
in general.  The 110 articles are a decrease of 4 articles from December and an increase of 9 
articles from January 2011.  Agri-food media exposure was the highest in the four year history 
of the media analysis for the month of January, just eclipsing the record set in 2011. 
 
Compared to the average of the previous four months, there were an equal number of front 
page articles (4 compared with 4).  Articles were longer in length (2,191 characters vs 2,136) 
but had fewer images (0.67/article vs 0.73).  The overall media exposure score of 299.8 was 
an increase of 1.5 percent over the previous month and was less than 1 percent higher than in 
January 2011. 
  
The lobster industry had the most sector-specific coverage in January. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 Articles can reference any combination of agriculture, fisheries, processing, and/or the general food industry.  For this 

reason, the sum of these articles will not necessarily equal the total number of articles for the month. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

The slant of agri-food articles was again positive, but dropped off after reaching a record high 
during three of the past four months.  Business spotlight articles, coverage of the Professional 
Lobster Fishermen’s Association (which was formed to collectively spur dock prices for lobster) 
and local food coverage in restaurant reviews led positive coverage.  Negative articles were 
spread over many different themes.  The slant of agriculture-related articles remained positive 
despite dropping from December.  Local food and business spotlight articles generated 
positive coverage which outweighed negative coverage that had no main theme.  Fishery 
coverage was slightly negative in January with negative coverage regarding proposed 
aquaculture development, as well as worker deaths from fishing accidents, outweighing 
positive coverage of efforts from lobster fishermen to increase prices and coverage of 
sustainable fishing practices (including Off The Hook fish co-op’s second place finish in 
Solution Search: Turning the Tide for Coastal Fisheries).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                                 
i
 Exposure score takes into account # of articles, size of article, # of images, theme appearing 
as an underlying theme in another article, and front page articles.  Full methodology is 
available from the author. 
 
ii
 A score between -100 and 100 is assigned to each article in an attempt to assess how 

positive or negative the issue is presented.  There is no implication of a bias simply whether 
the issue would seem “good” or “bad” to a reader.  Highly negative= -100 to -75.  Negative= -
74 to -25.  Neutral= -24 to +24.  Positive= +25 to +74.  Highly positive= +75 to +100. 
 
 

 

 

 

List of agri-food topics, by exposure score and number of articles- January2012 
 

RANK TOPIC #  OF ARTICLES EXPOSURE 
SCORE  

PREV 
MONTH 
RANK  

CHANGE 

Primary Secondary 

1 Industry spotlight 14 13 26.0 3 (+2) 

2 Business 10 15 24.1 2 -- 

3 Local food 6 4 18.0 1 (-2) 

4 Pollution 5 8 16.9 15 (+11) 

5 Healthy eating 5 6 14.4 7 (+2) 

6 Urban agriculture 6 0 11.0 n/a n/a 

7 Arts 2 1 9.7 29 (+22) 

8 Fuel and energy 4 0 9.4 10 (+2) 

9 Safety 2 0 9.3 T-31 (+22) 

10 Historic 1 3 8.5 19 (+9) 

11 Environment 0 18 8.3 11 -- 

12 Social/cultural 3 6 8.1 21 (+9) 

13 Fish stocks 4 5 8.0 25 (+12) 

14 Food spotlight 2 1 7.8 12 (-2) 
Notes: 
Only agri-food topics with exposure scores greater than 7.5 are listed 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


