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July 2012 posted the second highest monthly media exposure score for agri-food articles in the 
Chronicle Herald in the five year history of the media monitoring project.  Exposure was down 
from the June mark which was the highest on record.    
 
The business theme regained top spot with articles highlighting a range of agri-food business 
including: Meadowbrook Meat Market, Nomad Gourmet, Seafoam Lavender and Rogue’s 
Roost Brew Pub.  The business theme also received significant exposure as a secondary 
theme to aquaculture articles. 
 
Aquaculture remained high on the list of themes ranked by exposure score.  The debate over 
the expansion of aquaculture in the province and the impact on coastal resources and the 
traditional fishery shows no sign of abating. 
 
Industry spotlight articles ranked third in July.  Industries highlighted included: agriculture and 
fisheries, fur, harness racing, lobster, ship building and wine. 
 
The impending launch of the refurbished Bluenose II was the main sub-theme behind the 
historic theme placing fourth.  Issues with the transfer of assets between the Bluenose II 

Preservation Trust and the 
province were partially settled in 
July. 
  
The resource conflicts theme 
rounds out the top five for July.  
This exposure was 
predominantly as a secondary 
theme to aquaculture articles. 
 
Agri-food themes with media 
exposure scores above 15, and 
the relation to the total agri-food 
exposure score, are displayed 
in the chart. 
 
The top five agriculture and 
fisheries themes are listed 
separately in the tables below. 
 
 
 
 
 

Total exposure score = 601.2 
Prev 12 month avg       = 396.5 
July 2011 score           = 385.7 
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AGRICULTURE 
THEME 

EXPOSUREi SLANTii TOP ISSUE 

Business 21.1 Positive Various spotlight articles 

Resources 21.0 Neutral 
Apiculture industry and wild 
blueberries / colony collapse 

Food spotlight 19.2 
Highly 
positive 

No dominant sub theme 

Weather 17.8 Negative US/Canada drought 

Local food 17.6 
Highly 
positive 

Spotlight on local food 
companies 

Note: A slant score is only given to a theme in articles where that theme is the main topic of the article.  
No slant is given to a theme when it is secondary to an article. 

FISHERIES 
THEME 

EXPOSUREi SLANTii TOP ISSUE 

Aquaculture 46.3 Negative 
General debate on expansion/ 
impacts on fishery/diseases 

Resource conflicts 24.7  
Secondary theme to aquaculture 
articles 

Historic 24.0 Neutral 
Bluenose II refit- asset transfer 
from Preservation Trust 

Industry spotlight 19.6 Neutral 
Lobster/ship building/ fishery (20 
year anniv of cod moratorium) 

Business 18.5  
Secondary theme to aquaculture 
articles 

Note: A slant score is only given to a theme in articles where that theme is the main topic of the article.  
No slant is given to a theme when it is secondary to an article. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

                                                 
i
 Exposure score takes into account # of articles, size of article, # of images, theme appearing 
as an underlying theme in another article, and front page articles.  Full methodology is 
available from the author. 
 
ii
 A score between -100 and 100 is assigned to each article in an attempt to assess how 

positive or negative the issue is presented.  There is no implication of a bias simply whether 
the issue would seem “good” or “bad” to a reader.  Highly negative= -100 to -75.  Negative= -
74 to -25.  Neutral= -24 to +24.  Positive= +25 to +74.  Highly positive= +75 to +100. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


