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Elizabeth Ritchie Family Collection -1807-1986. - 30 cm of textual records,
2 cm of photographs and two oil paintings.

Elizabeth Stewart Ritchie was born in 1941, the daughter of Hon. Roland Ritchie, former Judge
of the Supreme Court of Canada, and Mary Wylde. She was descended from a long line of
prominent Nova Scotia families, including the Ritchies, Almons, Stewarts and Byles. She was
educated at McGill University and Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, and completed a doctorate at the
Sorbonne in Paris and did post-graduate studies there. She was an art history professor for many
years at the University of Ottawa. She died on Dec. 9,2001 at the age of 60.

Collection consists of art works, original documents, photographs, printed materials and other
items that were inherited and/or collected by Elizabeth Ritchie from other family members. Aside
from two large framed oil paintings by William Valentine and A.G. Hoit, the collection is
largely textual. It includes the war-time correspondence of Elizabeth's father, Roland Ritchie,
1938-1947, a set ofletters of J. W. Ritchie's, addressed to John C. Halliburton of Halifax,
1830-1832, and documents concerning Elizabeth Johnston Lichtenstein (1764-1848) and her
family. The latter include a copy of the introduction to her memoirs, Recollections of a Georgia
Loyalist (1836) by Hon. William J. Almon, her grandson, and original documents concerning
Lichtenstein's husband's and father-in-law's activities in Jamaica and Georgia. There are also
typescript copies of the writings of Susie (Susanna) Almon and Dr. James R. Robertson, files on
several related families such as the Wylde family (Elizabeth's mother's family), Harry King
Stewart, of the Gordon Highlanders, who served in the Egyptian campaign, and Harry King, a
prominent barrister of Windsor, NS, 1807-1865. There are also notes on the importance of the
King-Stewart letters held by the Library and Archives of Canada. Finally, the collection includes
a Victorian-era "Scrap Album", created by Captain Arthur C.T. Boileau, Royal Artillery
(Woolwich, England ), containing various notes, cards, ephemera and memorabilia.

Title based on contents of collection.

Donated by the Executors of the Estate of the late Elizabeth S. Ritchie in 2004.

File list available.

NSARM also has papers of the related Almon, Byles, Stewart, and Johnston families. Additional
records relating to the Almon family are held at W.K. Kellog Health Sciences Library, Dalhousie
University, Halifax. Byles family papers are held at Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston.
The Library and Archives of Canada, in addition to the King-Stewart letters, has papers of
Senator William J. Almon, Roland Ritchie and Charles Ritchie.

Retrieval Code: 2004-032/001 - 2004-032/002
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I. Roland A. Ritchie: Correspondence 1938-1947.
Roland Almon Ritchie, was born in Halifax, 19 June 1910, and received his education at Trinity
College School, Port Hope, University of Kings' College, Halifax and Oxford University,
England. He was called to the Bar of Nova Scotia in 1934 and practised law with Stewart, Smith,
Mackeen & Rogers of Halifax as a student, 1932-1934 and then as an associate, 1934 to 1940.
Ritchie was a partner in the firm of Daley, Phinney & Ritchie from 1944, until his appointment to
the Supreme Court of Canada in 1959. He retired in 1984. In 1985 he was made a Companion of
the Order of Canada. He died in 1988.

Contents:
Approximately 40 letters and telegrams (some with envelopes), plus miscellaneous items, 1938-
1947. Written while Ritchie served as Assistant Deputy Judge-Advocate-General, 3rd Canadian
Division, from 1941-1943, and as a Captain with the 100th Battery from 1943-1944, the
Canadian anti-aircraft unit that protected Normandy beachhead. He was wounded in 1944. The
letters are addressed mainly to his mother and his wife (Mary Wylde).

2. Elizabeth Johnston Lichtenstein (1764-1848): Papers:
Lichtenstein was an author (Recollections of a Georgia Loyalist); b. 28 May 1764 in Little
Ogeechee, Ga, the only child of John G. Lightenstone and Catherine Delegal. On 21 Nov. 1779
she married William Martin Johnston in Savarmah, Ga, and they had ten children, only three of
whom survived her. She died on 24 Sept. 1848 in Halifax. She initially settled in Annapolis
Royal in 1807 near her father and daughter (who married Thomas Ritchie), but later moved to
Halifax, where she died. Her children married into some of the most prominent families in Nova
Scotian history: Ritchie, Almons, Pryors. One son was James W. Johnston, leader of the NS
Conservative party.

Contents:
1. A typed draft for the Introduction to Recollections of a Georgia Loyalist, written by her
grandson, William Johnston Almon, (26 pp).
2 Will of Dr. William Johnston, of Jamaica (1807); notes on Johnston family and on a monument
to Dr. Johnston located in Jamaica; letter to Mrs. Johnston from Joshua Mirick, 1846, re: claim
of Philip AN Delegal to some property in Savarmah, Georgia.; a notebook containing a
handwritten account of Dr. Lewis Johnson and family experiences during the revolutionary war,
written by E. Johnston to her grandchildren, Halifax, 1848 (6 pp.), as well as extracts from letters
of various family members, 1820s. These documents were incorporated into her Recollections.
3. Typescript entitled "The Johnstone Legend", a long poem about the Scottish border clan (3 pp)
4. Typescript copy of lines from a letter of Mrs. Sarah Desbrisay to her aunts, 1809. (2 pp)
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3. John W. Ritchie: Letters to John C. Halliburton, 1830-1832
John W. Ritchie (] 808-1890). was a lawyer, legislator, and judge, b. 26 March 1808 at Annapolis
Royal, NS, the son of Thomas Ritchie, a politician and judge, and Elizabeth Wildman Johnston.
In 1836 he married Amelia Rebecca Almon, and they had 12 children. He died on 13 Dec. 1890
at Halifax. He was admitted to the bar in 1831, and practised in Halifax for a few years. He
established a reputation as a gifted lawyer, and was appointed law clerk of the legislative council
in 1837. In 1864 he joined cabinet as solicitor general. He gravitated into politics in May 1867
when he was awarded a seat in the Senate. He became one of Nova Scotia's Fathers of
Confederation when as government leader in the upper house he directed the passage through
council of important legislation dealing with common schools and Nova Scotia's entry into
Confederation .. In 1870 he was appointed a puisne judge in the Supreme Court ofNS, and in
1873 ajudge in equity, earning a reputation as one of its "ablest judges" before he retired in
1882. John C. Halliburton (1806-1884), Halifax barrister, was the eldest son of Chief Justice Sir
Brenton Halliburton. He was admitted to the bar in 1829 and was appointed Clerk of the
Legislative Council in 1838, a position he held for many years. In 1840 he fought a bloodless
duel with Joseph Howe: he missed and Howe fired his pistol into the air.

Contents:
Letters addressed to John C. Halliburton, barrister, Halifax, from John W. Ritchie, Annapolis
Royal, 1830-1832 (14 letters). Subjects: social activities, mutual acquaintances, professional
activities, legal matters, politics. Some letters have faded writing and are almost illegible.

4. Harry King Stewart 0862 - 1907>
Harry K. Stewart was the son of Col. Charles James Stewart, lawyer, of Amherst. He was a
member of the First Gordon Highlanders, serving in the Egyptian campaign in the 1880s. He died
on Jan. 5, 1907.

Contents:
1. Typed copies of his letters to his mother and father ,1875-1892, 8 letters. (Includes a
handwritten copy of his letter dated April 2, 1885). Stewart was in Egypt at the time.
2. Sketch of the signal staff of Gibraltar by Harry King Stewart during his voyage to Egypt, ca.
1880s.
3.Studio photo of Harry K. Stewart during the Egyptian war. (London studio), ca. 1880s.
4. Typescript on the Memorial Service held for Col. Harry King Stewart, who died on Jan. 5,
1907. He was interred in Brompton cemetery. (4 pp)
5. Typescript on the death of above (obituary). (5 pp.)
6. Draft copy of above (5 pp. )
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5. Miscellaneous Stewart family documents:
Contents:
1. Original letter to "Minny" from "your humble & obed servant, E.B. (Edward Butler) ", at
Martock House, nd (ca. 1840s-1860s). Re: their relationship or lack of one.
2. Handwritten draft of letter to "the Rector, Church Wardens (Christ Church), and other
inhabitants of Amherst, thanking them for their "kind address" and memorial regarding the
correspondent's pending departure. Unsigned. (Ca. 1860s).
3. Miscellaneous newspaper clippings re: Stewart family .

•

6. Miscellaneous Documents (originally labelled as "old family papers" by Elizabeth Ritchie)
Contents:
1. Deposition of William Wrather, London. 1807, for Power of Attorney for attorney William G.
Forsyth of Halifax, NS, to sell all real estate and personal property in NS; registered in Hants
Co., 1808.
2. Letter dated March 4,1837, Lambeth, from ''N. Cantuay (?)" to unknown party, regarding the
presentation of an address at Church. (With envelope)
3. Note from the Duke of Wellington's office, dated Dec. 24/1842, and thanking Mr. Gutteridge
of Birmingham, England, for his note and a pampWet. (With envelope)
4. Note from William Gladstone's office, Hawarden Castle, Dec. 28/42, to Mr. Gutteridege of
Birmingham, thanking him for a copy of a statement on church rates. (With envelope).
5. Letter dated Nov. 3, 1876, Edybaston, to Rev. H.B. Bowlby ofSt. Philip's rectory,
Birmingham, from J. Chamberlain, regarding his position on religious schools.(With envelope)
6. Court of Probate: Hants Co.: application of the Executors of the Estate of John McKay of
Windsor, re: Will, 1860.
7. Letter, May 31,1900, Southsea, to "dearest Sadie (Bowlby)" from "Maysie", concerning
relation John Creighton, who came to Halifax in 1749 with Cornwallis, and personal matters.
(With envelope)

7. Byles-Almon-Jobnston Family papers: Notes on
Contents:
Appraiser's notes on the monetary and archival value of the Byles letters at the Library and
Archives of Canada, with descriptions of the letters as well as the related Almon-Johnston
papers. Includes inventory and item listing (18 pp.). NSARM has microfilmed copies of most of
these papers. (8 microfilm reels and other material: Almon family).

8.Susanna W. A. "Susie" Almon
Susanna Almon was the daughter of Cotton Mather Almon, (1846-1883). He had married Ellie
Dodd (d. 1906) in 1873 and they had three children, William Bruce ("Bruce") M.D. (1875-1940),
Susanna (d. 1958), and Caroline. Susanna's grandfather was William Johnston (1816-1901),
doctor, M.P. in 1872 and senator in 1879. Susanna was a stenographer in Halifax with the law

-..
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firm of Henry Stewart Smith and McCleave for a number of years .

Contents:
I. Essay: "May Musings in Nova Scotia"(n.d.) typescript, 4 pp.
2. Short Story: "Jane", n.d., typescript, 9 pp.

9. Dr. James R. Robertson
James Ritchie Robertson was the only son of Thomas R. Robertson of Halifax, barrister, and the
great-grandson of Thomas Ritchie. He was a physician and practised for a number of years in
Amherst, then moved to Halifax. He later transferred to Port Morien, Cape Breton, where he
contracted influenza. He died in the Glace Bay Hospital on February 27,1935.

Contents:
I. Short stories and essays, some incomplete: "Death at Northwood", "The Reptile Murder Case"
(incomplete), "For Fat Men Only", "The Great-Granddaughter Twice Removed ofFu-catch", "
The Allardyce Case", "Shylock Ohms", "Pilo Pance", "About Obesity", "The Solution", "The
Dissecting Room Murder".
2. Poetry: "Paranoia", "Il1usion", "To An Il1egitimate Baby", "Fifteen Years After", "Ho hum",
"Slum Woman", "Autumn", "the Kiss", "The Song of the Spirochaete", "Sin", "Moonlight",
"Ode to Pyorrhoea", "The Extra Passenger", "Werewolf', "The Haunted Castle", My Bath", The
Haunted valley (aka Valley of Sin, , The Dead Soldier Speaks, To a Woman Facing Her "First
Childbirth", "The Internist", "A Fancy", "The Diet", "The Doctor", "Spring", "Death", "Doctor
and Patients", "Furunculosis", "Reflection", "The Scientist's Love Song", "The Lottery",
"Again", "Costume", "Fog", "Thoughts in a Grave Yard", "Il1usion", "Signifying Nothing", "The
Spell of the Sea", "The Haunted Castle", "The Unwanted Kid", "The Ten Virgins", "Sewing
Circle", "Reverie", "Night", "Fifteen Years After", "The Laughing Girl", "Even Her Best
Friend", "Youth", plus twelve untitled poems.

10. Wylde Family Notes
(Elizabeth's mother was a Wylde).
Contents:
Photographs (most identified), newspaper clippings, original letters, and genealogical notes on
the Wylde family of Guysborough County and Halifax.
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l...." Scrap Album", ca. l887-caI898.
Created by Captain Arthur C..T. Boileau of the Royal Artillery, Woolwich, England. He was
related to Elizabeth Ritchie by having married Geraldine Stewart, Elizabeth's mother's sister.

Contents:
Handwritten notes, poetry, photo postcards, newspaper clippings of cartoons (Punch), cards of
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invitation to dinners, weddings, receptions, programmes for sporting events, banquet menus,
small pencil and ink sketches of people. Some events occurred in England, some in Nova Scotia.
Much memorabilia, ephemera. (Boileau was apparently a British citizen).

2. Harry King (1807-1865)
Harry King (1807-1865), a great uncle of Elizabeth Ritchie's, was the son of the Reverend
William Curtis King, who emigrated from Oxford, England during the 1790's and settled in
Horton, Hants County, and of Miss De Wolf. Harry King attended King's College and became a
barrister at Windsor, NS, and later a judge of the Hants County Probate Court. In 1832 he
married Margaret Halliburton (Halli) Fraser (1812 - ca. 1884), the niece of Simon Bradstreet
Robie (1770-1858) of Halifax. The Kings subsequently had four daughters, the youngest of
whom, Amelia (Minnie), married Charles James Stewart, ca. 1858, the son of the Honourable
Alexander Stewart (1794-1865). King's second cousin was Thomas Chandler Haliburton. A
series ofletters between the Harry and Halli Fraser, 1827-1831, is held in the Library and
Archives of Canada, Ottawa. While the letters are of a personal nature, they also provide
commentary on events and activities of individuals in Halifax and Windsor, NS

Contents:
Genealogical notes on the King family, two original letters exchanged between Harry King and
his fiancee, Halli Fraser, 1829-1830 and the last Will & Testament of Harry King.l856 .

3. King-Stewart Letters
Contents:
Correspondence and reports on the King-Stewart Family papers, which are located in the Library
and Archives of Canada. (40 cm of textual records.). The finding aid includes biographical
information about members of the King-Stewart family, and an introduction to the finding aid by
Charles S.A. Ritchie. The letters are significant for their views of courting and social customs of
the time, social life in Windsor and Halifax, and information on notable personalities of the day.
- Copy of MA thesis, Acadia D., on Harry King's courtship letters, 1829-1830 ..

4. Dewolf-Stewart-King Families
Contents:
Genealogical notes on the connection between the families, and Elizabeth Ritchie's ancestors.

5. Lithograph engraving (copy) of what is believed to be the Episcopal Church at Windsor,
early 1800s, by William Eager. Notes by Elizabeth Ritchie on back. NSARM has a copy of this
scene in Photo Drawer: Artists: Eager.

Printed Material
The NS Church Chronicle, Vol. 1, no. 6, Dec. 1865.



•--.~ Elizabeth Ritchie Familv Collection: Oil Paintings (Accession No. 2004-032)

1. Harry King. believed painted by William Valentine
Date: ca. 1830
Size: 9"x 10"

Harry King (1807-1865), a great uncle of Elizabeth Ritchie, was the son of the Reverend William
Curtis King, who emigrated from Oxford, England during the 1790's and settled in Horton,
Hants County, NS., and of Miss De Wolf. Harry King attended King's College and became a
barrister at Windsor, NS., and later ajudge of the Hants County Probate Court. In 1832 he
married Margaret Halliburton (Halli) Fraser (1812 - ca. 1884), the niece of Simon Bradstreet
Robie (1770-1858) of Halifax. The Kings subsequently hadfour daughters, the youngest of
whom, Amelia (Minnie), married Charles James Stewart ca. 1858, the son of the Honourable
Alexander Stewart (1794-1865). King's second cousin was rc. Haliburton. A series of letters
between the Harry and Halli Fraser, 1827-1831, is held in the Library and Archives of Canada,
Ottawa. While the letters are of a personal nature, they also provide commentary on events and
activities of individuals in Halifax and Windsor, NS.

William Valentine (1798-1849)
Painter, glazier, and daguerreotypist; b. 1798 in Whitehaven, England; m. 2 June 1822
Susannah Elizabeth Smith in Halifax, and they had two daughters; m. secondly 12 Dec. 1830
Sarah Ann Sellon in Halifax; d. there 26 Dec. 1849. Nothing is known about William Valentine
before he immigrated to Halifax in 1818. It has been suggested that he was a relative and pupil
of Robert Field, the most important painter in Nova Scotia at the beginning of the 19th century,
but they apparently were never in the same place at the same time, and Joseph Howe, who knew
Valentine well, asserted that he was self-taught. On 23 Jan. 1819 Valentine first advertised
himself as a teacher of drawing and on 6March as a portrait and landscape painter. The "very
liberal encouragement" he was experiencing evidently dwindled, perhaps because of the post-
war economic depression in the province, and by August 1820 he had gone into partnership with
his cousin James Bell in a "ship, sign, house and ornamental painting and glass firm. " Valentine
carried on as a painter and glazier on Stairs' Wharf after the partnership was dissolved in May
1824, and three years later he advertised his removal to a new shop just of/Barrington Street.
Valentine's earliest paintings yet identified date from 1827. His main interest was in portraits,
but he occasionally depicted historical subjects, such as King John signing Magna Charta, done
about 1830 and now in the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. He also ventured into
classical themes, but these paintings have been lost. In December 1831 Valentine was an
original member of the managing committee of the Halifax Mechanics' Institute, in which he
retained a lifelong interest. The following year he presented to the institute a portrait of its first
president, Dr William Grigor, and he also finished a portrait of John Howe for Howe's son
Joseph. Despite his growing stature as an artist, Valentine had to leave Halifax to secure
commissions. In August 1833 he advertised in the Charlottetown Royal Gazette as a portrait



painter and miniaturist, and the next year he was in St. John's in search of work He seems to
have had to revert to house painting when business was slack About 1836 Valentine traveled to
England, where he studied the well-known painters of the day such as Sir Thomas Lawrence and
made copies of their works. The experience had a noticeable effect on his painting, which
improved markedly in tone and color; and from the time he returned about March 1837 until
1844 he enjoyed his best success. His portraits from this period include those of Samuel George
William Archibald, Thomas Chandler Haliburton, Brenton Halliburton, John Young and his son,
William, Peter Nordbeck, John Sparrow Thompson, Alexander Keith, and well over 100 other
eminent Nova Scotians and their wives. Valentine obtained the best of the local patronage,
receiving virtually all his commissions from leading merchants and professionals. In1839
Valentine again travelled to Europe. That year the photographic process of Louis-Jacques-
MandJ Daguerre was made public in France. Valentine reportedly claimed to have received
instruction in daguerreotyping "at the very fountain-head in Paris, " and it ispossible he studied
with Daguerre himself. The process evidently represented to Valentine a way of producing the
cheap yet accurate portraits his clients demanded and a source of supplementary income. His
earliest advertisement for daguerreotyping appeared in the Saint John Morning News on 15Nov.
1841, and on 1 Jan. 1842 he announced in the Halifax Times that he was "prepared to execute
Daguerreotype likenesses in a beautiful style" with the aid of a "first-rate apparatus" from the
United States. Valentine also made visits to Charlottetown and St John's, advertising the service.
However, neither painting nor photography proved remunerative enough, and as late as 1848 he
found it necessary to work as a house and sign painter. Valentine's last known work is a portrait
of Andrew MacKinlay, president of the Mechanics' Institute, which was presented to that
institution in October 1849.Afew years before his death afire in his studio destroyed many of
his pictures and damaged his photographic apparatus, and this disaster is said to have hastened
his end. It is not known how many portraits Valentine executed - the historian Harry Piers
estimated between 125 and 150 - and there has never been a comprehensive exhibition of his
work However, after Field he was the most important portrait painter in early 19th-century
Nova Scotia. Valentine is buried in Camp Hill Cemetery near his friend Peter Nordbeck (D. C.
Mackay: Dictionary of Canadian Biography)

Valentine's works are in the collections of the National Gallery of Canada, National Archives of
Canada, New Brunswick Museum. The largest collections reside in Nova Scotia at the Nova
Scotia Museum and the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia. AGNS has its paintings by Valentine on
permanent display in an area dedicated to Valentine adjacent to other key portrait artists of
Atlantic Canada and portraits of its citizens by Robert Field, Robert Harris and Sir Joshua
Reynolds. (AGNS information)

According to harry Piers, Valentine was almost solely a portraitist in oils, and besides the
Grigor, Wollaston, Gilbert, Davy, Wellington, Archibald, and Mackinlay canvases, he painted oil
portraits of the following, all unsigned: John Howe (died 1835,father of Joseph Howe), and a
replica in Montreal); Rev. Matthew Richey, M A., John Sparrow Thompson (father of Sir John,
one of Valentine's best portraits), George E. Morton, Sir William Young (first portrait of him,
when a young man), Hon. John Black, Chief Justice Sir Brenton Halliburton, Captain Thomas
Maynard of Windsor (aportrait in civilian clothes), John Albro, George N Russell, Richard
Kidston, James Thomson, William Forsyth, Robert Noble, Alexander Keith, Andrew B. Jennings,



.- Samuel Sellon of Liverpool, N. s., and the mother of George Snadden, representing her as Erin.
He also painted ca. 1832, a portrait of Lila, daughter ofW B. T Piers, afterwards Mrs. Charles
H Brown of Lower Horton, representing her as a child of about four years of age, holding a bunch of
grapes, this being the only child's portrait by him that 1know of (Harry Piers' articJeNSHS
Collections VoL 18, 1914)

2. Hon. Justice James S. Stewart. oil portrait brA.G. Hoit

Date: 1849
Size: 36"x 24" (3'x 2')
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James S. Stewart 0803-1860)

Related to Elizabeth Ritchie and harry King, he' was the son of Rev. James Stewart,
Presbyterian Minister from Scotland, and Elizabeth Bremner. He was admitted to the Bar as
an attorney and a barrister in 1826 and 1827, and became a law partner with his brother,
Han. Alexander Stewart, prominent lawyer, politician, and judge, in Halifax in 1834. He
apparently practiced law until his death in 1860.

Albert Gallatin Hoit. 0809-18561

Was born in Sandwich, New Hampshire, 13December, 1809; died in West Roxbury,
Massachusetts, 18December, 1856. He graduatedfrom Dartmouth College in 1829 and
became a portrait painter, but he was also successjill as a landscape artist. During the 1830's
he painted portrait commissions in Thomaston, Portland, Belfast, and Bangor (Maine). By
1836, he had set up a studio in Fredericton, New Brunswick, where he was widely patronized
by citizens of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, including all of the judges of the New
Brunswick Supreme Court. After 1839 he made his home in Boston. From October, 1842 till
July, 1844 he was in Europe. He painted a jilll-length portrait (signed and dated) of Chief
Justice Sir Brenton Halliburton which hangs in the Province House, and also, it is said, a
portrait of the late Nyan Silver of Halifax. He is also known for a portrait of William Henry
Harrison, President of the United States, painted in1840 .
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