
 

DHW Dental Bulletin – June 2023 
 
 

The following updates are effective July 4, 2023, for services with 

this date or later: 

 

Children’s Oral Health Program (COHP) adding Scaling 

The Department of Health & Wellness (DHW) is adding Scaling, as a standalone service, 

codes 11111 and 11112, to its Children’s Oral Health Program. Beginning July 4th, all 

scaling services, with this date or later, should be submitted electronically with the 

applicable 11111 or 11112 code. Scaling will be subject to the following limitations: 1 unit 

of scaling per 12 months for children aged 10 and under; and up to 2 units of scaling per 

12 months for children aged 11 and over (up until the child’s 15th birthday). 

Code 13211 should no longer be used for scaling or polishing. Code 13211 remains in the 

tariff but should be used as intended by the NSDA for Oral Hygiene Instruction / Plaque 

Control. Polishing, however, is no longer an eligible service and cannot be submitted 

under 13211, nor can it be billed under code 11101. 

 

Children’s Oral Health Program (COHP) and Individuals with 

Special Needs Program (ISNP) Tariff Increases 

The Department of Health & Wellness (DHW) enacted new Insured Dental Services Tariff 

Regulations for the provision of 2 of DHW’s Medical Services Insurance (MSI) dental 

programs.  Beginning July 4, all claims for services with this date or later for COHP and 

ISNP will be paid at the new dental tariff rate, which is no lower than 80% of the 2022 

NSDA suggested fee guide. Any prior dated services will be processed at the previous 

tariff rates. Any service previously at 80% of, or better than, the 2022 NSDA suggested fee 

guide is unchanged. 



New Services/Codes added to Children’s Oral Health Program 

(COHP) and Individuals with Special Needs Program (ISNP) 

• For the application of silver diamine fluoride: Topical Application to Hard Tissue 

Lesion(s) of an Antimicrobial or Remineralization Agent (13601, 13602) with a 

limitation of two applications per 12 months  

• Anesthesia, Conscious Sedation 1 – Nitrous Oxide and Nitrous Oxide with oral 

sedation (92411, 92412, 92413, 92414, 92431, 92432, 92433, 92434) with a 

limitation of four time units per appointment. These codes are not to be applicable 

for dental hygiene or exam appointments. Providers require appropriate current 

permit from the Provincial Dental Board of Nova Scotia.  

 

Dentists’ Guide Updates 

• Applicable tariffs (i.e.  COHP, ISNP) have been updated with the new tariffs 

• Codes 11111 and 11112 have been added to Children’s Oral Health Program 

(COHP) 

• Description for 13211 has been updated to reflect its intended use as directed by 

the NSDA 

• Sedation services and application of silver diamine fluoride have been added to the 

COHP and ISNP 

• Holidays eligible for premium rates under the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

Program (OMFP) will include Heritage Day and National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation 

To update your billing system, download the latest Dentists Guide and Tariff for Billing 

Software by visiting https://novascotia.ca/dhw/dental-programs/dentists-

resources.asp 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracking.greenshield.ca%2FT%2FOFC4%2FL2S%2F8883%2FM821%2F821%2F6798%2FLnEG1L%2F1%2F15054697%2F5fitYFV5%2FI%2F823%2Fvwa4me.html%3Fh%3DAxRlgNmo1wCRIUMr0lfJXGSTm1NGiIZnPpCT_dNiA6I&data=05%7C01%7Ctodd.bouman%40greenshield.ca%7Ca36711c31948493c9d9a08db73fbbb52%7C92c35dd7ce82478095b17a86113d755c%7C0%7C0%7C638231297247199485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m44ptD7UrOTW0I8Z1ceB2yKJ09vUitGK0qlUbxotZ1Q%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracking.greenshield.ca%2FT%2FOFC4%2FL2S%2F8883%2FM821%2F821%2F6798%2FLnEG1L%2F1%2F15054697%2F5fitYFV5%2FI%2F823%2Fvwa4me.html%3Fh%3DAxRlgNmo1wCRIUMr0lfJXGSTm1NGiIZnPpCT_dNiA6I&data=05%7C01%7Ctodd.bouman%40greenshield.ca%7Ca36711c31948493c9d9a08db73fbbb52%7C92c35dd7ce82478095b17a86113d755c%7C0%7C0%7C638231297247199485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m44ptD7UrOTW0I8Z1ceB2yKJ09vUitGK0qlUbxotZ1Q%3D&reserved=0


REMINDER:  

 The COHP, ISNP, and Cleft Palate & Craniofacial Program (CPCP) remain payer of 

last resort programs, meaning any private plan of insurance must be billed first. 

DHW will pay any eligible balance left over after the private insurance coverage has 

been accessed, up to the DHW Tariff rate. Balance billing above the tariff rate for any 

eligible DHW benefit is not allowed. 

 

DHW Dentists Guide 
 

Visit novascotia.ca/dhw/dental-programs/dentists-resources.asp for links to DHW’s latest Dentists Guide 

 

Questions? 
 

For any clarifications, please call customer service at Nova Scotia’s dedicated line:  

1-833-739-4035 (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM) 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracking.greenshield.ca%2FT%2FOFC4%2FL2S%2F8883%2FM821%2F821%2F6797%2FRdM7bJ%2F1%2F15054697%2F5fitYFV5%2FI%2F823%2Fvwa4me.html%3Fh%3D1P1oVaXu-bM86fLEFq2EKtCUI2c7LJT-0q3ASK2VvzE&data=05%7C01%7Ctodd.bouman%40greenshield.ca%7Ca36711c31948493c9d9a08db73fbbb52%7C92c35dd7ce82478095b17a86113d755c%7C0%7C0%7C638231297247199485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=exsvgItPGGOwKpCpjCt5VU9DTIPQBMa6XyNl9ODIuQU%3D&reserved=0

