TEMPLATE 7-3

DATA DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES
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I. PARTIES

This Agreement is made between (insert name of Custodian) hereinafter known as “the Custodian” and (insert name of Researcher) hereinafter known as “the Researcher”.
II. GENERAL
The Personal Health Information Act (PHIA) allows for the use and disclosure of personal health information for research purposes, but places strict guidelines on the release of this information. 

III. BACKGROUND
(a) (identify Custodian)
(b) (identify  Researcher)
(c) Outline the details of the proposed disclosure of personal health information and the Research Plan:
IV. PURPOSE
The purpose of this document is to set out terms and conditions about the collection, use, disclosure, retention, disposal and destruction of personal health information provided by the Custodian to the Researcher. 
V. INFORMATION RELEASE
The Custodian will provide the Researcher with the records that contain personal health information for the Research Project titled (insert title) under the following terms and conditions where the Researcher agrees:
a. to comply with any terms and conditions imposed by a Research Ethics Board;
b. to comply with any terms and conditions imposed by the Custodian;

c. to use the information only for the purposes outlined in the research plan as approved by a Research Ethics Board;

d. not to publish the information in a form where it is reasonably foreseeable in the circumstances that it could be utilized, either alone or with other information, to identify an individual;

e. to allow the Custodian to access or inspect the researcher’s premises to confirm that the researcher is complying with the terms and conditions of PHIA and of this agreement;
f. to notify the Custodian immediately and in writing if the personal health information is stolen, lost of subject to unauthorized access, use, disclosure, copying or modification;
g. to notify the Custodian immediately and in writing of any known or suspected breach of the agreement between the Custodian and the Researcher; and 

h. not to attempt to identify or contact the individuals unless the Custodian or Researcher has obtained prior consent by the individuals. 

VI. AMENDMENTS
This Agreement may be amended only by written agreement of the parties. 

VII. SIGNATURES 

The parties have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the dates indicated below: 
_____________________________________

________________________________
(Date) 






(Signature/Researcher) 

_____________________________________

________________________________

(Date) 






(Signature/Custodian) 

NOTE TO USER: This Sample Data Release Agreement is intended to be used for retrospective research when a custodian discloses personal health information to an external researcher. It would not be used when a researcher who is an agent of the custodian (e.g. an employee of the custodian uses personal health information collected by the same custodian).
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