Fisheries and Aquaculture

1575A Lake Rd

Sandy Point, Nova Scotia
BOT 1WO novascotia.ca

Public Notice — Administrative
Application Posted

These documents have been submitted with respect to an administrative aquaculture licence / lease
application. The information in these documents is provided as part of the routine disclosure of
information by the Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture (the “Department”). Some information may

be redacted as business confidential information or personal information.

These documents were provided to the Department by the applicant (with the exception of the attached
Site Map which was generated by the Department). The Department is not responsible for the content of
these documents, including, but not limited to, the accuracy, reliability, or currency of the information

contained within.

Applicant: Paul-Aime Joncas Type of Application: Renewal

Application File Number: AQ#0595 Species: Blue mussel, American oyster, Giant sea
scallop, Bay scallop

Location: Mahone Bay, Lunenburg County Method of Cultivation: Suspended

Application Received On: June 23, 2025

To learn more about the aquaculture lease and license application process, please visit

https://novascotia.ca/fish/aguaculture/licensing-leasing/Aqua-Licensing-and-Leasing-Overview.pdf
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Aquaculture Licence/Lease #0595
Production Plan

Suspended Cultivation of Giant Sea Scallop, Blue Mussel, American
Oyster, and Bay Scallop

In Mahone Bay, Lunenburg County, NS

Done by
Paul-Aimé Joncas, owner

June 2025
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SECTION 1: THE OPTIMUM USE OF MARINE RESOURCES
This application is for the renewal of the licence of an existing site and

the assignment to Scotch Cove Shellfish Ltd a company own by the
same operator. No other changes to the licence are being requested.

The renewal of the licence is for suspended cultivation of Blue Mussel,
American Oyster, Giant Sea Scallop, and Bay Scallop in Mahone Bay,
Lunenburg County, NS.

During the period of this licence, we are planning to promote Nova-
Scotia Shellfish Aquaculture and its Products to the general population
and to supply local business and customer with fresh shellfish
products. Also, we will support local business with local purchasing and
creating local employment opportunities.

We will optimise the use of our Lease by producing at it maximal
capacity.

ECTION2: THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE PROPOSED OPERATION T
MMUNI ND PROVINCIAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The lease is around 2.03 ha., 100 meters by 200 meters, with a dept
between 10 meters (m.) to 40 m. with most of the site with a dept of 15+
meters (m.). This site was established in 1993 by Michael Dadswell and
than purchased by Paul-Aimé Joncas in 2004.

Since 1993 it has been mainly producing Giant Sea Scallops by
suspended culture mainly Pearl-Nets and Lantern-nets. A very small
production of blue mussel was done some years.

The site has 7 longlines with a potential of a maximum 7 longlines (See
Figure 1). Each longline is 600 feet with various design (See Annex A &
Figure 2). Each string has mainly Pearl-Nets and we utilised a variety of
net sizes depending on the size of the scallops.

We purchased every year between 50 000 to 150 000 spats from Ste-
Anne University in Cape Breton with an average of 85 000 spats. The
number purchased depends on survival, growth, space and gear
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| am not aware and any other fisheries around the lease.

SECTION 4; OCEANOGRAPHIC AND BIOPHYSICAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PUBLIC WATER

4.1 Oceanographic environment

I have the history of this site since 1993 so for more than 30 years now.
In the last 10 years there have been and increase in the number of
storms and the level of the storms which have caused damage to the
site mainly the shallow water part of the site. We are still working to
repair the damage of the last major storm and to improve the site so it
could in the future better withstand these events. Also, the water
temperature has been increasing with lower oxygen levels and else
which increase the mortality rate of the scallops if we manipulate them
mainly during the warmest period i.e. July and August. We try to
minimise the manipulation during these periods.

4.2 Environmental monitoring

Like indicate earlier in the document this lease has been there since
1993 and his now part of this environmental area. | believe if it has any
impact, it has a positive impact on the benthic environment.

4.3 Site design

A few years ago, we have moved the site away from Grave Shoal to
minimize the impact of the shallow water by storm and increase the

productivity capacity of the site.

We will produce mainly scallops and if the economic, biologic and
environment permit in the future we will look to add other production to
our business. See Annexe A, B, and C and Figure 1 & 2or site design and

production plan.

SECTION 5: THE OTHER USERS OF THE PUBLIC WATER
SURROUNDING THE PROPOSED AQUACULTURAL OPERTATION

5.1 Impacts to other users including wildlife
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The lease was granted in 1993 at that time there were no adjacent
property owners Today there are none close to the site. Pleasure craft
and commercial boat traffic aren’timpacted because there are lot of
space available on both sides of the lease, there are no anchorage
and/or moorings site close. To my knowledge there are no processing
plants within 10 km. There is Grave Island campground close, but they
don’t see the site from the campground. To my knowledge there are no
municipal, industrial or agricultural users which may be sources of
effluent close. Also, the site is a fair way from the mainland. No Tourist
or recreational operations close except Graves Island campground. No
private and government wharves close. No First Nations territories
/reserves close. To the best of my knowledge, no known or suspected
pre-contact or historic archaeological resources impacted by the lease
operations. No important habitat s and conservation areas or other
known potential project (confirmed or proposed) and activities.

The site has been in operation for 35+ years, and the operation isn’t
gone to really change. All the species are indigenous to the area. Like
written earlier the site seem to have a positive effect on lobster fishing.

5.2 Impacts by other users including wildlife.

To my knowledge no other users may impact fulfillment of the request.

SECTION: THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF NAVIGATION
6.1 Navigation Protection Act (NPA) approval

The site is approved by Transport Canada, and they have already
proposed a plan to mark the site. The work will be completed in 2025.
There will be no change to gear use on the lease or to configuration of
the lease. See attached current NPA approval (Annex D).

SECTION 7; THE SUSTAINABILITY OF WILD SALMON
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The restoration of the working boat, a 32-footer Cape Islander type, took
a lot more time that initially forecast for many reasons including Covid,
Shortage of human and material resource and else. It is now complete
since early May 2025 and it is operational and will be dedicate only to
the operation of the lease #0595 in Mahone Bay, Nova-Scotia. | have
design it and built this boat only for this lease.

Also, while in the last few years | have relied on contractors to do the
work we will from now on do most if not all the work with our own boat,
our own workers and else and would not have to wait and rely on others.

9.3 Compliance history

We did have in Nova Scotia one compliance history issue recently for
site marking and one longline partly outside the site limit. We believe
that this longline was cut by someone accidently and at this time with
did two (2) trial to rescues this longline without success. We are working

on another way to solve this problem and it should be solve over the
next few months.
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9.2 Technical ability

I have been in business since the age of fourteen years old and coming
from a business family. Our group of business over the years included
commercial fishing, seafood processing and marketing, Residential,
Commercial and Institutional Construction, Real Estate, Health Care
and so on. We still owned and operated most of these business.

| have a BSc in Mining Engineering and a Doctorate in Medicine from
Laval University in Quebec City and have studies MSc in Health
Economic at York University, York,England.

| start fishing at the age of twelve (12) and at the age of fifteen (15) was
fishing, working in Seafood Marketing and processing while building my
first house.

| was a member of Canadian Judo Team for many years and participate
in many national and international tournaments.

| have been involved in aquaculture since 1985 and have been to Japan
on many occasions to study the Japan Aquaculture business mainly in
Hokkaido where | attend Hokkaido University and did terms with
Japanese Scallop Farmers mainly in Monbetsu and Yubetsu.

Between 1994 and 1998 | was a member of the Canadian Committee on
Aquaculture set up by the Federal Government to advice the Federal
Government on Canadian Aquaculture Policy.

| have attended and given conference all over the world in Aquaculture.
| have been involved in Aquaculture business in Canada, China and
Chili.

In the last two (2) years |am in a progressive retirement stage of all
these ventures including medicine. | will be passing a lot more time

working on the leases and enjoying shellfish farming in Mahone Bay, NS
and Baie de Jacques Cartier, Quebec.
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ESRp=80%

At this growing stage the 15% which are larger (fast grower) will be
putinISDPN=10

The slow grower will be put at ISDPN = 18 because experience has
shown that when we reduced competition these scallops tend to
progressively catch up with average growth

Estimate 15% of the scallops of this cohort will be ready for sale at
the End of October Year 2 Half will be sold between Year 2 and Year
3. The other half will be kept for grow-out

YEAR THREE JANUARY 2028 TO DECEMBER 2028
ISDPN=10
ISS=56 cm2
FSS=100cm2
ESRP=80%

Most of these scallops will be ready for sale at the End of Year 3 (Y3)
(They will be sold between Y3 and Y4)

15 % of the stock will be kept for further growth All the scallop will
be sold when the reach a maximum size of 25 cm (10 inches)/ 625

cm2i.e one scallop per PN
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