Advisory Committee on Judicial Appointments

The Advisory Committee on Judicial Appointments is an Executive Council established standing
committee with responsibility for making appointment recommendations to the Minister of Justice for
provincial court judicial appointments.

The Advisory Committee is composed of:

e Two lawyers appointed by the Minister of Justice from a list of six lawyers identified by the Council
of the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society as representative of the Nova Scotia legal community.

e One judge of the Provincial Court appointed by the Minister of Justice from a list of four full time
sitting judges of the Provincial Court identified by the Chief Judge.

e Three members appointed by the Minister of Justice two of which must be public representatives;
a “public representative” is an individual who is not a member of the Barristers’ Society. The third
member appointed under this subparagraph may be, in the Minister’s discretion, a member of
the Barristers’ Society.

e One retired member of the judiciary appointed by the Minister of Justice.

Current Members:

1. Justice J.E. (Ted) Scanlan started practicing law in Pictou, Nova Scotia in 1980. Appointed to the
Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in 1993 and the Nova Scotia Court of Appeal in 2003. Justice Scanlan
elected Supernumerary Status in the Court of Appeal in 2017. Justice Scanlan continues to sit as a
Deputy Judge in both the Court Martial Appeal Court of Canada and the Nunavut Court of Justice. For
over thirty years, Justice Scanlan has taught judges in Canada, and countries including Serbia, Ukraine,
and Croatia.

2. The Honourable Perry F. Borden, Chief Judge of the Provincial Court of Nova Scotia was called to the
Bar on November 7, 2003, and received a Queen’s Counsel designation in 2020. He began his legal
career as an associate lawyer with McGinty McCleave in Halifax. In 2007, he joined the Nova Scotia
Public Prosecution Service and by 2015, he had risen to the level of Senior Crown Attorney, a position
he held until his appointment to the Bench in 2020. On July 9, 2020, he was one of two judges of
African Nova Scotian descent appointed to the Provincial and Family Courts of Nova Scotia. He has
presided primarily in Halifax ever since. He was appointed Chief Judge of the Provincial Court of Nova
Scotia on August 24, 2023, the province’s first African Nova Scotian to achieve that position. Among
his other responsibilities, Chief Judge Borden is also the current Chair of the Council of Nova Scotia
Chiefs.

3. Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society representative: Vacant as of January 23, 2026.

4. Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society representative: Vacant as of January 23, 2026.



Denise MacDonell has been a real estate professional for 12 years and is a Managing Associate Broker
at Red Door Realty. Ms. MacDonell is a Fellow of the Real Estate Institute of Canada (FRI), is a past
Director and committee member at the Nova Scotia Association of REALTORS® (NSAR). Ms. MacDonell
has served as a member of the Education and Standard Forms Committees of the NS Real Estate
Commission. Prior to real estate, Ms. MacDonell worked in university administration.

Craig Clarke was born and raised in Pictou, Nova Scotia. Mr. Clarke attended Acadia University for his
undergraduate degree and law school at Dalhousie University. He was called to the bar in 1999.
Maclsaac & Clarke (now Maclsaac Clarke & Duffy) was formed in 2001, and Mr. Clarke has been the
managing partner of the practice since its inception. Outside of his practice, Mr. Clarke has served on
the board of numerous non-profit organizations.

Duane Rutledge has spent more than three decades as a front-line police officer, serving with the
New Glasgow Regional Police. He was a member of several specialized teams including in drug
enforcement, major crimes and the K-9 Unit. In 2012, he became a Queen Elizabeth II’'s Diamond
Jubilee Medal recipient, awarded for significant contributions to his community. Mr. Rutledge
attended the University of Prince Edward Island and St. Francis Xavier University in Nova Scotia.



