
Youth Sentences

Adult Average Daily Count

Corrections Key Indicators, 2021-2022

Expenditures

†Gross correctional expenditures (adjusted for inflation – 2021 CAD) divided by Average Daily Count in custody

$77.5 Million

Adult correctional gross 

expenditures in Nova 

Scotia in 2021-22. 

$77 per capita, a 

decrease of $4 since 

2017-18 (after adjusting 

for inflation)

$393
Average daily cost per adult in custody in Nova 

Scotia in 2021-22†

Adult Sentences

363
Average daily count of adults in provincial custody in Nova Scotia – a rate of 

44 persons per 100,000 population (incarceration rate)

-25%  
Decrease in provincial custody sentences for adult cases in 2021-22 (2,432) compared 

to the prior 4-year average (3,255)

+22 days

Increase in the median number of days in provincial sentenced 

custody in 2021-22 (62 days) compared to the prior 4-year 

median (40 days)

+85 days

Increase in the length of probation ordered in 2021-22 (450 

days) compared the prior 4-year median (365 days)

Youth Custody

-83%  
Decrease in custody sentences for youth cases in 2021-22 (9 cases) compared 

to the prior 4-year average (52 cases)
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Average Daily Count

Total count Sentenced custody Remand Other

4
Average daily count of youth in provincial custody in Nova Scotia for a rate of 1 

person per 10,000 youth population (incarceration rate)

-63%

Decrease in the number of youth admissions to custody in 

2021-22 (44) compared to the prior 4-year average (120)

+77 days

Increase in the length of probation ordered in 2021-22 (460 

days) compared to the prior 4-year average (383 days)

†Adult Arrivals

85% 15%

Proportion of Arrivals

Male Female

3,961 3,893
3,657

2,915 2,834
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Number of Arrivals

2,834

-21%
Decrease in the number of new arrivals to an adult 

correctional facility in 2021-22 (2,834) compared to the 

prior 4-year average (3,607)

Overrepresentation 
African Nova Scotians represent 12% of arrivals to remand and 

2.4% of the Nova Scotia population (Census 2016)

Indigenous persons account for 15% of arrivals to remand and 

5.7% of the Nova Scotia population (Census 2016)

15%
Proportion of female arrivals to 

custody
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4,931 4,501 4,743

3,630
3,977

3,476 3,651 3,598

2,296 2,432

1,184 1,206 938 930 1112

195 203 167 143 143
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Sentenced cases in adult criminal court

Probation Custody -Prov Conditional Sentence Custody - Fed
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Sentenced cases in youth court

Probation Custody Deferred custody and supervision

Policy and Information Management (PIM), Department of Justice
† The counting methodology uses “arrivals” instead of “admissions” to maintain consistency with prior reports. A correction was applied on February 23, 2023
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