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Background of the Regulatory Body 

Definition of the Profession 

The Public Accountants Board of Nova Scotia (PABNS; PAB; the Board) was created by 

Chapter 369 of the statutes of The Province of Nova Scotia “an act related to Public 

Accountants”.  Refer to the Public Accountants Act at 

http://nslegislature.ca/legc/statutes/pubaccts.htm.  

The purpose of the Board is to regulate by licensure those who wish to practice public 

accounting in the province of Nova Scotia. The Board aims to ensure that public accounting in 

Nova Scotia is practised in accordance with public accounting standards that reflect the public 

interest in the delivery of superior quality public accounting services. 

Public accounting is the business of expressing independent assurance and certain other services 

in respect of financial statements and other financial information where it can be reasonably 

expected that the services will be relied on by third parties. 

Staffing 

The Board consists of five members, three appointed by government and two appointed by The 

Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nova Scotia. Other than issuing licenses, the Board  

 maintains a roll of licensee  

 considers matters of interest and concerns to public accountants  

 prescribes the standard education and other qualifications required of applicants  

The Board must meet in January and July but in practice generally meets monthly. Completed 

license applications are generally considered and approved at the first meeting following receipt. 

For 2012, the Board received seven new applications and 252 renewal applications. All 

applications and renewals were approved by the Board. 

Licensees are entitled to practice public accounting without restriction. 

Labour Market Outlook 

The employment outlook for this occupational group is very limited. Public Accountants 

represent a specialized and narrow component of the large and diversified accounting 

occupational group. The number of licensed Public Accounts has remained relatively constant 

for the past decade tied directly to the growth of the Nova Scotia economy and to certain other 

factors unique to public accounting. Most public accountants carry on their practice in 

partnerships or as sole practitioners. Not all members of a firm carrying on the practice of public 

accounting are required to be licensed. Licenses are only required by those who sign audit 

reports, generally the partners of the firm or the proprietor in a sole practitioner’s office. The 

outlook for this group is stable but with limited growth potential. 

http://nslegislature.ca/legc/statutes/pubaccts.htm
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Registration Practices 

Registration requirements are outlined below. 

 An applicant who applies to PABNS for issuance of a public accountant’s license shall 

satisfy the Board that they have a baccalaureate degree granted by a recognized university, or 

in lieu thereof, at least five years of relevant practical experience, the relevance of which is to 

be assessed by the Board. 

 An applicant who applies to the Board shall be 

 a member in good standing of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nova Scotia 

(ICANS), or 

 a member in good standing of the Certified General Accountants Association of Nova 

Scotia (CGANS) having taken an appropriate advanced auditing component, or 

 a member in good standing of the Society of Management Accountants of Nova Scotia 

(CMANS) having taken an appropriate advanced auditing component. 

 The applicant must also satisfy the Board that the professional accounting body to which they 

belong 

 has in place a prescribed course of studies leading to a recognized professional 

accounting designation including an auditing component that the Board deems 

appropriate for purposes of public accounting 

 requires the conducting of practice inspections of its members in public practice at least 

every four years 

 has a prescribed code of professional conduct 

 has disciplinary procedures that deal specifically with members in public practice 

 has a governance structure which includes public representation on committees with a 

public interest focus, i.e. professional conduct and discipline 

 has regulations that specify that the standard for professional practice is generally 

accepted accounting principles (GAAP) and generally accepted auditing standards 

(GAAS) including the recommendations in the Canadian Institute of Chartered 

Accountants (CICA) handbook 

 has a mandatory requirement for members in public practice to carry adequate and 

continuous professional liability insurance 

 has a maintenance of competence standard in place which requires members to 

participate in appropriate professional development programs 
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 An applicant shall also satisfy the Board that they have the necessary relevant practical 

experience, and shall satisfy the Board that they have a minimum of 2,500 chargeable hours 

accumulated over a 30- to 60-month period, which must include 

 a minimum number of 625 chargeable audit service hours 

 a minimum number of 625 further chargeable assurance hours including review 

engagements 

 a minimum number of 100 chargeable taxation hours 

 under the direct supervision of a public accountant who is licensed in Nova Scotia or in a 

jurisdiction with comparable requirements. 

Access to Registration Information 

PABNS provides access to information through the Internet (www.pabns.com), email and 

telephone.  

Fees Charged  

As indicated on the application form, a license fee in the amount of $300 payable to the PABNS 

must accompany the application. 

Steps in the Registration Process 

In order to become licensed, the applicant is required to complete the application (Appendix B) 

and pay the fee. 

2012 Data 

Registration (length of time from receipt of completed application) usually takes about one 

month. There have been no internal reviews of registration decisions for the past number of 

years. 

In 2012, the Board received one application from an individual who received training or 

qualifications outside of the province. This applicant had qualified in Ontario. 

There were no applications in 2012 from applicants who had received training or qualifications 

outside of Canada. 

Legislation 

The current Public Accountants Act of Nova Scotia dates back to 1950, a time when the practice 

of public accounting was much more limited and the scope of public practice itself was much 

simpler. Financial reporting for the most part was limited to audit reports and accounting, and 

auditing principles were in their infancy. 

 

http://www.pabns.com/
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The impetus for amending the current Act arose as a result of the current Act’s deficiencies. For 

instance, the definition of public accounting contained in the existing Act makes reference to the 

“investigation and audit of accounting records” and raises the question of whether the Act 

applied solely to practitioners issuing audit reports. The PAB felt strongly that it is in the public 

interest that the scope of the Act encompasses both audit and review engagements. 

Consequently, the Board embarked on a process of reviewing the existing Act with the objective 

of proposing amendments that reflect the public accounting environment that exists today. 

 

In addition, amendments were introduced to make the Act compliant with recently enacted 

Agreement on Internal Trade (AIT) and Fair Registration Practices Act (FRPA) legislation.  

 

The Board submitted the first draft of the proposed amendments to the Act mid-2012 to Service 

Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations, the Nova Scotia government department responsible for 

the Public Accountants Board. On June 11, 2013 a second draft was submitted addressing certain 

suggestions by the department. 

 

It should be noted that the proposal for substantial revisions to the Public Accountants Act may 

be impacted by the possibility that the three principal accounting bodies in Nova Scotia may 

merge into one body.  ICANS, CMANS and CGANS are discussing unification in conjunction 

with similar discussions taking place in each Province and nationally in Canada. While the 

impact of the discussions in Nova Scotia remain to be determined, it would appear that some 

form of unification is inevitable. The final form will require provincial approval and statutory 

status. How such potential legislation may impact the PAB is unclear but there is precedent in 

Canada for the authority to  license public accountants to rest with the designated bodies. 

Independent oversight bodies have been legislated in some provinces but not all. 

Summary  

PABNS had representation and involvement in the development of the FRPA (proclaimed 

December 7, 2009). They have made modifications to their processes since that time, including 

the adoption of an ad hoc internal review process pending the approval of amendments to the Act 

discussed above. 

Overall, PABNS is in compliance with FRPA. One of the main issues that they have dealt with 

through policy has been the lack of authority to conduct internal reviews in their current 

legislation. New legislation has been drafted that specifically addresses internal review of a 

registration decision. 

Two-year Action Plan 

PABNS will work on updates and improvement to website, including reorganizing the website to 

increase clarity. The website will be updated so that all information is available including: 

 adding information regarding translation 

 considering what types of accommodations might be necessary (if any) 
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 providing links to supporting organizations such as provincial certifying bodies, NS Start, 

etc. 

 specifying timeframes on website 

 developing a flow chart for the process 

PABNS will consider formalizing the current process for requests for access to records, as well 

as the process for conducting internal reviews. This will be included within the standards and 

interpretations document. 
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Disclaimer 
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Appendix A – FRPA Review Assessment Questionnaire 

Regulatory Body- Public Accountants Board of Nova Scotia  

Last updated - Tuesday, July 9, 2013 - 11:12  

 

SECTION - INFORMATION 

 

Question 1  

How (what methods) do you use to provide information to potential applicants on your 

registration practices? Can an applicant begin the process outside of Canada? 

Survey Options: internet, email, hard copy, telephone or other 

Regulator Response  

Internet, Email, Telephone 

 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

None Offered 

Review Finding 

Level 3 

 

Regulator Action 

No action required at this time. 

Section 16(3)(g) 

Question 2  

Please provide a link to your website. 
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Regulator Response  

http://www.pabns.com 

Question 2a  

a. I believe that information on our website is: clear and understandable; written in plain 

language? 

Survey Options: 1 (Strongly Agree) - 5 (Strongly Disagree)  

Regulator Response  

2 

Question 2b  

b. On what basis do you make changes to your website? 

Survey Options: feedback from applicants, policy change, news postings, or other  

Regulator Response  

Feedback from Applicants, Policy Change 

 

Question 2c  

c. When was the section of the website pertaining to registration last updated? 

Survey Options: on-going, within the last 6 months, within the last year, within the last 2 years, 

or never 

Regulator Response  

on-going 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

Updated as needed. 

Review Finding 

Level 2 to 3 - web site could benefit from links, bulleted lists and additional information 
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Regulator Action 

Will work on updates and improvement to website. 

Section 16(3)(g) 

Question 3a  

a. Are your requirements (e.g. education, work experience, examination and fees) for registration 

specified by legislation, regulation, and/or policy? 

Survey Options: legislation, regulation, or policy 

Regulator Response  

legislation, Regulation  

 

Question 3b  

b. Specify the appropriate section(s)? 

Regulator Response  

S6(d) of Act and Standards 1 - 6. 

Question 3c  

c. Is this information made available to applicants? 

Survey Options: yes, no or not applicable 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

Act empowers board to provide standards (Regulations). New act drafted and submitted to 

Province for review and enactment. 

Review Finding 

Level 3 - Standards/regulations will be made available on the website. 
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Regulator Action 

Website will be updated so that all information is available. 

Sections 7 (a), 7(c), 7(f), 16(3)(a), 16(3)(d) 

Question 4  

Are you waiting for legislation to be passed? 

Survey Options: yes, no or N/A 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

Drafted and submitted to Province. 

Review Finding 

Accepted 

Regulator Action 

No action required at this time. 

Sections 7(d), 16(3)(b) 

Question 5a  

a. Is the criteria for meeting the requirements of registration documented? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Question 5b  

b. Do you provide applicants with the description of the criteria used to assess whether the 

requirements have been met (e.g the number of years of schooling needed to be considered 

equivalent to a degree)? 
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Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

We rely on designated accounting bodies to certify, we only license. In addition to membership 

in designated bodies we specify minimum practical experience requirements. 

Review Finding 

Level 2 

Regulator Action 

Information is all available; however will look at reorganizing website to increase clarity. 

Sections 7(d), 16(3)(b) 

Question 6  

If you require translation of specific documents how is the applicant informed? 

Survey Options: web site, email, telephone or other 

Regulator Response  

Web Site 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

Applications are in english, we require completed applications. 

Review Finding 

Level 1 

Regulator Action 

Will add information regarding translation. 

Section 7(a) 
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Question 7  

Do you have a streamlined registration process for those applicants already registered in another 

Canadian jurisdiction (as per Chapter 7 Agreement on Internal Trade)? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

We require membership in designated bodies. Designated bodies have mutual recognition 

arrangements with affiliated provincial bodies. 

Review Finding 

Level 1 - This will be addressed in the new legislation. 

Regulator Action 

Awaiting legislation approval. 

Sections 7(a), Ch 7 

Question 8  

Does your organization make accommodations for applicants with physical or mental disability? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

Must be members of designated bodies, we do not monitor disabilities. 

Review Finding 

Level 1 - The web there is a statement about accommodation for people who are deaf or hard of 

hearing. Has not been an issue to date. 
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Regulator Action 

Will consider what types of accommodations might be necessary (if any) and include 

information on website. 

Section 16(3)(h) 

Question 9a  

a. Is any or all of your assessment process done by a third party (e.g. national bodies, credential 

assessment agencies, etc.)? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Question 9b  

b. If so, please specify the name of the organization and describe their role. 

Regulator Response  

ICANS/CICA, CGANS/CGAC and CMANS/CMAC 

Question 9c  

c. Please indicate the types of activities that they assist with? 

Survey Options: data collection, data storage, credential assessment, verification of documents, 

examinations, recognition of prior learning or other 

Regulator Response  

Credential Assessment, Examinations, Recognition of Prior Learning, Other (please specify) 

 

Question 9d  

d. Can you describe how they adhere to the General Duties of the Regulatory Body as outlined in 

the Act including transparency, objectivity, impartiality and procedural fairness? 

Survey Options: MOU, service level agreement, participation on board or other 
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Regulator Response  

Other (please specify) 

 

Question 9e  

e. Are you informed of all decisions made by third parties on applicants? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

No 

Question 9f  

f. Does your third party have an internal review process for unsuccessful applicants? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

The three designating bodies in NS certify (they are also subject to FRPA). We take no part in 

certification. We rely on designated bodies to inform us if a member is in good standing. 

National body negotiates mutual recognition agreements, set examinations, evaluate foreign 

credentials/education, and take the lead in developing professional standards. 

Review Finding 

Level 3 

Regulator Action 

No action required at this time. 

Section 16(3)(i) 
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Question 10a  

a. What types of supports do you provide to applicants during the registration process? 

Survey Options: internet, telephone, print material or other 

Regulator Response  

Internet, Other (please specify) 

 

Question 10b  

b. Have you had applicants who need support mechanisms that you can’t provide or are not 

available? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

Applicants require little support, we communicate with applicants as required, email, phone or 

mail. 

 

 

Review Finding 

Level 2 

Regulator Action 

Will provide links to supporting organizations such as provincial certifying bodies, NS Start, etc. 

Sections 7(e), 16(3)(k) 

Question 11  

Where practical, do you provide unsuccessful applicants with information on programs and 

services they can participate in to facilitate successful registration in the future? 

Survey Options: yes or no 
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Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment  

This is a more appropriate question for the designated bodies. We would direct an applicant to 

designated body if required or indicate if additional practical experience required and that would 

be extent of our input. 

 

Review Finding 

Level 3 

Regulator Action 

No action required at this time. 

Section 8(d) 

SECTION - COMMUNICATION 

 

Question 1a  

a. Do all applications come directly to your regulatory body or does a third party assessor receive 

initial applications? 

Survey Options: direct or third party 

Regulator Response  

Direct 

Question 1b  

b. At what point in the registration process do you gain access to an application from an 

individual? 

Regulator Response  

At outset 
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Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Eligible applicants have already been certified by one of the provincial designated bodies. 

Applicants must submit completed application to Board for consideration for licensure. 

Review Finding 

Accepted  

Regulator Action 

No action required at this time. 

Section 16(3)(i) 

Question 2  

Do you have a reasonable timeframe to respond to inquiries from applicants? 

Survey Options: 1 (very reasonable) - 5 (very unreasonable) 

Regulator Response  

1 Very Reasonable 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Application must be considered at first Board meeting held after receipt of application. 

Review Finding 

Currently timelines are not well documented. New legislation contains a provision that 

application will be handled in all due dispatch. 

Regulator Action 

Will consider specifying timeframes on website. 

Sections 7(b), 8(a), 8(b), 8(c) 

Question 3a  

a. Do you provide written decisions, responses and reasons for acceptance or rejection of an 

application? 
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Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Question 3ai  

i. Do you have a formal policy for this process? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Question 3aii  

ii. Do you have a standard timeline? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Question 3b  

b. Do you provide applicants who are not granted registration with information regarding an 

internal review process (including the opportunity to make submissions respecting such review)? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Question 3c  

c. Based on the previous questions, describe ways your organization could improve the 

timeliness of your decisions and/or how you communicate the results? 
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Regulator Response  

We have outdated Act which provides for outdated appeal process. Our proposed draft Act 

addressed registration and appeal process in more detailed and appropriate manner. 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

None Offered 

Review Finding 

Level 2 

Regulator Action 

Will standardize timelines as per comm-q2 

Sections 8(b), 8(c) 

SECTION - DOCUMENTATION 

 

Question 1a  

a. Do you provide information on what documentation of qualifications must accompany an 

application? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Question 1b  

b. Do you include a process for verification of documentation authenticity? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Board only required a completed application. We generally only verify if applicant is member in 
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good standing of designated accounting body. If there was a question of accuracy of information 

provided on application we could follow up in an appropriate manner. 

Review Finding 

Level 2 

Regulator Action 

No action required at this time. 

Section 9(a) 

Question 2  

Do you provide information on the steps in the registration process including supporting 

documentation required at the various steps? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Only require completed application. Refer to STANDARDS OF EDUCATIONAL AND 

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED OF APPLICANTS FOR A LICENSE UNDER 

SECTION 6(d) OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS ACT, RS, c, 369 (with references to 

relevant Interpretations) 

Review Finding 

Level 2 

Regulator Action 

Will consider developing a flow chart for the process.  

Sections 7(c), 16(3)(a), 16(3)(b) 

Question 3  

Do you accept alternative information if required documents cannot be obtained for reasons 

beyond the applicant’s control (e.g. a sworn statement in lieu of full documentation)? 
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Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Not applicable to our process. 

Review Finding 

Level 3 

Regulator Action 

No action required at this time. 

Sections 9(b), 16(3)(c) 

Question 4  

What difficulties or obstacles are faced by applicants who received their qualification in a 

country other than Canada? 

Survey Options: obtaining original documents, verification of credentials, identifying and 

participating in gap training programs, access to qualifying exam, language proficiency or 

professional technical language or other 

Regulator Response  

Other (please specify) 

 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Not applicable to our licensure process. 

Review Finding 

Accepted 

Regulator Action 

No action required at this time. 
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Sections 9(b), 16(3)(c) 

Question 5a  

a. Do you have a process for which requests for access to records are considered? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

No 

Question 5b  

b. Is this made available to applicants to applicants? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

No 

Question 5c  

c. What information may you exclude? 

Regulator Response  

Don't see where this could apply to our process. Records are available if the applicant wants. 

Question 5d  

d. Do you charge a fee? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

We charge one flat fee for licensure. 

 



Public Accountants Board of Nova Scotia – FRPA Review Report  Page 23 

Review Finding 

Level 1 to 2 

Regulator Action 

Will consider formalizing this process. 

Section 12(1), 16(3)(j) 

SECTION - INTERNAL REVIEW 

 

Question 1  

Does your Act include an authority to conduct an internal review of the registration decision? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Current legislation is outdated. Proposed new legislation addresses. Currently we have 

established an ad hoc internal review process to get us through until new legislation approved. 

Review Finding 

Internal review is covered in the new legislation. 

Regulator Action 

Awaiting approval of new legislation  

Section 7(a) 

Question 2  

Do you have a regulation or by-law that defines the internal review process? 

Survey Options: yes or no 
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Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Have a minute that specifies roles and responsibilities while waiting for new legislation. See 

previous question. 

Review Finding 

Informal policy exists 

Regulator Action 

May define minute in a policy  

Section 7(a) 

Question 3  

When are unsuccessful candidates informed of their right to internal review of a registration 

decision? 

Survey Options: upon application, included with a registration decision, upon request or other 

Regulator Response  

Included with a registration decision 

 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

AS mentioned, currently an ad hoc process. 

Review Finding 

Level 1 - no specific timeline and waiting for new legislation 

Regulator Action 

Will create policy for the current ad hoc process. 

Sections 7(a), 10(1) 
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Question 4a  

a. Do you have an internal review process and procedures document (policy document)? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Question 4b  

b. Does this include time frames for the internal review? 

Survey Options: yes, no or not applicable 

Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Our ad hoc process simply provides that 3 members of the Board will consider and approve or 

reject applications. The remaining 2 members will consider any internal appeal. 

Review Finding 

Level 1 

Regulator Action 

Will determine a means to include internal review practices (within standard). 

Sections 7(a), 10(1) 

Question 5a  

For the internal review process you make available to applicants that are not granted registration: 

a. Summarize the process of the internal review? 

Regulator Response  

Process is highly informal, have never had occasion to utilize. Presumably would be dealt with 

by email or correspondence indicating applicant could appeal to 2 member "appeal committee". 
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Question 5b  

b. Describe the opportunities made available to an applicant to make submissions respecting such 

review. 

Regulator Response  

That would be of the applicants choosing. 

Question 5c  

c. Specify the format for the internal review submission 

Survey Options: oral, written or other 

Regulator Response  

Oral, Written, Other (please specify) 

 

, Regulator Response  

Oral, Written, Other (please specify) 

 

, Regulator Response  

Oral, Written, Other (please specify) 

 

Question 5d  

d. What is the timeline for submitting supporting evidence? 

Regulator Response  

Unlimited 

Question 5e  

e. Do you believe this is enough time to receive supporting evidence from outside Canada? 

Survey Options: yes or no 
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Regulator Response  

Yes 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Highly improbable that would be case.  

Review Finding 

Level 1 

Regulator Action 

Will try to formalize given existing limitations of act 

Sections 7(a), 10(1), 10(2), 10(4), 16(3)(m) 

Question 6a  

a. Are the results of the internal review made available to applicants in writing, with reasons? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Question 6ai  

i. In what timeframe are the results of the internal review made available to applicants? 

Survey Options: less than 1 month, 1-2 months or greater than 6 months 

Regulator Response  

less than 1 month 

Question 6aii  

ii. Are these timeline communicated? 

Survey Options: yes or no 
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Regulator Response  

No 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Informal process at this time. 

Review Finding 

Consider formalizing. 

Regulator Action 

Will try to formalize given existing limitations of act 

Sections 7(a), 10(3) 

Question 7  

Have individuals who make internal review decisions received appropriate training? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

Not considered necessary 

Review Finding 

Consider formalizing process 

Regulator Action 

Will try to formalize given existing limitations of act 

Sections 7(a), 11, 16(3)(p) 

Question 8  

Do you have a prohibition that states ‘no one who acted as a decision-maker in respect of a 
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registration decision acted as decision maker in an internal review’? 

Survey Options: yes or no 

Regulator Response  

Yes 

Regulator explanation, clarification or comment 

By policy of the Board 

Review Finding 

Consider formalizing 

Regulator Action 

Will try to formalize given existing limitations of act 

Sections 7(a), 10(5), 16(3)(n) 
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Appendix B – Application Form 

Page 1 

Amendments to the Regulations Respecting Public Accountants 
made pursuant to Section 28 of Chapter 369 of the 
Revised Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1989, 
the Public Accountants Act 
Forms 1 and 2 of the regulations respecting public accountants, N.S. Reg. 156/82, approved 

by the Governor in Council by Order in Council 82-839 dated June 30, 1982, are repealed 

and the following forms substituted: 

Form 1 - Application for License 
Public Accountants Board of the Province of Nova Scotia 
P O Box 1642 Truro, NS B2N 5Z5 

TEL: 902.857.1021 / FAX: 902.494.1578 

E-MAIL: info@pabns.com 

A license fee in the amount of $300.00 payable to the Public Accountants Board 
of the 
Province of Nova Scotia must accompany this application. 
(Please print.) 

Personal Information 
1. Name ________________________________________________________________ 

(surname / first name / middle name) 

2. Citizenship 

3. Home address 

Postal code 

Telephone 

Fax 

E-mail 

4. Name of practice 

5. Practice address 

Postal code 

Telephone 

Fax 

E-mail 

Page 2 

Consent 
6. I hereby consent/do not consent (cross out the words that do not apply) to the 

information contained in 1, 4 and 5 being published on the website of the Public 

Accountants Board of Nova Scotia. 

Education and Training in Public Accountancy 
7. University 

Degree 

Year 

8. Membership in accounting institute or association: 

Name of inst. or assn. 

Year of qualification 
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Experience in Public Accountancy 
9. Employer Location Position Years 

Hours in Accountancy 
10. An applicant shall also satisfy the Board that they have the necessary relevant 

practical experience, and shall satisfy the Board that they have a minimum of 2500 

chargeable hours accumulated over a 30 to 60 month period, which must include: 

(a) a minimum number of 625 chargeable audit service hours; 

(b) a minimum number of 625 further chargeable assurance hours including 

review engagements; and 

(c) a minimum number of 100 chargeable taxation hours; 

Over the 30- to 60-month period that ended on ___________________, I accumulated 

a. __________________ chargeable audit service hours 

b. __________________ chargeable assurance hours including review 

engagements 

c. __________________ chargeable taxation hours 
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and (complete one) 

these chargeable hours were under the direct supervision of ________________, who is 

a Public Accountant licensed in Nova Scotia. 

or 
these chargeable hours were under the direct supervision of _________________, who 

is a Public Accountant practising in the jurisdiction of ________________________. 

You may be required to submit a letter from the public accountant with whom you 
have worked, verifying the above hours. 
General 
11. Have you ever been convicted of an indictable offence or convicted of a summary 

offence related to fraud or theft? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(If the answer is yes, please give full details on a separate sheet.) 
12. Have you ever been successfully sued in a civil action relating to fraud? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(If the answer is yes, please give full details on a separate sheet.) 
13. Have you ever been disciplined by a post-secondary educational institution for an 

academic offence? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(If the answer is yes, please give full details on a separate sheet.) 
14. (a) Have you ever been suspended, disqualified or censured or had disciplinary 

action instituted against you, as a member of any professional organization? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(b) Have you ever been denied or had revoked any license or permit, the 

procurement of which required proof of good moral character? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(c) In the 5 years immediately preceding this application, have you been adjudged in 

any legal proceeding with bankruptcy or insolvency or filed a voluntary petition 

in bankruptcy? 

Yes _______ No _______ 
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(d) Are there any outstanding civil judgments against you or any actions outstanding 
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against you that may result in a civil judgment? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(e) Have you at any time not obeyed an order of a court requiring you to do or 

abstain from doing any action? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(If the answer is yes to any of the above questions, please give full details on a 
separate sheet.) 
15. To your knowledge or belief, is there any event, circumstance, condition or matter not 

disclosed in your replies to the preceding questions that touches or may concern your 

conduct, character or reputation, and that you know is or believe might be thought to be 

an impediment to your being granted a license or warrant further inquiry by the Public 

Accountants Board? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(If the answer is yes, please give full details on a separate sheet.) 
16. (a) Have you applied for a license as a public accountant in Nova Scotia or in any 

other jurisdiction? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(b) Have you been refused a license to practise public accounting in Nova Scotia or 

any other jurisdiction? 

Yes _______ No _______ 

(If the answer is yes to either 16(a) or (b), please give full details on a separate sheet.) 
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Authorization for Release of Information 
Authorization for Release of Information 

I hereby grant the Public Accountants Board of Nova Scotia full authority to 

inquire and be advised by the following bodies: 

· CGANS - Certified General Accountants Association of Nova Scotia 

· ICANS - Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nova Scotia 

· Society of Management Accountants of Nova Scotia 

(the “Body” or “Bodies”) 

with regard to my standing in the Body. I authorize any and all of the Bodies 

to disclose the following information to the Public Accountants Board of 

Nova Scotia: 

(a) Whether my professional liability insurance coverage is compliant 

with the standards set by the Body. 

(b) Whether I have been suspended or subject to suspension by the Body 

at any time in this license period. 

(c) Whether the results from my practice inspection have given rise to a 

recommendation for remedial action. 

I acknowledge and agree that disclosure of the above information does not 

violate any applicable privacy laws (statutory or common law). 

I hereby grant the Public Accountants Board full authority to enquire of any police authority 

or other authority with regard to any criminal record or with regard to any of the matters 

referred to in questions 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16, and I authorize all persons enquired of 



Public Accountants Board of Nova Scotia – FRPA Review Report  Page 33 

pursuant to this authorization to provide all information requested. 

__________________________________ 

Date Signature of applicant 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Declaration of Applicant 
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I, ________________________________________, the above named applicant for a public 

accountant’s license, do solemnly declare that the statements contained in this application 

are complete and true in every respect; 

And I declare that I am lawfully entitled to be employed in Canada; 

And I declare that I shall carry on a practice as a Public Accountant, alone or in partnership 

with others and that I intend for the practice to be my principal means of livelihood; 

And I declare that I am a member, in good standing, of the 

_____________________________ (name of accounting institute or association); 

And I declare that I will hold, while licensed as a public accountant, public liability 

insurance with a minimum coverage of $1,000,000; 

And I make the above statements conscientiously believing them to be true. 

Declared before me at 

_______________________________, 

in the Province of ________________, 

on _______________________, 20____ 

A Notary Public in and for the Province 

of _______________ or a Commissioner 

for taking affidavits in and for the 

Province of __________________ 

))))) 

_____________________________ 

) Signature of applicant 
))) 

 


