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1. Introduction to power engineering___________________________ 
Power Engineers have a diverse range of work environments, including power 
generating plants, manufacturing plants, power utilities, hospitals, universities, and 
commercial organizations. They play a crucial role in operating and maintaining 
equipment that manages large, heavy machinery or objects. 
 
If you are considering a career as a Power Engineer, here are key skills and 
attributes you should focus on: 

• Controlling and Operating Systems: Proficiency in managing both manual 
and automated systems is essential. 

• Problem-Solving: Strong analytical skills to troubleshoot and resolve issues 
efficiently. 

• Worksite Safety: A deep understanding of safety protocols to ensure a safe 
working environment for yourself and others. 

 
These skills will help you excel in the field and contribute to the smooth operation 
of various industrial and commercial facilities.  
 
Certification and Licence 
To operate as a Power Engineer in Nova Scotia, you need to be certified and 
licensed. Here is a summary of the key points: 

1. Certification and Licensing: You must obtain both certification and a 
licence to operate in various work sites, including power plants and 
manufacturing plants. 

2. Classification and Licensing: Different classifications of Power Engineers 
require specific licences. The classification depends on the type and size of 
the plant you will be operating. 

3. Training and Tests: You need to complete specific training programs and 
pass exams to become a certified Power Engineer. The training programs 
must be approved by the Chief Inspector, Power Engineers. 

4. Out-of-Province Certification: If you completed your training outside Nova 
Scotia or hold a certification/licence from another province or country, there 
are specific steps to get your Nova Scotia licence. 

5. Application Process: The application process involves submitting the 
necessary documents and fees. If your application is denied, there is a review 
process available. 
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If you have any questions: 

The Department of Labour, Skills and Immigration (LSI) plays a crucial role in 
ensuring the safety of public facilities and the equipment used within them. They 
provide a range of inspection services and certification programs, including:  

• amusement devices (such as ferris wheels, roller coasters, and inflatables) 
• boiler and pressure vessels 
• fuel installations 
• electrical installations 
• elevators and lifts (such as escalators and ski lifts) 
• refrigeration and compressor equipment operators 
• high pressure welding 
• power engineers 
• cranes 

If you have any question about the information in this document, contact us at  
 
Labour, Skills and Immigration 
Technical Safety  
PO Box 697 
1505 Barrington St. 
Halifax, NS 
B3J 2T8 

Phone: 902-424-5400 or toll free 1-800-952-2687 (NS only) 
Email: safetybranch@novascotia.ca 
 
 
  

mailto:safetybranch@novascotia.ca
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2. How to become a Power Engineer in Nova Scotia________________ 
 
Different classes of classifications require different licences 
In Nova Scotia, the classification of a registered plant determines the type of licence 
you need to work there. The classifications are based on the total plant rating in 
kilowatts (kWs). Here are two key points: 
 

1. Plant Classification: Plants are classified according to their size and power 
output. This classification impacts the type of licence required for operation. 

2. Licensing Requirements: Depending on the classification, you may need 
distinct types of licences. For example, larger plants with higher kW ratings 
typically require more advanced licences. 

 
Use this chart to determine what class of licence you need. Remember, you need to 
get certified first, then you get your licence. 
 
Classification Levels (certificate and licence) 

Classification             Type   

1st Class PE   Interprovincial/Standardized  

2nd Class PE 
 

Interprovincial/Standardized  

3rd Class PE 
 

Interprovincial/Standardized  

4th Class PE  Interprovincial/Standardized  

1st Class PE  Provincial  

2nd Class PE  Provincial  

3rd Class PE  Provincial 
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4th Class PE  Provincial  

2nd Class Refrigeration Plant Operator  Interprovincial  

1st Class Refrigeration Plant Operator  Provincial  

Compressor Plant Operator  Provincial  

Unfired Power Boiler Operator  Provincial  

 
 

How to get certified  
To get certified as a Power Engineer in Nova Scotia, the path you take depends on 
your background: 
 

A. New with No Experience 
1. Enroll in an Approved Training Program: Start by enrolling in a recognized 

Power Engineering program 
2. Complete On-the-Job Training: Accumulate the required hours of practical 

experience. (trainee approval required – section 6) 
3. Pass the Certification Exams: Successfully complete the necessary exams to 

obtain your certification (see section 5)  
4. Have your grade 12 diploma or a prior learning assessment and recognition 

(Prior Learning Assessment (PLAR) – section 4, or take an approved training 
program - section 3) 

When you have the on-the-job training or program, you can apply for your 
certification and licence. (Section7)  

 

B. Completed Training Outside Nova Scotia but Within Canada 
1. Submit Your Credentials: Provide proof of your completed training and 

certification from another Canadian province. 
2. Assessment by Nova Scotia Authorities: Your credentials will be assessed to 

ensure they meet Nova Scotia's standards. 
3. Complete Any Additional Requirements: If needed, complete any additional 

training or exams required by Nova Scotia 
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When you have the on-the-job training or program completed, you can apply for 
your certification and licence. (Section7)  

 
 

C. Have International Credentials 
1. An international credential assessment report issued through the Nova 

Scotia Apprenticeship Agency 
 
When you have the assessment report, you can apply for your certification and 
licence. (Section7)  
  
 
 

3. Where to find training programs________________________________________________ 
You will find a list of all the programs approved by Labour, Skills and Immigration 
here. https://novascotia.ca/lae/equipmentsafety/docs/PE_Approved_Programs.pdf 
  
This list includes the length of time in hours for the course and how this time 
counts toward your practical experience.  
 

4. Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)_______________ 
 
The Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) process is designed to 
recognize the skills and knowledge you have gained outside of traditional 
classroom settings.  
Here's a summary of how PLAR can help you become a certified Power Engineer in 
Nova Scotia: 
 
PLAR Principles 
Focus on Skills: What you can do is more important than where you learned to do 
it. 
Avoid Redundancy: You should not have to relearn what you already know and 
can do. 
 
The Chief Inspector for Power Engineers may grant a licence under the Power 
Engineer Regulations if you have practical experience and educational qualifications 

https://novascotia.ca/lae/equipmentsafety/docs/PE_Approved_Programs.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/tspower.htm
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/tspower.htm
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that are equivalent to the requirements of the licence you are applying for. You can 
find more details in Section 47 of the Regulations. 
 
Required Documents 
When applying through PLAR, you may need to submit: 

• Current resume 
• Affidavit(s) – section 9 
• Training certifications related to power engineering 
• Grade 12 diploma/transcript or higher 
• International credential check through recognized agency 

 
**All Power Engineering applicants must challenge the classification exams** 

5. Exams___________________________________________________    
To get certified and licensed as a Power Engineer in Nova Scotia, you need to follow 
these steps: 

1. Write the Exams: You must take and pass the exams for each classification 
of certification and licence you wish to obtain. 

2. Submit Application: Complete the application for a certificate of 
qualification, including all relevant documents, signatures, and payment for 
the examination papers. (section 7)  

3. Check Exam Schedule: The exam schedule is available on the Power 
Engineer’s website 

 
To ensure a smooth application process for your Power Engineer certification and 
licence, follow these steps: 

1. Personal Information: Include your full name and address. 
2. Interprovincial Exam (Page 1, Section 1): 

• Circle the classification level. 
• Check which exam you are applying to challenge. 
• Choose two exam dates in case one sitting is full. 

3. Educational and Practical Experience (Page 3, Section 2): 
• Summarize all hours of practical experience. 
• Ensure your trainer has signed off on the hours being submitted. 
• Include copies of your diplomas, high school transcript, or training 

certifications. 
4. Declaration: Sign and date this section. 

Make sure to complete all sections of the application accurately. Incomplete 
applications may result in delays or denial. 

https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/tspower.htm
https://novascotia.ca/lae/equipmentsafety/engineer.asp
https://novascotia.ca/lae/equipmentsafety/engineer.asp
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Power Engineers do not have a Red Seal Endorsement. Instead, they are nationally 
endorsed through the Standardization of Power Engineers Examination 
Committee (SOPEEC). You can find more information on their official website: 
SOPEEC. www.sopeec.org  
 

6. On-the-job Training________________________________________ 
If you are training to become a power engineer in Nova Scotia, you will need to 
complete a minimum number of hours of on-the-job training. Here are the steps 
you need to follow: 

1. On-the-Job Training: Ensure you complete the required hours of practical 
training as part of your program. 

2. Registration: Your employer must register you as a trainee with the 
Department of Labour, Skills and Immigration/Technical Safety. 

3. Submission of Letter: Your employer needs to submit a letter to the 
Department of Labour, Skills and Immigration, including: 

• Your full name and address 
• The full name and licence number of your supervising operator 
• Confirmation that your training program is approved by the Power 

Engineer Chief Inspector with Technical Safety 
This process ensures that your training is recognized and meets the necessary 
standards. If you have 
 
 
Training Program: 
Here is a summary of the process: 
 

http://www.sopeec.org/
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1. Developing the Training Program: Your company needs to create a training 
program tailored to your role. 

2. Approval: This program must be submitted by your employer to be 
approved by the Chief Inspector, Power Engineers. 

3. Accredited Hours: Only the hours accumulated after the training program 
has been approved will count towards your certification. 

 
This ensures that all training meets the required standards and is officially 
recognized.  
 
If you have any questions about developing or submitting the training program, 
please contact Technical Safety.  
 

7.0. Application Process_____________________________________ 
If you have completed your training in Nova Scotia, here are the steps to apply for 
your Certificate of Qualification: 

1. Complete Sections 1 and 2 of the Application: 
• Include your high school diploma, transcript, or PLAR documentation. 
• Provide a training certificate from an approved training program (refer 

to Section 3 of the guide). 
• If applicable, include your practical test certificate and logbooks for on-

the-job training. 
2. Payment: 

• Prepare a cheque or money order made out to the Minister of Finance 
for your application fees. The amount will be specified on the 
application. 

3. Declaration: 
• Ensure you complete and sign the declaration on page 4 of the 

application. 
4. Mailing: 

• Mail the completed application, cheque/money order, and all required 
documentation to the address for Labour, Skills and Immigration. 

 
Following these steps will help ensure your application is processed smoothly.  
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For those who have completed training outside Nova Scotia but within Canada, 
here are the steps to apply for your Certificate of Qualification: 

1. Complete Sections 1 and 2 of the Application: 
• Include training certificates related to your certification. 
• Provide a current resume. 
• If applicable, include prior learning assessment and recognition (PLAR) 

documentation. 
• Submit any credentials issued by a government or local authority that 

oversees Power Engineers (refer to Alternative Documents in Section 
9). 

2. Payment: 
• Prepare a cheque or money order made out to the Minister of Finance 

for your application fees. The amount will be specified on the 
application. 

3. Declaration: 
• Ensure you complete and sign the declaration on page 4 of the 

application. 
4. Mailing: 

• Mail the completed application, cheque/money order, and all required 
documentation to the address for Labour, Skills and Immigration. 

 
Following these steps will help ensure your application is processed smoothly.  
Be sure to complete the declaration on page 4 of the application, then mail the 
application, cheque/money order and all of the above documentation to the 
address for Labour, Skills and Immigration below.
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For those with international credentials, here are the steps to apply for your 
Certificate of Qualification: 

1. Complete Section 3 of the Application: 
• Include training certificates related to your certification (translated to 

English if applicable). 
• Provide a current resume. 
• If applicable, include prior learning assessment (PLAR) documentation. 
• Submit any credentials issued by a government or local authority that 

oversees Power Engineers (refer to Alternative Documents in Section 
10, page 16). 

• Include foreign credentials issued by a government or local authority 
that oversees Power Engineers (refer to Alternative Documents in 
Section 9). 

2. Payment: 
• Prepare a cheque or money order made out to the Minister of Finance 

for your application fees. The amount will be specified on the 
application. 

3. Declaration: 
• Ensure you complete and sign the declaration on page 4 of the 

application. 
4. Mailing: 

• Mail the completed application, cheque/money order, and all required 
documentation to the address for Labour, Skills and Immigration. 

 
Following these steps will help ensure your application is processed smoothly.  
 
Be sure to complete the declaration on page 4 of the application, then mail the 
application, cheque/money order and all of the above documentation to the 
address for Labour, Skills and Immigration below. 
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What happens with your application 
Once Labour, Skills and Immigration receives your application, it will be registered 
and assigned a unique identifying number. Here’s what happens next: 

1. Forwarding to Chief Inspector: Your application will be sent to the Nova 
Scotia Chief Inspector for Power Engineering for assessment. 

2. Review Time: 
• Domestic Applicants: Typically takes about 10 days. 
• International/Transfer Applicants: Can take up to 30 days. 
• Incomplete Applications: May take longer to process. 

Outcomes 
• Approved Applications: You will receive your Certificate of Qualification and 

Power Engineer licence by mail. 
• International/Transfer Applicants: Will receive their Power Engineer 

licence by mail. 
• Not Approved: You will receive a letter via mail or email explaining the 

reasons for the denial. 
Make sure your application is complete and accurate to avoid delays.  
 
How to appeal a decision 

If you disagree with the decision regarding your application for 
classification, here are the steps you can take: 

1. Contact the Administrator: Reach out to the Chief Inspector, 
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Power Engineering They may be able to resolve your concern 
directly. 

2. Internal Review Process: If the matter cannot be resolved by the 
Chief Inspector you can pursue an internal review process. For 
more details on this process, refer to Appendix A of the guide. 

This approach ensures that your concerns are addressed fairly and 
thoroughly. 
 
Contact Information 
Labour, Skills and Immigration 
Technical Safety  
PO Box 697 
1505 Barrington St., 3rd Floor 
Halifax, NS 
B3J 2T8 
1-800-952-2687 or 902-424-5400 
Email: safetybranch@novascotia.ca 
 
 
What if my licence is expired? 
If your Power Engineer licence has expired, you can submit payment for renewal up 
to 4 years from the expiry date. After 4 years, you will need to apply for a rewrite to 
Labour, Skills and Immigration/Technical Safety to challenge a reinstatement exam. 
You can find the exam schedule and more details on the Power Engineer’s website 
 
 
 
  
 
 

8.0 Changing your information/Requesting an upgrade______________ 
How to change personal information 
To update your personal information, such as your name, address, or phone 
number, follow these steps: 

1. Send an Email: Contact powerengineers@novascotia.ca with your request. 

mailto:safetybranch@novascotia.ca
https://novascotia.ca/lae/equipmentsafety/engineer.asp
mailto:powerengineers@novascotia.ca
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2. Legal Documents: If you are changing your name, make sure to include the 
necessary legal documents to support the change. 

 
How to request a classification upgrade 
To upgrade to a higher classification as a Power Engineer in Nova Scotia, you need 
to meet the following requirements: 

1. Current Licence: Hold a current licence that is not less than one level lower 
than the classification you wish to upgrade to. 

2. Trainee Registration: Be registered as a trainee for the power engineer 
classification you wish to upgrade to (refer to Section 6 for on-the-job 
training). 

3. Regulated Hours: Complete the required regulated hours for the 
classification you want to upgrade to. 

4. Exams: Successfully pass the exams for the new classification (see Section 5 
Exams). 

Application Process 
If you meet all the above requirements, follow these steps: 

1. Complete Sections 1 and 2: Fill out the sections 1 and 2 of the application 
for Certificate of Qualification. 

2. Submit Documentation: Include all the requested documentation. 
3. Payment: Prepare a cheque or money order made out to the Minister of 

Finance for your application fees. The amount will be specified on the 
application. 

4. Mail the Application: Send the completed application, payment, and 
documentation to Labour, Skills and Immigration. 

Important Note 
You cannot skip a classification between upgrades without completing the full 
required regulated practical time. 
 
 
How to maintain your certification 
Here are the key points: 

• Certificate of Qualification: You will receive this certificate once, and it does 
not expire. 

• Annual Licence Renewal: Your Power Engineer licence needs to be renewed 
each year. You will receive a renewal notice by mail before the renewal date, 
but it is your responsibility to ensure it is renewed on time. 
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Staying on top of your renewal dates is crucial to maintaining your ability to work as 
a Power Engineer.  
 

9.0 Alternative documents: ___________________________________ 
Education credentials 
 

□ certified copies of original academic documentation. 
□ photocopies of academic documentation together with an affidavit attesting 

to the authenticity of the document. 
□ an affidavit from the applicant describing the applicant’s academic 

qualifications, the institution attended, and detailed descriptions of the 
courses taken and course curriculums, with supporting evidence if available. 

□ affidavits from former professors and classmates verifying the applicant’s 
course descriptions and attesting to the applicant’s academic performance. 

□ information obtained by the ORGANIZATION from third parties, with the 
applicant’s advance consent, verifying the applicant’s educational 
credentials. 

□ any other information offered by the applicant evidencing their academic 
qualifications. 

Acceptable Alternate Information – Professional Qualifications 
 

□ reference letters from prior employers and colleagues. 
□ an affidavit from the applicant describing the applicant’s professional 

qualifications and detailed descriptions of prior work performed, with 
supporting evidence if available. 

□ copies of reports that support the applicant’s involvement in a project. 
□ statements of professional standing from other regulatory bodies. 
□ certified copies of professional licenses or certificates. 

any other information offered by the applicant evidencing their professional 
qualification 

10.0 Access to Personal Records  
 
To request access to your personal records held by Labour, Skills, and Immigration, 
you need to email powerengineers@novascotia.ca.  Make sure to include: 
 

mailto:powerengineers@novascotia.ca
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• Your full name and mailing address 
• Your Licence number (NSID, Nova Scotia Identification Number) 
• The specific documents you are requesting 
 

Ther is no cost to request your records.  
 

Appendices_________________________________________________ 
Appendix A – Internal Review Process (as required by s. 3.8 and 3.9 of the FRPA 
Report) 
An applicant who does not agree with a formal decision of the Chief Inspector or 
Registrar may request an internal review of the decision by the Technical Safety 
Administrator.  

The request for a review must be submitted in writing or by email to the Technical 
Safety Division withing fifteen (15) days of receipt of the written notice of the 
decision by the Chief Inspector or Registrar.  

When conducting a review the Administrator will, within thirty (30) calendar days of 
receipt of the review request:  

• review the information provided by the applicant.  
• may make other inquires related to the application, and 
• may use any information, including information that is gathered or has 

previously been provided by another person, that the Administrator 
considers advisable to assist in determining the review. 

• The applicant will be provided the opportunity to submit new information 
and to make other submissions with respect to the internal review. 
 

The Administrator is not required to hold a hearing when conducting a review 

Once the review is complete, the Administrator will, in writing: 

• confirm, vary or revoke a decision. 
• provide reasons for the review decision 
• allow additional time for the person to meet application requirements.  
• make any decision that the inspector or inspection agency could have made; 

or 
• refuse to decide a matter and refer the matter to the Appeal Board. 
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The Administrator will notify the applicant who applied for the review of their 
decision in writing and notify the Chief Inspector, Registrar, inspector, and any 
other person(s) who made the initial decision regarding the application. 

The submission of a written request to the Administrator for a review of a decision 
acts as a stay of the decision until the review has been determined. 

 
Who conducts the review of a decision? 
 
Only the Chief Inspector for Power Engineers has the authority to issue a 
certification or license to an applicant. If a request for a review is received from an 
applicant, the internal review is conducted by the Technical Safety Administrator. 
 
 
Appendix B – Nova Scotia equivalency from other jurisdictions (pending more 
information) 
 
Province or Territory  Classification    Equivalency 
British Columbia    
Alberta 
Saskatchewan 
Manitoba 
Quebec 
Ontario 
New Brunswick 
Prince Edward Island  
Newfoundland 
Northwest Territories 
Yukon Territories 
Nunavut 
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