
Lands and Forestry Minister Iain Rankin presents the  
2019 Woodland Owner of the Year award to Spence Managed Forest in Hants County.
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Woodland Owner of the Year Award  
2019 Celebrations! 
The Nova Scotia Woodland Owner of the Year Award has recognized outstanding woodland 
stewards since 1990. The award promotes landowners who practice sustainable stewardship 
of their land with the goal to encourage other woodland owners to practice sustainable forestry, 
and to increase public awareness of the importance of small, private woodland in Nova Scotia. 

The provincial WOYA winner was Spence Managed Forest of Ellershouse, Hants County, who 
also was the Central Region winner. Terry Cameron of Antigonish County was the Eastern Region 
winner, while Cindy and Sherm Embree from Shelburne received the Western Region award.  

On September 28th, about 200 people attended the public field day event at the 
Spence Managed Forest in Ellershouse, Hants County. 

Representatives from the Department of Lands and Forestry and many other organizations 
were available to chat with the public. They included Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute, 
Nova Scotia Woodland Owners and Operators Association, Association of Sustainable 
Forestry, Federation of Nova Scotia Woodland Owners, Western Area Woodlot Coop, various 
community organizations and forestry related businesses.
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Woodland Management Home Study Program
Get involved in the Woodland Management Home Study Program! 
The program is a series of booklets on topics related to woodland 
stewardship and sustainable land management. The program is free 
and open to anyone with an interest in woodland management. We 
are always working to update and expand our program offerings – 
*Recently published Module 17: Beneath Your Feet: A Woodland Owner’s 
Guide to Mineral and Geological Resources and *Coming soon* Module 
18: Ecosystem Based Management for Woodlands. Workshops and 
evening courses related to ecosystem based and managing woodlots in 
a changing climate will be offered in early spring. Contact us to order 
your copy today!

The field day was a huge success with large crowds, good weather, and great food from a local auxiliary group from Brooklyn  
Fire Brigade. Visitors had the opportunity to meet and share the live experience with the Spence family, and Jim Bremner  
(the caretaker of the woodlot).

Lands and Forestry Minister Iain Rankin presented the award to the Spence’s family and congratulated all the winners, their 
family members, and their employees. He also presented a plaque to Cindy and Sherm Embree and congratulated them for 
tireless efforts and interests in sustainable woodland management. 
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Hon. Iain Rankin, Minister of Lands and Forestry, presenting a laptop to Jim Bremner.



 UPCOMING EVENTS 

Events Calendar
February 22 to 24 
Hunting and Fishing 
Guides Course
Holiday Inn Sydney Waterfront NS
Contact: 
Vinal Smith at 902-356-2498  
or vinalsmith@eastlink.ca  
for more information.

Saturday, March 7 
Western Region  
Woodland Conference
North Queens Fire Hall 
Caledonia, Queens County, NS. 

Saturday, April 4
Central Region  
Woodland Conference
Millbrook Community Centre 
Colchester County, NS.

Saturday, April 18
Eastern Region  
Woodland Conference
Port Hawkesbury Civic Centre 
Port Hawkesbury, Richmond County, NS.
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Thank you to all who came out to celebrate this year and 
congratulations to all the winners!

Woodland Owner Conferences 2020 
Join us this spring at the 2020 Woodland Owner Conferences to hear experts and 
woodland owners talk about woodland management issues and how to resolve them. 
Explore various objectives such as harvesting timber, providing wildlife habitats, or 
simply maintaining forest health. $20 for early registration, regular cost is $25 and  
$15 for students and includes lunch. For details and to register, call 1-855-679-6637. 

CONFERENCE DATES

Sherm and Cindy Embree receiving a plaque from Hon. Iain Rankin, Lands and Forestry Minister.

   March 7th, 2020:  
North Queens  
Fire Hall, Caledonia,  
Queens County, NS 
 Early registration 
deadline is Feb. 28

   April 4th, 2020:  
Millbrook  
Community Centre,  
Colchester County, NS  
Early registration 
deadline is March 27

   April 18th, 2020:  
Port Hawkesbury  
Civic Centre,  
Richmond County, NS 
Early registration 
deadline is April 10

mailto:vinalsmith@eastlink.ca


Pests updates 
WHITEMARKED TUSSOCK MOTH

A native of Nova Scotia, 
the whitemarked tussock 
moth has historically caused 
sporadic and localized 
damage in both hardwood 
and softwood forests of the 
province. During an outbreak 
in Nova Scotia in the 1990’s, 
over 200,000 hectares of 
woodland were impacted.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR AND DAMAGE CAUSED

The caterpillar of the whitemarked tussock moth is very distinctive with a red head, four 
greyish brush-like tufts and two bright red spots on its back and two long black tufts of hair 
on each side of head and one near its hind end. Young larvae skeletonize leaves, while older 
larvae consume entire leaves or whole needles during July and August. Tree deformation, 
unsightly egg masses and mortality resulting from a large caterpillar population, has had 
a significant impact on the Christmas tree industry in the past. Adult moths do not cause 
damage, however old cocoons and egg masses are visible during fall and winter months.

CURRENT SITUATION IN NOVA SCOTIA
Currently there appears to be a build in tussock populations in several locations of the 
province with evidence of low defoliation in some areas. 

CONTROL 
There are numerous naturally 
occurring parasites, predators 
and diseases that can control the 
population levels of the whitemarked 
tussock when not at epidemic levels. 
When populations do escalate, 
options include the application of a 
registered insecticide according to 
label instructions, after bud break.
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Canada’s  
Forest Facts:
During an outbreak in 
Nova Scotia in the 1990’s

200,000  
hectares of woodland 
were impacted

Our Contact 
Information
PARKS & OUTREACH 
Department of Lands and Forestry 
P.O. Box 698 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  
B3J 2T9
Phone:  
(902)-424-5444 or   
Toll Free: 1-866-226-7577  

Fax: 902-424-7735 
E-mail: woodlot@novascotia.ca 
Web: novascotia.ca/natr/woodlot

Like us on Facebook  
@NovaScotiaWoodlands and stay 

tuned to any upcoming family 
events and other information

novascotia.ca/natr
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