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Woodland Owner of the Year Award
2018 Celebrations!
The Nova Scotia Woodland Owner of the Year Award has recognized outstanding woodland
stewards since 1990. The award promotes landowners who practice sustainable stewardship
of their land with the goal to encourage other woodland owners to practice sustainable forestry,
and to increase public awareness of the importance of small, private woodland in Nova Scotia.
This year the provincial WOYA winners are Kevin and Susan Veinotte of West Northfield,
Lunenburg County, who also were the western region winners. Jaime Snell-Polendine of
Wentworth Valley is the central region winner, while Bill Oprel and Ruthe Macaulay of
Cape Breton received the eastern region award.
On September 29th, about 250 people attended the Lands and Forestry public field day
event at the Veinotte’s woodlot in West Northfield.
Representatives from the Department of Lands and Forestry and many other organizations
were available to chat with the public. They included Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute,
Nova Scotia Woodland Owners and Operators Association, Association of Sustainable
Forestry, Federation of Nova Scotia Woodland Owners, Lunenburg Christmas Tree
Association, Western area Woodlot Coop, Medway Community Forest Cooperative, various
community organizations and forestry related businesses.
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Luke, Susan, Mark, Neil, and Kevin Veinotte

The field day was a huge success with large crowds, good weather, and great food from a local community group. Visitors
had the opportunity to meet the Veinottes and learn about forest biodiversity stewardship, yarding with horses, selection
management, mechanized harvesting, managing for carbon, just to mention but a few. Hugh MacKay, MLA for Chester – St.
Margaret’s Bay, presented the Veinottes with a commemorative sign and emphasized the importance of woodland owners like
Kevin and Susan Veinotte to sustainable forest management in Nova Scotia. He noted that,

“the department truly thinks of woodland owners as our partners in managing and preserving
forested areas for future generations.”
Thank you to all who came out to celebrate this year and congratulations to all the winners!

Woodland Management Home Study Program:
Get involved in the Woodland Management Home Study Program! The Home Study Program
is a series of booklets on topics related to woodland stewardship and sustainable land
management. Participating in the program is free and open to anyone with an interest in
woodland management. We are always working to update and expand our program offerings
– *Recently published Module 17: Beneath Your Feet: A Woodland Owner’s Guide to Mineral and
Geological Resources and *Coming soon* Module 18: Ecosystem Based Management for Woodlands.
Call us to order your copy today!

PUBLICATIONS:
1. Nova Scotia’s Forest Management Guide, FRR # 100, REPORT FOR 2018-001, available at:
novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/programs/timberman/pdf/FMG.pdf
2. C rop Tree Release in Tolerant Hardwoods. Report FOR 2018-3 No. 101, available at:
novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/programs/timberman/pdf/Crop_Tree_Release_Report.pdf

Ecological Land Classification
FOR NOVA SCOTIA

3. Digital Wind Exposure Map for Nova Scotia. Report FOR 2017-15 No. 99, available at:
novascotia.ca/natr/library/forestry/reports/Wind_map_FRR_99.pdf
4. Ecological Land Classification for Nova Scotia. Report For 2017-13, available at:
novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/ecological/pdf/Ecological-Land-Classification-guide.pdf
5. A
 Field Guide to Forest Biodiversity Stewardship, available at:
novascotia.ca/natr/library/forestry/reports/Biodiversity-Stewardship-Guide.pdf
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Woodland Owner Conferences 2019
Join us this spring at the 2019 Woodland Owner Conferences to hear experts and
woodland owners talk about woodland management issues. Explore various topics such
as harvesting timber, providing wildlife habitats, or simply maintaining forest health.
Cost is $25 and includes lunch. Mark your calendars with the dates below. Details on
location and how to register will be available in early 2019.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Events Calendar

CONFERENCE DATES
M
 arch 2nd, 2019: Western Nova Scotia, Digby Regional High School, Digby
A
 pril 13th, 2019: Central Nova Scotia, Musquodoboit Harbour
A
 pril 27th, 2019: Eastern Nova Scotia, Venue TBA

Independent Review of Forest Practices
in Nova Scotia
On December 3, 2018, government announced that it accepted the findings of Professor
Lahey’s Independent review of Forest Practices in Nova Scotia. Government’s response
to the report can be found at novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/Forest_Review. Readers
will also find government’s new interim guidelines for tree retention for Crown land
licensees. These guidelines put greater focus on multi-aged management practices.
The Department of Lands and Forestry will move forward with the following
priority actions:

p rotect and enhance ecosystems and biodiversity as the department’s
overarching forest policy priority
implement what is known as the triad model of ecological forestry,
which includes conservation areas, high-production forest areas and
a combination when conservation and forestry objectives are blended
 ake revisions to the Forest Management Guide to place more
m
emphasis on ecological values in the decision-making process
b egin a peer review of the department’s approach to natural
disturbance regimes to ensure alignment with ecological forestry
increase the focus on wildlife and species at risk with a focus on
health and recovery plans
improve openness, transparency and accountability of the
department’s decisions
e xplore opportunities for small-scale wood energy projects to allow
low-quality wood to be used in heating public buildings, such as
hospitals, schools, and government offices.
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Saturday, March 2

Western Region
Woodland Conference:
Western Nova Scotia
Digby Regional High School, Digby

Saturday, April 13

Central Region
Woodland Conference:
Central Nova Scotia
Musquodoboit Harbour

Saturday, April 27

Eastern Region
Woodland Conference:
Eastern Nova Scotia
Venue TBA

Pests updates:
HEMLOCK WOOLLY ADELGID (HWA):
Native to Asia, the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) was first reported in Eastern North America
in the early 1950s; and was recently detected in the western counties of Nova Scotia in the
summer of 2017. It is not considered a pest in its native range, however, since the 1980s HWA
has rapidly spread throughout the eastern United States, causing extensive defoliation and
tree mortality.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR AND DAMAGE CAUSED:
The presence of tiny patches of white wool at the base of needles,
particularly on the younger growth, is a good indicator. The feeding
by the HWA causes the needles to dry up and drop, and hence bud
development ceases. The defoliation gives the trees an overall greyish
appearance. Multiple years of feeding often result in stem dieback and
growth loss. This damage can weaken the trees to the point where they are susceptible to
other pests. Mortality may occur within 3 to 5 years in severe infestations.

CURRENT SITUATION IN NOVA SCOTIA:

Our Contact
Information
PARKS, OUTREACH,
AND SERVICE DELIVERY

The severity of the current damage in Nova Scotia ranges from early population
establishment, light defoliation, to tree mortality. Based on a detailed aerial survey
conducted in 2018 by the Department of Lands and Forestry, 17, 777 ha of hemlock have
been impacted in the five regulated counties. The department’s Forest Health specialists
are monitoring HWA populations to better understand the insect’s biology in hopes of
developing a management strategy for this pest.

Department of Lands and Forestry
P.O. Box 698
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 2T9
Phone:
(902)-424-5444 or
Toll Free: 1-866-226-7577
Fax: 902-424-7735
E-mail: woodlot@novascotia.ca
Web: novascotia.ca/natr/woodlot
Like us on Facebook
@NovaScotiaWoodlands and stay
tuned to any upcoming family
events and other information

novascotia.ca/natr

Stewardship note:
To prevent introduction and spread of HWA movement of hemlock wood products and nursery
stock should be avoided, particularly during the peak risk period between May and July. This
forest pest is regulated by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)under the federal Plant
Protection Act. Please contact a local CFIA office for more information.
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