
Congratulations to Norman and Stacey Paupin of Colchester County for not only securing the top central 
region title but also becoming the provincial winners of the 2020 Woodland Owner of the Year Award.
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Woodland Owner of the Year Award  
2020 Celebrations! 
Central and Provincial Winners: Norman and Stacey Paupin
A commitment to sustainable forest practices and an eye for innovation have earned 
Colchester County couple Norman and Stacey Paupin of Folly Lake the title of Provincial 
Woodland Owners of the Year for 2020.

In 2012, the Paupins bought a degraded 40-hectare woodlot near Shinimicas, Cumberland Co. 
with the goal of restoring the forest and to harvest firewood and non-timber forest products. 
Using treatments like thinning, they have improved the forest health by encouraging growth 
of native species.

Following COVID-19 guidelines and protocols, a special half-day public field event was held 
October 03 to celebrate the Paupins’ achievements. The event attracted people from all walks 
of life including woodlot owners, local political leaders, forest service providers, industry 
professionals, and the general public. 

The field day events included a tour of the property, pre-commercial thinning treatment 
demonstration, protected areas, ecological forestry, climate change and woodland 
management, wildfire prevention and suppression, Norman’s buggy (homemade forwarder), 
and making birch syrup. 
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The participants were exposed to the Paupins’ ingenuity of using solar 
powered pumps to collect sap and latest and adapted technology to make 
birch syrup. The birch syrup produced at their woodlot has been used by 
NSCC culinary students and has won first prize at the World Birch Syrup 
Championships in Russia in 2018. 

Private woodlot owners like Norman and Stacey are vital to our province’s 
forestry sector. They’ve created a healthier environment and a business 
opportunity through good forest management and resource stewardship.

The Woodland Owner of the Year Award has recognized outstanding woodland stewards since 1990. The award recognizes 
landowners who practice sustainable stewardship of their land with the goal to encourage other woodland owners to practice 
sustainable forestry, and to increase public awareness of the importance of small, private woodland in Nova Scotia. 

Browntail moth: Potential new pest on the horizon.
The Browntail moth (BTM), Euproctis chrysorrhea (Linn.), is not 
generally considered a forest pest, but can cause considerable 
damage to a variety of hardwood tree species. The BTM is yet another 
introduced species, first recorded in Nova Scotia over 100 years 
ago, and last detected in the 1940s. Unfortunately, it may be on its 
way back, establishing itself up the east coast of the United States, 
with very high populations recently recorded in Maine. For the past 
two years, adult moths have been intercepted during mid summer in 
various locations within Nova Scotia. 

These flights are presumed to have been blown in from neighboring Maine populations and are concentrated along the coastal 
regions of Shelburne and Yarmouth counties, as well as within the inner Bay of Fundy including Apple River, Cumberland Co., and 
various locations within New Brunswick. Detecting the moths does not necessarily mean there are established populations in the 
province. The moths are strong fliers and the wind up the Bay of Fundy can carry them further than they naturally do. We are just 
being cautious and monitoring the situation at this time.

What to look for:
The BTM overwinters as tiny larvae within webs on the tips of hardwood trees in numbers of 25 to 400 per web. 

It is the larvae within these webbings that are the main interest and concern for this 
species. The hairs of these larvae, as well as the webbing and the cast larval hairs 
incorporated around the pupae, are extremely toxic. Contact with these hairs can cause a 
rash on human skin like that caused by poison ivy and can be severe on some individuals. 
People can also experience respiratory distress from inhaling the microscopic hairs 
in the air. Anyone with a hypersensitivity or compromised respiratory system should 
practice extreme caution.

Below are two publications produced by the Maine Forest Service on the BTM. The pictures of the webbings are key identifiers at 
this time of year. They are very white and almost glisten in the sun. They are often confused with old fall webworm webbings, but 
the size is much smaller and the clean white appearance contrasts with the old messy and dirty webworm nests. 

   maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest_health/insects/browntail_moth_id_winter_nests.htm 
   maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest_health/insects/browntail_moth.htm 

Stewardship message: 
If you do see webbing suspected to be a BTM, please use extreme caution, especially if you are hypersensitive or have  
pre-existing respiratory issues. Handle only with gloves and place carefully in a plastic bag to not disturb the hairs within 
the webbing. Better yet send an image to forest.health@novascotia.ca.
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BTM moth flight 2020 Yarmouth Co. (NS Lands & Forestry 2020)

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest_health/insects/browntail_moth_id_winter_nests.htm
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest_health/insects/browntail_moth.htm
mailto:forest.health%40novascotia.ca?subject=


Looking for  
Tree for Boston

Do you have the next Tree  
for Boston?
Nova Scotia will never forget the 
support, kindness, and quick response 
the people of Boston provided after 
the explosion. To say thank you, the 
province sends the gift of a beautiful 
Christmas tree.

If you have or know of a white or  
red spruce or balsam fir with the 
following characteristics, we want  
to hear from you!

Here’s some of the criteria we look for:
   Twelve to fifteen meters (40-50 feet) 

in height
   Healthy with good colour
   Medium to heavy density
   Uniform and symmetrical
   Easy to access

Send a photo and location to  
Sandra.Johnston@novascotia.ca  
or contact a local Lands and  
Forestry office.
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With the continued uncertainty around COVID-19 in the province, the 2021 Spring 
Woodland Conferences will be held online through a series of free webinars. Based on 
the results of our recent public survey, we have decided on short 30-60-minute sessions, 
which will be held twice per month, from February to April. Live sessions will be held on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. Sessions will be recorded and posted for later viewing 
for anyone unable to attend. The first five confirmed dates will be February 10th and 
24th, March 10th and 24th, and April 7th. The five sessions will include topics such as 
transition support and ecological forestry, forestry transition team updates, private 
land stewardship, invasive species and forest pests, managing woodland and woodland 
carbon in a changing climate, and biodiversity , wildlife and species at risk. To register 
and for more information on these and future sessions visit: nswoods.ca

Woodland 
Management  
Home Study 
Program
Get involved in the Woodland 
Management Home Study Program! 
The Home Study Program is a 
series of booklets on topics related 
to woodland stewardship and 
sustainable land management. 
Participating in the program is  

free and open to anyone with an interest in woodland management. We are always 
working to update and expand our program offerings – *Recently published  
Module 18: Ecological Forestry: A Nova Scotia Approach to Woodland Stewardship.  
This new publication Covers the following areas:

   An Introduction to Ecological Forestry – What is Ecological Forestry and how  
to implement it. 

   Getting Acquainted with the Tools for Ecological Forestry – What tools can  
aid in Ecological Forest Management.

   Woodland Biodiversity and Ecological Forestry – How to identify biodiversity 
feature on your woodland

   Land Classification for Ecological Forestry – Understanding the physical  
geography of Nova Scotia

   Ecological Forestry Practices – How to sustainably manage your woodland

Call us to order your copy today!

mailto:Sandra.Johnston%40novascotia.ca?subject=
http://nswoods.ca


Fund Helping Forestry Operators  
with COVID-19 Safety Costs
Nova Scotia’s forest sector operators can apply to recover extra costs for keeping their 
employees and communities safe during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The federal government has made more than $668,000 from the Forest Sector Safety 
Measures Fund available to small and medium-sized forestry businesses in Nova Scotia.

Businesses can apply to Department of Lands and Forestry to 
recover costs for COVID-19 safety measures incurred between 
April 1 and Dec. 31, 2020. Eligible costs include personal 
protective equipment, handwashing stations, extra vehicles and 
accommodations, sanitization and facilities for self-isolation.

Eligible businesses must have fewer than 500 employees and their primary activities must be 
in forestry and logging, support activities for forestry, wood product manufacturing, or pulp 
and paper manufacturing.

The application guide and form are available on Nova Scotia’s Coronavirus website. 
Businesses can apply online until Feb. 26.

Seeking Input from Woodland Owners
Do you own or manage at least 10 acres (4 ha) of forest land? The Province of Nova Scotia 
and the Forestry Transition Team want to hear from you!

An online survey has been created to help inform 
government programs and services, improve 
information sharing, and support woodland-owner-
led solutions in advancing environmental, social and 
economic goals. 

The survey is intended for individuals and companies 
that own at least 10 acres (4 ha) of woodland, which 
may be managed for economic interests or other 
values like recreation or conservation. The survey 
asks questions about interests, motivations for land 
use and management practices.

Take the survey now:  
novascotia.ca/woodland-owner-survey

Your participation is anonymous, but the insights 
gained from across the province will be helpful. Focus 
groups will also be held this winter.

Stay tuned to our social media channels for updates 
on the survey!
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Our Contact 
Information
Parks & Outreach  
Department of Lands and Forestry 
P.O. Box 698 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  
B3J 2T9
Phone:  
902-424-5444 or   
Toll Free: 1-866-226-7577  

Fax: 902-424-7735 
E-mail: woodlot@novascotia.ca 
Web: novascotia.ca/natr/woodlot

Like us on Facebook  
@NovaScotiaWoodlands and stay 

tuned to any upcoming family 
events and other information

novascotia.ca/natr

To our 
subscribers  
who receive  
this newsletter 
by mail, 
we are transitioning over to 
a digital version. We want to 
continue to provide you  
updates and information in a 
timely manner, delivered  
directly to you through email  
or accessible from our website.  
To sign up to receive the 
electronic newsletter, please  
send your request to  
woodlot@novascotia.ca 

Please Note:

http://www.novascotia.ca/woodland-owner-survey
mailto:woodlot@novascotia.ca
http://novascotia.ca/natr/woodlot
https://www.facebook.com/NovaScotiaWoodlands/
http://Novascotia.ca/natr
mailto:woodlot%40novascotia.ca?subject=

