
The Honourable Tory Rushton, MLA for Cumberland South and Minister of Natural Resources and 
Renewables presenting the award to Jonathan and Abbey Veinotte.
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Woodland Owner of the Year Award 2021: 
ecological forestry celebrated! 
The Nova Scotia Woodland Owner of the Year Award (WOYA) has recognized outstanding 
woodland stewards since 1990. The award promotes landowners who practise sustainable 
stewardship of their lands with the goal to encourage other woodland owners to practise 
sustainable forestry, and to increase public awareness of the importance of small private 
woodland in Nova Scotia. Jonathan and Abbey Veinotte, this year’s western winners, also took 
the title of the provincial Woodland Owner of the Year. Luther and Joyce Sears received the title 
for the central region, and Warren MacMullin and family were recognized for the eastern region.

Western and provincial field day: September 18
About 200 people attended the field day in celebration of the Veinottes’ achievement. The 
event attracted woodland owners, political leaders, vendors, forest service providers, industry 
professionals, and the general public.

The Honourable Tory Rushton, Minister of Natural Resources and Renewables, presented the 
award to the Veinottes and congratulated all winners and nominated candidates for the great 
work they have done over the years to support ecological forestry-based approaches and 
promote sound management of our natural resources.
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About the Veinottes
For Jonathan, the journey of woodland management began when 
he was just a boy. As a teen, Jonathan won a youth initiative 
award from Forest Products Nova Scotia. He gained ownership 
of the woodlot when he was only 23 years old. He is the 
youngest winner in Woodland Owner of the Year Award’s (WOYA) 
31-year history. Jonathan is an active member of his community 
and serves as a member of various groups such as the Luneburg 
County Christmas Tree Producers Association, the Christmas 
Tree Council of Nova Scotia, the All-Nova Scotia Green Christmas 
Tree Co-Op, and the Western Woodlot Services Co-Op. 

 
About the field day
The field day event included information sessions on wildlife habitat, woodlot diversity and ecological forestry, Christmas trees, 
forest management planning and various silvicultural treatments and funding opportunities, forestry equipment, and many 
displays from different vendors and partner organizations.

Central region: October 2
Minister Rushton applauded the efforts taken by the Sears 
family as a positive contribution to both Nova Scotia’s economy 
and environment, saying that, “it is because of people like the 
Sears – who are employing the principles of ecological forestry 
firsthand – that we are able to all enjoy these grounds today.”

About the Sears
Luther and Joyce Sears’s woodlot in Moose River, Cumberland 
County, overlooks the Bay of Fundy and Five Islands. Luther’s 
main goal is to return the land back to a healthy, species-rich 
forest.

The Sears have been working with Athol Forestry to develop and carry out their woodlot’s management plan. Through this plan, 
they’re focused on getting the forest back to a state where it is abundant in both plant and animal species. 

They’ve established various roads and trails throughout their woodlot and enjoy looking out across the river that borders their 
land. When walking through this woodlot, you can find tracks of animals like deer and coyotes, various wild mushrooms and 
several species of birds.

The Sears work hard to help re-establish their land as a healthy forest that can provide safe habitat for animals, as well as 
providing recreational opportunities, all while keeping sustainable forestry management at the forefront of their operations.

The Sears are true champions of ecological forestry.

About the field day
The field day event included a tour of the property, an introduction to forest insects and diseases, woodland management 
climate change updates, ecological forestry education, as well as wildfire prevention and suppression information. Other 
activities included information about wildlife management and human interactions, education about the importance of 
indigenous land stewardship, a pre-commercial thinning and selection management demonstration, boundary lines learning, 
guided tours and informative displays. There were also several outdoor activity businesses on site throughout the day.

The Sears are thoughtful with their harvesting and ensure that there are diverse landscapes and habitats throughout  
the woodlot.
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Minister Rushton presenting the award to Luther and Joyce Sears.

The Honourable Tory Rushton, MLA for Cumberland South and 
Minister of Natural Resources and Renewables, presents the trophy 

to Abbey and Jonathan Veinotte, and to Nicole Wallis and Sandra 
Johnston from Lunenburg office, where the trophy will be housed.



Looking for  
Tree for Boston

Do you have the next tree  
for Boston?
Nova Scotia will never forget the 
support, kindness, and quick response 
the people of Boston provided after the 
Halifax Explosion. To say thank you,  
the province sends the gift of a 
beautiful Christmas tree every year.

If you have or know of a white or  
red spruce or balsam fir with the 
following characteristics, we want  
to hear from you!

Here’s some of the criteria we look for:
   Twelve to fifteen metres (40-50 feet) 

in height
   Healthy with good colour
   Medium to heavy density
   Uniform and symmetrical
   Easy to access

Send a photo and location to  
Sandra.Johnston@novascotia.ca  
or contact a local Natural Resources 
and Renewables office.
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Eastern region: September 25
Warren MacMullin 
and his family 
warmly welcomed 
crowds to their 
woodland in 
Sydney Forks, Cape 
Breton County. The 
Honourable Brian 
Comer, MLA for Cape 
Breton East, Minister 
of Communications 
Nova Scotia and 
Minister Responsible 

for the Office of Addictions and Mental Health, presented the award on behalf of 
Minister Rushton. Minister Comer applauded efforts taken by the MacMullin family 
over the decades as a positive contribution to sustainable woodland management for 
current and future generations.

The lot was farmland in the 1950s and was clear cut in the 1980s, and the MacMullins 
have been working to bring the land to its former glory by planting and encouraging 
natural regeneration of diverse tree and plant species. Using ecological forestry 
principles, their main goal is to maintain a healthy forest. 

The field day events included a tour of the property, bandsaw sawmill, pre-commercial 
thinning and selection management demo, biodiversity and forest health, ecological 
forestry and climate change, informative displays, and an equipment demo.

Thank you to everyone who came out to celebrate this year’s winners. You can help 
recognize more landowners in 2022 by nominating them for the award. For more 
information, visit: novascotia.ca/natr/woodlot/woya.

The Honourable Brian Comer, MLA for Cape Breton East, Minister of 
Communications Nova Scotia and Minister Responsible for the Office of 

Addictions and Mental Health, presenting the award to Warren MacMullin.

February Webinar: Details TBA

March Webinar: Details TBA

Central:  April 2, Millbrook Community Hall, Colchester County, N.S.

Western:  April 23, Forties Community Centre, Lunenburg County, N.S.

Eastern:  April 30, Port Hawkesbury Civic Centre, Inverness County, N.S.

Cost:   $20 (lunch included). Pre-registration is required and will open for 
in-person events in March.  
Visit www.nswoods.ca for more information. Masks and proof of 
vaccination will be required for entry.

mailto:Sandra.Johnston%40novascotia.ca?subject=
https://novascotia.ca/natr/woodlot/woya/
http://www.nswoods.ca


Eastern Spruce Budworm (SBW) monitoring update – 2021
The eastern spruce budworm (SBW) is one of the most destructive forest defoliators in North America. The larval stages of this 
insect defoliate balsam fir and spruce trees by feeding on the buds and needles (Figure 1). The SBW has caused more damage 
to Nova Scotia’s softwood forests than any other insect. Repeated defoliation of trees over a three-to-five-year period reduces 
tree growth, causes mortality or tree death, and adversely effects forest health. Healthy forests are essential to the quality of 
our soils, air, and water; they contribute to biodiversity and provide habitat for a variety of species; and they provide numerous 
economic and socio-economic benefits to Nova Scotians.

 Figure 1:
 Spruce budworm larvae
  With populations of SBW still at outbreak levels in Quebec and 
increasingly spreading into neighbouring Atlantic provinces  
(Figure 2), Nova Scotia continues to closely monitor our forests  
for this insect pest. Monitoring includes evaluating annual changes 
in the total number of SBW moths caught, and daily monitoring of 
adult SBW moths to detect potential long-range dispersal. 

 
 Figure 2: 

  Current SBW population 
distribution in Eastern Canada

   With the right weather conditions, SBW moths can travel long 
distances (400-600 kilometres). SBW moths migrating into new 
areas increase local populations through egg laying by migrant 
females and through increased mating success. Figure 3 is an 
image of modelled long-range dispersal that was predicted for 
the evening of July 16 of this year, demonstrating how SBW can 
move through the landscape. In this case, weather conditions 
were favourable for SBW moths to move from source locations in 
Quebec in a southeastward direction towards the north shore of 
Nova Scotia. 

 Figure 3: 
  Long-range dispersal of SBW 
moths predicted for July 16, 2020.

  To confirm modelled predictions of dispersal and detect long-
range dispersal, a network of pheromone traps and light traps 
have been placed along the leading edge or in areas of the 
province closest to source populations found elsewhere in eastern 
Canada. These traps are monitored on a daily basis throughout 
the SBW flight period. Automated pheromone traps (Figure 4) use 
technology to allow daily monitoring of moth catches from remote 
locations, while regular traps can be checked daily by cooperators. 
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 Figure 4: 
  Automated SBW  
pheromone trap

  This year staff from three of our provincial parks also assisted 
with daily monitoring of manual pheromone traps (Figure 5). 

 
 Figure 5: 

  Pheromone trap used by park  
staff to monitor daily flight.

  Working with the Canadian Forest Service and cooperators 
from the Strathlorne Forest Nursery and Cape Breton Highlands 
National Park, light trapping was also conducted to monitor the 
number of male and female SBW moths caught daily at several 
locations in Cape Breton (Figure 6). 

 Figure 6: 
 Light trap
  In contrast, a province-wide pheromone trapping network has 

been established with approximately 160 traps. These traps 
are placed across the province each year by Forest Health staff 
and pest detection officers in mid-June and collected after the 
SBW flight period in late August (Figure 7). Information from 
this trapping network is subsequently used to monitor annual 
changes in populations and to also identify areas where SBW 
populations are increasing based on traps catches. Within these 
areas, fall branch sampling is increased to assess overwintering 
SBW larval numbers used to forecast SBW population and 
damage levels for the next year. 

 Figure 7: 
  Pheromone trap used by Forest 
Health staff to monitor annual 
population changes

  Trapping results from 2021 did show an increase in moth 
collections along the northern shores of mainland Nova Scotia 
and portions of Cape Breton (Figure 8). Branch sampling to assess 
overwintering SBW populations was increased in these areas. 
Forest Health staff are currently analysing these results to better 
understand the current population levels of SBW in the province 
and preparing predictions for the coming season. 
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Figure 8: 
SBW pheromone trapping results  
for 2021 in Nova Scotia.

 The public can also aid in our monitoring efforts by reporting any signs of SBW they may find 
in their travels throughout Nova Scotia or in their own backyards and woodlands. All questions 
can be forwarded to Forest Health staff at Forest.Health@novascotia.ca or follow the link 
below and join our iNaturalist Project and help us track the forest pests of Nova Scotia.

   inaturalist.org/projects/forest-pests-of-nova-scotia

   Woodland Management Home Study 
Program

   Did you know? We offer 19 free 
modules on woodland management!

   These self-paced modules teach you everything 
you need to know about how to run an efficient and 
sustainable woodlot. The modules cover a wide 
range of topics, including chainsaw safety, building 
trails or roads, and managing your finances. 

   Modules are being added as they become available. 
They can also be obtained through the mail or 
downloaded from our website:  
woodlot.novascotia.ca/content/woodlot-
management-home-study-program

Nova Scotia Department  
of Lands and Forestry 

Home Study 

Module 18
 August 2020                   Manual HSC 2020-2

Ecological Forestry: 
A Nova Scotia Approach  

to Woodland 
Stewardship

20-49897 Module18 EcoForestry.indd   120-49897 Module18 EcoForestry.indd   1 2020-08-27   3:57 PM2020-08-27   3:57 PM
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Our Contact 
Information
Parks & Outreach  
Department of Lands and Forestry 
P.O. Box 698 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  
B3J 2T9
Phone:  
902-424-5444 or   
Toll Free: 1-866-226-7577  

Fax: 902-424-7735 
E-mail: woodlot@novascotia.ca 
Web: novascotia.ca/natr/woodlot

Like us on Facebook  
@NovaScotiaWoodlands and stay 

tuned to any upcoming family 
events and other information

novascotia.ca/natr

To our 
subscribers  
who receive  
this newsletter 
by mail, 
we are transitioning over to 
a digital version. We want to 
continue to provide you  
updates and information in a 
timely manner, delivered  
directly to you through email  
or accessible from our website.  
To sign up to receive the 
electronic newsletter, please  
send your request to  
woodlot@novascotia.ca 

Please Note:

mailto:Forest.Health@novascotia.ca
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https://woodlot.novascotia.ca/content/woodlot-management-home-study-program
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https://www.facebook.com/NovaScotiaWoodlands/
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