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Editor’s Overview
Results, results, results. This is the time of

year we start to collect and present the
information from the yearly surveys. For your

reading pleasure, we have updates/results from the
passive tick surveillance project, the spruce
budworm pheromone trap survey, the pale winged
grey project, and the whitemarked tussock moth
pheromone trap survey.

I learned last month of the existence of urban
legends on the internet. Who knew? Not everything
on the internet is true? Shocking!! It seems the
particular Stella Awards printed in the last issue are
the stuff of imagination and extrapolation (aka ...
funny, but pure fiction). There are real Stella Awards
but not nearly as funny by comparison. But on a grey
day in January, I*ll take a laugh where I can get it.
And think about it, when they have to tell people to
remove the decorations from their Christmas trees
before they throw it out for collection, does it not
mean that someone, somewhere threw out a fully
decorated tree??

Best wishes from all of us for a happy and
healthy new year!

Til next issue
]tvÖâ|

Jacqui Gordon
Editor

Say What and Quotes . . .
Some folk are wise, and some are otherwise. 
-Tobias Smollett

Watching your daughter being collected by her date
feels like handing over a million dollar Stradivarius to
a gorilla. -Jim Bishop.

Victory goes to the player who makes the next-to-last
mistake. -Chessmaster Savielly Grigorievitch
Tartakower

Lermans Law of Technology
Any technical problem can be overcome given
enough time and money.
Corollary: You are never given enough time or
money.

Law of the Search
The first place to look for anything is the last place
you would expect to find it.
Corollary: It will not be in the last place you expect
to find it.

Weiners Law of Libraries
There are no answers, only cross-references.

Isaacs Strange Rule of Staleness
Any food that starts out hard will soften when stale.
Any food that starts out soft will harden when stale.

Lovkas Dilemma
You never get away, you only get someplace else.



2 Insectary Notes November/December 2005

Insectary Notes

November/December 2005
Published by:

Integrated Pest Management
NS Dept of Natural Resources

PO Box 130 Shubenacadie
Nova Scotia, B0N 2H0

Insectary Notes is published six times per year for
employees of the Dept. of Natural Resources, those
interested in forestry and forest insects, and
entomologists. Subscriptions are free.
Editor: Jacqui Gordon  Subscriptions: (902) 758-7014

The Provincial Entomologists
. . . . . . . . . Notes and News . . . . . . . . . . .

I always like the start of the new year. It has
so much potential for getting things done and at the
same time you are hoping that nobody remembers
all the things you did not get done.

Looking over the long range weather predictions
for spring and summer in 2006, it looks like we may
have some interesting times ahead with forest pests.
If we do not get some prolonged cold weather this
winter, the native spruce beetle populations will
continue to increase and spread at a rapid rate. I
also expect the gypsy moth population to start to
increase in the Western Region. A real wildcard will
be the whitemarked tussock moth. It seems to be
cycling up in numbers with more and more reports of
it being found on balsam fir trees. The population
normally builds up first in the hardwoods, then
flashes over to the softwoods. This latest build up is
coming too soon after the last one, as there is
normally a longer period of time between population
peaks.

I expect that the Eastern Spruce Budworm will
continue to slowly increase in population density and
distribution until it hits a flash point. When that
occurs I hope I will be home reading about it in the
papers.

The Pale Winged Grey, as always, remains a
mystery to me as to what it will do next. The
population distribution is scattered because of the
scattered nature of the hemlock tree stands. This will
slow down disease spread in the population. In the
meantime, the Pale Winged Grey population density
and distribution seems to be increasing.

Well, the holidays are over and now the fun of
paying the bills. A friend of mine at home told me last
week that he is so broke he had to buy a postage
stamp on the installment plan.

I hope everyone will have a good year or at least
can buy a postage stamp with one payment.

Til next time,
Eric
Eric Georgeson
Provincial Entomologist

Bits and Pieces
Report from Antland: Exploding Ants
Eric Georgeson

When it comes to defending their colonies, ants
can be rather ingenious. After all, to an ant, the
ultimate service they can do in defense of the colony
is to sacrifice themselves in battle. Many different
species of ants are prepared to assume the
kamikaze role in one way or another. A discovery by
two German Entomologists, Eleanore and Ulrich
Maschwitz, of an ant species found in Malaysia takes
this to a whole new level. These ants are
anatomically and behaviorally programed to be
walking bombs. There are two large glands that run
the whole length on both sides of their body and are
filled with toxic secretion. When these ants become
hard pressed in battle by enemy ants, they contract
their abdominal muscles violently, bursting open the
body wall and spraying the secretion over the foe.

Based from information in the book Journey to the
Ants by Holldobler and Wilson

The Name Game
You may have noticed that we have been

referring to the Deer Tick as the Blacklegged Tick
recently. We have always used the names
interchangeably but now we have been advised that
the more widely accepted name is the Blacklegged
Tick. Common names for insects and their kin are
arbitrary and can develop differently in different
areas. Think of the Balsam woolly aphid/ adelgid and
the wood/ dog tick confusion. It is all in a name, and
the blacklegged tick is the name.
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   Fig.1. Nova Scotia passive tick surveillance, 2005.

Jeff Ogden
In 2005, a total of

182 ticks were
submitted for
identification (Table 1).
Submissions were
received from DNR
District staff, Provincial
veterinarians, medical
doctors, and the NS
Museum in Halifax.
From the results of
2005, we were able to
detect possible new
sites of Blacklegged
tick, Ixodes scapularis,
establishment in the
province. These sites
included Fergusons
Cove and the Bedford
Basin regions of Halifax
County, and the Moose
Harbour/Mersey Point
area of Queens County
(Figure 1). Subsequent
work in the fall of 2005 was initiated at two of the sites, but work in the spring of 2006 at all three sites is
necessary to determine the extent of these populations.

In addition to the tick submissions, Regional staff members in the western end of the province participated
in a Roadkilled White-tailed Deer Survey. Over 220 carcasses were examined from across six counties with no
ticks found.

The results from both of these surveys are vital in our understanding of the scope on the blacklegged tick
population within Nova Scotia. The continued support from all involved is extremely important as well as
greatly appreciated.

Table1: PASSIVE TICK SURVEILLANCE SUMMARY, 2005

Tick Species Number
Collected

Number
Tested

Negative Positive for
B. Burgdorferi

Positive
For HGE

D. variablis (dog tick) 48 0 0 0 0

Ixodes scapularis (blacklegged tick) 110 103 99 4 0

I cookei (groundhog tick) 18 1 1 0 0

I. marxi (squirrel tick) 1 0 0 0 0

I. muris (mouse tick) 2 1 0 1 0

I. angustus (squirrel tick) 1 0 0 0 0

Haemaphysalis leporispafustris (rabbit tick) 2 0 0 0 0

Project Updates
Nova Scotia Passive Tick Surveillance 2005
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Fig. 2. Spruce budworm pheromone trap survey results, 2005.

Project Updates (contd)

Spruce Budworm Pheromone Trap Survey
This map shows the results from the spruce budworm pheromone traps. These traps were placed by Pest
Detection Officers and IPM staff. The traps were in the field from mid-June to early September.

A pheromone trapping survey is used as an *early warning system* within our strategy to monitor the spruce
budworm population. Once positive finds occur, more intensive sampling is undertaken in the spruce budworm
overwintering survey (L-2 Survey).

This year, there was an increase in the distribution of positive traps, but overall, the counts per trap remain low.
To compare: in 2003, there were 18 positive traps in 9 counties; in 2004, there were 12 positive traps in 5
counties; and in 2005, there were 33 positive traps in 9 counties.

As a result of these collections, we have intensified the L-2 survey. In past years, we have processed one L-2
sample from each positive trap location. This year we will process five samples from each location. It is
important to note that we have not collected an L-2 larva since 1994. Results of that survey will be available in
a coming issue of the newsletter.

Thanks to all who helped with this important ongoing survey!
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Fig. 3. Whitemarked tussock moth pheromone trap survey results, 2005.

Project Updates (contd)

Pale Winged Grey Update
Mike LeBlanc

Bob and I did an aerial survey during the week of Dec. 28th in the Harmony Lake area to more clearly
define where the hemlock stands are. We will also be doing the same in other areas such as Molega Lake,
West Caledonia, McGowan Lake, etc. In the meantime, I will be visiting as many of these stands to assess
what damage has already occurred there, and attempt to determine the risk for this year from the feeding
larvae.

Whitemarked Tussock Moth Pheromone Trap Survey
Jacqui Gordon

The tussock traps were placed in late July and collected in early October by Pest Detection Officers and
IPM staff. The results show an overall increase in the number of positive traps. This is mirrored by the reports
coming in from PDOs and DNR staff of high larva and egg masses counts. In response to this, the WMTM egg
mass survey was expanded to locate any areas of concern. Since the WMTM pheromone trap system is still a
*work in progress*, we appreciate those who took the time to report their findings of larva activity and egg
mass finds. This gives us a more accurate picture of the population and allows us to make more informed
decisions on survey procedures. Thanks!
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Bill Gates vs. General Motors?
As I found out in the last newsletter ... *Do not believe everything you read*. Urban legends have exploded

on the Internet scene, from the Stella Awards (see Sept/Oct 2005 issue) to hoax computer viruses. After a bit
of digging, I found that the following article seems to go in the *Wishful Thinking* file. True? Untrue? Probably
the latter but if you use a computer, I dare you not to laugh!!

At a recent computer expo (COMDEX), Bill Gates reportedly compared the computer industry with the auto
industry and stated : *... if GM had kept up with the technology like the computer industry has, we would all be
driving $25.00 cars that got 1,000 miles to the gallon.*

In response to his comments, General Motors issued a press release stating:

If GM had developed technology like Microsoft; we would all be driving cars with the following characteristics:

1. For no reason whatsoever, your car would crash twice a day.

2. Every time they repainted the lines in the road, you would have to buy a new car.

3. Occasionally your car would die on the freeway for no reason. You would have to pull over to the side of the
road, close all of the windows, shut off the car, restart it, and reopen the windows before you could continue.
For some reason you would simply accept this.

4. Occasionally, executing a manoeuver such as a left turn would cause your car to shut down and refuse to
restart, in which case you would have to reinstall the engine.

5. Only one person at a time could use the car unless you bought *CarNT*, but then you would have to buy
more seats.

6. Macintosh would make a car that was powered by the sun, was reliable, five times as fast and twice as easy
to drive-but would only run on five percent of the roads.

7. The oil, water temperature, and alternator warning lights would all be replaced by a single *General
Protection Fault* warning light.

8. New seats would force everyone to have the same sized butt.

9. The airbag system would ask, *are you sure?* before deploying.

10. Occasionally, for no reason whatsoever, your car would lock you out and refuse to let you in until you
simultaneously lifted the door handle, turned the key and grabbed hold of the radio antenna.

11. GM would require all car buyers to also purchase a deluxe set of Rand McNally road maps (now a GM
subsidiary), even though they neither need nor want them. Attempting to delete this option would immediately
cause the car*s performance to diminish by 50% or more. Moreover, GM would become a target for
investigation by the Justice Dept.

12. Every time GM introduced a new car, car buyers would have to learn to drive all over again because none
of the controls would operate in the same manner as the old car.

13. You*d have to press the *Start* button to turn the engine off.


