NOVA'SCC

Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources
Ministerial Land Transactions Regulations Annual Report 2013-2014

The Department of Natural Resources is committed to ensuring that all Nova Scotians benefit from
the natural health and wealth of the province. To support that commitment, the department
administers Crown land province-wide through authority granted under the Crown Lands Act, the
Land Titles Clarification Act and other legislation. —The Ministerial Land Transactions
Regulations were introduced in March 2005 pursuant to Section 6 of the Court and Administrative
Reform Act to streamline land administration processes. Through these regulations, authority to
complete certain land transactions was delegated to the Minister of Natural Resources. These
transactions include acquisitions under $100,000 in value, disposals of land or interests in land
under $25,000 or 10 hectares and the issuance of certificates to release the Crown’s interest in up
to 200 hectares of land.

The regulations have eliminated the requirement for the Minister to obtain Cabinet approval for
many transactions; however the Minister must still give one week’s notice to the Cabinet of the
sale of land or disposal of any interests in land. The Ministerial Land Transactions Regulations
also require the Department of Natural Resources to give public notice of acquisitions and
disposals made by the Minister under the regulations through an annual report. This is the Annual
Report of the Department of Natural Resources, for the fiscal year 2013-2014, prepared pursuant
to the Ministerial Land Transactions Regulations.

In 2013-2014, the Department of Natural Resources used the processes outlined in the Ministerial
Land Transactions Regulations to complete seven (7) land purchases to support programs in the
Department of Environment and Department of Natural Resources. These purchases included land
adjacent to and within wilderness areas and other Crown land to conserve the diversity of Nova
Scotia’s natural environment and simplify Crown boundaries; land to increase the Province’s
inventory of forested Crown land, thereby supporting a vibrant forest resource industry and
creating jobs across the province; and land to improve the protection of a town’s drinking water
supply to improve the quality of lives for the residents and businesses in the municipality. In total,
the Province purchased 220 hectares (543 acres) of land using these regulations.

In 2013-14, the Department of Natural Resources used the Ministerial Land Transaction
Regulations to complete 27 disposal transactions, associated with approximately 11 hectares (27
acres) of land for a gain of $73,690 in revenue for the Province. Over this reporting period, the
disposal transactions helped Nova Scotians in a broad variety of ways: clarification of ownership
through deeds to individuals and companies with land abutting Crown land boundaries; an
easement to provide access and utilities to a non-profit church society; leases to support
prosperous businesses such as vibrant rural tourism complexes; promotion of consumer-focused
energy solutions through leases for wind energy generation on Crown land; leases and licences to
improve the province’s communications networks and power grids, thereby promoting economic
growth and telecommunications accessibility in rural Nova Scotia; and transfers to the
Government of Canada for the future expansion of federal marine facilities.

The transactions completed in 2013-14 under the Ministerial Land Transaction Regulations have
allowed the Province to increase the amount of Crown land available to improve the quality of life
in Nova Scotia, while at the same time having authorized the Department to use and dispose of
small amounts of Crown land to support our economy through the sustainable development of
natural resources. The attached table sets out the details of the 2013-14 transactions.
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