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In the 2019-2020 fiscal year, geologists Ron Mills 
and Geoff Baldwin carried out the department’s 
Industry Liaison Program. Mineral industry liaison 
activities seek to encourage investment and build 
growth in the provincial mineral sector. The liaison 
geologists promote the province’s mineral wealth 
through intergovernmental business channels to 
other departments, partnerships and funding 
agreements with industry, and promotion of the 
province’s efficient system of mineral tenure and 
ease of exploration at local and national trade 
shows. In 2020, Nova Scotia participated for the 
second year in “Canada’s Atlantic Edge,” a series 
of events held at trade shows to highlight the 
Atlantic Canada mineral sector through an Atlantic 
Canada Day event, including outreach, promotion, 
and networking activities, at the Association of 
Mineral Exploration British Columbia (AME/BC) 
Roundup in Vancouver, and the Prospectors and 
Developers Association of Canada conference 
(PDAC) in Toronto. 
 
While the large, national trade shows are a high 
priority of the liaison geologists, strengthening  
pan-Atlantic ties to neighboring provinces and the 
companies that work there is important for the 
overall industry as well. Working with local 
industry associations, the department supports 
meetings such as The Nova Scotia Gold Show, the 
Exploration, Mining and Petroleum New 
Brunswick conference, the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Mineral Resources Review, and local 
conferences put on by the Mining Association of 
Nova Scotia. Mineral-tourism events, such as the 

Nova Scotia Gem and Mineral Show, are also 
supported as an important component of Nova 
Scotia’s geological endowment. 
 
The industry faces both new and continuing 
challenges to exploration related to the required 
permits that must be issued with input of other 
departments through the Integrated Resource 
Management process. Industry liaison forms an 
important conduit for the information needed by 
management in all the relevant departments 
involved in Integrated Resource Management 
decisions. 
 
The liaison position at the Nova Scotia Geological 
Survey sometimes has its high points. One of these 
was the opportunity to witness the recognition of 
Atlantic Gold by the PDAC at the conference’s 
evening awards gala in March 2020. This event is 
one of the premier awards ceremonies in the global 
mineral exploration industry. The Atlantic Gold 
management team was recognized for their 
determined efforts at the Touquoy Project, Moose 
River Gold Mines. The award from PDAC 
included the original local prospectors who created 
a cohesive project, and promoted and expanded the 
orebody to the point that it could become a viable 
investment. The team from Energy and Mines felt 
pride as local prospectors Bruce Hudgins and John 
Wightman joined others on the podium to accept 
the award (Fig. 1). It was a great moment in Nova 
Scotia mineral exploration. 
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Figure 1. Atlantic Gold prospecting and development team accepting the Viola R. MacMilllan Award at PDAC 2020.  
L to R: Ron Hawkes, Wally Bucknell, Steve Dean, John Wightman and Bruce Hudgins. 


