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Introduction 
 
In 2020, the Integrated Resource Management 
(IRM) Geologist (the “Regional Geologist”) 
worked collaboratively between the Department of 
Energy and Mines and the Department of Lands 
and Forestry to provide geological expertise for 
activities and transactions involving Crown land in 
Nova Scotia. The Regional Geologist also 
responded to public enquiries with respect to 
general geological questions, prospecting, and 
geohazards such as sinkholes and abandoned mine 
openings. Mineral exploration companies and 
prospectors continue to liaise with the Regional 
Geologist to coordinate consent to enter Crown 
lands through either a “Permit for the Purposes of 
Prospecting on Crown Land” or a “Permit for 
Mineral Exploration on Crown Land”. Crown land 
access permits are issued by the Department of 
Lands and Forestry and are a requirement under 
Section 24 of the Mineral Resources Act. The 
Regional Geologist was also consulted on various 
internal government policies and procedures and 
took part in the Mining Consultation Protocol 
Working Group and One Window Standing 
Committee. 
 
In August 2020, geologist Billy Garrison joined the 
Department of Energy and Mines for a 1-year term 
to support the IRM program activities. Both Billy 
and the Regional Geologist performed regular site 
visits to mineral exploration programs on Crown 
land to ensure compliance with permit conditions, 
relevant acts and regulations, and industry best-
practices. Collaboration with the Department of 
Energy and Mines Exploration Monitor, Jennifer 
Marchand, was also undertaken to ensure 
consistency of inspection criteria and compliance 
with the Mineral Resources Act and Regulations. 
 

Crown Land Transactions 
 
The Regional Geologist provided recommendations 
on 175 non-mineral exploration-related Crown land 
transactions in 2020 (e.g. coastal permits, land 

grants, purchases, leases, easements, etc.) (Fig. 1). 
This is an increase from 2019 when Lands and 
Forestry requested the Regional Geologist 
recommendation on 169 files. The majority of the 
Crown land geology recommendations were 
completed in the eastern region of the province.  
 

Permit for the Purposes of 
Prospecting on Crown Land 
 
A “Permit for the Purposes of Prospecting on 
Crown Land” is issued by the Department of Lands 
and Forestry to allow access to Crown land for  
non-disturbance mineral exploration activities. 
Types of activities permitted include general 
prospecting, geological mapping, launching 
remotely-piloted air vehicles (aka drones), 
collecting hand samples, soil sampling, and 
flagging of trees. The use of mechanized 
equipment for excavation or any other destructive 
activities, including the cutting of trees or placing 
of structures, is strictly prohibited. In 2020, there 
was a slight increase in the number of prospecting 
access requests with a total of 29 different 
individuals or companies being issued 74 “Permits 
for the Purposes of Prospecting on Crown Land” 
by Lands and Forestry (Fig. 2). The length of time 
to issue a prospecting access permit ranged from 
zero to 136 days. 
 

Permit for Mineral Exploration on 
Crown Land 
 
A “Mineral Exploration on Crown Land” permit 
from Lands and Forestry is required when program 
activities involve any significant ground or 
vegetation disturbance, such as drilling, trenching, 
line-cutting, building access trails, etc. Once 
applications are received and reviewed for 
completeness, they are submitted to the Lands and 
Forestry IRM team for review. The IRM team 
consists of regional biologists, foresters, surveyors, 
district technicians and the Regional Geologist. 
Each member of the IRM team examines the 
application for potential competing commitments 
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Figure 2. Summary of Crown access permits for the purposes of prospecting, 2017-2020. 

Figure 1. Requests for geologist recommendation on non-mineral exploration-related Crown land transactions. 
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Figure 3. Summary of Crown land access permits for mineral exploration, 2017-2020. . 

for Crown land (i.e. leases, licenses, easements, 
etc.), values (e.g. waterways, biodiversity, forestry, 
recreation, cultural, etc.) or hazards (e.g. 
contaminated sites, sinkholes, abandoned mine 
openings, etc.). The IRM team provides advice to 
the Regional Resource Manager, who is the issuing 
authority for the permit.   

Requests for ground-disturbing mineral exploration 
access on Crown land are divided into the 
following categories: new permits, amendments to 
existing permits, or email clarifications. In 2020, a 
total of 50 requests for access to Crown land for 
mineral exploration purposes were made to Lands 
and Forestry (Fig. 3). The 50 requests were 
resolved by the issuance of 20 new permits, 11 
amendments to existing permits, and 6 email 
clarifications relating to existing permits. An 
additional 7 permits were still pending approval at 
the end of 2020 and 6 permits were withdrawn or 
not approved. There were 14 different individuals 
or companies seeking Crown land access for 
mineral exploration in 2020. In 2020, the average 
length of time to issue a new “Permit for Mineral 
Exploration on Crown Land” was 55 days. 

Mineral exploration access permits are also subject 
to security bonds that assist in ensuring permit 
conditions are met, and that satisfactory 

reclamation work has been completed. The 
valuation of security bonds is based on the 
recommendation of the Regional Geologist and is 
dependent on several factors, including the nature 
of the work program, degree of ground disturbance, 
proximity to other risk factors, compliance history, 
etc. Security bonds currently range from zero to 
$75,000 for mineral exploration activities. Once 
permits are issued, regular monitoring of approved 
work programs is undertaken by the IRM 
geologists and Lands and Forestry technicians to 
confirm compliance with permit conditions. 
Inspections were also completed at the end of the 
permitted program to confirm that the site has be 
rehabilitated in compliance with permit conditions 
or to determine if additional reclamation work is 
required. Where reclamation requirements have 
been met, a recommendation to release the security 
bond is made by the inspector to the Lands and 
Forestry Regional Resource Manager.  

Summary 

The cumulative number of requests for access to 
Crown land for both prospecting and mineral 
exploration decreased slightly in 2020. Several of 
the amendment requests were for permit extensions 
due to operational delays related to Covid-19 
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restrictions. It is expected that Covid-19 restrictions 
will continue to impact the mineral industry in 
Nova Scotia into 2021. 

Careful planning of mineral explorations program 
activities by the applicant and the timely 
submission of comprehensive supporting 
information is vital to the efficient review and 
processing of Crown land access applications by 
the Lands and Forestry IRM team. Sufficient lead 
time for approvals before planned project start-ups 
is essential. Industry and prospectors can continue 
to contact the Regional Geologist with any 
questions relating to the access permitting process 
on Crown land. 

Contact information: 
Amy Tizzard, P.Geo.  
amy.tizzard@novascotia.ca  
c 902-774-1411  
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