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Cultural Geoheritage

The tie between Earth history and our
own runs deep in Nova Scotia.

Nova Scotia has an exceptional record of Earth history and
deep cultural roots that present us with opportunities - an
obligations - as stewards of this rich geoheritage.

The Geoheritage Sites List

* Key to the geoheritage strategy is the list of geoheritage sites, open for

nominations and vetted by scientific peers.
It is important that sites on the list represent exceptional examples of geology in A thoughtﬁﬂ geohemtage strategy presents opportunities for

order to instill a sense of value to the designation. engagement, education and economic development.

* From this list, a sub-set of geoheritage sites having exceptional interpretive
potential and meeting standards of satety and stewardship will be recommended

for development of a geotourism strategy.

 Many groups already celebrate geoheritage at specific sites, and present possible
parnerships in a geoheritage network. These include: Parks Canada, Nova Scotia

Provincial Parks, Regional Development Agencies, municipalities and private
operators.

ST * The evolving list can be viewed, and new sites nominated, at
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Sacred Site for the Mi’kmaw

Glooscap is an important Mi'kmag cultural
figure. There are many Glooscap legends that
mention Partridge Island and most of them
refer to the stones and minerals found here.
The story llustrated in this painting by
Mi‘kmag artist, Gerald Gloade, shows )
Glooscap making an ameythst necklace for his.
grandmother. You can occasionally find a
piece of ameythst on the beach.
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Another story refers to the piece of land that
connects the Island to the mainland as
“Wasogun® Wasog means “heaven”or in
Mi'kmaw it translates to “the place where the

GH 2. 1.5 billion year old Blair River rocks,

The Mi'kmag also made beautiful tools from
the many stones: axes, chisels, knives,

oldest in Nova Scotia, Cape Breton Highlands.

A
L
b
)

to using the agate, jasper, quartz and basalt
5 for tools, Partridge Island is also a traditional
"a gathering site for red ocre (used in burial
ceremonies) and lava stones (for sweat
lodges).
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Sacred sites (Partridge Island, Cumberland
Co.).

VP http://www.gov.ns.ca/natr/meb/geoheritage resources/geoheritage list.asp
GH 3. Neoproterozoic igneous rocks thrust

over Devonian volcanics, Grande Falaise.
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7. el Tk GH 3. Granite emplacement, MacKinnon’s
Cove.
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GH 1. Globally unique: Joggins Fossil Cliffs, 2
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GH 2. Globally significant: flood basalts of
Pangea’s breakup at the Triassic-Jurassic GH 2: Neoproterozoic trace fossil lagerstatten,
boundary, Five Islands Provincial Park. High Head.

THE FOSSIL CLIFFS OF JOGGINS

*...the place where the delicate herbage of a former world is now transmuted
into stone.” Abraham Gesner, 1836
The fossil cliffs of Joggins were made famous by the pioneering geological studies
of Sir William Logan, Sir William Dawson and Sir Charles Lyell. Sir William
Logan founded the Geological Survey of Canada in 1842 and this was the site
of his field project in 1843. In 1851, Dawson and Lyell discovered fossil
skeletons of amphibians and some of the first reptiles that evolved on earth
entombed within the stumps of fossil trees in this area. These cliffs hold an
* unrivalled record of life in the primeval forests of the Carboniferous Period,
some 300 million years ago. The Joggins fossil cliffs are protected under
provincial legislation by the Nova Scotia Museum.

LES FALAISES FOSSILIFERES DE JOGGINS

.14 ol les herbes délicates d'un monde ancien se sont lransmuées en
pierre.” Abraham Gesner, 1836

Les falaises fossiliféres de Joggins doivent leur célébrité aux études gtologiques
de ces pionniers que furent Sir William Logan, Sir William Dawson et Sir
Charles Lyell. Sir William Logan fonde la Commission géologique du Canada
en 1842, et c'est précistment & Joggins qu'il travaille sur le terrain en 1843,
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. : . En 1851, Dawson et Lyell découvrent des fossiles de squelettes d’amphibicns et,
7 A, ensevelis dans les souches des arbres fossilisés de la région, des spécimens des
7l tout pre-mien reptiles & avoir vécu sur la Terre. Les falaises de Joggins nous
# . livrent un témoignage unigue de ce gue fut la vie dans la forft wierge du
2l e Carbonifére il y a 300 millions d’années. En vertn de la législation provinciale,

Branch

1és falaises fossiliféres de Jogpins sont protépées par le Nova Scotia Museum.

Erected i;y the G:nlngic‘al Survey of Canada on
the octasion of its one hundred and fiftieth

image credits: * a web-accessible and searchable map N & =

* Joggins: Wally Hayes * http://www.gov.ns.ca/natr/meb/geoheritage resources

* High Head: Chris White GH 3. Gold-bearing Meguma Supergroup, The /geoheritage list.asp

: * All others: John Calder Ovens Natural Park.
GH 3. Exceptional example of geology: Geoscience
exhumed granite batholith reshaped by glacial milestones in geoscience (150th anniversary of the
Geological Survey of Canda, Joggins).
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Peggy’s Cove

. erosion, Peggy’s Cove.
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