Fern-like foliage

- from the Donald Reid
Collection,
Joggins Fossil Centre

One of the great trees
of the Coal Age fossil
forests for which
Joggins is famous.

Section of the cliffs of the South Joggins, near Minudie, Nova Scotia.
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‘But the finest example in the
world of a natural exposure
[of the Coal Measures]| in a
continuous section ten miles
long, occurs in the sea-cliffs
bordering a branch of the Bay
of Fundy in Nova Scotia’

Sir Charles Lyell, writing of Joggins in

The Student's Elements of Geology, 1871,
Sir Charles Lyell Sir J. William Dawson

Sir J. William Dawson
documented the
fossil record of
Joggins in the last half
of the 19 century.
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The strange occurrence of fossil reptiles and amphibians within
the fossil trees of Joggins has intrigued paleontologists and
enthusiasts alike since their discovery a century and a half ago
The long held 'pitfall theory', depicted in countless textbooks,
suggests that the animals fell into the hollow stumps and became_ :
trapped. Ongoing research suggests another possibilty, that the :
trees, scarred by fire, were dens for the young tetrapods. From ‘
an original painting by Stephen Greb =

Joggins Fossil Centre




