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HISTORIC COAL MINE GIVES BACK TO THE TOWN

| By Russell Noble

Geothermal system draws water g ]It was a Tr}esliginus mine area that many

elieve would still be operating today had it
from the flooded underground Wi g o dase
workings where 79 mi died not been for the disaster of 1958 that led to

the end of coal mining in Springhill and the

in 1958 rockburst exodus of both the miners and the owners
Eum_p_rgpe:tnrs@ and investors alike.
shiown with a primitive From the surface, the Springhill No. 2 In fact, studies since the mine’s close

‘marasta crusher usediby 3 s 1 = ; W
s B dby: Mine where “The Bump” killed 79 miners  indicate extensive crown pillarand under-

| almost 55 years ago, is little more than a  ground reserves remain in the Springhill
vacant lot with a few boarded and decay- area and associated with the formerly
ing buildings on it. mined seams. Like most abandoned mines,
Sadly, the once-vibrant site where more  water eventually filled the mine workings,

: . than 4000 miners toiled in the coal min-  and the Springhill mines were no exception.

From left to right: NS Gold's Chief Geologist Parry MacKinnon; ing heydays between 1873 and 1958, the In fact, the No. 2 mine alone, where the
Diane Webber, Liaison Geologist, Nova Scatia Department of Natural mines in Springhill, Nova Scotia, are now  accident happened in 1958, is estimated to
:::m;;:m':::::m;’h?mzf;m;m? Bo; ! only a memory; a memory marked by a  contain 5,580,000 m® of water.This volume
| modest memorial honouring those 79  can be multiplied many times over if all the

of 5,010 men who died in the 1958 rockburst. flooded abandoned workings are included.
Today, surrounded by the town's small Normally that amount of water would
industrial park, the old mine site shows sit unnoticed but with the advent of mod-
“few signs of what was once a world-class, ~ern science and the emerging interest in

Experts

on the ground

e
A series of old'pRoto’s show-Springhill, NS, and parts
of its historic coal mine while in production while
more recent photos taken by Editor Russ Noble'sl
a memorial to the lost miners and one of the few:
remaining structures that remain on the site.
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multi-seam coal operation that produced  geothermal technology; it was determined T ¢
B o e R RS . thousands of tonnes of coal a year. that the abandoned mine \\'urki_ngs, under-
H\ oss Ca he honour of b |}’?iig and around the Town of Spfilj‘s}'_'i"- that E‘TLT"".dt’ “pathways” to create geother- sal at Springhill since 1873  major, widespread system yet, but Herteis
first” in t offered enormous geothermal possibilities, mal activity, R REaE S T fe e L h Typical of I1Canadi
est)” or even “richest” mine in tl and the water was an ideal target for a geo- Because of these “pathways,’ deeper g LPT Spae g c -L\L“_[ ok \.?a.ler o L by o LN
Einowir g6 thefset” e thermal R At P o ‘miti bl the site is ideal for geother- nbam_inncd mines is proy iding “green, !hn_: .hm_key rink _and_ anmim!!_y en: -
There’s a  diamond dril 5 il b i Knowinie ol fe L 3 7 ‘\_ "} LA galc very. : . hllﬂ!.“ill]ll]‘il.‘T'('III.)L‘\\'JIHL‘I'g{.‘l!ll'lh'r[!lu] energy tre” is lhlc hub.u! activity and The.m
only | es, and con % ou said Holr _ Knowing the potential to recoverenergy  upward due to their lower density, and he mine workings in the toa number of businesses and facilitiesin  Carson & Marion Murray Conmuhity
R o) Eatér 1 at Mooseland 1 from the workings was the start, but con- cooler near-surface waters sink due to a are the deepest coal mine  Springhill, and the Town is always looking ~ Centre in Springhill is no exception. e .
“first’ Resources the Eastern Shore of Nova verting that information intd a working their higher density. This freedom to ‘anada and, therefore, provide  to add additional mine water geothermal Named after the parents of world-
. i s 5 ,: :h.:”,I,,':i]l,i,‘l~:I,?I. m:u»I g}enthcrllm] power system was quite a dif-  move arou m_i underground results in the t'c:r.uxlcnsi\'c g.:n1|1um?.a.lcnur- usc“rx and u,§pa1nd 1'!:&.u.~'.cj < ren.o\m singer Anne Murray, qiang—;.'ime
| ast of Halifax as NSGold L e e : ["“"_‘_‘ story. formation of a slowly circulating convec- nts in and .beyc nd the Town. ~ “One of those I.'.h_'lliEu_'\ is the new residents of l!w _‘““'"x‘fffmm' structure
Nl el tbreored Ve S Akt First, and most inviting about th? area, tion system similar to water in a pot being 1sive data in hand, lhf- subject f\prlmglnll Community Centre that relies  is located within walking distance of the {(I‘d
is that the subsurface geology of the aban- | heated on a stove, geothermal e nergy irom the &f“‘“'t‘]}' on mine AT zl*-‘““_“‘fﬂ_'-" energy ﬂl‘ﬂﬂ‘d“m’d mines. s il ¥ o
0' . total |.,,\.,,,,.\ _.,| }.,,,.\:,,,L,“,I.I froum II..'L dAbasd Tine \\'llrkings that shave. sibsets & Technically“the deeper and more 2 -.thnmlnm‘d .‘s;!rfng]}ll] f.'n.ll for all of .|ts ice making -.m.d facility hq.:-.mng Itsa rm.uh:rn hy1]d111g in an_nld part of 7
to 1934 is 3,865 troy ounces of gold quently flooded, provide et extontive HEXietwork of “pathways” the 1 ['1:.[][1_\.' ‘11I1fl A Luplcluli :1.1!?1\11 2 -.!nd .mc:.]mg ata sulhfd.uﬂ_uﬂ I:.'zl_\sl .sa\'mg_tu t\own but its hﬁnfmg andl cooling system 3;
vr - Ponal RS iy iaﬂliﬁdé“mxs ) curre connections* betwee: the befter, ‘ad:thanks to the extensive pro- .n.\'.ir:ITI water .m.”.u t u.\.m'nu.» mn.\\cnnn.nu_l cmjrg:\ sources;’ says I-I_crtc:s. serves as 21:1_11.1\ l?lb]t‘ r.cmmdcrthut some-
o a ramp teading h%ﬁ!\«&"‘:ﬂ‘ . xplora TN o 7 J\ }.sul to wor 1\_ ]7.u..11.1n.g and ; I.iu- §m a ‘Smtm..{,nnuﬂunlly College  thing good .'~I_l|| comes frnfm the coal mine
a = o : =R ! Lo ﬂ_f,\if.\‘un.-éi.mmining;uurnnl.umn 25568 -..md ln\\'n.iuuh}u_'n. . {.H;jn.r.lghjll (,a.mpu.-\} has “hf“ .rus.'elnil_\:' wher.e Ihum:‘ 79 1_1‘.mcrh died Qecades ago.
‘ e i only a handful of compa- accessed the mine water -.m_d is using it as As mentioned in the headline, the trou-
‘::":""T s - mnes suppacaent their thermal energy an energy source for a rci\rigur;\tinn and  bled coal mine is giving back to the Town of
A tour of the mine's TL‘l[ll‘ll’(‘TI'.lt.‘ntS with gmllu'rl.n.ﬂ energy, geothermal course, but it's the “hockey  Springhill Continued on next page
s R R and as Town Engineer Brian Herteis
ings clearly shows explains: “Initially, it was a tough sell to
c the extent 1o which many of the town’s 4100 residents. It was
ore has already a new, unproven technology and many
o been extracted residents still had bad memories associ-
while the steel head ated with the numerous mine disasters

frame (left) gives
further proof that
the Mooseland
¥ Mine was once a
holes, vary active site.

606 metres and

and the resulting loss of life and they
were reluctant to do anything that may
impact or disturb the working.”
i As time went on and harnessing ener-
gy from the mine was accepted, the Town
continued to look for more customers,
and to expanding its system. Its not a
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