
Surface Coal Mine Reclamation Enhancement Initiative 2006-2012
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SITE 3 - Point Aconi (Novaco)
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SITE 4 - Alder Point
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SITE 6 - Toronto Road
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SITE 5 - Reserve Mines

In the past, many surface coal mining sites in the Cape Breton Regional Municipality

(CBRM) were left with unmanaged overburden piles and compacted soil devoid of topsoil.

This project demonstrates that planning for reclamation and setting goals in terms of

future plans for a site must be an integral part of the mining process to ensure

acceptable conditions following mining operations.

In order to confirm that today’s leading mine reclamation practices provide the

necessary protection to the environment and the public, the Nova Scotia Minister of

Natural Resources established the Surface Coal Mine Reclamation Enhancement

Initiative (SCMREI) to test leading reclamation practices in the CBRM and to evaluate

how well they meet reclamation goals.

The study was carried out from 2006 to 2012 and included participation from

Cape Breton, Dalhousie and Acadia universities, the Nova Scotia Agricultural College,

government, private industry and the general public.

Reclamation enhancement practices were tested at three locations (Little Pond, Toronto

Road and Tobin Road) and applied on a larger scale at the Pioneer Coal Company

Point Aconi mine. Surveys were also conducted at three other former surface mine sites

to record existing conditions.

The SCMREI project presents the scientific case for the conclusion that when mining

companies plan for and employ best surface coal mine reclamation practices, land in

Nova Scotia can be returned to an Acadian forest, or other beneficial land uses.

The SCMREI project describes how soil can be made more accessible to pioneer plants to

become established; how to preserve living organisms in the organic layer; how to create

micro-habitats for seed germination and erosion control; how to encourage biodiversity;

and how best to encourage the spread of vegetation on a reclaimed site.

Surface coal mining is only a temporary use of the land and with thorough initial

planning can provide opportunities to create desirable landforms.
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SITE 1 - Point Aconi
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SITE 2 - Little Pond
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SITE 7 - Tobin Road
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Little Pond, Cape Breton County
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