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In 2008, a detailed (1:10 000 scale) bedrock mapping and sampling project was
initiated in the Governor Lake area in Colchester, Guysborough, Halifax and Pictou
counties. It includes parts of NTS map sheets 11E/01, 02, 07 and 08 (White et al.,
2009). This area was previously included in the 'Liscomb Complex', which was
considered to be 'basement' gneissic units with upper amphibolite- to granulite-facies
metamorphic assemblages (e.g. Clarke et al., 1993; Kontak and Reynolds, 1994;
Dostal et al., 2006; Giles et al., 2008; Owen et al., 2010).

The results of this project do not support this interpretation (White et al., 2009). Units
previously identified as gneiss are igneous units with magma-mingling or mylonitic
textures. Based on structural studies, the igneous units were intruded synchronously
with deformation in the host Goldenville and Halifax groups during the Middle
Devonian to Early Carboniferous Neoacadian Orogeny. Therefore, the term ‘Liscomb
Complex’ should be abandoned and models for the tectonic evolution of the Meguma
Terrane modified accordingly.

Geological contacts east of highway 374 are largely based on the extrapolation of
mapped units and the use of second vertical derivative aeromagnetic data (King,
1997a, b).
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