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Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources 2014: Abandoned mine openings: historic
underground mining and advanced exploration sites in Nova Scotia; Nova Scotia Department of
Natural Resources, Mineral Resources Branch, Open File Map ME 2014-001, scale 1:500 000.

Nova Scotia has a long history of underground mining.  Since the late 17th Century, there have
been approximately 300 coal mines and more than 400 other mines, primarily gold mines, operated
in the province.  One of the legacies of these mines is a large number of abandoned mine
openings.  The Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources (NSDNR) has identified
approximately 7,400 mine openings (e.g., shafts, slopes, adits) throughout the province.
Information on individual mine openings is available in the Abandoned Mine Openings (AMO)
Database compiled by the department.

The Abandoned Mine Openings Database is an inventory of the surface expressions of abandoned
mine workings resulting from past underground mining and advanced exploration in Nova Scotia.
The inventory does not include quarries, sand pits, open pit mines, naturally occurring caverns or
subsidence features related to karst topography.

Some of the province’s abandoned mine openings have been backfilled, sealed, capped or
adequately remediated by other means. However, many of the abandoned mine openings have not
been remediated and may be hazardous.

Undocumented abandoned mine openings, including those resulting from small scale illegal
mining, particularly related to coal, are added to the inventory when reported to NSDNR. In some
cases a large number of mine openings are located in very small areas with subsidence features
that are impossible to distinguish from mine openings. In these cases each mine opening may not
be uniquely identified in the inventory.

More detailed information for the mine openings presented on this map can be searched in the
AMO Database available at http://novascotia.ca/natr/meb/links/amolinks.asp. The site provides the
ability to search the online AMO Database or view an online interactive map.
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Users of the information on this map or in the Abandoned Mine Openings Database should note the following:

The Department of Natural Resources does not guarantee the completeness, accuracy or reliability of this information.  Users should refer to original source material on file at the Department
of Natural Resources for authoritative information.  The Department of Natural Resources shall not be responsible for any loss, damage, or injury, whether to persons or property, which may
occur, be sustained, or suffered as a result of, or as a consequence of, the use of or reliance upon this information or any accompanying illustrations.

This information should not be considered a complete record of all abandoned mine openings in the province.  Other abandoned mine openings exist that have not been identified.

The locations of identified abandoned mine openings may not be precise.  Not all sites have been examined and new openings may have occurred since the information was compiled.
Conditions of sites that have been examined may have changed in the interim and the stated hazard should be used as a guide only.

Landowners and other users of this information should exercise caution around any abandoned mine site.  No one should enter an abandoned mine opening.  Expert assistance may be
required to assist in safely examining such an area or in making the area safe.

This database does not include quarries or open pit mines. This information is not a complete record of underground mining activity and does not identify areas that may be subject to
subsidence. Original source material on file at the Department of Natural Resources should be reviewed for additional information relating to underground mine workings.

The information on this map may have come from a variety of government and nongovernment sources. The Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources does not assume any liability for
errors that may occur.

Disclaimer


