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Nova Scotia:  World Leader in Exporting Bulk 
Mineral Products1 
 
M. A. MacDonald 
 
Nova Scotia has a unique combination of world-class industrial mineral deposits and deep-water ice-free 
seaports that make it a leader in bulk mineral handling and export. Nova Scotia produces significant amounts 
of industrial minerals for export, including gypsum, salt, aggregate and peat. Continued investment by 
industrial mineral-producing companies ensures that Nova Scotia will continue to lead the way in innovative 
export technologies. 
 In January, 2004 Fundy Gypsum Company, a subsidiary of USG, commissioned a new ship-loading 
facility at Hantsport. The operation is located on the Bay of Fundy and is home to the highest tides in the 
world, which poses unique challenges to loading bulk materials. The site is capable of loading 40 000 tonnes 
of gypsum rock in less than 3 hours, making it one of the fastest facilities of its kind in the world. 
 The construction of the Canso Causeway in 1955, linking Cape Breton Island to mainland Nova Scotia, 
resulted in the formation of the deepest ice-free harbour in North America, allowing ultra large vessels to 
transport a variety of bulk cargo products. Martin Marietta operates a crushed stone quarry at Auld’s Cove 
on the Strait of Canso and exports approximately 2.5 million tonnes of material annually to destinations 
throughout eastern North America, Gulf of Mexico and Carribean. In February 2005, NSPI and Montreal-
based Savage-CANAC signed a 10-year service agreement for the management of a marine terminal at Point 
Tupper. Savage will receive and handle in excess of one million metric tonnes of solid fuel annually at the 
marine terminal with additional capacity for import and export of other bulk mineral products. Georgia 
Pacific also exports over1 million tonnes of gypsum from the port annually to wallboard plants on the 
eastern seaboard of the U.S. 
 Nova Scotia has an excellent port, rail and road transportation infrastructure that makes the province 
very competitive on the global industrial mineral stage. 

1Presented at the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada, 2006, Toronto, Ontario. 


