STRATIGRAPHY

INTRODUCTION

The lithologic differences which form the basis for the
stratigraphic subdivisions are relatively slight, particularly
within the Arisaig Series. All these sedimentary rocks have
an abundant argillaceous matrix. Grain sizes range from
fine sand down te clay sizes, and sorting is poor. In fact, the
first impression given by these rocks is one of great monotony
in rock type. In this series of rocks, such differences as the
appearance of the bedding, and minor distinctions in color
which reflect relatively minor grain size and compositional
changes, became important features in formational mapping.
Despite the lack of major differences, the rocks can be suc-
cessfully divided and mapped.

The older Paleozoic rocks in eastern Pictou County are
present in two distincet sequences. In the north is present a
stratigraphy almost identical to that at Arisaig, to the east, in
Antigonish County. The differences are related in the detailed
descriptions below. To the south a distinctly different strati-
graphy is present, and this is treated separately in the detailed
descriptions. For each area, the formations are presented in
order of decreasing age.

The two stratigraphic sequences are shown in Table 1.
The various stratigraphic units may be characterized briefly
as follows:

NORTHEAST PICTOU COUNTY

Knoydart Fm. red and green sandstone, nodular
red siltstone, green sandstone and
Stonehouse Fm. sandy mudstone, blue gray, limy mud-
stone and fragmental limestone
Moydart Fm.
upper member algal (?7) nodules in red siltstone
lower member green and blue gray sandstone and
mudstone
McAdam Fm.
upper member dark gray nodular sandstone and
lower member mudstone alternating blue gray mud-
stonies and resistant sandstone
French River Fm. blue and purple gray, micaceous
sandstone

Ross Brook Fm.
upper member alternating blue gray mudstone and
resistant sandstone
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middle member
lower member

Beechhill Cove Fm.

Bears Brook Fm.

undifferentiated
Browns Mountain
Group

Knoydart Fm.
Stonehouse Fm.
Kerrowgare Fm.

Glencoe Brook Fm.

Sunnybrae Fm.

Charcoal Fm.

massive blue gray mudstone
light gray, well bedded mudstone

massive, green gray sandstone and
mudstone

andesite and rhyolite flows, tuffs,
tuffacecus sandstones and conglom-
erates

banded, gray and green shale, slate
and argillite, and minor quartz, etc.

SOUTHEAST PICTOU COUNTY
red sandstone and siltstone
green sandstone and siltstone

dark gray shale, slate, and minor
sandstone

varicolored quartzites and minor blue
gray mudstone

banded, gray and green shale, slate,
and argillite and minor tuff

green and purple tuff and conglom-
erate and minor trap rock

TABLE 1

STRATIGRAPHY

Northeast Pictou County Southeast Pictou County
DEVONIAN Knoydart Fm. Knoydart Fm.
Stonehouse Fm. Stonehouse Fm.
Movydart Fm.
McAdam Fm.
SILURIAN French River Fm, AR_ISAIG Kerrowgare Fm.
Ross Brook Fm. Series
Beechhill Cove Fm.
Bears Brook Fm.

undifferentiated

Glencoe Brook Fm,

BROWNS  Sunnybrae Fm.
MOUNTAIN c 1
GROUP harcoal Fm.
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UNITS
Introduction

In the descriptions below, the gross features are based
on field observations and are presented first. Grain size,
shape, and sorting, as well as small scale primary features,
were determined under binocular or petrographic microscope.
The composition is presented last, and classified according to
petrographic or analytic technique. Finally, where possible,
a quantitative mineral composition is given, based on a com-
bination of differential thermal analyses, x-ray diffraction and
major element chemical analyses, in addition to microscopic
examination. The method of calculation is described under
PETROGRAPHY. These detailed studies were necessarily
carried out on only a small number of representative samples,

In the descriptions of the rock types given below, the
terms sandy, sandstone, silty, and siltstone refer to grain size
as given by the Wentworth Grade Scale. The author uses an
adjective before these terms to indicate the type of matrix,
Le., argillaceous, ferruginous, etc. Many of the rocks of this
area are of mixed grain size, from fine sand down to clay
sizes. These same rocks lack well defined bedding. Both of
these properties have been used as the definition of the term
mudstone. The name mudstone is, therefore, quite approp-
riate for this widespread rock tpye. The term shale has been
used only for rocks with greater than 80% clay size material,
that have a fissility parallel to the bedding.

The grain size frequency distribution of the argillaceous
sandstones, siltstones, and the mudstones has a bimodal char-
acter. The coarser particles, which consist of quartz, altered
feldspar, and lithic fragments, and, in some, muscovite, fall
within one or two grades on the Wentworth Scale. These
grains are predominantly angular, but range to sub-rounded.
The remainder of the grains fall in the clay sizes.

It will be noted in the thin section descriptions that a
major component of most of these rocks is listed only as
altered feldspar. The grains referred to, under petrographic
microscope, are seen to be largely altered to clay minerals and,
in fact, are difficult to distinguish from the argillaceous mat-
rix. Those grains which are not completely altered show low
birefringence, low relief, and are uncolored. By these prop-
erties they resemble feldspars, although evidence of twinning
is lacking. Interference figures are impossible to obtain.
The presence of feldspar was detected in all the x-ray diffrac-
tion analyses. The estimates of percentages in petrographic
thin section of these grains is not accurate, owing to the diffi-
culty in distinguishing them from matrix material. Never-
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theless, it is clear that in many rocks they are at least twice
as common as quartz grains., Sedimentary rocks with this
ratio of feldspar to quartz are rare and, of course, are extreme
examples of arkoses. From the point of view of composition,
these grains could be of shale or mudstone, being made up of
clay materials. However, the grains observed are approxi-
mately equidimensional, whereas fragments of shale and mud-
stone are generally elongated in one or two dimensions.

Feldspar rich, aphanitic rocks could alter to grains similar
to those in question. If such were the origin of an appreciable
number of these grains, the containing rock would fall under
the category of graywacke in most systems of classification
of sedimentary rocks (or a “high rank graywacke”, referring
to the presence of a significant amount of feldspar as well),
In their induration, color, and abundant argillaceous matrix,
these rocks certainly resemble graywackes rather than any
arkoses known to the author. Thus, it is suspected, though
in no way proved, that an important component of the sand
and silt size grains of these rocks is altered lithic fragments.

Northeast Pictou County
Browns Mountain Group

NAME AND DEFINITION

The Browns Mountain Group was first recognized and
described by Fletcher (1886, p 18) during his reconnaissance
mapping of Antigonish and Pictou Counties. No further work
was published on these rocks in Pictou County until Hayes
(1916) described an occurrence of a ferruginous bed, and Bell
(1940) described some rocks of this group on the margin of
Pictou Basin. In the past decade, a number of brief unpub-
lished investigations have been undertaken in Antigonish
County by students at the Nova Scotia Centre for Geological
Sciences. Summaries of this work can be found in the annual
reports of the Centre.

Williams (1914, p 26) also briefly treated the rocks of this
group in Antigonish County.

This group is named for Browns Mountain in western
Antigonish County, 11 E/9 East Half, as shown on the National
Topographic Series sheet located between Rte. 4 and the
Northumberland Strait.

The Browns Mountain Group was subdivided by Fletcher
(1886, p 18) into the James River Formation, Baxter Brook
Formation, and Bear Brook Formation, in ascending order.

The James River Formation is characterized by quartzites
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and banded slates and argillites. The latter two, particularly,
are widespread ih both Antigonish and Pictou Coutnies.

The Baxter Brook Formation, on the basis of its strati-
graphic position and description, scems to represent the tran-
sition zone between the underlying James River Formation and
the overlying Bear Brook Formation.

Inasmuch as no detailed study of these rocks was made,
and rocks of similar aspect are present in southeast Pictou
County in a different stratigraphic position, wherever they
were encountered in northeast Pictou County they were
mapped only as Browns Mountain Group, undifferentiated.
This term was used in northeast Pictou County to designate
rocks older than the upper volcanic unit of the Browns Moun-
tain Group, the Bear Brook Formation. As such, it includes
some phyllites, and flows, as well as various quartzites not
associated with the banded slates.

A ferruginous bed, seven feet thick, containing ‘‘oolitic
hematite and chamosite” was reported (Hayes, 1920) near the
northern edge of the area of Browns Mountain Group out-
crops, between Barneys River and French River north of Rte.
4. It is similar in description to the “iron ores” of Doctors
Brook and Browns Mountain in Antigonish County (Williams
1914, p 57). It is similar, also, in containing shell fragments
and in that the surrounding sedimentary rocks contain brachi-
opod shells. At the Doctors Brook location, the iron rich beds
are placed near the top of the James River Formation (Wil-
liams 1914, p 57).

THICKNESS

The base of the Browns Mountain Group has not been ob-
served. Furthermore, the lower Browns Mountain Group
rocks were not mapped for their own sake, but only to deter-
mine the nature of the contact with the overlying Bear Brook
Formation. For these reasons, only a minimum figure can
be given which has estimated from the incomplete data avail-
able.

Fig. 2 shows that most of the lower Browns Mountain
Group exposures are present in the center of a major anticline
trending about east-west. The East French River crosses the
north flank of this anticline. For about 4 mile upstream of
the contact with the overlying Bear Brook Formation, numer-
ous outcrops of the lower Browns Mountain Group are pres-
ent, displaying similar attitudes and representing about 1800
feet of section. Located 1Y% miles further upstream are abun-
dant outcrops with attitudes similar to those downstream.
Another 2000 feet of section are represented by these expos-
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ures. If this northern flank of the anticline is uninterrupted
in the interval between these two exposed sections, about
10,000 feet of the lower Browns Mountain Group are present.
If the anticline is a single fold without the development of a
series of folds near its crest, at least another 5000 feet of these
lower Browns Mountain Group rocks must be present.

In summary, it is estimated that the thickness of the lower
Browns Mountain Group is at least 10,000 feet, and possibly
more than 15,000 feet, in eastern Pictou County.

This figure may be compared with one of 5000+ feet
(Williams 1914, p 52) for the lower two formations of the
Browns Mountain Group in Antigonish County. This latter
figure is also only an estimate and a minimum figure,

DESCRIPTION

In northeast Pictou County these older Browns Mountain
Gorup rocks consist predominanily of banded, gray and green
slates, shales, and argilliles with minor quartzites., At one
locality (East French River, 114 miles south of Rte. 4) diabasic
dikes and sills have intruded this unit.

The finer grained rocks are gray and green on a fresh
surface, but sometimes weather to white, purple, or orange
colors. The green and gray colored beds frequently alternate,
often in layers of about 1/16 inch each but as large as 114
feet. The subsequent banded appearance is a distinctive fea-
ture of this unit and is present both in the massive argillites
and in the fissile shales and slates.

Quartzites make up less than ten percent of these rocks
in Pictou County. They are extremely fine grained and hard,
almost flinty. They are green, gray green or blue gray on a -
fresh surface, and on a weathered surface appear dirty or a
darker gray.
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TABLE 2

BROWNS MOUNTAIN GROUF
(below Bear Brook Formation)

No petrographic thin sections of samples from the lower
part of the Browns Mountain Group were examined.

DIFFERENTIAL THERMAIL ANALYSIS
Sample Rock Type Quartz Chlorite and/or Iron Oxides Pyrite

Kaolinite
RR 5A argillite 5. 5. frace
RR 5B argillite s. 8. present trace
PF 1 argillite s, m. frace

X-RAY DIFFRACTION

Sample Rock Type Quartz Feldspar Kaolinite Muscovite Chlorite
PF 1 argillite s.-m. one v.l., ? m. m.
one s.

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS
PF 1 (argillite)
av. of two analyses

Si0, 64.4%
ALO, 174
Fe,O, 2.11
FeO 3.65
MnO 0.13
TiO, 0.82
P.O, 0.16
K.,O 3.77
Na,O 2,46
CaO 0.22
MgO 243
H,O

Total 97.5 plus H,O
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CALCULATED MINERALOGIC COMPOSITION
Sample PF 1 (argillite)

Quartz Orthoclase Albite Muscovite Chlorite
325-327% 1.1-14% 20.1% 29.6% 14.0%

The quantitation mineral composition above were calcul-
ated by the method described under PETROGRAPHY.

Sample PF 1 is a typical argillite of the Browns Mountain
Group. A small amount of pyrite was detected by D.T.A.,
accordingly, the calculations cover the range 0-14% pyrite.
If the assumption of attainment of chemical equilibrium is
correct, the present composition of this rock is as shown above.

AGE

The age of these rocks is uncertain. The only fossil evi-
dence in Pictou County is a single species of brachiopod found
near the ferruginous bed, mentioned above. It was identified
as Lingulella bella, Walcott (Hayes 1916). No fossils are
found lower in the section; therefore, no maximum age other
than Cambrian can be given these rocks. They are older than
the lower Llandovery age assigned to the Beechhill Cove For-
mation.

The age of the Browns Mountain Group was given as lower
Ordovician, by Williams (1914, p 55). This age is based on
the correlation of the James River Formation iron beds with
those of Wabana in Newfoundland. This correlation is based
on Obulus (Lingulobus) spissa, determined by Schuchert
(Williams 1914, p 55). This fossil is also present in the New-
foundland beds which are of lower Ordovician age. The
attempt at correlation was doubtless influenced by the similar
lithologies.

The only other evidence bearing on the age of the Browns
Mountain Group is the presence of fossiliferous rocks of Ordo-
vician age at the end of Cape George, in Antigonish County
{Boucot, Fletcher, and Griffin, 1959). The rock type is un-
like any seen or described in the Browns Mountain Group.
Nevertheless, the existence of sedimentary rocks of Ordo-
vician age, in this area, is definitely established.

UPPER CONTACT

The banded argillites, shales, and slates of the lower
Browns Mountain Group conformably underlie the Bear Brook
Formation. In the single observed exposure of the contact,
it is seen to be transitional as well as conformable. At the
contact, beds of banded argillite alternate with medium
grained, tuffaceous sandstone. These beds vary from about
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3 inches to 3 feet in thickness, and the zone of alteration is at
least 100 feet thick.

This upper contact exposure is on the East French River
about 1.5 miles south of Rte. 4.

Aerial mapping throughout this area south of Rte. 4, par-
ticularly between French River and Barneys River, gave addi-
tional evidence of the conformable nature of the contact.

Bear Brook Formation

NAME AND DEFINITION

The Bear Brook Formation of Fletcher (1886, p 18) is a
mappable unit throughout northeast Pictou County, and is
lithologically similar to the Stewart Brook Formation of Bell
(1940, p 6) and the Malignant Cove Formation of Williams
(1914, p 27) in Antigonish County.

The Bear Brook Formation was named for the tributary
of Barneys River in eastern Pictou County, 600 yards east of
Barneys River Station.

The Stewart Brook Formation was named for Stewart
Brook in Pictou County, 4 miles southeast of New Glasgow.
The type section is located on a tributary of Marsh Brook,
about 1.4 miles east of McLellan Brook settlement. These
rocks are exposed here for only about 400 feet along the
brook. Bell (1940, p 6) noted its lithologic similarity to the
sedimentary rocks of the Malignant Cove Formation.

The Malignant Cove Formation was named for Malignant
Cove in Antigonish County on the Northumberland Strait.
The only section is located on Malignant Cove Brook where it
flows into the cove.

Rocks of the Bear Brook Formation are not found in
Bear Brook, and no satisfactory type section was defined.
In addition, this formation name has not gained usage. The
name Malignant Cove Formation has been used only by geol-
ogists working in Antigonish County for the same rocks that
originally were tentatively placed in the Bear Brook Forma-
tion. The name Stewart Brook Formation has not been used
outside of its original small area of definition. For these
reasons, it is proposed to define more clearly this important
rock unit. The name Bear Brook Formation is retained, and
it is suggested that the names Malignant Cove Formation and
Stewart Brook Formation be abandoned as they are synony-
mous with the Bear Brook Formation. The latter name has
precedence over the others. The formation was named for
the tributary which flows southwestward into Barneys River
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and joins the latter stream 600 yards due east of Barneys
River Station.

The Bear Brook Formation is that series of flows, tuffs,
and derived sediments that underlies the fossiliferous Silurian
Beechhill Cove Formation and overlies the banded slates and
quartzites of the older Browns Mountain Group in Antigonish
and northeastern Pictou Counties.

TYPE SECTION

The type section for the Bear Brook Formation is on
Wallace Brook about 234 mile east of Meiklefield Schoolhouse,
and on a tributary of Wallace Brook which flows northwest
and joins Wallace Brook less than 14 mile upstream from the
junction of the latter stream with the French River. Meikle-
field Schoolhouse is shown on National Topographic Series
sheet 11 E/Q West Half.

The type section begins at the base of the Beechhill Cove
Formation sandstones on Wallace Brook, 750 feet upstream
from the junction of Wallace Brook and the French River.
It extends upstream and up the tributary, referred to above,
to the limit of outcrop. The lower contact is not exposed at
the type section.

The upper contact, with the Beechhill Cove Formation,
and part of the section, are repeated through the action of a
fold that carries this contact back into Wallace Brook 1900
feet upstream of the point where the above mentioned tribu-
tary enters Wallace Brook.

The Bear Brook Formation is characterized by rapid and
significant lateral changes in lithology. Wallace Brook and
its tributary provide the longest, nearly confinuous, section
of this unit, and display most of the rock types that represent
this formation.

THICKNESS

The toal thickness of these rocks at the type section is
2750 feet, with no lower contact present. At the western end
of this area on the Sutherland River 1000 feet of these rocks
are present, and again no lower contact is present.

On the East French River a thickness of the full section
can be calculated. Here the lower contact is present, and the
upper contact can be estimated closely. Outcrops of the Bear
Brook Formation are not continuous on the East French River,
but no evidence of loss or repetition of section was observed.
A thickness of 2400 feet was calculated.
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At Arisaig, to the east, in Antigonish County, a maximum
of 910 feet of volcanics are exposed (Zeigler 1958, unpubl.}
representing the Bear Brook Formation. Again, no lower
contact was observed, and this figure is only a minimum for
the formation thickness.

DESCRIPTION

In two areas the Bear Brook Formation is represented by
flows and tuffs. Between these two areas, and in the regions
beyond them, the formation is represented by tuffaceous sand-
stones, arkosic sandstones, and conglomerates.

Arisaig, in Antigonish County, is one of these two areas
in which the Bear Brook Formation is present in the form of
flows and tuffs. The volcanics that underlie the Silurian
sedimentary rocks at this locality have never been adequately
described or interpreted in the literature. Twenhofel (1909,
p 159) established the voleanic origin of the rhyolitic, upper
portion of these rocks. The lower, andesitic portion of the
volcanics was still referred to as an intrusive of Mississippian
age by Williams (1914, p 35). Zeigler (1958, unpubl.} made
a detailed study of the volcanics at Arisaig, and the following
description is based primarily on his work.

The uppermost unit at Arisaig is a welded rhyolitic tuff
of a maximum thickness of 275 feet. Below this is a red ash
bed 10 to 12 feet thick and fairly persistent. Below this is a
rhyolite, displaying flow structures and including some tuffs.
The maximum thickness of this unit is 225 feet. Below this
lies a series of at least 10 andesite flows ranging from 7 or 8
feet to 100 feet in thickness and usually separated by ash beds
that vary from 1 foot to 4 or 5 feet in thickness. This series
has been measured as thick as 400 feet, but no lower contact
is observed.

The second area in which the Bear Brook Formation is
represented by flows and tuffs is the area from Parks Falls on
the west, to a tributary of the French River near the French
River Meiklefield Road on the east. This area includes the
type section at Wallace Brook near its eastern limit. In this
area an upper series of andesitic flows is present. The total
thickness of these varies. At MacPhersons Mills, on the
Sutherland River, the thickness is at least 25 feet, but no more
than 100 feet. Only one-half mile downstream at Parks Falls
the andesitic rocks are at least 100 feet, but no more than 250
feet thick. At the type section there are 170 feet exposed.
These andesitic flows are sometimes porphyritic with feldspar
phenocrysts about 1/16 inch in size, and occasionally are amy-
gdaloidal with calcite amygdules.
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At the top of the formation in Wallace Brook, in contact
with the overlying Beechhill Cove Formation, there are € feet
of cream colored felsites and ash beds. These are presumably
of rhyolitic composition. These light colored igneous rocks
are not seen farther upstream in Wallace Brook, where the
Bear Brook Formation is almost in contact with the Beech-
hill Cove Formation again, nor are they present at MacPher-
sons Mills or Parks Falls.

Below the andesites lies a thick series of rhyolites, rhyo-
litie tuffs, tuffaceous sandstones, and conglomerates. Some
of the rhyolites are also porphyritic with 1/16 inch pheno-
crysts of quartz and feldspar. The conglomerates range to
very coarse with boulders 3 feet in diameter. The sandstones
are often coarse grained and both they and the conglomerates
show some graded bedding. These various rock types are
repeated in a seemingly random order and are, in places, in-
truded by dikes of andesite porphyry.

In the remaining areas of northeast Pictou County, sedi-
mentary rocks are present in the same stratigraphic position.
These are tuffaceous sandstones and conglomerates, with
occasional andesitic flows.
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The samples in Table 3 above are typical of the tuffaceous
sandstohes of the Bear Brook Formation.

The dominant clastic particles are fragments of flow rocks,
both felsites and trap rocks. These comprise about 50% of
the clastic grains. Weathered feldspar grains make up about
35% of the rock, with orthoclase and andesine having been
identified. Only about 15% of the rock consists of quartz or
quartzite grains. The matrix is rich in hematite, imparting
to these rocks their characteristic red colors. Mica is rare or
absent, but minor calcite may be present. These rocks are
characterized by red and purple color, but may weather to a
nearly white color. There is occasional regrowth of the
quartz.

The grains are generally very angular, but range in shape
to sub-rounded. Qccasional grains of devitrified glass with
perlitic structure were observed and some of the feldspars were
euhedral crystals.

AGE

The age of the Bear Brook Formation is uncertain. It
lies conformably above the older Browns Mountain Group and
disconformably below the Silurian Beechhill Cove Formation.
No fossils have been found in the Bear Brook Formation. This
is not surprising in view of its volcanic and coarse clastic na-
ture. The overlying Beechhill Cove Formation is of lower
Llandovery age. The underlying rocks may be as old as
Cambrian.

UPPER CONTACT

The Beechhill Cove Formation overlies the Bear Brook
Formation disconformably. In Pictou County the contact is
exposed only in the Wallace Brook section where sandstones
rest on a series of ash beds and felsites. Here the two forma-
tions are seen to be parallel, but the contact is not extensive.
At Arisaig the uneven nature of the contact can be observed,
and a 1 foot bed of conglomerate, containing transported rhyo-
lite pebbles, is locally developed in Doctors Brook. (Williams
1914, p 63). Mapping in the area between French River and
Barneys River south of Rte. 4, and in the Parks Falls-MacPher-
sons Mills area, gave further indication of the lack of an an-
gular break between these two formations in Pictou County.
Mapping by the author, and by Zeigler (1958, unpubl.) between
the pier at Arisaig and Doctors Brook, on the Northumberland
Strait, indicated the same relationship in Antigonish County.

Arisaig Series
The Arisaig Series was defined by Williams (1910). He
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described the section along the shore of Northumberland Strait
in the vicinity of the village from which the series takes its
name. It includes the Beechhill Cove Formation', Ross Brook
Formation, McAdam Formation, Moydart Formation, and the
Stonehouse Formation. To this, the present author proposes
to add the French River Formation, present only in Pictou
County, where it is found immediately above the upper Ross
Brook Formation. It has been faulted out of the shore sec-
tion and the Arisaig Brook section in the Arisaig area. At
both these places a fault is seen between the upper Ross Brook
Formation and the overlying McAdam Formation. It is be-
lieved to exist in this area because a characteristic fossil of the
French River Formation was found on the beach as a pebble.
This is Eospirifer stonehousensis of McLearn (1924, p 84)
which, as the specific name implies, was incorrectly assigned
to the Stonehouse Formation. This error was made because
the single specimen had been found at the base of a cliff of
rocks of the Stonehouse Formation.

It should be noted, also, that the highest beds of the Stone-
house Formation, immediately underlying the Devonian Knoy-
dart Formation, are not exposed in the Arisaig area, and,
hence, have not previously been described.

Published studies of the Silurian rocks at Arisaig have
presented different subdivisions. A comparison of these divi-
sions with one another, and with that used by the present
author, is presented in Table 4. The boundaries of the strati-
graphic units described by Dawson (1868, 1891) and Ami
(1900) were not clearly defined and have been so shown in
the table.

The units of Fletcher's stratigraphic sequence are des-
cribed by thickness. Since the section at Arisaig is cut by
many faults, whose displacements are difficult or impossible
to determine, there exists some doubt about the position of
Fletcher’s boundaries with respect to the stratigraphic suc-
cessions of the other authors. The detailed subdivision es-
tablished by Twenhofel (1909, p 148) is based on faunal zones.
Nevertheless, the division boundaries (formation boundaries),
except for that between ais Divisions III and IVa (McAdam
and Moydart Formations), are also distinet lithologic bound-
aries. Twenhofel (1909, p 151-156) gave thicknesses and a
general description of each of his zones. No mention was
made of the abundance of faults and difficulty of determini
thickness, hence, the correlation shown in Table 4 is based on

IMcLearn (1924, p 7) in reporting on Williams (1914) stratigraphy erron-
eously referred to the Division 1 Beechhill Cove Formation as the Beech-
hill Formation, and then used the latter term throughout his report.
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descriptions. Accordingly, the boundary between the middle
and upper members of the Ross Brook Formation lies some-
where within Twenhofel’s zones 7 and 8, but cannot be more
closely correlated. Williams (1914, p 62} adopted Twenhofel’s
division boundaries exactly, having accompanied Twenhofel
on a traverse of the section.The zones of Williams are merely
combinations of the more numerous zones of Twenhofel. Mec-
Learn (1924, p 8} followed the divisions established by Twen-
hofel with the possible exception of the McAdam-Moydart For-
mation boundary. The thickness of 380 feet for the McAdam
Formation given by McLearn (1924, p 12) agrees with that
of Twenhofel (1909, p 155), whereas the description by Mc-
Learn (1924, p 11) omits the greenish gray argillaceous sand-
stones of zones 26 and 27 of Twenhofel (1909, p 155). The
boundary of the McAdam and Moydart Formations of Mec-
Learn, as shown in Table 4, is based on his rock descriptions,
Hence, this boundary correlates with that used by the present
author, McLearn (1924, p 8-15) presented still another set of
zones. The correlations shown in Table 4 are based primarily
on the rock descriptions of McLearn’s subdivisions.
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Beechhill Cove Formation

NAME AND DEFINITON

The Beechhill Cove Formation was defined by Williams
(1914, p 63) and named for the Beechhill Cove on the North-
umberland Strait between Arisaig and Malignant Cove.

TYPE SECTION

The type section is at the eastern end of this cove. The
lower contact is not exposed here; it lies under water to the
north. The upper contact lies above water on the shore and is
marked by the abrupt end of the hard, argillaceous quartz
sandstones of this formation and the beginning of the black
shale and mudstone of the lower Ross Brock Formation,

THICKNESS

The thickness at the type section is given as a minimum
of 160 feet (Twenhofel, 1909, p 149), and 200 feet are present
in a complete section a short distance to the east at Doctors
Brook (Williams, 1914, p 63).

This formation is relatively well exposed in northeast
Pictou County. Its thickness is seen to vary from a minimum
of 50 feet in the area between Parks Falls and MacPhersons
Mills to a maximum of 240 feet on Wallace Brook. The best
section in Pictou County is in Wallace Brook, a tributary of
the French River 2 miles south of Rte. 4.

DESCRIPTION

The Beechhill Cove Formation in Pictou County consists
of hard, mostly well-bedded, greenish and bluish gray, argil-
laceous sandstones and siltstones, and of more massive bluish
gray indurated mudstones.

The sandstones and siltstones are present in resistant
beds from 1 inch to more than 1 foot thick, and in massive
strata several feet thick. These rocks are greenish or bluish
gray on a fresh surface, but weather to a light greenish gray
near the weathering surface, and to a tan gray at the surface.

The mudstones of this formation are only slightly less
resistant, but lack the well-defined bedding of the sandstones
and siltstones. Most are bluish gray, weathering to a medium
gray at the surface.

A few fossiliferous limy sandstones are present. These
weather to a friable red-brown sandstone.

On the East French River south of Rte. 4, a 1 foot bed of
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quartz pebble conglomerate is present near the base of the
Beechhill Cove Formation.

The lowest beds are resistant sandstones or siltstones.

With the exception of the quartz pebble conglomerate,
described above, the size of the grains is not greater than fine
sand. In the sandstones and siltstones the grains fall into two
general size ranges. A histogram of the grain size frequency
distribution would be bimodal with the coarser grains, falling
into one or two grades on the Wentworth scale in the fine-
sand-fine-silt range, and the remainder falling into the clay
sizes. Most of the coarser particles are angular, but the range
includes sub-angular and sub-rounded.

No studies by x-ray diffraction were made of samples
from the Beechhill Cove Formation.
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CHEMICAL ANALYSIS

PF 2la
Si0, 80.9
AL,O, 9.02
Fe,O, 1.56
FeO 1.89
MnO 0.01
TiO, 0.48
P,0, 0.06
K,O 1.67
Na,O 1.17
CaO 0.00
MgO 0.61
H,O 201
TOTAL 99.4
CALCULATED MINERALOGIC COMPOSITION
Quartz Albite Muscovite Kaolinite Chlorite
PF 21a 65.29 10.0% 142% 2.0% 3.4%

The calculated mineral percentages for sample PF 21a
were arrived at by the method presented under PETROG-
RAPHY. Sample PF 21la is one of the more quartzose of the
Beechhill Cove Formation sandstones, as determined by hand
specimen and binocular microscope.

It may be concluded that the sandstones and siltstones of
the Beechhill Cove Formation are composed of up to 85% sand
and silt size grains, including 30%-70% quartz. The remain-
der of these coarser grains are predominantly altered feld-
spar, muscovite, which, in this form, make up 1 or 2% of the
total rock, and trace amounts of biotite. As much as 35% of
the rock consists of argillaceous matrix containing kaolinite,
muscovite, and chlorite. The presence of almost 0.5% TiO,
suggests the presence of leucoxene, such as was detected in
larger amounts in most of the thin sections of rocks of the
Arisaig Series.

The mudstones differ in composition in having less sand
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and silt size grains of quartz, and more clay matrix. The clay
makes up almost 50% of the mudstones.

FAUNA

The following fossils were identified from the Beechhill
Cove Formation. A list of fossils by locality is included in
Appendix 2, filed at the Dept. of Mines, Halifax.

Cornulites sp.
Kostropheodonta sp.
large dalmanellid
dalmanellid
linguloid
rostrospiroid, Meristina (7?)
rhynchonellid
strophomenoid

horn coral

crinoid

orthoceroid

snail

pelecypod

AGE

The age of the Beechhill Cove Formation is lower Llando-
very (lower Silurian) as indicated by the presence of the
brachiopod, Eostropheodonta sp.

UPPER CONTACT

At Arisaig, the contact of the sandstones of the Beechhill
Cove Formation, with the black shales of the lower member
of the Ross Brook Formation, is sharp. The difference in age
from lower Llandovery (Beechhill Cove Formation) to upper
Llandovery (lower Ross Brook Formation) indicates the pres-
ence of a disconformity.

In Pictou County, the only exposure of the contact is on
the East French River 3 miles above the confluence of this
stream with the French River, and 34 mile north of Rte. 4.
Here the Beechhill Cove sandstones are overlain by the lower
member of the Ross Brook Formation. At this loeality the
lower member is different in lithology from the type section
being composed of a series of well-bedded mudstones. The
contact is sharp, but the lithologic change is not as striking as
at Arisaig. The overlying mudstones differ from the Beechill
Cove Formation in being slightly less resistant, less sandy, and
in weathering to a lighter color.
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Ross Brook Formation

NAME AND DEFINITION

The Ross Brook Formation, defined by Williams (1914,
p 64) and named for the brook just west of the village of Ari-
saig, is exposed along the shore of the Northumberland Strait
between the mouth of Ross Brook and a fault zone 300 yards
west of the mouth of Smith Brook, and on Arisaig Brook from
the shore south to a fault 100 feet downstream from the pros-
pecting tunnels in the hematite bed. It can be subdivided
lithologically into three mappable units, referred to, herein-
after, as the lower, middle, and upper members.

THICKNESS

A thickness of 833 feet was given by Twenhofel (1909,
p 148), who recognized that some of the section was missing,
due to faulting. In Pictou County a nearly complete section
totaling 1200 feet is present along the French River.

The lower member at Beechhill Cove is about 100 feet
thick at only one locality, on the East French River, where it
is 84 feet thick. The lithology is different from that at the
type section, and is described below.

On the French River, 330 feet of the middle member are
exposed, and another 120 feet of covered section are present
below this. This member corresponds approximately to zones
3-7 of Twenhofel (1909, p 150) reported to be 205-305 feet
thick.

The upper member, in Pictou County, is 750 feet thick in
the French River. The upper contact is faulted out at Ari-
saig. Hence, the remaining 500-600 feet of Twenhofel’s mea-
sured section is a minimum figure.

DESCRIPTION

Lower Member

The lower member of the Ross Brook Formation in the
Arisaig area is composed of black mudstones and shales. At
least 13 thin ash and tuff beds are present in the lowest 60
feet at Beechhill Cove’. Some of the shales are paper thin
and contain graptolites.

This lithology is not observed in Pictou County. At one
locality, on the East ¥rench River north of Rte. 4 about 3

1F. Zeigler, personal communication, May 9, 19860.
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miles upstream from the confluence of this stream with the
French River, 84 feet of greenish gray, slightly calcareous
mudstones, well-bedded in Jayers of 1 to 6 inches, lies immed-
iately above typical Beechhill Cove Formation rocks, and im-
mediately below typical rocks of the middle member of the
Ross Brook Formation. This series of mudstones contains
two tuff beds about 114 inches thick and thus may be corre-
lated with the lower member of the Ross Brook Formation at
Beechhill Cove. The Beechhill Cove Formation present below
this anomalous series of mudstones is as thick as any found
in the area, hence, there is no reason to place the mudstones
in that formation.

On the French River, just downstream of the point where
Wallace Brook enters, a 15 inch layer of ash is found in typical
rocks of the middle member of the Ross Brecok Formation,
near the base of this unit. If this ash bed is correlated with
those of the lower Ross Brook Formation, then the lower mem-
ber is seen to have been wedged out by the middle member at
this location. The lower member is exposed in Pictou County
only at the East French River locality.

Middle Member

The middle member of the Ross Brook Formation is
characterized by massive, cleaved, bluish gray mudstones,
which weather subaerially to an orange or reddish brown,
and underwater to grayish yellow or black.

Interbedded with these are some beds of resistant sand-
stone and siltstone, usually 114-2 inches in thickness, but rang-
ing up to 6 inches, which often furnish the only evidence of
the bedding. These beds are bluish gray, argillaceous, fine
grained, sandstones and siltstones. A few of the sandstones
are a purplish color and contain abundant muscovite parallel
to the bedding. The lower parts of some of these sandstone
and siltstone beds are the sites of layers or lenses of fossils.
These resistant beds locally comprise 10-15%¢ of the thickness,
but usually much less. They generally increase in frequency
and thickness going upsection.
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CHEMICAL ANALYSIS
DF 65a (ash) DF 63 (mudstone)

Sio, 49.2 58.7
ALO, 25.2 20.6
Fe,O, 2.79 1.86
FeO 373 4.61
MnO 0.04 0.02
TiO, 1.90 1.09
P,0, 0.69 0.17
K,0 3.81 3.75
Na,O 0.97 0.98
Ca0 0.83 0.17
MgO 1.60 1.32
H,0 6.80 5.48
TOTAL 976 98.8

CALCULATED MINERALOGIC COMPOSITION
Quartz Albite Muscovite ¥Kaolinite Chlorite

DF 63 (mudstone 295% 8.3% 31.8% 12.2% 12.8%
DF 65a (ash) 14.7 82 32.3 23.5 11.8

The low total of the analyses for sample DF 65a indicates
either that other components are present (possibly CQO,, S,
SO,) or the accuracy of one or more of the analyses is poor.

The rather low value (98.8% ) for the total of the analyses
of sample DF 63 again suggests either the presence of some
other component or inaccuracy in the analysis.

From all available evidence, the mudstones of the middle
member may be described as being composed of about 35%
silt size grains and 65% argillaceous matrix. The silt size
grains consist of quartz, altered feldspar, and muscovite, plus
minor leucoxene, and, in some cases, pyrite. As in all the
samples analyzed, for which thin sections are available, the
Si0, content is greater than that of observed grains of quartz.
The excess of silica is probably due, in part, to clay size detrital
grains of quartz, and, in part, to some form of silica resulting
from the alteration of the feldspars. The matrix includes, in
addition to some form of SiO,, chlorite, muscovite, and kaol-
inite.
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A sample of the interbedded sandstones is included in the
D.T.A. data above. These sandstones are similar to those of
the upper member. Detailed descriptions may be found under
that unit, which apply as well to the sandstones and siltstones
of the lower member.

Upper Member

The upper member is characterized by interbedding of
sandstones and mudstones. This is distinctive because the
sandstones (sometimes siltstones), like those of the middle
member, are hard, resistant, and well-bedded, while the inter-
bedded mudstones are less resistant and massive. Cleavage
is developed in many of the mudstones.

The base of the upper member is arbitrarily defined as
the first resistant bed greater than 6 inches in thickness.
From this point upward the resistant beds everywhere com-
prise more than 10% of the total thickness. The proportion
of resistant beds is about 15-20% of the total just above the
contact with the middle member. Upsection, this percentage
increases to 509%, and then varies irregularly in the top half
of the member from 15-18% locally, but averages about 50%
of the total.

The resistant beds are bluish gray, weathering to tan
gray, argillaceous, quartz sandstones and siltstones. Some
display fine bedding and some show small scale cross bedding
as well. Some of the bedding surfaces are very micaceous.
The beds range in thickness from 1 inch to 114 feet; however,
most are from 2 to 8 inches thick.

The mudstones are bluish gray, weathering to a medium
gray. The majority are relatively soft and lack bedding.
Many display cleavage generally transverse to the bedding.
A smaller proportion consists of a more quartzitic, sandy mud-
stone. This rock type is intermediate between the two major
types described above.

A few of the resistant sandstones contain abundant fossils,
predominantly brachiopods. These beds contain calcite in
their matrix in addition to that in the remaining original
shell material,
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CHEMICAL ANALYSIS
ES 1Ac (sandstone) ES 1Af (mudstone)

Sio, 67.5% 62.3%
ALO, 15.8 187
Fe,0, 254 2.85
FeO 3.85 3.37
MnO 0.03 0.03
TiO, 1.00 1.08
P,0, 010 0.13
K,O 2.98 3.76
Na,O 0.91 1.07
CaO 0.14 0.01
MgO 116 135
H,0 4.03 ' a2
TOTAL 100.0 994

CALCULATED MINERALOGIC COMPOSITION

Sample Rock Type Quartz Albife Muscovite Kaolinite Chlorite

ES 1Ac sandstone 44.3% 7.7% 25.3% 7.6% 10.7%
ES 1Af mudstone 35.2 9.1 31.9 7.8 104

The above values were calculated by the method described
under PETROGRAPHY.

From all the data above, it may be seen that the resistant
beds are composed of about 75% sand or silt size grains, and
25% clay matrix. Quartz grains account for about 40-45%
of the rock, and altered feldspar grains for another 20-30%
of the rock. In addition, about 2% of the rock is composed
of muscovite grains of this size and 1% of leucoxene. Kaol-
inite, chlorite, limonite, and muscovite are present in the
matrix,

The mudstones vary in composition. Sample ES 1Af is
from one of the more silty mudstones. From the calculations
above, it would appear that only about 50¢ of the rock is clay
matrix, the remainder being composed of quartz and altered
grains of feldspar. The more argillaceous mudstones, such as
Sample DF 39f, contain less quartz and more clay minerals.
FAUNA

The following fossils were identified from the middle
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member of the Ross Brook Formation. A list of fossils by

locality is included in Appendix 2.

Cornulites sp.

Calymene sp.

Afrypa reticularis
Brachyprion sp.

Chonetes sp.

Coelospira hemisphaerica
Pholidostrophia sp.
Plagiorhyncha cf. P. glassi
Resserella elegantula
Stropheodonta sp.
dalmanellid

linguleid

inarticulate

fine ribbed rhynchonellid
small rhynchonellid
Favosites sp.

conularid

crinoid

graptolite

Tentaculites sp.
Platyceras sp.

gastropod other than Platyceras

The following fossils were identified from the upper mem-
ber of the Ross Brook Formation. Alist of fossils by locality

is included in Appendix 2.
trilobite

“Camarotoechia llandoveriana var. rossonia” McLearn

Chonetes sp.

Leptaena rhomboidalis
Plagiorhyncha glassi
Protomegastrophia (?) sp.
Resserella sp.
dalmanellid

small rhynchonellid
rostrospiroid

crinoid -

Tentaculites sp.
Pterinea sp.
orthoceroid
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AGE

The age of the lower member is lowest upper Llandovery
(upper lower Silurian). O. T. Jones (1926, p 123) correlated
these beds with the Monograptus sedgwicki zone of the upper
Llandovery on the basis of the graptolites M. tenuis, M. nuclus,
M. lpaculum, Glyptograptus scrratus, and Climactograptus
scalaris.

The age of the middle and upper members is upper
Llandovery (upper lower Silurian) on the basis of the brachio-
pod Coelospira hemisphaeriea, found throughout both mem-
bers.

UPPER CONTACT

The upper contact of the Ross Brook Formation is exposed
on the French River, about 1050 feet south of Route 4. The
overlying French River Formation is present on the axis of a
syncline cut transversely by the French River. To the north
of the synclinal axis, the French River Formation is conform-
ably in contact with the upper member of the Ross Brook
Formation.

French River Formation

NAME

The author proposes the name French River Formation
for those beds conformably overlying the upper Ross Brook
Formation on the French River south of Route 4. The French
River crosses Route 4 10 miles east of New Glasgow.

TYPE SECTION

The type section for the French River Formation is located
on the river of that name beginning 1050 feet south of the
Route 4 bridge, and continuing another 2050 feet to the south.

THICKNESS

At the type section and only exposure of the French River
Formation, a thickness of 175 feet is present. No upper con-
tact is present, hence, this is a minimum figure for the forma-
tion.

DESCRIPTION

The French River Formation consists of a series of blue
gray and purplish gray, argillaceous, fine grained sandstones,
and blue gray and green gray sandy mudstones. These rocks
weather to gray and green gray. They are gradational in
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composition from very argillaceous sandstone to sandy mud-
stone. They display irregular bedding planes 1 to 4 inches
apart and, in many beds, irregular fractures perpendicular to
the bedding. The sandstones and some of the mudstones are
micaceous.

Concretions are present in sandy mudstones near the base
of the formaticn and in a zone 4 feet thick, about 20 feet below
the highest exposed bed. 1In the former horizon, the concre-
tions are black, non-limy, and in the shape of prolate spheroids,
up to 2 inches in greatest dimension. The concretions in the
upper horizon are of gray sandy mudstone, similar to the sur-
rounding rock, and are in the shape of flat ellipsoids lying
parallel to the bedding planes. They are as large as 6 inches
long by 214 inches wide by 1 inch thick.

A conspicuous feature of this formation is the abundant
and distinctive fauna, present particularly in the upper half
of the formation. Important elements of this fauna include
Striaespirifer stonehousensis, Eatonioides sp., linguloids in ver-
tical position, and relatively abundant large homalonotid frag-
ments.

No x-ray diffraction studies or chemical analyses were
made of samples from the French River Formation. The sand-
stones appear similar to the more micaceous and argillaceous
horizons of the Ross Brock Formation, and are assumed to be
nearly identical in composition.
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The French River Formation is of highest Llandovery or
of Wenlock age on the basis of stratigraphic position. Diag-
nostic faunal elements are not present.

FAUNA

The following fossils were identified from the French
River Formation. A list of fossils by locality is included in
Appendix 2.

Cornulites sp.
homalonotid
Brachyprion (?) sp.
Eatonioides sp.
Leptaena rhomboidalis
Meristina sp.
Orbiculoidea sp.
Resserella sp.
Striaespirifer stonehousensis
two dalmanellids
dalmenitid

linguloid

Pterinea sp.
orthoceroid
bellerophontid

UPPER CONTACT

The contact with the overlying McAdam Formation was
not observed in northeast Pictou County. That the McAdam
Formation in this area is parallel in attitude to the strata of
the French River Formation was indicated by geologic mapping
in the area of Telford Brcok, south of Route 4, at the village
of Telford 8 miles east of New Glasgow, and the brook flowing
paralle! to Telford Brook 14 mile to the east.

McAdam Formation

NAME

The McAdam Formation was named by Ami (1900, p 203)
for the brook of that name which flows into the Northumber-
land Strait 114 miles west of Arisaig pier. Willlams (1914,
p 66) defined the limits of the formation. The formation is
present at Arisaig in a section along the shore of the Northum-
berland Strait from the fault zone west of Smith Brook to the
contact with the green beds of the Moydart Formation. This
contact is west of the mouth of McAdam Brook. Williams
included some of these green beds in his McAdam Formation
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which was defined on a faunal basis. The present author has
chosen the distinct and extensive lithologic change as the for-
mation boundary. The lowest part of the McAdam Formation
is not present along the shore due to faulting. It is present
in Arisaig Brook, about 1 mile southeast of the shore, how-
ever, and includes the “iron ore” bed.

An upper and lower member can be distinguished on a
lithologic basis and have been so mapped in Pictou County.

THICKNESS

A figure of 1100 feet for the thickness in the Arisaig area
is given by Williams (1914, p 67). The lower contact was
recognized to be a fault, making this a minimum thickness.
The thickness of this formation in Pictou County is at least
660 feet. A minimum figure is given because the lower con-
tact is not exposed. The complete upper member is present in
two sections measuring 150 feet and 120 feet, compared to a
figure of 375 feet at Arisaig based on Williams (1914, p 69)
descriptions. ~

DESCRIPTION
Lower Member

The lower member of the McAdam Formation is charac-
terized by inter-bedding of more resistant well-bedded strata,
with less resistant massive strata. Within the lowest 100 feet
on Arisaig Brook, a 2% foot fossiliferous bed of oolitic hema-
tite is present, Reports of earlier workers (Dawson 1881),
Lindeman and Bolton (1917) indicate the presence of this bed
in northeast Pictou County. Nevertheless, it is not present at
either of the two good sections, presumably lying below the
exposed beds.

At the type section, on the shore near Arisaig, the beds of
the lower members are massive, gray mudstones up to 1 foot
thick, alternating with resistant, well bedded, bluish gray,
argillacecus quartz sandstones and siltstones that frequently
display fine bedding or cross bedding, and calcareous beds up
to 6 inches thick that are sandy, resistant, and well bedded.
The latter may be calcareous, argillaceous saindstones or aren-
aceous, argillaceous limestones.

In northeast Pictou County, the resistant beds are not
calcareous, being bluish gray, argillaceous quartz sandstones
and siltstones, which weather to a tan gray. They are 14 inch
to 8 inches thick. Thus, the lower member of the McAdam
Formation, in this area, closely resembles the upper member
of the Ross Brook Formation. The two are distinct in that
the percentage of resistant beds in the lower McAdam Forma-
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tion decreases upsection from as great as 90% of the total near
the lowest exposure, to as little as 1(}% at the contact with the
upper member of the McAdam Formation, whereas the per-
centage of resistant well-bedded strata in the upper member
o{) the Ross Brook Formation increases upsection, as described
above.

As in the upper Ross Brook Formation, an intermediate
rock type is present at some horizons, but makes up less than
10% of the total thickness of the member.

The fine bedding within the resistant beds is a reflection
of grain size differences. Some of the fine grained layers con-
tain up to 10% muscovite. Swirled structures are also present
in these laminae.
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No chemical analyses were made of samples from the
lower member of the McAdam Formation. As a result, no
calculations of mineral percentages were made.

The alternating mudstones and sandstones or siltstones of
the lower member of the McAdam Formation are seen to be
similar to their respective counterparts in the upper member
of the Ross Brook Formation. The sandstones and siltstones
are composed of 65% to 75% sand or silt size grains, and the
remainder of clay matrix. The sand and silt size grains are of
quartz, which comprises 20-40% of the total of the rock; al-
tered grains, which appear to have been feldspar, account for
30-40% of the total; and 1 or 2% each of muscovite and leu-
coxene, and trace amounts of hematite. The matrix consists
of chlorite and, probably, kaolinite and muscovite.

The mudstones are composed of almost 66%¢ clay matrix.
The remainder is larger grains of quartz and altered feldspar,
in approximately equal amounts, plus about 2% each of mus-
covite and leucoxene, and trace amounts of hematite.

Upper Member

The upper member of the McAdam Formation is charac-
terized by dark gray, almost black, weathered color and the
presence of large, septarian, calcareous nodules.

The rocks of the upper member consist of less than 109
of well-bedded blue gray, hard, argillaceous quartz sandstones
in beds up to 4 inches thick. Many of these sandstones are
micaceous.

The remainder are irregularly bedded, finer grained and
less quartzose. These are in 1% inch to 2 inch beds or cleaved
into 14 inch to 1 inch layers. They are gray, weathering to
almost black, in color.

Nodules are present throughout this section in Pictou
County. The largest observed was 2 feet in diameter by 5
inches thick, and dark gray. Some were light gray, weather-
ing to a buff color. The composition of the largest nodule
was determined (#DT 27, Appendix 1).
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In summary, the large black, limy, septarian nodules are
composed of about 4066 quartz, 30% calcite, about 11% chlor-
ite, 7% muscovite, 6% kaolinite, 1% to 2% pyrite, and negli-
gible feldspar.

FAUNA

The following fossils were identified from the lower mem-
ber of the McAdam Formation. A list of fossils by locality is
included in Appendix 2.

Cornulites sp.

trilobite

Atrypa reticularis
Amphistrophia funiculata
Chonetes sp.

Chilidiopsis sp.

Isorthis sp.

Leptaena rhomboidalis
Meristina sp.

Resserella elegantula
dalmanellid other than R. elegantula
rhynchonellid
schuchertellid

crinoid

Tentaculites sp.

AGE

On the basis of stratigraphic position, the lower member
of the McAdam Formation is possibly of Wenlock (middle
Silurian)} age. It is believed that graptolites from the upper
member (collected at Arisaig) indicate a lower Ludlow (lower
upper Silurian) age, (Boucot, unpubl. correlation table).
Specimens have been sent to Dr. Berry of the U. S. National
Museum for positive identification.

UPPER CONTACT

In Pictou County, the Moydart Formation is observed
lying on the upper member of the McAdam Formation in Tel-
ford Brook, 1% mile south of Route 4, and 1. mile south of
Route 4 in the small brook 14 mile to the east of Telford Brook
and flowing parallel to it.

No angular difference in the attitudes of the strata of
these two formations is present, nor are there any signs of an
ercsional surface. Nevertheless, a very sharp change in lith-
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alogy takes place, and this change may indicate a disconform-
ity. The same sharp contact is observed in the Arisaig dis-
trist.

At Arisaig, a knife edge contact is present between the
lower and upper member of the McAdam Formation, which
may indicate a disconformity. The contact between the two
members is not exposed in Pictou County.

Moydart Formation

NAME

The Moydart Formation, named by Ami (1900, p 203),
and defined by Twenhofel (1909, p 155), was named after
Moydart Point on the shore of Northumberland Strait, two
miles west of Arisaig pier. The present author uses the low-
est green sandstones and mudstones, above the dark beds of
the upper McAdam Formation, as the lowest beds of the Moy-
dart Formation, Twenhofel apparently included some of the
lowermost green beds in the McAdam Formation, The Ari-
saig section is along the shore from a point about 300 yards
west of McAdam Brook westward to the top of the distinctive
“Red Stratum”.

THICKNESS

According to Twenhofel (1909, p 155), 379 feet of section
are present, the top 32 feet of which comprise the “Red
Stratum”. In northeast Pictou County, approximately 450
feet of Moydart Formation are present. The ‘“Red Stratum”
is exposed in one locality, and is 28.5 feet thick.

DESCRIPTION

With the exception of the “Red Stratum”, the Moydart
Formation in Pictou County is composed of mudstones, frag-
mental limestones, sandstones, and siltstones, many of which
are calcareous.

The limestones are rare, and some are lenses.

The sandstones are green, hard, fine grained, and quart-
zose. Many show fine bedding or small scale cross bedding.
They vary from well-bedded in 14 inch beds to massive strata
several feet thick. Most are micaceous, and in many there
has been regrowth of the quartz. Weathered surfaces are
green gray, gray, or even bluish gray.

There is a gradation in rock type from these distinctive
green sandstones and quartzites through similar siltstones,
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and less well-bedded green gray and blue gray siltstones to
massive bluish soft mudstones.

The hard green sandstones and siltstones predominate,
except near the top of the formation, where both mudstones
and limestones become more common,

The limestones of this formation are impure and most of
them are shell beds or lenses with a calcareous, argillaceous
siltstone or sandstone matrix.

Where badly fractured by a nearby fault, as in McLellan
Brook, many of the calcareous siltstones have developed veins
and irregular areas of finely to coarsely crystalline calcite.
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CHEMICAL ANALYSIS

SiO, 74.0

A1,0, 11.9

Fe,0, 1.91
FeO 2.42
MnO | 0.03
TiO, 1.07
P,0, 0.16
K,O 2.16
Na,O 2.44
Ca0 0.26
MgO 143
H,0 2.12
TOTAL 99.9

Calculated Mineralogic Composition

Sample No. Rock Type Quartz Orthoclase Albite Muscovite Chlorite
DT 3B sandstone 48.3% 1.5% 20.7% 16.2% 8.5%

The above quantitative mineralogic composition was cal-
culated by the method presented under PETROGRAPHY.

The sandstones and siltstones contain 35-50% quartz,
plus 25-35% altered feldspar and up to 5% muscovite in sand
or silt size grains. The matrix comprises 20-35% of the rock,
and is composed of chlorite, muscovite, and, in some, calcite.
Leucoxene is present in amounts up to 2%. Fine laminae are
present in many of these beds. The alternating laminae may
differ in amount of muscovite, sorme layers containing 10%
of the mica as silt size grains. In other beds, the alternating
laminae differ in having, alternately, a calcitic or an argil-
laceous matrix.

FAUNA
The following fossils were identified from the lower mem-

ber of the Moydart Formation. A list of fossils by locality is
included in Appendix 2.
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Cornulites sp.
trilobite
Amphistrophia sp.
Howellella sp.
Isorthis sp.
Leptaena sp.
Meristina sp.
Pholidops sp.
Rhynchospira sp.
chonetid
dalmanellid
rhynchonellid
strophomenoid
bryozoan

crinoid
orthoceroid
Pterinea sp.
gastroped

AGE

The Moydart Formation is assigned a Ludlow (upper
Silurian) age on the basis of its stratigraphic position above
the lower Ludlow portion of the McAdam Foundation and
below the Stonehouse Formation whose uppermost beds are
Gedinnian (lower Devonian) in age.

UPPER CONTACT

The contact of the overlying Stonehouse Formation with
the ‘“Red Stratum” is exposed at one locality in Pictou County.
This is on McLellan Brook, 1 mile northwest of Brookville
schoolhouse. The two units show no angular discordance, but
the “Red Stratum” is overlain by, and pinches out into, a con-
glomeratic green mudstone.

Elsewhere in Pictou County, mapping shows that the two
formations are parallel.
Stonehouse Formation

NAME

The name Stonehouse Formation was first used by Ami
(1900, p 203), but was defined by Twenhofel (1909, p 156) to
include all the beds above the “Red Stratum’” and below the
Devonian Knoydart Formation. The term is used in this sense
by the present author.

The Arisaig section of the Stonehouse Formation, mea-
ured and described by Twenhofel (1909, p 156), is on the shore
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of Northumberland Strait, from the top of the distinctive ‘“‘Red
Stratum” westward to the trap rocks at the mouth of McAras
Brook,

THICKNESS

The thickness of the Stonehouse Formation at Arisaig
was measured as 1075 feet by Twenhofel (1909, p 156). This
figure is only a minimum, because the top of the section is not
exposed in the Arisaig area.

In Pictou County, no complete section of this formation is
present. Strata, higher than any exposed on the shore at Ari-
saig, are present in contact with the Knoydart Formation. At
the western end of the area under study, scattered outcrops
of Stonehouse beds, displaying similar attitudes, indicate a
thickness of at least 2000 feet. No lower contact is exposed in
this area. In McLellan Brook, the section has been disturbed,
as a result of its proximity to the Irish Mountain Fault.
Nevertheless, a minimum of about 1250 feet, and a maximum
of about 2000 feet, are present. The lower contact is exposed
in this section, and the upper contact can be estimated, inas-
much as the overlymg Knoydart Formation is present.

DESCRIPTION

The beds of the Stonehouse Formation immediately above
the “Red Stratum” are similar to those of the Moydart Forma-
tion immediately below. Farther up in the section, slightly
calcareous, argillaceous sandstones and siltstones predominate.
These are mostly blue gray on a fresh surface, though some
are green gray resembling the Moydart sandstones. They
weather to gray or tan gray. A few are micaceous. Most
show fine bedding or small scale cross bedding., These sand-
stones and siltstones are well bedded in strata, 1 inch to 114
feet thick. A few calcareous shell beds, 1 inch to 4 inches
thick, and some bluish gray mudstones, up to 6 inches thick,
complete the section.

The uppermost 50 feet (approximately) are apparently
higher than any rocks exposed on the Arisaig shore. These
Stonehouse rocks are more massive argillaceous sandstones.
The beds are slightly calcareous and predominantly green gray
in color, with some blue gray. They weather to olive green,
very light gray, or red. At one locality (on road on east side
of Forbes Lake), these uppermost beds yielded a distinctive
brachiopod fauna (see AGE, below), and another locality (Tel-
{)ord Brook) yielded a dlstmctlve ostracod fauna (see FAUNA,

elow).

Within 25 feet of the top of the formation is a mottled red
and green sandstone, with finer grained, silt size laminae inter-
bedded.
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Sample DT 17 is from the mottled red and green sand-
stone horizon, about 25 feet below the Knoydart Formation.
It differs from the usual Arisaig series sandstone in its irre-
gular, hematitic and calcitic laminae. In this way, it repre-
sents a temporary depositional environment similar to that of
the Knoydart Formation.

FAUNA

The following fossils were identified from the Stonehouse
Formation. A list of fossils by locality is included in Appen-
dix 2.

Cornulites sp.
homalonatid
Atrypa reficularis
Chonetes sp.
Delthyris rugaecosta
Howellella (?) sp.
Orbiculoidea sp.
Pholidops sp.
Platyorthis (?) sp.
Podollela sp.
Proschizophoria sp.
Rhynchospira sp.
Salopina (?) sp.
dalmanellid
dalmenitid
linguloid
small rhynchonellid, “Camarotoechia” sp.
large rhynchonellid
rhynchonellid
trepostome bryozoan
coral
crinoid
Pterinea sp.
orthoceroid
In addition, the following ostracods were identified by M. J.
Copeland of the Geological Survey of Canada:
Beyrichia (Nedibeyrichia) postulosa Hall 1860
Beyrichia (Neobeyrichia) cf. B. salteriana  Jones 1855
Beyrichia (Neobeyrichia) maccoyiana (?) Jones 1855
Beyrichia (Neobeyrichia) maccoyiana var. sulcata
Reuter 1885
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Kloedenia wilckensiana Jones 1885
Kloedenellid (?) ostracod

AGE

The uppermost 50 feet of the Stonehouse Formation, ob-
served only in Pictou County, contain a lower Gedinnian (low-
est Devonian) brachiopod fauna, including Podolella sp. and
Proschizophoria sp. Presumably, much of the great thick-
ness of this formation below these upper beds is of upper Lud-
low (highest Silurian) age.

UPPER CONTACT

The upper contact with the Knoydart Formation, now
exposed at Arisaig, is nearly exposed at two locations in Pictou
County. About 1 mile south of Route 4 on Telford Brook, 9
miles west of New Glasgow, a few feet of the Knoydart Forma-
tion are exposed in the axis of a syncline with rocks of the
Stonehouse Formation present within 50 feet on either flank.
To the north, the Stonehouse Formation contains mottled red
and green beds, at least 2 feet thick. This suggests the be-
ginning of conditions under which the red beds of the Knoydart
were formed and an almost transitional contact.

Both at this locality and along the road east of Forbes
Lake, 6 miles south of New Glasgow, the Knoydart is parallel
to the underlying Stonehouse Formation.

Knoydart Formation

NAME

The Knoydart Formation was defined by Ami (1900b, p
30) to include the Devonian rocks of McAras Brook. The for-
mation is named for Knoydart Brook about 4145 miles west of
Arisaig pier on the Northumberland Strait.

This Arisaig section iz located on McAras Brook, which
flows into the Northumberland Strait 214 miles west of Ari-
saig pier. The Knoydart Formation underlies the trap rocks
present at the mouth of the Brook.

THICKNESS

Fletcher, in 1897, measured 683 feet for the thickness of
the Knoydart Formation at Arisaig, but realized that this was
an incomplete section (Ami, 1900¢, p 177). The maximum
section exposed in Pictou County is only 250 feet thick. This
exposure is on McLellan Brook, 114 miles northwest of Brook-
ville schoolhouse. No top or bottomn is exposed, so that this
is a minimum figure for the thickness actually present.
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DESCRIPTION

The Knoydart Formation consists of green and red, fine
grained sandstones and red mudstones. Some of the red sand-
stones are micaceous, and many show fine bedding or cross
bedding. Some beds have abundant green, calcareous nodules,
about 1 inch in diameter, that weather differentially with res-
pect to the remainder of the rock.” The nodules become yellow
on weathering.

The green, fine grained sandstones are very resistant, well
bedded, and show fine bedding of calcareous sandstone laminae
alteranting with darker, argillaceous laminae. These rocks
are present in beds 1 inch to 5 inches thick.

The red and green strata alternate in zones of up to 3
feet of green and up to 20 feet of red. The red beds pre-
dominate.
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A typical red siltstone of the Knoydart Formation con-
tains about 25% of clay size matrix with minor chlorite that
is calcitic in some areas and hematitic in others. The re-
mainder of the rock is composed of quartz, which makes up
about 35% of the rock, altered grains of feldspar, which com-
prise about 30%, over 5% muscovite, and about 5% hematite,
in silt size grains. Pyrite may also be present in trace
amounts. The rock, as a whole, contains 5-10% calcite,

AGE

Fossil fish remains, from the Knoydart at Arisaig, were
identified by A. Smith Woodward and H. Woodward (Ami,
1900) and the beds correlated with the Lower Old Red Sand-
stone (lower Devonian).

UPPER CONTACT

The upper contact of the Knoydart Formation is not ex-
posed in Pictou County. Both areas where the Knoydart
Formation is exposed, are along the axis of a syncline. The
only contacts, other than with the underlying Stonehouse For-
mation, are large faults.

The Silurian-Devonian sedimentary rock sequence is sep-
arated from the overlying Mississippian sedimentary rocks by
an unconformity. This is exposed on the north side of the
East River of Pictou., The west limit of the area of Silurian-
Devonian rocks in Pictou County is a fault; however, the low-
est Mississippian bed is a conglomerate containing pebbles of
the underlying rocks, indicating the existence of the uncon-
formity.

Southeast Pictou County

In southeast Pictou County, a distinctly different strati-
graphic sequence is present, representing the lower and middle
parts of the section. At the top of this sequence, the Stone-
house and Knoydart Formations are recognized as in north-
east Pictou County. It should be noted that beds this young
were only observed at the western end of this southern area.

Charcoal Formation
NAME

The author proposes the name Charcoal Formation for a
series of tuffs and flows, which comprise the oldest layered
rocks in south Pictou County. The name is taken from a
settlement on the East River of Pictou, 11 miles southeast of
New Glasgow and 414 miles west of Sunnybrae, as shown on
National Topographic Series sheet 11 E/7 East Half.
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No lower contact is observed, nor are any rocks in the area
known to be older.

TYPE SECTION

No type section for this formation has been designated.
No adequate sequence has been observed. Rocks typical of
this formation are found in Glencoe Brook about 14 miles
north of the point where this brock enters the East River of
Pictou, 1214 miles southeast of New Glasgow, and 214, miles
west of Sunnybrae.

THICKNESS

Less than 200 feet of this formation is present in Glencoe
Brook., Formational mapping to the east of Glencoe Brook
(fig. 2) indicates over 2000 feet of these rocks. The wide-
spread distribution of this formation is added evidence of con-
siderable thickness. The base of this formation is not seen,
hence, only a minimum thickness can be reported.

DESCRIPTION

The Charcoal Formation is composed of green and purple
crystal tuffs and lithic tuffs. The grain size varies from
medium to very coarse sand, and many of the beds are pebbly.
A few flows of trap rock, probably andesite, are also present.

The tuffs are composed predominately of fragments of
felsite and trap, crystals and angular fragments of feldspar,
both plagioclase and orthoclase, Quartz is a minor constit-
uent where present at all. The matrix includes much chlorite.
Pyrite and hematite occur in amounts from a trace up to 2%.
Some of the green tuffs are of such a color as to suggest the
presence of epidote.

The pebbles in the conglomeratic layers are of red and
yellow felsites and purple microporphyries, with feldspar
phenocrysts, some of which are amygdabidal.

Petrographic work on samples from the Charcoal Forma-
tion was limited to examination of polished sections under
binocular microscope.

AGE

The age of the Charcoal Formation is unknown. No
fossils have been found in it. No older layered rocks are
present in this area. All that can be said is that this forma-
tion is older than the overlying Sunnybrae Formation, which,
in turn, is older than the lower Llandovery age of the Glencoe
Brook Formation.
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UPPER CONTACT

The upper contact of the Charcoal Formation is exposed
in Glencoe Brook. The overlying Sunnybrae Formation is
composed of banded shales and slates. Here the two forma-
tions are seen to pass transitionally into each other. The
contact zone is a series of interbedded banded silty shales and
tuffs. The top of the Charcoal Formation is defined as the
bottom of the lowest banded shale or slate.

Sunnybrae Formation

NAME

The author proposes the name Sunnybrae Formation for
the series of soft, gray green, banded shales and slates present
in southeast Pictou County stratigraphically above the tuffs of
the Charcoal Formation and beneath the quartzites of the
Glencoe Brook Formation, This formation is named for the
village of Sunnybrae on the East River of Pictou 15 miles
southeast of New Glasgow, as shown on the National Topo-
graphic Series sheet 11 E/7 East Half.

TYPE SECTION

The type section for the Sunnybrae Formation is on Glen-
coe Brook 14 mile north of Glencoe schoolhouse. It extends
from beneath the coarse conglomerate at the base of the
quartzites, 3000 feet upstream to the tuffs of the Charcoal
Formation.

This section is cut by a major fault, as indicted by a 20
feet wide, vein filled, fault zone. Nevertheless this section
exposes both upper and lower contacts, and all the major rock
types.

The Charcoal Formation passes upward transitionally into
the Sunnybrae Formation, The base of the Sunnybrae is
defined as the lowest banded, gray or green, slate or shale.
This horizon was chosen inasmuch as thin tuff beds are pres-
ent throughout much of the Sunnybrae Formation. Below
the transition zone, the Charcoal Formation is devoid of banded
shales or slates.

THICKNESS

The Sunnybrae Formation is about 1200 feet thick. This
figure is caleculated from geographical mapping in the area of
Glencoe Brook and to the east. Only about 750 feet are pres-
ent at the type section. The remainder of the sequence has
been faulted out.
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DESCRIPTION

The Sunnybrae Formation is composed principally of
green, weathering to green and purplish brown, banded shales
and slates. These rocks are very fine grained and can be
easily scratched with a knife. The cleavage, in places, is well
developed transverse to the bedding, hence, the use of the term
slates for these relatively soft rocks.

Some silty beds are present, in which feldspar is the chief
mineral in the larger grains. In a few places, thin beds of tuff
are present. These are characterized by a green and white
color which readily distinguishes them from the tuffs of the
Charcoal Formation. These intermittent tuffs show grain
size layering, and, in sonie samples, graded bedding.

The lowest part of the Sunnybrae Formation is composed
of alternating strata of the typical Charcoal Formation tuffs
and the banded rocks of the Sunnybrae Formation.

(6]
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CHEMICAL ANALYSES
AM (shale) BRd 1 (tuff and shale}

Si0, 67.1% 61.4%
ALO, 173 15.3
Fe,0, 1.79 0.81
FeO 2.54 3.02
MnO 0.04 0.11
TiO, 0.78 0.54
P,0, 0.13 0.13
K,0 475 3.14
Na,0 0.24 2.82
Ca0 0.33 0.70
MgO 2.29 2.08
H,0 356 2.58
TOTAL 100.9 98.6

Calculated Mineralogic Composition

Sample No. Quartz Orthoclase Albite Anorthite Muscovite Chlorite

AM 44.5% 1.2% 2.0% negl. 38.5% 11.4%
BRd 1 33.8 81 23.9 3.5% 15.0 13.0

The above calculations were made by the method des-
cribed under PETROGRAPHY.

The typical banded shales apparently consist of about
449% quartz, 11% chlorite, 38.5% muscovite, and 2% albite.

The tuffs are typically composed of feldspar grains and
euhedral crystals and lithic fragments of felsites and feld-
spathic fine grained rocks in an argillaceous matrix. Little
or no quartz is present in the form of sand or silt size grains.

Some of the samples of tuffs contain abundant calcite in
the matrix, whereas others contain none.

AGE

The exact age of the Sunnybrae Formation is uncertain,
as no fossils have yet been found in the formation. It under-
lies, and therefore is older than the Glencoe Brook Formation
of lower Llandovery (lower lower Silurian} age.
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UPPER CONTACT

The upper contact is exposed at the type section in Glen-
coe Brook. The fine grained banded rocks of the Sunnybrae
Formation at this locality are overlain by a coarse conglomer-
ate containing pebbles and boulders of quartzite and of rocks
similar tc those of the Sunnybrae Formation. No angular
difference in attitude of the beds is present, but the contact
is partly obscured by the presence of porphyry. This igneous
rock appears to lie wholly below the conglomerate, but may
be intrusive or extrusive, Mapping the area to the east bears
out the parallel relationship of the attitudes of the two forma-
tions.

The presence of the igneous rock below the contact and
the basal conglomerate strongly suggests a disconformity at
this horizon.

Glencoe Brook Formation

NAME

The author proposes the name Glencoe Brook Formation
for the series of quartzites, sandstones, and minor mudstones
that overlie the banded shales and slates of the Sunnybrae
Formation in this area. This formation includes the lowest
fossiliferous rocks observed in southeast Pictou County.

This formation is named for a tributary of the East River
of Pictou 12 miles southeast of New Glasgow and 214 miles
west of Sunnybrae.

TYPE SECTION

The type section of the Glencoe Brook Formation is on
Glencoe Brook, beginning at the first outerop upstream from
the Glencoe schoolhouse and continuing upstream for 2250
feet. The base of the formation is several feet of coarse con-
glomerate.

THICKNESS

The Glencoe Brook Formation is 910 feet thick at the type
section. In this section, the lower contact is exposed, but the
upper is not. Although the thickness is, therefore, a mini-
mum, it is believed to represent almost a complete section,
because the fossil bed near the top of the type section is similar
to one found near the top of the formation at other localities
where the upper contact is present,

The Glencoe Brook Formation can be subdivided into an
upper and lower member. The lower member is 280 feet
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thick and the upper member is at least 630 feet thick at the
type section.

DESCRIPTION
Lower Member

The base of the lower member, at the type section, is a
series of conglomerates totaling 8 feet in thickness. The low-
est bed is a coarse conglomerate with cobbles up to 114 feet
in minimum dimension. The cobbles and smaller pebbles are
composed of banded fine grained rocks similar to the Sunny-
brae Formation, quartzites and quartz. The matrix is quart-
zitic and green, weathering to orange brown. Ppyrite is pres-
ent in minor amount. Above this is 2 feet of fine grained
gray quartzite. Overlying this is a conglomerate and con-
glomeratic quartzite with pebbles up to 4 inches in maximum
dimension. These are interbedded with sandy quartzitic mud-
stone. The pebbles are quartz, quartzite, and flat pebbles of
fine grained rock that resemble rocks of the Sunnybrae For-
mation.

Above this lies a series of argillaceous quartz sandstones
and quartzites. They are colored gray or dark gray. Near
the top of the member, some display a distinctive speckled
yellow and black appearance on weathered surfaces. The
sandstones and quartzites are present in beds of 4 inches to 3
feet thick. Some of these weather to orange or purple.

Massive gray mudstones that weather to darker gray are
present in minor amount.
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CHEMICAL ANALYSIS
GB 101 (sandstone)

Sio, 81.0%

Al,0, 11.3

Fe,O, 0.91

FeO 0.42

MnO 0.01

TiO, 1.27

PO, 0.07

K,O 3.30

Na,O 0.19

Ca0 011

MgO 0.19

H,O not determined
TOTAL 98.8 plus H,0

Calculated Mineralogic Composition

Sample No. Quartz Muscovite Albite Kaolinite Chlorite
GB 101 67% 28% 1.6% trace 0.8-1.1%

Sample GB 101 is of an argillaceous quartz sandstone from
near the top of the lower member. A small amount of pyrite
was shown to be present by D.T.A., and the calculations are,
accordingly, based on the presence of 1/4-1%% pyrite.

Upper Member

The base of the upper member, at the type section, is com-
posed of 1145 foot beds of white quartzite and quartz pebble
conglomerates. These total 18 feet in thickness. Over this
lies a series of about 60 feet of mudstones and quartzites, above
which quartzites and ferruginous quartz sandstones predom-
inate.

The mudstones are massive, resistant, and blue gray
weathering gray.

The quartzites and quartz sandstones range from very
fine grained to medium grained. Many have a ferruginous
matrix, which causes them to weather yellow, red, or purple,
or a mottling of these colors. They are found in well bedded
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Near the top of the section is a fossiliferous layer con-

layers from 2 inches to 2 feet, and in massive strata several
taining brachiopods in abundance.

feet thick.
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Sample GB 5-3 is typical of the ferruginous quartz sand-
stones or quartzites of the upper member of the Glencoe Brook
Formation. The abundant quartz grains are joined by re-
growth in many cases, hence, the term quartzite is applied.
These beds are rich in hematite; 5% of the rock is composed
of grains or hematite and about an equal amount is dissemin-
ated throughout the matrix.

AGE

The upper part of the Glencoe Brook Formation is cor-
related with the Beechhill Cove Formation on the basis of the
brachiopods Eostropheodonta sp. and a rostrospiroid (a primi-
tive Meristina) common to these two formations. The former
is indicative of a lower Llandovery (lower lower Silurian) age.

FAUNA

The following fossils were identified from the upper mem-
ber of the Glencoe Brook Formation, A list of fossils by
locality is included in Appendix 2.

Dolerorthis sp.

Eostropheodonta sp.

ribbed atrypacean, not Atrypa reticularis
two dalmanellids

rostrospiroid, primitive Meristina
strophomenoid

horn coral

crinoid

snail

UPPER CONTACT

The upper contact of the Glencoe Brook Formation is ex-
posed in the tributary of McLellan Book that flows past the
Brookville schoolhouse. The contact is about parallel with
the stream 300 feet east of the schoolhouse. The Kerrowgare
Formation is to the south, conformably over the Glencoe Brook
Formation. At this location, the contact is relatively sharp,
the transition taking place through changes in rock type from
argillaceous sandstone through sandy, then silty, mudstone,
to shale. This transition takes place within a stratigraphic
interval of 10 feet.

Elsewhere the formations are seen to be parallel in atti-
tude of bedding. A transitional zone up to 50 feet thick is
encountered in these areas. This transition displays inter-
bedded sandstones or quartzites, similar to those of the Glen-
coe Brook Formation, and highly cleaved mudstones of the
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overlying Kerrowgare Formation. This transition zone is
arbitrarily assigned to the Kerrowgare Formation.

Kerrowgare Formation

NAME

The author proposes the name Kerrowgare Formation for
the series of dark gray shales, slates, and minor sandstones
that are widespread in the southeast Pictou County area.
They overlie the quartzites of the Glencoe Brook Formation
and underlie the Stonehouse Formation in the west of this
area. Kerrowgare, as shown on National Topographic Series
sheet 11 E/8 West Half, is the location of a post office in the
valley of the East River of Pictou, about 4 miles east of Sunny-
brae on the north side of the river.

TYPE SECTION

No one section is satisfactory as a type section for this
formation. Fairly extensive sections are present on the upper
reaches of Holmes Brook 114 miles east of Springville, and on
McLellan Brook in the area just north of the Brookville school-
house.

THICKNESS

Much of the Kerrowgare Formation is composed of homo-
geneous, dark gray sedimentary rocks of predominately clay
size particles. Where interbedded sandstones or quartzites
are not present, the bedding is usually undiscernible. Cleav-
age is always developed, and some of the cleavage faces have
a phyllitic appearance. In some of the areas in which the
bedding is evident, the cleavage is parallel to it, in others the
cleavage is transverse to the bedding.

The difficulty in determining bedding, compounded by the
numerous small folds and the lack of a single complete section,
rendered it impossible to measure the thickness of this forma-
tion. Formational mapping indicates that the formation is on
the order of hundreds of feet thick, rather than tens or thou-
sands of feet thick. Formational mapping (fig. 2) in the area
north of Bridgeville indicates the presence of about 600-700
feet of this formation between outcrops of the Glencoe Brook
Formation and the Stonehouse Formation.

DESCRIPTION

The Kerrowgare Formation is composed of blue gray,
weathering to dark gray, clastic sedimentary rocks. Shales
and slates, some of them silty, are by far the most common.
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Less than 10% of the total thickness is composed of hard,
resistant, similarly colored, argillaceous fine grained sand-
stones, in beds of 14 inch to 2 inches thick. Near the base of
the formation, lighter colored, very hard, argillaceous sand-
stones or quartzites, up to 4 inches thick, are interbedded with
the fine grained rocks in a transition from the Glencoe Brook
Formation. These sandstones or quartzites weather light gray
or tan gray. In this zone, cleaved, silty, or even sandy, mud-
stones are present in place of shales.
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CHEMICAL ANALYSES

I 6 (siltstone) ML 101 (shale) ML 104 (mudstone)
av. of two analyses

Sio, 70.3% 45.8% 61.0%

Al1,0, 14.6 22.2 211

Fe,O, 1.74 0.31 1.19

FeO 4.76 12.07 5.74

MnO 0.02 0.07 0.04

TiO, 0.74 1.02 115

PO, 0.19 017 0.10

K, 0 241 3.10 3.60

Na,O 0.85 0.81 0.61

CaO 0.26 0.22 0.26

MgO 1.50 3.55 1.01

H,0

TOTAL 974 plus HO 893plusH,O0 95.8plusH,O
and S and S and S (7)

Calculated Mineralogic Composition
Sample No. Quartz Muscovite Albite Kaolinite Chlorite

16 48.7-48.9% 20.4% 7.2% 9.1-10.0% 8.8-11.2%
ML 101  13.4-135 26.3 6.9 14.5-150 31.4-32.6
ML 104  32.8-33.2 30.5 5.2 16.6-175 T.1-11.8

Smple I 6 is of an argillaceous siltstone from the lower
transitional beds of the Kerrowgare Formation. It is dark
gray on a weathered surface and displays an irregular cleav-
age, transverse to the bedding, thus resembling the mudstones
and shales of this formation.

Differential Thermal Analysis indicated the presence of
2-4% pyrite. The variations in the calculations are based on
this range of pyrite percentage.

Sample ML 101 is typical of the shales of the Kerrowgare
Formation. As in the case of sample I 6 above, pyrite is known
to be present from the D.T.A. results and the calculations are
based on the presence of 1-2% pyrite.

Sample ML 104 is typical of the dark mudstones of the
Kerrowgare Formation. The high ferrous iron content, and
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the presence of pyrite in the other samples from this formation,
suggest that pyrite is present in this sample as well. The cal-
culations above are based on the presence of 2-6% pyrite.

AGE

The stratigraphic position of the Kerrowgare Formation
limits it to the Silurian. Only in a fault block, 1 mile north-
west of Sunnybrae, tentatively assigned to the Kerrowgare
Formation, were abundant fossils found. These were in a
214 feet thick bed of oolitic hematite, resembing the “iron
ore” bed of the lower McAdam Formation in the Arisaig area.
The Fauna was also the same, permitting correlation. ‘These
rocks would then be of possible Wenlock age as is the lower
member of the McAdam Formation.

FAUNA

The following fossils were identified from the Kerrowgare
Formation. A list of fossils by locality is included in Appen-
dix 2,

Isorthis (?)
Resserella (?)
dalmanellid
rostrospiroid
rhynchonellid
strophomenoid
orthid
Tentaculites sp.
orthoceroid
ostracods

In addition, the following fossils were found in the oolitic
hematite tentatively assigned to the Kerrowgare Formation:

Cornulites sp.

Atrypa reticularis
Chonetes sp.

Howellella sp.

Meristina sp.
dalmanellid, Isorthis (7)
rhynchonellid
Platyceras sp.
orthoceroid

UPPER CONTACT
The upper contact of the Kerrowgare Formation is not
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exposed. Formational mapping in the area north of Bridge-
ville indicates that the strata of this formation are parallel to
those of the overlying Stonehouse Formation. The lowest
beds of the Stonehouse Formation in this area are green, fine
grained sandstones, similar to those described above found in
the Stonehouse Formation in northeast Pictou County. This
is a significant lithological change from the Kerrowgare For-
mation. Nevertheless, the covered area between the nearest
outcrops of these two formations conceals the nature of the
contact and the possibility of a transition.

STONEHOUSE FORMATION

The Stonehouse Formation overlies the Kerrowgare For-
mation in southeast Pictou County. Its thickness in this area
is uncertain, since neither contact is exposed. A minimum of
500 feet must be present, and possibly several times this figure.
This formation was described above, under the stratigraphy of
northeast Pictou County. The upper contact is not exposed,
but stratigraphically above the highest beds of the Stonehouse
Formation in this area there is present abundant float of
Knoydart Formation lithology. Only 3 miles to the north,
the Stonehouse Formation is conformably overlain by the
Knoydart Formation, as described under the stratigraphy of
northeast Pictou County. It seems reasonable to assume that
the same stratigraphic relationship exists in southeast Pictou
County.

Knoydart Formation

The Knoydart Formation was not observed in outcrop in
southeast Pictou County. Nevertheless, its presence is sug-
gested by an abundance of Jarge, angular blocks lithologically
similar to the Knoydart Formation. This was found in a small
area 14 mile east of Springviile, in such a position as to overlie
the Stonehouse Formation. OQOutcrops of the Knoydart Forma-
tion, associated with the stratigraphic sequence in northeast
Pictou County, are present only 3 miles to the north.

The area of Knoydart Formation float is limited by Stone-
house Formation outcrops to the east, and by outcrops of the
Mississippian Windsor Group to the west, permitting the pres-
ence of no more than 500 feet of the Knoydart Formation. A
description of the Knoydart Formation was given above under
the stratigraphy of northeast Pictou County.

The upper contact is not exposed, but is presumed to be an
unconformity with the rocks of the Windsor Group of Missis-
sippian age. The latter unit overlies all the older formations
in southeast Pictou County unconformably.
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Facies Changes

In addition to the lateral changes of lithology in the Bear
Brook Formation described above, two other major facies
changes were noted. The first of these is the presence of im-
pure quartzites, with streaks of miniature lenses less than 1/16
inch thick of argillaceous material, in the stratigraphie position
of the Glencoe Brook Formation. These rocks are found in
the area between the areas of the typical sequences of north-
east and southeast Pictou County. They represent the transi-
tion from the more argillaceous facies of the northern area,
to the less argillaceous, quartz sandstones and quartzites of
the southern area.

The second major facies change was noted in the south-
east corner of the area under study: ©Quartzites, typical of
the Glencoe Brook Formation, are interbedded with slates and
mudstones typical of the Kerrowgare Formation. The alter-
nating strata are on the order of several tens of feet thick.
This is a much larger transition zone, both in terms of total
thickness and in thickness of individual strata, than is present
in the type area to the west.

Intrusive Rocks

Rocks of the Browns Mountain Group are intruded, in
Antigonish County, by the James River Granite (Williams
1914, p 102). A determination of the age of this intrusive,
based on the radioactive decay of Rb# in potash feldspar, gave
an age (370 m.y.) in excellent agreement with ages determined
elsewhere in Nova Scotia from granites intruding Devonian
sedimentary rocks (Fairbairn, Hurley, Pinson, and Cormier,
1960).

Numerous dikes, and at least one diabase sill, cut the
Browns Mountain Group, including the Bear Brook Formation,
in Pictou County. Most of these can be assigned to the vol-
canic activity that marked the deposition of the Bear Brook
Formation.

A few scattered basic dikes cut the fossiliferous Silurian
rocks. These have been found intruding the Beechhill Cove
and Ross Brook Formations. In addition, a small irregularly
shaped basic intrusive is present in a fault zone which brings
the Ross Book Formation in contact with the Moydart Forma-
tion. Inasmuch as the inirusives of the Devonian period, asso-
ciated with the Acadian orogeny in Nova Scotia, are in the form
of large bodies of granite, these small basic intrusives are as-
signed to the Mississippian. Basic volcanics, of Mississippian
age, are present in Pictou County one mile west of the area
under study (Bell 1940, p 10) and in Antigonish County near
Arisaig on the Northumberland Strait, and at Ballantyne Cove
on Cape George.
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