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Background 
Recent research has shown that Chimney Swifts are undergoing steep declines (95%) 
and are in danger of disappearing if action is not taken.  Habitat loss and disturbance at 
nest and roost sites threaten Chimney Swift recovery, particularly in the case of large 
“roosting chimneys” hosting hundreds of swifts per night, the loss of which has the 
potential to reduce the overall population. Thus, protecting roost chimneys and other 
swift-occupied structures is critical to recovering swifts. However, because this “habitat” 
is shared with humans, community and landowner support are also critical to the 
species’ recovery. Engaging communities in monitoring, stewardship and conservation 
sends an important message: that humans are an integral part of the natural world and 
inextricably linked to wildlife and the environment. Swifts will only recover if they are 
seen as a valued part of our neighbourhoods. This project built upon previous 
successes by using a multi-partner approach to further engage volunteers, community 
groups, non-government organizations, private chimney owners and wildlife agencies, 
to achieve on-the-ground conservation for Chimney Swifts in NS. 
 
Bird Studies Canada acknowledges the support of the Nova Scotia Habitat 
Conservation Fund (contributions for hunters and trappers) for supporting this ongoing 
project. 
 
Project goal  
The goal of this project is to address two high-priority threats to Chimney Swifts: 1) 
chimney modification and destruction causing habitat loss and degradation, and; 2) 
chimney-related activities causing disturbance and damage to nests. Addressing these 
threats leads to the most immediate and tangible benefits for Chimney Swifts. The 



project also addresses two key knowledge gaps related to: 1) population dynamics, and; 
2) habitat selection, to better direct conservation efforts for Chimney Swifts in the future.  
  
Focusing on newly discovered roosts and communities that host significant numbers of 
roosting and nesting Chimney Swifts, Bird Studies Canada built on previous work to 
engage landowners, community groups and non-government organizations in activities 
that foster local stewards, fill key knowledge gaps and, ultimately, protect Chimney 
Swifts and their habitat in these communities. 
 
Project activities, objectives, and achievements 
Activities Outcomes 
Targeted outreach in swift-dense 
areas (i.e. Bear River, Middleton, 
New Glasgow, Truro, Wolfville), 
including presentations to community 
groups (rotary clubs, naturalist 
societies, schools, etc.), articles in 
newspapers and community 
bulletins, and swift-watching events. 

Swift Night Out events were held in three NS 
communities (Bear River, New Glasgow and 
Wolfville) and presentations given to students at 
Middleton Regional High School and a community 
group in Middleton. Chimney Swift poster and booth 
were included in NS Central Woodlands conference 
and Chimney Swift information was included in 
workshops given in SW Nova Scotia by project 
partner Mersey Tobeatic Research Institute. 
 
Over 300 people attended Chimney Swift 
presentations, Swift Night Out Events, and roost 
counts and the program was featured on major news 
outlets in the Maritime Provinces including CBC, CTV, 
Rogers, Eastlink, the Annapolis Valley Spectator and 
the Chronicle Herald, prompting the public to report 
nine new nest sites, and submit 83 additional CHSW 
observations. 
 
Volunteer coverage of roost sites was excellent, with 
all roost sites surveyed at least once during the spring 
migration/staging period. 

Assist landowners at high-priority 
roost sites in maintaining sites, 
facilitating their participation in 
monitoring and/or providing them 
with feedback and results from 
monitoring from the program. 
Distribute education and stewardship 
materials to owners and managers of  
newly identified swift-occupied 
chimneys, including pamphlet 
(created in 2013) for landowners on 
maintaining a swift-friendly chimney 

"How to be a Good Chimney Swift Landlord" provided 
to landowners. Conducted one-on-one meetings or 
phone calls with owners and managers of swift-
occupied structures and verbal agreements are in 
place. Written stewardship agreement drafted but not 
yet in place at known roost sites. These will be signed 
during the 2015 monitoring season. 

Coordinate standardized, volunteer-
based surveys at known roosting 
sites (following the national 
monitoring protocol developed by 

120 volunteers engaged in monitoring CHSW. CHSW 
monitored at 10 active roost sites in NS on 4 pre-
scheduled nights during spring migration following 
national monitoring scheme. 197 evening roost 



BSC and partners in MB, ON, QC, 
NB and NS) 

surveys completed in NS and data entered into 
national database and shared with partners. 
Volunteers reported new nest and roost sites and 
alerted SwiftWatch staff to potential issues at roost 
sites, directly resulting in the protection of two roost 
sites (Truro Normal College and Temperance Street 
Elementary School). 
 
300 people attended Swift Night Out events and 
raised awareness of CHSW in local communities, as 
well as demonstrated the benefits of hosting CHSW in 
the community (tourism, sense of ownership and 
pride, ecological benefits, etc.). 
Program results summarized in annual SwiftWatch 
newsletter 
(http://www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/ai/chsw/index.j
sp?targetpg=chswnews 

Develop national Aerial Insectivore 
database to house roost monitoring 
data as well as roost and nest 
location data, and a user friendly 
online data entry portal and website 
(linked to database) for volunteers 
and partners to increase reports of 
sightings and active and historic 
nest/roost locations 

"Swifts and Swallows" website 
(http://174.140.177.45/volunteer/ai/index.jsp?lang=EN
) created for general public to report sightings, enter 
monitoring data, learn about aerial insectivores, and 
access stewardship resources such as BSC's "How to 
be a good swift landlord" brochure, as well as 
monitoring protocols and data sheets. National aerial 
insectivore database completed (feeds into 
NatureCounts and eBird). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.  Map of 2014 roost and nest sites in the Maritimes Provinces. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Bird Studies Canada’s Aerial Insectivore data entry portal 

 



 

 

Table 1.  Nova Scotia swift numbers on official SwiftWatch counts 

Province Site Building Type 21-May 25-May 29-May 2-Jun 

NS St. Bernard (Weymouth) Church n/a n/a n/a n/a 

NS McGowan Lake Unused smithy 74 n/a 139 142 

NS Bear River House 62 180 165 171 

NS Middleton School 58 364 192 112 

NS Wolfville Freestanding chimney 30 118 65 55 

NS Upper Falmouth House 6 10 27 3 

NS Truro New town library 23 n/a n/a n/a 

NS New Glasgow School 62 0 461 207 

NS Oxford Freestanding chimney 6 n/a 14 3 

NS Mabou Church 0 0 n/a 1 

 “n/a” means that no count was conducted on this date        


