


























For information and contact information, 
visit www.melvinlakewind.ca

 The proposed Project is located south of Highway 
101 and west of Pockwock Lake, in the general vicinity 
of Hammonds Plains, Upper Hammonds Plains, 
Pockwock, Upper Tantallon, and Mount Uniacke.

 Following mailouts and information sessions held 
in 2021 and 2023, ABO plans to do 
additional community engagement 
in early 2024.

 ABO Wind welcomes your 
feedback and questions. 

Community Notice of Proposal















ABO Wind is developing the Melvin Lake Wind project 
in response to Nova Scotia’s Green Choice procurement 
program for low-carbon, low-cost energy to fight 
climate change. Visit 
to learn more.

Wind turbines would be constructed on private land 
south of Highway 101 and west of Pockwock Lake, in 
the Municipality of East Hants and Halifax Regional 
Municipality. 

ABO is aiming to form the Melvin Lake Wind Project 
Community Liaison Committee (CLC) to act as 
an advisory body to ABO Wind for this proposed 
Project. We’re inviting interested local representatives 
to join this CLC – Please consider participating in 
this group!

“Effective CLCs maintain good public 
relations, foster environmental 
stewardship, and act as a vehicle 
for transparent and ongoing 
communications between community, 
stakeholders, and the proponent on 
matters pertaining to current and 
planned development in the community” 

(Province of Nova Scotia, 2010)

ABO Wind Invites Applications  
for the Melvin Lake Wind  
Community Liaison Committee

www.melvinlakewind.c

If you are interested in joining the CLC for the 
Melvin Lake Wind project, please contact ABO’s 
Communications and Community Engagement Lead in 
Halifax: Heidi.kirby@abo-wind.com / 902-329-9907. 

Please tell us a little bit about yourself and outline your 
primary reason(s) to want to join the CLC. The ABO 
Wind team looks forward to hearing from you!

Represent community interests through the mutual exchange of 
information between the developer and the community with respect to any 
existing or  potential environmental effects of the Project plan and activities.

Should represent a cross-section of the community, including but not limited 
to residents/property owners located near the Project, local businesses,   
municipal elected officials (or their representatives), First Nations, and  
community or environmental groups, in addition to ABO staff.

Will meet quarterly, or as needed, on a voluntary basis (virtual or in-person). 

CLC members:











 Notice to Customers of  

Kings Mutual Insurance, a division of 

Heartland Farm Mutual Insurance
For customers who currently insure through our Berwick office, 
please take note the office will be closed as we are moving 
to our newly renovated office at 8994 Commercial St in New 
Minas. The Berwick office will close Tuesday March 19th and 
the New Minas office will be open officially on Monday March 
25th. Our team will be working remotely between the closing of 
the Berwick and reopening of the New Minas office. 

Office hours remain 8:00 – 4:00 Monday – Friday.

Phone number and email have not changed. 

You can reach us at:

Email - newminas@kingsmutual.ns.ca

Phone – 902 681-0680 ext. 2

ITQ 2024 - 04
Lawn Maintenance (Grass Cutting) Services
The Annapolis Valley Regional Centre for Education (AVRCE) 
is seeking bids from qualified contractors for the supply of 
materials, labour, equipment, and services required to provide 
lawn maintenance (grass cutting) services for Schools and 
Worksite locations within the Annapolis Valley Regional Centre for 
Education (AVRCE).

Copies of the ITQ package are available at www.avrce.ca – 
Select Tender Tab. Login/Create your guest vendor account, or by
emailing tenders@avrce.ca to request a copy.

Closing date for bid submission is April 19, 2024, 2 PM local time.

For information please contact:

 Don Allen, Buyer
 Procurement Division
 121 Orchard Street, 3rd Floor
 Berwick, NS  B0P 1E0
 tenders@avrce.ca
 Phone: 902-538-4697

Public Hearing

Tuesday, April 23, 2024, 6:00pm

West Hants Municipal Building
76 Morison Drive, Windsor, NS

A Public Hearing will be held to receive public input on amending the 
Windsor Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use By-law to consider 
residential uses behind commercial uses on the ground floor of existing 
buildings in the Pesaquid Comprehensive Development District (P-CDD) 
zone by development agreement.

You are welcome to attend the meeting in person; if you would like to attend 
the meeting virtually, please contact Deanna Snair (dsnair@westhants.ca) 
by noon on April 19. The meeting can also be viewed live on the Municipal 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/RMWindsorWestHants.

Comments & questions should be directed by noon on April 19 to Alex 
Dunphy at adunphy@westhants.ca or 902-798-8391 ext. 118.

Deanna Snair
Municipal Clerk

FROM PGAE 1 
WATER

There are also proposed
increases for West Hants 
customers, ranging from 
10.9 per cent to 18.3 per cent
depending on metre size.

Under the new con-
solidated water utility, rates 
would either increase again
or decrease in the 2025-2026 
and 2026-2027 fiscal years
depending on the customer’s
metre size.

TOO MUCH AT ONCE

Concerned Windsor resi-
dent Hillary Eyre Cotten-
den recently posted about
the proposed rate hikes on 
the Facebook group Hants
County and Beyond. She
plans to attend the May 23 
hearing and urged residents
to take the matter seriously,
as the increases would be
significant.

She said her first reaction
to the news was disbelief. To
see such high increases being
proposed at a time when the 
price of everything else has
inflated so dramatically is
“shocking.”

“I then felt anger as we’re
all already feeling the crunch
with property assessments 
going out recently and being
unbelievably high for some,”
Cottenden said.

She said the proposed 
increases are too much to 
ask for all at once and it 
seems like “outright greed”
to her. When she consid-
ers increasing power rates,
for example, it seems that
the municipality is riding
the coattails of other enti-
ties with monopolies over
people’s consumption, “as-
suming everyone will blindly
follow along.”

“I love this town so much 
and would hate to see cur-
rent long-time residents
have to leave because of 
this,” Cottenden said.

Further amendments

are being proposed to the
municipality’s public fire
protection charge. The 
current annual fire protec-
tion charges by each of the
existing water utilities of 
Windsor and West Hants 
to the municipality – and
the public fire protection
received by other parties by
the municipality – have an
estimated combined total of 
$1,070,092.

This is proposed to in-
crease to $1,434,006, a 34
per cent increase, in 2024-
2025; to $1,729,659, a 21 per
cent increase, in 2025-2026;
and to $1,760,699, a 2 per
cent increase, in 2026-2027.

MOTION TO  
REVISIT RATES

Coun. Jim Ivey has expressed
several concerns over the
UARB application at recent
council sessions.

He said West Hants con-
solidated three water utili-
ties prior to the municipal
amalgamation of Windsor
and West Hants. Ivey told
his colleagues they’ve seen
what impact “rate shock” can
have in affected areas.

“A 43 per cent increase in

a single year, the first year,
for any region, on the most
common used size of a con-
nection that we have, is not
the right thing,” Ivey said.

He said council went
through several meetings 
where the water rate study
was discussed. Perhaps
council had been “more
caught up on the consolida-
tion piece than the rates at
some points in time.”

Ivey said water rate re-
views are something council 
doesn’t deal with on a regu-
lar basis, and that’s why he
thinks it’s important to get it 
right. The rates that are set
could last for a significant
length of time.

Based on his research, Ivey
questions the accuracy of
the proposed rates. At the 
March 26 meeting, Ivey said 
there was still time before 

the UARB hearing for the 
municipality to review its
numbers to see if there is 
something they must fix or
correct to try to balance out 
proposed increases.

“If we’re doing a consoli-
dation on the water utilities, 
we should be going to a
common rate out of the gate,
and that has impacts too,”
Ivey said.

He made a motion to have
council revisit the water
utility rates with the con-
sultants who prepared the
rate study to see if there is
anything else that could be
done to “smooth-out” the 
proposed increases. The mo-
tion was defeated.

RATES MUST
COVER COSTS

Mayor Abraham Zebian said
they have a duty to ensure
that utilities are well funded
and sustainable, and that was
the reason for the rate study
received from consultants in
January.

In a March 26 interview,
he said the rate study made
it clear that a consolidated

water utility would be more
financially viable going
forward. It’s important that
the utility meets the needs
of customers it serves while
also breaking even.

“It’s not a money maker
by any means but whatever 
it costs to operate the util-
ity and pay for capital going
forward is what has to be
reflected within the rates of
the utility to be billed to the
users of that utility,” Zebian
said.

He said there are regula-
tory requirements such as
adequate water flows for
firefighting purposes, for
example, that water utili-
ties must meet. Windsor
is experiencing significant
growth, and with that comes
the need for new water
infrastructure and capital
improvements. All these 
considerations must be cap-
tured within water rates.

Zebian said costs have bal-
looned since the pandemic,
and the proposed rates
reflect the reality of what
it costs to deliver munici-
pal water. He said it would
“blow anybody’s mind” to see
how the cost of power and
chemicals for the water utili-
ties has increased.

He said the UARB applica-
tion is what the municipality
is putting forward based on 
the advice of consultants. 
Anyone with concerns can
voice them to the UARB in 
person or in writing at the
upcoming public hearing.

He said that when the 
three water utilities of the 
former Municipality of West 
Hants were consolidated in 
2018, the UARB ordered
that proposed rate increases
be phased-in over a longer
period to reduce the im-
mediate financial impact on
customers.

The UARB will consider
these types of financial im-
pacts when reviewing the 
current application to con-
solidate utilities and increase 
rates.

About the hearing 
Members of the public 
who wish to speak at the 
May 23 hearing are asked 
to notify the board by May 
1. People may also make 
written comments by send-
ing a letter to the Clerk of 
the Board at P.O. Box 1692, 
Unit “M”, Halifax, NS, B3J 
3S3; by email at board@
novascotia.ca, or by fax at 
902-424-3919 by May 1.
People had until March 4 
to request formal standing 
as an intervener, subject 
to UARB approval. This 
would allow them to pres-
ent evidence or cross-ex-
amine witnesses. For those 
granted standing as an in-
tervenor, a copy of written 
evidence must be received 
by the board by April 10.
A copy of the application 
and associated documents 
can be viewed on the 
board’s website at https://
nsuarb.novascotia.ca. Click 
on “Matters & Evidence”, 
and in the “Go To Files and 
Documents” field, enter 
Matter No. M11538.

AT A GLANCE

West Hants Regional Mu-
nicipality Mayor Abraham 
Zebian says it’s important for 
municipal utilities to meet 
the needs of customers while 
also breaking even financially. 
FILE PHOTOS •  
CONTRIBUTED

West Hants Regional Mu-
nicipality Coun. Jim Ivey says 
utility customers could be 
living with proposed water 
rate increases for some time 
to come, so it’s important to 
get it right.  
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Thank you to all who came out to attend the July 
2023 Melvin Lake Wind information session, hosted 
by the ABO Wind Canada team in Lewis Lake. We 
value your feedback and local knowledge, and 
remain committed to transparent, meaningful, and 
ongoing community and stakeholder engagement.

ABO Wind will be hosting two additional 
information sessions in areas on both sides of the 
Project location to discuss important 2024 updates 
for the Melvin Lake Wind Project with you:

Session 1: 
Monday, April 15, 2024
6pm - 8:30pm
Safety Minded ATV Association Clubhouse 
15 Station Rd, Head Of St Margarets Bay ( just off 
Hwy #3)

Session 2: 
Tuesday, April 16, 2024
6pm - 8:30pm
Uniacke and District Fire Hall 
654 Hwy #1, Mount Uniacke, NS B0N 1Z0

We are still inviting interested individuals to join the 
Melvin Lake Wind Community Liaison Committee 
(CLC). CLC Members will meet periodically and will 
have a regular opportunity to share input, guidance, 
community views, and concerns to help inform the 
Project plan and related activities. 

Do you have general Project questions, or interest in 
joining the CLC? Please reach out to us! 

www.melvinlakewind.ca

Or, contact:
Heidi Kirby,  
Communications and Engagement Lead (Atlantic)
ABO Wind Canada
Heidi.kirby@abo-wind.com

Melvin Lake Wind Project
2024 News  



Project Updates 

 

ABO Wind Canada is developing the Melvin Lake Wind project in response to Nova Scotia’s Green Choice 
procurement program for clean, low-cost energy to fight climate change. The Green Choice Program (www.
novascotiagcp.com) was developed to allow Nova Scotia’s large-scale energy customers to purchase up to 100% 
of their electricity use from local renewable energy sources. The Green Choice Program is administered by an 
independent advisor, Coho.

NEW Melvin Lake Wind Layout: 20 turbines, producing 115.5 megawatts of clean energy
Now, up to 20 wind turbines would be placed on private land, just south of Highway 101 and west of Pockwock 
Lake, in East Hants and Halifax Regional Municipality, where we have permission of the landowner. This 
renewable energy project would produce an estimated 115.5 megawatts of green power –enough to power 
more than 25,000 homes annually!

Layout Update
The Green Choice program has a new requirement to build on private land only, 
so we are no longer utilizing Crown lands as previously planned. With new 
private land leases in the area, we have been able to add several additional 
turbines to produce more clean, renewable energy for our province. The Melvin 
Lake Project previously included 15 turbines. 

We are hopeful this new layout is accepted positively by the community, and we look forward to hearing your 
feedback as we prepare to submit our Project into this procurement round in June 2024.

Construction and environment

 The new layout is expected to use approximately 70% existing roads, with a percentage of these requiring  
 upgrades to ensure safe access and sufficient widening for equipment association with wind turbine   
 installation.

 Additional environmental studies are ongoing to help inform ABO Wind’s Environmental Assessment   
 Registration, a required component to proceed with Project construction.





Current Project timeline:

Ongoing Consultation and engagement with local community groups, businesses, First 
Nations, government, and other relevant organizations in the region. Consultation 
will continue throughout the life of the Project.

December 1, 2023 Green Choice RFP was released. 

Winter/Spring 2024 Information sessions and ongoing local engagement.

June 14, 2024 The Project will be submitted for the Green Choice Program.

September 2024 Anticipated Green Choice project award.

2024-2025 Further field studies and Environmental Assessment (EA) submission. 

2025-2026 Construction anticipated to begin with tree and road clearing.

2027-2028 Commissioning – The Project is producing clean energy.

Schedule is preliminary and is subject to change

Community Benefits

Health Benefits 
The Project will offset emissions that would otherwise be emitted through the burning 
of fossil fuels. It will generate electricity without emitting greenhouse gases or air 
pollutants or any use of freshwater. 

Municipal Tax Payments
An estimated $20-25M from ABO Wind to the municipalities for local services and 
infrastructure over the lifetime of the project.  
 
Local Contracts and Jobs, and Spinoff Revenue 

During development and construction, tens of millions of dollars in materials and 
services, estimated 75-125 local jobs during construction. During operation, several 
turbine technicians and other required long-term maintenance work. 

Community Benefits Fund for Local Initiatives
Funds will go to communities in the vicinity of the Project, for community-level 
initiatives and regional investment.

About ABO Wind Canada 

ABO Wind Canada Ltd. has been a subsidiary of ABO Wind since 2017, with offices now located in Halifax, St. 
John’s, and Calgary. Founded in 1996, ABO Wind is a Germany-based company with more than 1,200 employees in 
16 countries who work with enthusiasm on the planning, financing, construction, operational management, and 
maintenance of plants for a sustainable energy supply.
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