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Proposed
Canso Spaceport

YOUR INPUT IS IMPORTANT TO US
You can Contact Steve Matier at 1-505-553-0822

Or send an email to steve.matier@maritimelaunch.com
Or visit our website at www.maritimelaunch.com

Project Benefits

Launch Site construction and operation Capital Investment in Nova Scotia - $155M 
Initial Capital Investment, $15M Annual Operating Expenses.

Direct Jobs:
●● Manufacturing & Production:

oo Machinists, Assembly Mechanics, 
Electrical Technicians, Tooling 
Fabricators, Precision Welders, 
Composite Mechanics.

●● Manufacturing & Production:

oo Aerospace, Mechanical, Electrical, 
Test.

●● Administrative:

oo IT, Supply Chain, Finance.

Indirect Jobs:
●● Spacecraft Manufacturers.
●● Tourism, Retail.
●● Transportation & Lodging.
●● Home Construction.
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Habitats and Wetlands
The site consists of coastal habitats dominated by soft 
wood and mixedwood forest and is characterized by:
	 •	 Granite outcroppings
	 •	 Shallow, acidic soils
	 •	 Ericaceous and low-nutrient vegetation
	 •	 Interspersed treed swamps and bogs
Wetlands consisted of treed swamps, shrub swamps 
and bogs and were often observed as mosaics 
containing  two or more wetland types.

The following plant species of conservation concern 
were found intermittently throughout the Study Area:
•	 Slim-stemmed reed grass
•	 Lesser brown sedge
•	 Houghton’s sedge
•	 Ovate spikerush
•	 Little curly grass fern
•	 Entire-leaved nitrogen moss

•	 Lambkill
•	 Leatherleaf
•	 Deergrass
•	 Cranberry

•	 Cottongrass
•	 Labrador Tea
•	 Pitcher Plant
•	 Bog Laurel

•	 Black Spruce
•	 Balsam Fir
•	 Eastern Larch
•	 Cinnamon Fern

•	 Wild Sarsaparilla
•	 Starflower
•	 Three-seeded 	
	 Sedge

•	 Goldthread
•	 Black Huckleberry
•	 Mountain Holly

Dominant Vegetation:

Bird Surveys:
•	 Ongoing since January 2017
•	 Diversity and abundance of sea 
	 birds, waterfowl and land-based 
	 birds assessed throughout all 
	 four seasons.

Interesting findings thus far:
•	 A number of rare Ipswich Sparrows were observed in bogs and barrens to the 
	 south of the Town of Canso
•	 Diversity of birds varies substantially throughout the year, with an increase in 
	 the spring and fall migration periods, suggesting bays and islands in the area 
	 are important stopover locations for birds as they migrate to the north or south.
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Mi’kmaq Ecological Knowledge Study (MEKS)

	 •	 Required as part of the Environmental
		  Assessment process
	 •	 Protocol established by the Assembly 
	 	 of Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq Chiefs
	 •	 Purpose of the MEKS is to identify 
		  areas of historical and current use in 
		  the project area pertaining to lands, 
		  water and natural 	resources
	 •	 Key components of the study: 
			   o	 Historical Review/Research
			   o	Traditional Use Data
			   o	Present Day Use	

Archaeological Resource Impact Assessment (ARIA)

	 •	 Required as part of the Environmental Assessment 
		  process
	 •	 Conducted under the terms of the Special Places 
		  Protection Act
	 •	 Purpose of the ARIA is to determine the potential for 
		  archaeological resources within the project area and 
		  to provide recommendations for appropriate resource 
		  management strategies.
	 •	 Key components of the assessment:
			   o	Heritage Research Permit
	 	 	 o	Historical background study
			   o	Archaeological reconnaissance	

Preliminary results indicate there are no features of 
significance present on the Project Site. Results of the 

assessments will be incorporated into the EA document.
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Noise Exposure Forecast (NEF) Contours
	 •	 NEF was developed by Transport Canada to provide a 
	 methodology for assessing the perceived noise in the 
	 vicinity of airports.
	 •	 NEF calculations are normally forecast for a period of 
	 between five and ten years into the future.
	 •	 This system allows us to predict a community’s response 
		  to aircraft noise:
	 	 	 o	 Above 35 NEF, complaints are likely to be high
	 	 	 o	 Above 25 NEF, restrictions for land use planning 
				    could occur for noise sensitive land uses (e.g. 	
				    residential, schools, day care, nursing homes, 
				    hospitals)

Preliminary Launch Vehicle Noise Analysis

Sonic Boom Peak Overpressure Contours
	 •	 Nova Scotia (Mainland)
			   o	 Sonic booms generated from the forecasted launch 
				    operations will not impact.
	 •	 Sable Island
			   o	 May experience low level sonic booms.
			   o	 Levels are not associated with adverse impacts

The majority of the Town of Canso is below 25 NEF. At these levels, few complaints and 
disruptions are typically reported.

To assess community noise, “A-weighting” is applied 
to approximate the frequency response of human 
hearing. 

Maximum noise levels during a launch event, in 
the Town of Canso, will be between 90-100 dB(A).

The duration of the maximum noise levels within 
the community will be 60 - 90 seconds, 8 times a 

year.
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Your Input is Important to Us ...
Your comments and feedback on the proposed spaceport facility are important to us.  
Please ask questions and be sure to pick up a handout before you leave.

A Community Liaison Committee 
(CLC) composed of local residents, a 
representative from the Municipality and 
a representative of the Project has been 
created. The CLC will meet regularly 
for the purpose of providing a forum for 
sharing information and to provide a way

Community Liaison 
Committee

for members of the community to bring their concerns to the Project team, so they  
can be rapidly addressed and resolved. The first CLC meeting was held in Little 
Dover on December 13, 2017.

Want to Contact Us Later?

Maritime Launch Services
Suite 900, 1959 Upper Water Street, Halifax, N.S. B3J 3N2
Email: steve.matier@maritimelaunch.com
Phone: 1-505-553-0822
Website: www.maritimelaunch.com 

...   THANK YOU FOR COMING










