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Date: December 23, 2025  
 
To:  Jeremey Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Janet MacKinnon Executive Director Suitability and Applies Science   
 
Subject: Fast acting natural gas power generations facility – Marshdale, Pictou County Nova 

Scotia 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate: protected areas      
  
 
List of Documents Reviewed: 
WAPA  
Online Mapping 
 
Details of Technical Review:  
Upper Stewiacke Wilderness area (pending)  9.5 KM to Southwest  
Drig Broke 5 Km to the South   
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
No comments  

Barrington Place 
1903 Barrington Street  

Suite 2085  
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Canada   B3J 2P8  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Date: January 13, 2025  
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Environmental Health and Food Safety Branch – Sustainability and Applied 

Sciences Division  
 
Subject: Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale, Pictou Country, 

Nova Scotia 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate:       Environmental Health                                                    
 
List of Documents Reviewed:   EARD 
 
Details of Technical Review:  
 
The purpose of the proposed undertaking is to construct and operate a fast acting 
natural gas facility with capacity of up to 300 megawatts with combustion turbines 
and associated infrastructure (i.e., access roads, substation, buildings, etc.) that will 
provide electricity to the Nova Scotia electrical grid. The Project is located near the 
communities of Lorne, Hopewell, and Eureka in the Municipality of Pictou County, 
Nova Scotia.  
 
The focus of this review is to evaluate the potential for the project to adversely affect 
human health, particularly in relation to impacts to air quality, sound and drinking water 
wells. 
 
Potential human health impacts have been sufficiently addressed and are deemed to 
have no negative effect, post mitigation. No additional health concerns lie outside of 
those included in this assessment.  
 
 
Key Considerations:  
 
As part of this EA predictive modelling was undertaken to estimate project related 
impacts to air quality and sound. 
 
Emission rate calculation for both air quality and sound are based on preliminary design 
data and may require updates once detailed engineering is completed.  
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January 19, 2026 Our file Notre référence 

25-HMAR-00891 

 

 

Jeremy Higgins 

Environmental Assessment Officer 

Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change 

1903 Barrington St., Suite 2085 

Halifax, NS 

B3J 2P8 

 

 

Subject: DFO comments on the Environmental Assessment Registration 

Document (EARD) – Marshdale Natural Gas Power Generation Facility 

 

Dear Jeremy Higgins: 

 

The Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Program (the Program) of Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada (DFO) received your request to review the Environmental Assessment 

Registration Document (EARD) for the proposed Marshdale Natural Gas Power 

Generation Facility in Pictou County, Nova Scotia on December 16, 2025. We 

understand that the proponent is proposing the following: 

 

• The construction and operation of a natural gas power generation in Marshdale, 

Nova Scotia, which is one of two potential project locations. The Project will 

consist of a simple cycle combustion turbine generating station and supporting 

infrastructure. The purpose of the project is to provide foundational, reliable 

power to Nova Scotia’s electrical system and is a cost-effective path toward grid 

decarbonization. 

• The primary fuel for the combustion turbines is natural gas, supplemented with 

light fuel as necessary, and will be an up to 300 megawatt power facility. 

• The size of the project area is approximately 55 hectares (ha) of private land with 

a project footprint of approximately 12.55 ha.  

• Construction of the project is expected to begin in December 31, 2027, operations 

commencing in 2029 with a lifespan ≥ 30 years.  

 

DFO has reviewed the EARD, select appendices and acknowledges the extensive 

supporting documentation that was submitted by the proponent as well. Due to the 

limited time period allocated to DFO for review and the extent of the material submitted, 

the Department could not conduct an extensive review of the entire submission package. 
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Our review focused on sections of the EARD, appendices and supporting documents 

most relevant to the conservation and protection of fish and fish habitat. DFO offers the 

following comments for consideration: 

 

General 

 

• If you are uncertain about whether your project might require an authorization, 

you can request for DFO to review your project. We will help you identify and 

manage risks to fish and fish habitat, and notify you if an application for 

authorization is required. 

 

9.0 Freshwater Aquatic Environment 

 

• The EARD notes that “DFO review typically occurs through the provincial 

watercourse alteration application process.” To ensure that project information 

related to fish and fish habitat is properly received and considered under the 

Fisheries Act, we recommend submitting applications directly to DFO rather than 

relying solely on the provincial process to forward information. This will help to 

avoid delays and ensures that federal review requirements are addressed. 

• The proponent is encouraged to review DFO’s projects near water website to 

determine if there are codes of practice and/or measures to protect fish and fish 

habitat that may apply to their project.  

• Sediment ponds do not typically capture all sediment, especially silts and clays 

which require long settling periods to settle out of the water column. Based on the 

description within the EARD, it is likely that some silts and clays will discharge 

from the project site into fish habitat. These particles are known to adversely 

affect salmonid species (Atlantic Salmon and Brook Trout), especially during 

sensitive life stages.  

 

15.0 Accidents and Malfunctions 

 

• In addition to the mitigations listed in Section 15.0, the proponent is encouraged 

to consider additional mitigation measures to ensure the proper design, 

construction and maintenance of retention ponds:  

o Ensure proper design and construction including ensuring the pond is 

appropriately sized to handle the expected volume of sediment-laden 

water, use baffles to dissipate inflow energy and prevent the re-suspension 

of settled sediments, install liners to prevent seepage and protective 

groundwater; 

o Regularly maintain the settling ponds, including removing accumulated 

sediments to maintain pond capacity and efficiency and conduct frequent 

inspections to identify and repair any structural damage or blockages; 

https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/reviews-revues/request-review-demande-d-examen-001-eng.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/practice-practique-eng.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/measures-mesures-eng.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/measures-mesures-eng.html
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o Manage the inflow rate to prevent overflow and ensure effective 

sedimentation controls; and 

o Plant vegetation around the pond to stabilize the soil and reduce erosion.   

 

If you have any questions with the content of this letter, please contact Hayley Doyle at 

our Dartmouth office at (902) 476-8649 or by email at Hayley.Doyle@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.  

Please refer to the file number referenced above when corresponding with the Program. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Hayley Doyle 

A/Senior Regulatory Review Biologist 

Ecosystems Management 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
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Date: January 19, 2026 
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Heather Hughes, Executive Director, Policy and Corporate Services,  
 Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture  
 
Subject: Marshdale Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Project  

Lorne, Hopewell and Eureka, Pictou County, Nova Scotia 
 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the documents for the above-noted project. 
 
 
There may be agricultural impacts given that: 
 

 
• Within a 2 km buffer around the project site the lands are 17.4% (832 acres) 

Class 3 and 37.8% (1,809 acres) and Class 4 soils (Canadian Land Inventory; 
CLI).  Class 3 soils are described as having “moderately severe limitations that 
restrict the range of crops or require special conservation practices” and Class 4 
soils have “severe limitations”. 

 
• Within a 2 km buffer around the project site are 200 acres of long term crops, 367 

acres of rotational crops and 42 acres of inactive agriculture.  
 

• There is a registered beef farm located 700 m from the project site and a 
registered forage farm 1.8 km from the project site.  

 
• There are no agricultural lands located within the project area. 

 
 

Agriculture 

60 Research Drive 
 Suite A  

Bible Hill, Nova Scotia  
B6L 2R2 

 











 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Date: January 21, 2025  
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Climate Change Division – Lori Skaine 
 
Subject: Marshdale Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility, Pictou County, Nova 

Scotia 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate: Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation                                                      
 
List of Documents Reviewed: 
Marshdale Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility EA Registration Document  
 
Details of Technical Review: 
 
Adaptation: 
  

• In Table 7.2, the proponent has described the historical climate (1995 to 2024) 
using the closest meteorological station with 30 years of data. The proponent also 
describes how the climate is changing relevant to the location and appropriate to 
the anticipated operational project life of at least 30 years. The proponent used 
projected climate changes for the period 2041-2070 relative to the 1971-2000 
baseline under CMIP6 (Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phase 6). Specific 
climate variables considered were average temperature and total annual 
precipitation. 

• Section 14.1 of the EA registration document provides an appropriate identification 
of potential climate change impacts on the project (more frequent extreme weather 
events, extreme heat, flooding, droughts, sea level rise, and wildfires) and 
associated opportunities for mitigation measures, including developing 
infrastructure to withstand extreme weather events, staff training on managing 
heat stress, re-vegetating roadside for increased water absorption and including 
on-site water storage and firefighting equipment. 

 
Mitigation: 
 

• The proponent describes the project as a dual-fuel simple cycle combustion 
turbine generating station with up to 300 MW capacity, fueled primarily with natural 
gas. The facility will have the ability to switch to light fuel oil as needed, and light 
fuel oil is forecasted to be used for less than 20% of annual operating hours.  

• The registration document quantifies greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from 
construction and operation. Per table 7.12, construction emissions are estimated 
at 56,152.81 tCO2e, which annualizes to 1,871.76 tCO2e/year over a 30-year 

Barrington Place 
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lifespan. Emissions from mobile equipment use in the construction phase are 
estimated at 19,934.99 tCO2e, while the production and transportation of steel 
and concrete are estimated at 13,222.07 tCO2e and 22,995.75 tCO2e, 
respectively.  

• Operational emissions are estimated at 325,594 tCO2e/year, based on a 300 MW 
facility operating at 25% capacity factor (approximately 2,190 hours/year) under 
the provided fuel splitting assumptions. Over 30 years, operational emissions 
would total 9.768 Mt CO2e (operational emissions only).  

• For avoided emissions, the proponent’s GHG comparison uses a coal 
displacement baseline. Table 7.9 applies a coal emissions intensity to the facility’s 
estimated annual generation (657,000,000 kWh/year), yielding 689,981 
tCO2e/year as the baseline, concluding an annual reduction of approximately 
52.8% and 10.931 Mt CO2e avoided over 30 years (relative to coal).  
 

Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
 
Adaptation: 
 

• The proponent may wish to consider the likelihood and impact on project water 
needs over the lifetime of the project should there be a co-occurrence of drought 
and extreme heat.  

• It is stated that the “Stormwater management systems will be designed to manage 
predicted volumes for the next 50 years.” The proponent may wish to consider 
extreme precipitation events, as well as average predicted volumes, in developing 
Stormwater Management and Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plans. Climate 
change adjusted IDF curves are available from climatedata.ca 

 
Mitigation: 
 

• The construction steps listed (reducing idling, planning efficient routes, using local 
labor/materials where possible, and proper equipment maintenance) are good 
practice, but they will likely only make a small difference compared with the GHG 
emissions from operating the facility.  

• Nova Scotia may need electricity that can be turned on quickly for peak winter 
demand and storm reliability. However, the project’s overall GHG impact will 
depend a lot on: 

o how many hours the facility runs each year, 
o what fuel it uses (natural gas or light fuel oil), and 
o what other sources of electricity it replaces at the times it runs.  

• Because the electricity system will change over time, the energy sources that this 
facility replaces will likely vary. We suggest the proponent:  

o clearly explain the expected operating profile, including specific rules for 
when the unit would turn on (for example, what specific system conditions 
would trigger operation), and 

o present avoided emissions as a range based on clear comparison 
scenarios, rather than using a single coal-only comparison. 

• In addition to general construction measures, we suggest the proponent set out 
practical options to reduce operating emissions over time, including clear triggers 
or conditions for using lower-carbon fuels (for example, hydrogen blending, 



 
 

renewable natural gas, or other possible lower-carbon substitutes) as supply 
chains and technical readiness improve.  

• If annual emissions exceed 50,000 tCO2e/year, the facility would be a regulated 
facility under Nova Scotia’s Environment Act and would need to register under Nova 
Scotia’s Output-Based Pricing System (OBPS). The proponent should review: 

o Part XIB of the Environment Act;  
o the OBPS Registration and Opt-in Regulations;  
o the OBPS Reporting and Compliance Regulations; and  
o the OBPS Reporting and Compliance Standard.  

For additional information, inquiries may be directed to nsobps@novascotia.ca. 
• The Climate Change Division has provided substantively similar comments across 

comparable dispatchable generation EA registrations advancing in parallel, to 
keep mitigation review and expectations consistent. 

mailto:nsobps@novascotia.ca


   
   

  1747 Summer Street, 2nd Floor 
    Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada  B3H 3A6 

         902-424-6450 T 
SPP@novascotia.ca E 

 
 

Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage 
Special Places Protection   
 

Date: January 21, 2025   
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Beth Lewis, Director of Special Places Protection 
 
Subject: Marshdale, Pictou County_Fast Acting Natrual Gas Power Generation Facility 
 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate: Archaeology and Geology 

 

List of Documents Reviewed: 

Final Report for HRP A2025NS174 - Hopewell Project, Screening & Reconnaissance, 
Archaeological Resource Impact Assessment 2025. 

Report Approval Letter for HRP A2025NS174. 
 
Details of Technical Review (Archaeology): 
 
Three (3) archaeological features were identified and included two stone-lined cellars 
(feature 1 & feature 2), and a stone-lined well (feature 3), which have all been recorded 
as HPA-01. No other areas of moderate to high archaeological potential, significant 
archaeological features or cultural materials were identified. 
 
It was recommended that HPA-01 be avoided, and a 30 m protection buffer be placed 
around it. If avoidance of this area or any part thereof was not feasible than a program 
of subsurface testing would be required. The remainder of the proposed development 
area was ascribed low potential for encountering protected archaeological resources. 
 
It is indicated in the EA Document that the area of elevated archaeological potential, 
HPA-01, will be avoided with a 30 m buffer. This is in line with the recommendations 
from the HRP Report. So long as the report recommendations are adhered to, we have 
no concerns at this time. 
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language): 
 
we have no archaeological concerns with the EA document. The ARIA work by the 
consultant, including conclusions and recommendations detailed in the archaeology 
report, are reflected in the EA document. These conclusions and recommendations 
were approved by CCTH 
 
Details of Technical Review (Geology): 
 

mailto:SPP@novascotia.ca


The bedrock geology of this site is mapped as Carboniferous Mabou Group. There is 
the possibility of encountering plant fossils and rare vertebrate fossils if the area was 
going have extensive bedrock excavation. However, the area is covered with glacial 
surficial geology with enough depth that bedrock is not likely to be encountered.  
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language): 
 
Significant palaeontology resources are not expected to be encountered at this site. 



 
 

 
Natural Resources 
Energy 

1701 Hollis St. 
          PO Box 698 

                   Halifax, NS  B3J 2T9 
 
 
Date: January 21, 2026  
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Department of Natural Resources and Department of Energy  
 
Subject: Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale, Pictou Country, 
Nova Scotia 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate: Authorities and approvals required from 
the Land Services Branch, geoscience health and safety, mineral exploration, mineral 
development, abandoned mine openings, biodiversity, species at risk status and 
recovery, wildlife species and habitat management and conservation.  
 
        

List of Documents Reviewed: 
 
Land Services Branch: 

• Environmental Assessment Registration Document, including Initial Project 
Description Plain Language Summary 

• Appendices A to K 
• Drawings 2.1 to 16.1 
• GIS shapefiles 

 
Geoscience and Mines Branch: 

• Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility Environmental Assessment 
Registration 

• Map ME 2005-119: Geological Map of the Hopewell Area 
• Geoscience Atlas 
• Mineral Occurrence Database 
• Abandoned Mine Openings Database 
• NovaROC 

  



 
 

Wildlife Division: 
• Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale (IAAC Project 

Title: Marshdale Natural Gas Power Generation Facility) 
• Reviewed all wildlife and habitat layer in the IRM scans based on existing 

provincial GIS layers 
• Consulted with the local IRM Biologist about this project 

 
Details of Technical Review:  
 
Land Services Branch: 
Based on the information provided, the Project is located on privately owned land and the 
Project does not include or adjoin Crown lands. The private land parcel identification 
number (PID) cited in the EA Registration Documents (PID 00910307) appears to be 
incorrect - the correct PID number appears to be 65245375. No authorities or approvals 
are required from the Land Services Branch for the Project unless the scope of the 
Project changes to include Crown lands. 
 
Based on the information provided, it is understood that other ancillary components 
required for the Project’s operation, including a natural gas pipeline interconnection and a 
high-voltage transmission line, have been excluded from this EARD and will be assessed 
under separate approval processes. Authorities or approvals may be required from the 
Land Services Branch for any activity on Crown lands required for the project’s ancillary 
infrastructure.  
 
Geoscience and Mines Branch: 
A preliminary review of the Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility in 
Marshdale submitted by IESO Nova Scotia has been completed. The review notes that 
the geological characterization of the proposed site is appropriate. The Project Area is 
underlain by undivided Carboniferous mudrock and sandstone of the Mabou Group. The 
Proponent addresses the low potential for ARD and medium potential for encountering 
karst conditions and will address any geohazards that may be present once the 
geotechnical investigation is concluded. Proponent does not anticipate that blasting will 
be required and has erosion and sediment control plans in place as well as geotechnical 
investigations. 
 
Mineral Occurrences  
The proposed project area is ranked high for mineral potential associated with the 
prospective Cobequid-Chedabucto Fault Zone (CCFZ) and historical iron mining with the 
prospect of Iron ore-copper-gold deposits (IOCG) as well as local base metal occurrences 
and high aggregate potential with established aggregate quarries within 5 km of the Project 
Area. The Project Area does not currently overlap with any exploration licences or mining 
leases as of the effective date of this review, with the nearest licences within 100 m east 
of the Project Area.  The proposed development is not anticipated to negatively affect 
exploration and mineral development activities. 
 
Wildlife Division: 
Strum Consulting assessed habitat and wildlife surveys across the site. This includes 
stream and wetland delineation, plant inventories, trail camera work, bird point counts, 



 
 

and site surveys. This work seems adequate to evaluate the impact of this project on 
habitat, flora, and fauna on site. 
 
The mitigation strategies suggested in the Strum’s Environmental assessment for noise, 
dust, and lighting control on site, and for re-vegetating the site with native species post-
construction appear sufficient to mitigate risk.  
 
Birds 
Canada warbler (CAWA; federal: threatened, provincial: endangered) and eastern wood 
pewee (EAWP; Federal: species of concern, provincial: vulnerable) nests exist in the 
proposed project footprint. Under section 13(c) of the Nova Scotia Endangered Species 
Act it is illegal to destroy, disturb, or interfere with or attempt to destroy, disturb, or 
interfere with the specific dwelling place or area occupied or habitually occupied by one 
or more individuals or populations of an endangered or threatened species, including the 
nest, nest shelter, hibernaculum, or den of an endangered or threatened species. 
Avoidance of those wetlands and nests is the preferred course of action.  Where 
avoidance is not possible, mitigations to remove the risk of destroying nests which is a 
prohibition under the NSESA and minimize other impacts to SAR will be required. The 
proponent should consult with DNR on proposed actions. 
 
Presence of SAR birds in these wetlands may also trigger Wetlands of Special 
Significance under the Provincial Wetland Conservation Policy. The proponent should 
consult with Department of Environment and Climate Change if avoidance of these 
wetlands is not possible. 
 
The EARD also suggests that groundwater extraction during project operations can 
impact surface water features by lowering the water table and reducing natural discharge 
of groundwater into nearby wetlands.  The extent of indirect impacts to SAR bird wetland 
habitat are not clear; a hydrological field study is planned during the permitting stage. 
 
Under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, the pileated woodpecker nest will need to be 
protected by placing a no-disturbance zone around the nest until at least January 2027 
(18 months after discovery) to ensure the nest is not active. All nest locations and no-
disturbance zones should be flagged prior to starting work, and workers informed about 
the zones. The proponent should consult with ECCC for further guidance (see also 
Damage or Danger Permits for Nest Destruction: Pileated Woodpecker nesting cavities - 
Canada.ca). 
 
Measures to protect and mitigate against adverse effects to migratory birds during all 
Project phases should be applied. The incidental take of migratory birds, as well as their 
nests and/or eggs, is not permitted under the Migratory Birds Convention Act and the NS 
Wildlife Act. Mitigations include avoidance of certain activities (such as vegetation 
clearing/construction) during the regional nesting period for most birds, buffer zones 
around discovered nests, limiting activities during the breeding season around active 
nests, restricting lighting use at night during seasonal migration periods, and other best 
management practices. 
 
 
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/dod-permits-nest-destruction-pileated-woodpecker-nesting-cavities.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/dod-permits-nest-destruction-pileated-woodpecker-nesting-cavities.html


 
 

Black Ash 
Four black ash trees were identified in one location on the project site. The recovery plan 
states that a 200 m no-disturbance zone should be maintained around all Black Ash 
individuals to minimize impact and support recovery. The direct project footprint is 
outside the 200m buffer, but the buffer does overlap with the proposed powerline. 
Mitigations should be developed to ensure impact of the powerline on Black Ash is 
avoided (by moving the powerline). To assess risk to Black Ash and develop mitigations, 
directed Black Ash surveys are required to ensure that there are no other black ash trees 
on site.  
 
Indirect impacts to Black Ash wetland habitat during project operations from lowering of 
the water table should be assessed, and mitigations developed to maintain wetland 
hydrology. 
 
Bats 
There are ACCDC records of bats and bat habitat within 5 km of the site. The 
proponent’s bat habitat models for the project site suggest ample bat foraging and 
maternity roosting habitat on site. To assess risk and inform mitigations, bat monitoring is 
required to identify any bat foraging and roosting habitat.  
 
Turtles 
No turtle sign was observed on the site during surveys, and suitable turtle habitat was not 
observed. However, Wood Turtle (endangered) has been observed within 1km of the 
project area and Snapping Turtle and Painted Turtle within 5km of the project area. The 
proponent should ensure a process is in place to respond to any turtle observations on 
site, which should include ceasing work until the turtle has moved on.  
 
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
 
Land Services Branch: 
No further comments. 
 
Geoscience and Mines Branch: 
No further comments. 
 
Energy Branch: 
No comments. 
 
Wildlife Branch: 

• Obtain all permits necessary to undertake the project as required under legislation 
related to wildlife, species at risk, watercourses and wildlife habitat alterations, 
including the Provincial Wetlands Conservation Policy and Migratory Birds Act.  

• Provide digital way points and/or shapefiles for all flora and fauna surveys and 
incidental observations, including for all observations of Species at Risk and 
Species of Conservation Concern to NSNR (those species listed and/or assessed 
as at risk under the Species at Risk Act, Endangered Species Act, COSEWIC, as 
well as all S1, S2 and S3 species). Data should adhere to the format prescribed in 



 
 

the NS DNR Template for Species Submissions for EAs and is to be provided 
within two months of collection. 

• Wetlands with evidence of breeding SAR birds and Black Ash should be avoided. 
If avoidance is not possible, consult with ECC on compensation requirements 
under the Provincial Wetlands Conservation Policy and consult with DNR with 
regards to mitigations. 

• Apply measures to protect and mitigate against adverse effects to migratory birds 
during all Project phases. The incidental take of migratory birds, as well as their 
nests and/or eggs, is not permitted under the Migratory Birds Convention Act and 
the NS Wildlife Act. Mitigations include avoidance of certain activities (such as 
vegetation clearing/construction) during the regional nesting period for most birds, 
buffer zones around discovered nests, limiting activities during the breeding 
season around active nests, restricting lighting use at night during seasonal 
migration periods, and other best management practices. 

• Impact of lowering water table during project operations on wetland habitat should 
be assessed, and mitigations developed to maintain wetland hydrology and avoid 
SAR habitat degradation. 

• To assess risk and inform mitigations, conduct directed Black Ash surveys to 
determine presence/absence across the project area. 

• To assess risk and inform mitigations, bat monitoring is required to identify any bat 
foraging and roosting habitat within the project area. 

 



 
 

    
 
 

Department of Municipal Affairs 

1505 Barrington St. 
PO Box 216 
Halifax, NS   B3J 2M4 
Novascotia.ca 
 
  

(EA#25-13) 
DATE: January 21, 2026 
 
TO:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
FROM: Dawn M. Sutherland, Provincial Director of Planning 
 
SUBJECT: MARSHDALE - FAST ACTING NATURAL GAS POWER GENERATION FACILITY, PICTOU COUNTY, NS 
 
 
Scope of Review:  
This review focuses on the following Department of Municipal Affairs (DMA) mandate:  Statements of Provincial 
Interest and engagement with municipalities. 
 
 
Document(s) Reviewed: 
EARD-IPD Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility - Marshdale 
 
 
Details of Technical Review:  
In Section 2.3.3 of the above-noted EA document, the Proponent indicates that Municipal Planning Strategies 
and Land Use By-laws in the Municipality of Pictou County of (MOPC) require approval and/or permits for 
industrial projects (Table 2.3). The Project is in the Rural General zone (G1) which permits industrial use subject 
to the approval of a development permit (Municipality of Pictou County, 2025a, 2025b). Individual Project 
components may also be subject to provisions under the Municipal Government Act and require amendments to 
the MPS/LUB. 

The Proponent has engaged with staff and elected officials in MOPC and the Town of Stellarton via email and in 
person on multiple occasions, including a presentation to the entire Council of MOPC. The December 8, 2025, 
planned presentation to the Council of the Town of Stellarton was rescheduled to 2026. It is proposed that 
engagement with government officials will continue throughout the development, including construction and 
operational phases of the Project. 
 
Statements of Provincial Interest: 

• Drinking Water:  Reasonably consistent. The Town of Stellarton Municipal Water Supply Area partially 
overlaps the Project area. This water supply area is not a designated Protected Water Supply Area. The 
MOPC Municipal Planning Strategy has included this water supply area and states that it has a goal of 
protecting it. The Town of Stellarton uses a multi-stage Water Contingency Plan based on water levels in 
the East River. These are meant to conserve water enroute to the municipal supply system. The 
Stellarton Source Water Protection rules do not specifically apply to groundwater withdrawal, which is 
managed through a permitting process administered by NSECC if daily withdrawal rates exceed 23,000 
L/day. The Proponent will continue to engage with MOPC and the Town of Stellarton and will implement 
all watershed protection stipulations contained in the Municipal Development Agreement. 

• Agricultural Land:  No anticipated impact, as no agricultural land has been identified in the Project area. 
• Flood Risk:  No anticipated impact, as no flood areas have been identified in the Project area. 
• Infrastructure:  No anticipated impact. No identified impact on municipal infrastructure as defined by the 

SPI. The Project will use onsite water and wastewater systems. 
• Housing:  No anticipated impact. No identified impact on housing as defined by the SPI. 

 
 
Key Considerations (provide in non-technical language): 
There are no outstanding information and/or conditions. All components considered under DMA’s areas of 
mandate have been adequately addressed. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Date: January 21, 2026  
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Air Quality Unit  
 
Subject: Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale, Pictou County, 

Nova Scotia 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate:                         Air Quality                                  
 
List of Documents Reviewed: 

• Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale EA Registration 
• Appendix A-G 
• Drawings 2.1 – 7.5 

 
Details of Technical Review:  
The purpose of the proposed undertaking is to construct and operate a fast-acting natural 
gas facility with capacity of up to 300 megawatts with combustion turbines and 
associated infrastructure (i.e., access roads, substation, buildings, etc.) that will provide 
electricity to the Nova Scotia electrical grid. The Project is scheduled to begin 
construction in 2027 and is expected to be operational for at least 30 years. 
 
Construction phase activities will primarily interact with the atmospheric environment 
through fugitive dust and exhaust emissions. The Project area is vegetated, which may 
help to reduce the travel distance of fugitive dust emissions from the Project. Given that 
the closest receptor is 833 m from the Project footprint, it is not anticipated that the 
fugitive dust and exhaust emissions would impact nearby receptors or impact baseline air 
quality conditions beyond the local assessment area. Overall, fugitive dust and exhaust 
emissions are considered intermittent, short-term, and should only impact the Project 
area. 
 
The Proponent used the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) 
AERMOD air dispersion modelling software to model predicted ground-level 
concentrations of contaminants expected to be released from the Project during the 
operational phase, which include carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and fine 
particulate matter (PM2.5). The Proponent used ambient air quality data from the Pictou 
(NOx and PM2.5) and Halifax (CO) National Air Pollution Surveillance (NAPS) stations for 
baseline ambient concentrations.  
 
The facility will use natural gas and ultralow sulphur diesel (ULSD) as primary and 
secondary fuel sources, therefore SO2 emissions are expected to be negligible and not 
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modelled. Given the fuel types, all particulate emissions are expected to be PM2.5. The 
model assumes NOx emissions will be converted to NO2 based on background ozone 
(O3) concentrations measured at the Pictou NAPS station. The modelled area is 10 km x 
10 km grid (local assessment area) centered on the Project facility and modelling was 
performed in accordance with the Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change 
(NSECC) Air Assessment Guidance Document (AAGD).  
 
The model compared the Project’s predicted impact to air quality with the limits in 
Schedule A of the Nova Scotia Air Quality Regulations (for NO2, CO, and total suspended 
particulate (TSP)) and the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment (CCME) 
Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) for PM2.5 in the absence of a 
provincial PM2.5 standard. Modelling results predict the cumulative impact (facility 
emissions plus background concentrations) to be well below the limits in Schedule A and 
the CAAQS for PM2.5. Of the modelled parameters, the 1-hour NO2 had the highest 
fraction of the Schedule A limits (predicted to be 23.0% of the limit) and the 24-hour and 
annual PM2.5 were 46.3% and 59.1% of the CAAQS, respectively. When compared with 
the TSP limit in Schedule A, the 24-hour and annual PM2.5 was 10.4% and 7.4% 
respectively. The CO 1-hour and 8-hour was modelled to be 1.0% and 2.3% of the limits 
in Schedule A, respectively. 
 
It is noted that modelling was performed under worst-case conditions with the facility 
operating continuously on light fuel oil. Emission rates are based on preliminary design 
data and may require updates as the Project details are further refined. Overall, facility 
emissions are considered low magnitude with respect to Schedule A and CAAQS and 
within the local assessment area. 
 
The applicant commits to developing an air quality management plan prior to Project 
commissioning. The applicant also commits to measuring pre-operation on-site ambient 
baseline air quality conditions. 
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
The Air Quality Unit notes the following key considerations: 
 

• The use of dust management methods, along with best operational practices would 
minimize air quality impacts. 

• It is unclear how dust will be mitigated and managed without an effective Dust 
Management Plan, including clear chains of responsibility for actions, including 
timely complaint resolution. 

• Modelling should be updated if facility design/operation were to change. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Date: January 21, 2026  
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Air Quality Unit  
 
Subject: Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale, Pictou County, 

Nova Scotia 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate:                         Noise                                  
 
List of Documents Reviewed: 

• Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale EA Registration 
• Appendix A – G 
• Drawings 2.1 – 7.5 

 
Details of Technical Review:  
The purpose of the proposed undertaking is to construct and operate a fast-acting natural 
gas facility with capacity of up to 300 megawatts with combustion turbines and 
associated infrastructure (i.e., access roads, substation, buildings, etc.) that will provide 
electricity to the Nova Scotia electrical grid. The Project is scheduled to begin 
construction in 2027 and is expected to be operational for at least 30 years. 
 
The EARD presents expected noise levels produced by various equipment to be used 
during the construction phase, and attenuated sound levels at various distances from the 
source. Construction noise was identified as potentially having an impact on residents 
based on the data presented in Tables 7.16 and 7.17. The closest receptor is 833 m from 
the Project, Table 7.17 shows the potential for median and max noise levels at 960 m 
from the source to be 56 and 76 dBA, respectively. It is noted that the data from Tables 
7.16 and 7.17 is considered worst-case, and actual noise levels during constructions may 
be less than predicted. The applicant suggested mitigations to minimise these effects, 
including limiting activities to the daytime (7am to 9pm), using noise suppressants on 
vehicles/equipment, and limiting idling. 
 
Operational noise was assessed using the CadnaA noise modelling software. No 
baseline noise monitoring was conducted, instead the Proponent used a surrogate of 35 
dBA during daytime, 30 dBA in the evening, and 25 dBA for nighttime (citing Health 
Canada’s Guidance for Evaluating Human Health Impacts in Environmental 
Assessment). Modelling was performed with all stationary equipment operating 
simultaneously and with maximum hourly traffic at the site. The Proponent used a ground 
attenuation factor of 0.7 in the model, which is a less conservative approach than would 
be recommended, which may lead to an underestimation of impacts on receptors. 
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The modelling results predict the daytime and evening noise levels from the Project 
would be well below the permissible sound levels (PSLs) in the Department’s Guideline 
for Environmental Noise Measurement and Assessment (GENMA). The modelling 
showed that one receptor could experience a nighttime noise level of 40 dBA, while 
another 39 dBA. If the background noise level at night is higher than the 25 dBA used in 
the model, there is potential for an exceedance of the nighttime PSLs in GENMA at these 
receptor locations. The noise contour plot (Drawing 7.5) shows several receptors in the 
35-40 dBA band for which noise impacts were not assessed. It is unclear what the noise 
impact could be at these receptors, and if there is potential for exceedances. 
 
The applicant commits to developing a complaints resolution plan as part of their measures 
to mitigate potential negative effects.  
 
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
The Air Quality Unit notes the following key considerations: 
 

• If the baseline noise level exceeds 25 dBA (nighttime), it is possible that cumulative 
noise levels could exceed the 40 dBA nighttime PSL at receptor locations once the 
facility is operational. Recording baseline noise levels prior to construction can be 
used as evidence by the proponent in the event that the Department requests 
monitoring as part of complaints investigations in the future if they were to occur. 

• The noise assessment was completed using a less conservative ground attenuation 
factor than would be recommended. Consequently, the noise impact at a number of 
receptors may be underestimated. 

• It is unclear the noise impact at several receptors within the study area that were 
not included in the model. 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Date: January 14, 2026  
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Air Quality Unit 
 
Subject: Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale, Pictou Country, 
Nova Scotia 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate:    Petroleum and Alternative Fuels                                                       
 
List of Documents Reviewed: 

• EARD-IPD Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale 
• Drawing# 3.5 

 
Details of Technical Review:  
 
The purpose of the proposed undertaking (the Project) is to construct, own, and operate 
an up to 300 megawatt fast acting natural gas power generation facility located near the 
community of Marshdale in the Municipality of Pictou County (MOPC), Nova Scotia. The 
Project will consist of a simple cycle combustion turbine generating station, fueled 
primarily with natural gas and the ability to switch to light fuel oil (diesel) as necessary, 
and supporting infrastructure including petroleum storage tank systems.   
 
Section 2.3.2 – Regulatory Framework, Provincial 
The Registration document includes Table 2.2: Provincial Regulatory Requirements, 
which list the regulatory requirements that may apply to the project. Table 2.2 does not 
include the Nova Scotia Petroleum Management Regulations which could apply to the 
installation and operation of the petroleum storage tank systems for light fuel oil (diesel). 
However, it is noted that sections 6.2.7 and 8.5.4.2 of the Registration document state 
that the design of the fuel storage will comply with the Petroleum Management Storage 
Site Licensing requirements/Regulations.   
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
 
The Air Quality Unit notes the following key considerations:  
 

• The Petroleum Management Regulations could apply to the light fuel oil (diesel) 
storage tanks installed as part of the Project but were not acknowledged in the 
EARD. 

• These regulations should be incorporated as needed in the design and operation 
of the proposed natural gas power generation facility. 
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Date: January 21, 2026 
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Water Resources Management Branch  
 
Subject: Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale, Pictou Country,  
 Nova Scotia 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate: Surface water quantity and quality, 
groundwater quantity and quality, and wetlands.     
 
List of Documents Reviewed: 
Environmental Assessment Registration Document (EARD), Appendices, Drawings and 
Shapefiles  
 
Details of Technical Review:  
 
Surface Water 
The project site is located within the Pictou River primary watershed (technically, the 
“East/Middle/West Pictou River watershed” (1DP)), and more specifically the West River 
Pictou secondary watershed (1DP-3), and one tertiary watershed (1DP-3-D). Four 
headwater streams (WC1 – WC4) are located within the project area, of which two are 
ephemeral and the other two are intermittent.  
 
The proponent delineated watercourses through desktop reviews and field assessments. 
They reviewed several databases, including Wet Areas Mapping (WAM) for the Project 
Area. Drawing 9.2 illustrates the predicted water features (e.g., watercourses, wetland, 
water accumulation and flow among identified features) in and near the project site by the 
WAM, which were used to guide the field investigations. Field assessments were carried 
out alongside wetland delineations between July 2–3, 2025. The outcomes of those 
investigations are presented in Drawing 9.3. The findings do not include all 
WAM-identified water accumulation and water flow, which may be related to the 
unusually dry conditions present during the fieldwork. As a result, the findings may not 
identify all existing water resources and may not properly reflect actual site conditions 
needed to assess potential impacts to water resources and support planning mitigation 
measures. 
 
The proponent states that facility operations, including a demineralization plant for 
process water, potable water services and the fire water system, will use more than 
23,000 litres of water per day. This amount of water use requires a water withdrawal 
approval in accordance with the Nova Scotia Environment Act and Activities Designation 
Regulations. 
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Water will be supplied by groundwater wells. The proponent expects that groundwater 
pumping will lower the water table, reducing groundwater baseflow to nearby surface 
watercourses and wetlands, described as “baseflow reduction”, and thus reducing the 
overall streamflow. Baseflow reduction to an unnamed tributary to Cameron Brook and 
Cameron Brook is estimated at 135–314 m³/day. Although the EARD indicates that 
depletion will vary with well placement and the number of wells, and may be significantly 
lower than projected, an assessment of the long-term impact on these watercourses over 
the project life was not provided. This assessment is essential to inform surface water 
quantity monitoring and the development of appropriate mitigation measures. 
 
The proponent plans to add treated wastewater and stormwater from a shared settling 
pond into WC4 to help offset baseflow loss. Proposed monitoring of WC4’s streamflow 
and water quality will guide the design of the settling pond and its discharge point. 
Additional monitoring will be needed to confirm whether this discharge can offset 
baseflow loss. A full site hydrology study was not completed for the EA and should be 
completed, as part of the industrial approval application, to inform WC4’s streamflow and 
water quality, design of stormwater management systems (including settling pond), and 
erosion and sediment control systems. It should consider site size, grading, water 
management on and off site, wastewater production, and stormwater flows arising from 
heavy rain and climate change impacts over the facility’s lifespan. 
 
The EARD notes that wastewater quality and quantity are unknown at this time because 
they will depend on the technologies chosen for wastewater treatment. Wastewater from 
production is expected to have about three times more dissolved substances (such as 
salts and hardness) than ambient groundwater. It may also contain spent chemicals or 
biocides from treatment processes. The EARD indicates that the site is in areas with 
medium to high risk for manganese, low risk for uranium, and medium risk for arsenic in 
bedrock wells. However, baseline groundwater quality was not assessed in the EA. This 
assessment should be completed to inform influent water quality in support of wastewater 
treatment design. 
 
The proponent commits to ensuring that stormwater runoff and wastewater discharge 
from the site meets Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment Freshwater 
Aquatic Life guidelines and Nova Scotia Tier I Environmental Quality Standards. As the 
Project is located within the Town of Stellarton Municipal Water Supply Area, wastewater 
and stormwater may require more stringent effluent quality to ensure the protection of 
local water resources.  
 
To reduce the risk of surface water contamination, the proponent plans to use measures 
such as:  

• Grading to direct surface water away from sensitive areas 
• Diversion and collection ditches 
• Roadside drainage channels and vegetated swales 
• A settling pond 
• Erosion and sedimentation control 
• Designated storage areas for fuel and chemicals with secondary containment and 

impermeable surfaces 
• Spill-prevention features and emergency response plans 



 
 

• Routine inspections and on-site spill kits 
• Maintaining machinery and avoiding work within 30 metres of streams  

 
The proponent also plans to install a septic system and may need a sanitary wastewater 
treatment plant, depending on the final design. All proposed sanitary systems must be 
supported by an application to the department and meet appropriate design 
requirements. The hydrology study and settling pond design should account for 
discharges from these systems, if applicable. 
 
The air quality management plan includes washing vehicles and equipment to reduce 
dust. The timing and amount of water used for this should also be considered in the 
settling pond design to mitigate impacts to water quality. 
  
The proponent identified several risks to surface water quality. To mitigate these risks, 
they plan to develop the following during permitting:  
 

• Surface Water Monitoring and Management Plan 
• Stormwater Management Plan 
• Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan 
• Site-Specific Contingency Plan 
• Blast Management Plan (if required). 

 
These plans should be coordinated for maximum effectiveness. Baseline surface water 
monitoring should help identify contaminants of concern and guide water and wastewater 
treatment designs. The Environmental Emergency Response Plan should align with 
these water-related plans. 
 
Finally, the proponent plans to plow, sand, and salt roads in winter. They should follow 
the Code of Practice for the Environmental Management of Road Salt during these 
operations to minimize chloride impacts to water resources. 
 
Groundwater 
The Project requires a significant and sustainable water supply, which is expected to be 
supplied by groundwater wells installed in or near the Project Area. The estimated peak 
raw water consumption is 175 m3/hr., and the average annual consumption is 23 to 31 
m3/hr. Based on estimated average water demand and predicted well yields, the Project 
is expected to require 14-19 wells supplemented by onsite water storage. The EARD 
indicates that water recycling and alternate technologies will be considered to reduce 
overall water needs. 
 
According to the EARD, potential impacts on groundwater may occur because of 
drawdown and potential interaction with nearby water wells, watercourses, and wetlands. 
The EARD identified one water supply well within 800 m of the Project Area, based on a 
desktop review. The EARD suggests mitigation and monitoring measures to reduce 
potential impacts, including pumping groundwater at sustainable yields, maintaining 
adequate spacing to minimize groundwater interference, implementing groundwater level 
and water quality monitoring and reporting, and developing a Water Conservation Plan 



 
 

and Complaint Resolution Plan. Groundwater may also be affected by construction 
activities, primarily blasting, if blasting is required during construction.  
 
Diesel fuel will be stored on site, which can impact groundwater quality in the event of a 
spill or accidental release. According to the EARD, the risk to groundwater associated 
with the use and storage of diesel fuel is considered low, given that all diesel will be  
stored in double-walled above ground tanks equipped with secondary containment, fuel 
handling areas will be located on impermeable pads with controlled drainage, and a Spill 
Prevention and Response Plan will be implemented.  
 
According to the EARD, no sulphide-bearing formations were identified within the Project 
Area; however, this will be confirmed through a geotechnical investigation. 

 
Wetlands 
The EARD identified eight wetlands within the Project Area, two of which are classified as 
Wetlands of Special Significance (WSS). The proponent has proposed direct alteration of 
wetlands (Wetlands 3, 4, and 5) as a result of construction activities. This also includes 
one WSS (WL4), designated due to the presence of Canada Warbler, a species listed as 
Endangered under the Nova Scotia Species at Risk Act and Threatened under Canada’s 
Species at Risk Act.  In total, approximately 1.7 ha of wetland is proposed to be directly 
altered, including 16,635 m2 of Wetland 4, a large, treed swamp. 

It is uncertain at this time what wetlands, including WSS, will have indirect impacts due to 
hydrological changes.  The EARD identified that many isolated swamps within the project 
area may be vulnerable to indirect impacts and could see a change in hydrological 
function. In addition, indirect impacts to Watercourse 4 and the wetlands contiguous to it 
are unknown. Wetlands that have the potential to be indirectly impacted outside of the 
project area were not identified within the EARD.    

The EARD notes that the proponent will be conducting a hydrogeological field study 
during the permitting stage which will include a groundwater-surface water interaction 
study to address potential indirect impacts to wetlands. 

 
Key Considerations:  
 
Surface Water 
 
Since the watercourse delineation was conducted in dry conditions, it is recommended 
that the proponent conduct field confirmation of all watercourses and water features in 
and near the Project Area prior to project work during representative hydrological 
conditions (i.e., periods that reflect typical seasonal precipitation and flow patterns, such 
as in spring and/or fall). Doing so would help ensure that all water resources in and near 
the Project Area are properly identified to support impact assessment and plan of 
appropriate mitigation measures. 
 
The proponent should include a detailed assessment of the long-term impacts of 
groundwater pumping on streamflow and wetland hydrology on and near the project site. 



 
 

This assessment should quantify expected flow/water reductions and associated impacts 
on affected water resources and cover at least the full project lifespan to support 
mitigation planning. This assessment should include a project site-specific hydrology 
study to support the design of water infrastructure. The study should account for flows 
originating from the sanitary wastewater system and assess streamflow in WC4 to 
determine whether the settling pond discharge can offset the loss of groundwater 
baseflow. 
 
The proponent should also complete a baseline groundwater study to support 
wastewater treatment system design to ensure effluent meets applicable water quality 
criteria. 
 
Additionally, the Surface Water Monitoring and Management Plan should:  

• Include water quantity and water quality measurements at WC4 and other 
potentially impacted water resources (e.g., the unnamed tributary to Cameron 
Brook, Cameron Brook, and wetlands that may be directly or indirectly affected by 
the project).  

• Collect data to evaluate how effectively site discharge offsets baseflow reduction 
when used for that purpose. Incorporate additional mitigation measures if 
discharge does not adequately maintain flow. 
 

The proponent should consult with the Town of Stellarton regarding the proposed work 
and site discharge management.  
  
Studies and plans should be coordinated for maximum effectiveness. 
 
Groundwater 
 
The Project will require groundwater withdrawal approval(s), which involves a 
hydrogeological assessment in accordance with NSECC’s Guide to Groundwater 
Withdrawal Approvals. This assessment considers potential impact on neighboring wells, 
watercourses, and wetlands. Potential impacts associated with the withdrawal can be 
minimized by implementing the mitigation, monitoring, and reporting measures noted in 
the EARD. Given the large volume of water required and the relatively low well yield, 
water conservation and efficiency measures should be considered, such as water 
recycling and alternate technologies to reduce overall water demand, as noted in the 
EARD. 
 
The Project overlaps with the Town of Stellarton’s Source Water Protection Area, which 
is supplied by the East River. Groundwater-surface water interaction and the potential 
effects of the proposed withdrawal on surface water and the Town’s municipal water 
supply should be considered as part of the hydrogeological assessment and water 
withdrawal approval application, along with implementation of appropriate mitigation 
measures and monitoring and reporting requirements. 
 
The Guide to Groundwater Withdrawal Approvals typically requires a water well survey 
for private wells within 500 m of the withdrawal. A pre-blast survey typically involves 
water supply wells within 800 m, if blasting is required.  The precise number and location 



 
 

of water supply wells within 800 m of the Project Area should be identified and validated 
in the field. 

Impacts to groundwater quality associated with the onsite storage of diesel fuel is 
considered low, provided the measures outlined in the EARD are implemented. 
 
Wetlands 
The proponent has proposed direct alteration to Wetland 4, a WSS. It is unclear to what 
extent wetlands will be altered indirectly through hydrological changes, including indirect 
WSS alterations. During the detailed design phase additional, hydrological assessments 
should be completed to identify indirect wetland alterations. Wetlands that are outside the 
Project Area that could be impacted should be identified, mapped and assessed. The 
proponent should consider all opportunities to minimize the impacts to wetlands, 
including changes to the project footprint and mitigations to minimize indirect impacts.    

The proponent is required to submit a Wetland Alteration Approval Application for review 
and approval for any proposed wetlands to be directly or indirectly altered and complete 
any necessary compensation and monitoring. The proponent should utilize Nova Scotia’s 
Wetland Alteration Application’s Guided Template for the permit applications. 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Date: January 21, 2026 
 
To:  Jeremy W. Higgins 
 
From: Lesley O’Brien-Latham, Executive Director, Policy and Strategic Advisory Services  
 
Subject: FAST ACTING NATURAL GAS POWER GENERATION FACILITY- Marshdale 
 
Scope of review:  
The scope of this review follows the Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture’s (NSDFA) legislated 
mandate to develop, promote and support fishing, aquaculture, seafood processing and 
sportfishing in Nova Scotia. 
 
List of Documents Reviewed: 
• Environmental Assessment Registration Document (EARD for the Fast Acting Natural Gas 

Power Generation Facility – Marshdale 
• Appendix D – Water resource Assessment 
• Appendix F – Freshwater Aquatic Environment 
• All drawings 
 
Details of Technical Review:  
Aquaculture: 
The Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture’s mandate includes the regulation, development, 
promotion and support of aquaculture and rockweed industries in Nova Scotia.  
 
There are no aquaculture or rockweed harvesting operations within 25km of the proposed project.  
 
Marine Fisheries: 
NSDFA’s Marine Fisheries Division’s mandate covers Nova Scotia’s commercial Marine Fisheries, 
and the processing, and buying of marine seafood products. 
 
Since there does not appear to be any connectivity to the marine environment, the facility should 
pose negligible impacts to NSDFA’s Marine Fisheries’ interests. 
 
There are seven (7) licensed NS commercial marine fisheries buyers and/or processors located in 
Pictou County adjacent to the proposed site for the natural gas facility:  
1. Pristine Bay Premium Oysters is located 11km Northeast of the proposed site,  
2. Langille’s Fish Ltd. is 28km North of the proposed site,  
3. Seabright Fisheries Ltd. is 29km North of the proposed site,  
4. North Nova Seafoods Ltd. is 34km North of the proposed site,  
5. Lismore Seafoods Company is 46km Northeast of the proposed site,  
6. Quality Seafoods East Ltd. is 46km of the proposed site, and the  
7. Northumberland Fish Co-op is 54km Northwest of the proposed site.  
 
The activities of the proposed natural gas facility would pose a negligible impact to the operations 
of the above-mentioned commercial marine fisheries facilities.  
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Regarding the commercial marine capture fisheries in the area, lobster is the most lucrative fishery 
adjacent to the proposed site. The waters within relative proximity of the proposed site are known 
as Lobster Fishing Area (LFA) 26A1. During the 2025 season, fishing in LFA 26A1 occurs generally 
from April 26 until June 26th. Since there does not appear to be any connectivity between the natural 
gas facility and the marine environment, and that there is a buffer of over 10km of land to mitigate 
against any potential impacts of leaks or environmental degradation, the project should pose 
negligible impacts to lobster and other commercial marine fisheries in the Northumberland Strait.  
 
With regards to impacts to Indigenous communities, there is communal-commercial, Food, Social, 
and Ceremonial (FSC), and livelihood fishing conducted within LFA 26A1 in the water within 
proximity to the proposed site. The Indigenous community, Pictou Landing First Nation, located 
26km North of the proposed site, possesses access to these licenses. The natural gas facility 
should pose negligible impacts to the lobster and other commercial marine fisheries (harvested by 
Pictou Landing First Nation) within proximity of the proposed site. 
 
Inland Fisheries: 
NSDFA’s Inland Fisheries Division’s mandate is the management and promotion of Nova Scotia’s 
freshwater recreational sportfishery. 
 
The EARD focuses on the four small watercourses within the project area, which range from 
ephemeral to intermittently flowing streams in heavily forested areas. 
 
The proponent indicated that all watercourses will be avoided by infrastructure placement and that 
surface water management measures will be applied to ensure any discharged water will meet 
water quality guidelines so that water quality and quantity will be protected. 
 
No fish assessments were conducted in areas believed to be fish habitat, rather assumptions were 
made on the likely presence of species based on data from adjacent areas. Water course (WC) 4 
was identified as an intermittent watercourse, but was evaluated on July 2-3, 2025, when water 
conditions may have been low. The stream channel width, depth and habitat type is consistent with 
adequate habitat for juvenile Brook Trout, particularly at lower temperatures. These habitat types 
can provide important spawning and rearing habitats that support recreational fisheries in other 
parts of the watershed. 
 
WC4 is proposed for treated water discharge but an assessment has yet to be completed and 
therefore, NSDFA’s Inland Fisheries Division is unable to fully assess the project, so it is requested 
that an evaluation WC4 be completed to: 
• determine how WC4 is utilized by fish (what species, when) seasonally i.e. spring, summer 

and fall, and to 
• evaluate the impact of releases of treated water on WC4 habitat (e.g. flow, temperature); 

and 
• determine mitigations if necessary. 
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
The proposed natural gas facility in Pictou County has no connectivity to the marine environment, 
therefore as long as the project proponent adheres to the environmental policies, guideline, and 
regulations, as stated in the submitted EARD, risks to adjacent commercial marine fishery activities 
should be negligible. 
 
As there are no aquaculture or rockweed harvesting operations within a 25km radius of the project 
location, there are no concerns from the aquaculture division of NSDFA.  
 



 
 

No impacts to recreational fishing activity are expected within any fishing locations outside of the 
project area, if the project proponent adheres to all mitigations stated in the EARD. It is 
recommended that an evaluation of WC4 be completed to assess the fish populations and the 
potential implications of releasing treated water into WC4’s habitat, and to inform mitigation 
measures, if necessary. 
 
Project proponent should also be made aware of:  
• the Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act,  
• Provincial Aquaculture License and Lease Regulations,  
• Provincial Aquaculture Management Regulations, 
• the Nova Scotia Rock Weed Harvesting Regulations, and  
• the Department’s Site Mapping Tool for information on the location of sites and leases in the 

area of their proposed project.   
 
 
 

https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/fisheries%20and%20coastal%20resources.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/fcraqualiclease.htm
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/fcraquamgmt.htm
https://www.novascotia.ca/just/regulations/regs/fcrweed.htm
https://novascotia.ca/fish/aquaculture/site-mapping-tool/


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Date: January 20, 2026  
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: ICE - LIFT  
 
Subject: Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale, Pictou Country, 
Nova Scotia 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate: technical and approval subjects frequently 
addressed by LIFT                                                          
 
 
List of Documents Reviewed: 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REGISTRATION DOCUMENT & INITIAL PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale 
 
Details of Technical Review:  
 
Groundwater 
Based on our review, groundwater appears to be most likely to be impacted by this 
project. This is due to project and site-specific details provided by the proponent, 
including but not limited to: 
 
- large water demands of the project; 
- high risk of karst in the project area; and 
- anticipated low groundwater availability.  
 
Additional studies and plans will need to be completed and provided to the Department 
as part of the Industrial Approval process. The proponent did not provide sufficient 
information and details to fully characterise and understand risks to groundwater. The 
proponent has identified groundwater quantity as a limiting factor for the project, 
influencing final project design. 
 
Surface Water 
Based on our review, surface water quantity and quality may be impacted by this project. 
This is due to project and site-specific details provided by the proponent, including but 
not limited to: 
 
- the receiving watercourse is intermittent, does not flow for the entire year; 
- high groundwater demands of the project may deplete baseflow in nearby water bodies; 
and 

Barrington Place 
1903 Barrington Street  

Suite 2085  
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Canada   B3J 2P8  
 



 
 

- project discharge may impact surface water quality and quantity. 
 
The proponent has identified that stream depletion if unmitigated “could impact the 
habitat’s capacity to support one or more life history stages of fish.” 
 
Additional studies and plans will need to be completed and provided to the Department 
as part of the Industrial Approval process to mitigate risks to surface water.  
 
Soil 
 
Based on the provided information, the project may adversely impact soil quality during 
its lifespan. The proponent does not appear to have identified soils as a valued 
component, or as an environmental media requiring baseline characterisation and 
compliance criteria. This information may be needed as part of the IA process. 
 
The proponent has included phrasing indicating that fill soils may be present on the site, 
or the soils may be removed from the site for use elsewhere. This information may not be 
required as part of the IA process but may trigger regulatory obligations under the 
Environment Act and Contaminated Sites Regulations. 
 
Air 
 
Based on the provided submission, diesel (also known as light fuel) may be used for up 
to 20% of the facility’s run time. Provided air quality discussion appears to have excluded 
sulphur oxides, which are known air quality contaminants from diesel combustion. An Air 
Quality Management Plan will be required as part of the IA process, which may address 
this issue. 
 
Compliance Criteria 
 
The proponent has not provided a full list of compliance criteria, referencing they will 
draw from CCME FWAL, baseline quality, and NS Tier 1 EQS. The proponent has 
indicated that project wastewater will be combined with stormwater runoff prior to 
discharge. As part of the IA process, compliance criteria will need to be identified for all 
pertinent toxicants which may be discharged from the site. 
 
The proponent has not yet begun collecting baseline quality data for groundwater, 
surface water, or soils. This data will be needed to establish appropriate compliance 
criteria. It is best practice and most defensible if this data is collected prior to any project 
activities which may alter environmental media quality. 
 
Based on potential impacts to surface water and groundwater, such as changes in 
quantity, additional compliance criteria may be required for surface waters and 
groundwaters potentially adversely impacted by project activities. These compliance 
criteria may need to include water characteristics other than a typical toxicant list, 
depending on the final project design and water use. This will also be addressed during 
the IA process. 
 
 



 
 

Waste and Residual Management 
 
The proponent has not provided a Waste Management Plan or Residual Management 
Plan. Based on the provided information, the proponent has identified activities which 
generate wastes and residuals typically addressed by such plans (eg. brine, spent filter 
medias, etc). These plans will be addressed by the IA process. 
 
On Site Septic System 
 
The proponent has specifically identified that they will be using an on site septic system 
to dispose of grey water. The regulatory requirement is that sewage (i.e. grey water and 
black water) be treated by an on site sewage system. Depending on final details, this 
may require an approval to install and/or operate. Information provided by the proponent 
during the IA phase should resolve this. 
 
Fuel Handling, Storage, and Emergency Response Planning  
 
The proponent has identified that approximately 9 million litres of diesel will be stored at 
the site. There as environmental risks associated with storing this volume of diesel. 
Additional information to characterise and mitigate the risks associated with this diesel 
storage will be required during the IA process. 
 
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
 
Several environmental risks have been identified by the proponent and reviewer, many of 
which are mitigatable and will be addressed during the Industrial Approval process. The 
proponent did not provide sufficient information to fully characterise and understand risks 
to groundwater, and groundwater is a limiting factor for the project. 
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Federal Authority Advice Record (FAAR) 
FAAR Response must be submitted by January 28, 2026 
Marshdale Natural Gas Power Generation Facility Project – Independent Energy System 
Operator – Nova Scotia. 
Registry File: 90111 
Department/Agency Health Canada 
Lead Contact Jérémie Allain 

Full Address 101 Roland-Therrien Boulevard Longueuil, Quebec, J4H 4B9, Canada 
Building MONTÉRÉGIE PLACE, Floor 4 

Email jeremie.allain@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Telephone 514-213-1846 

Alternate Contact Beverly Ramos-Casey – beverly.ramos-casey@hc-sc.gc.ca - 902-403-9658 
Lauchie MacLean - Lachlan.Maclean@hc-sc.gc.ca – 782-409-3340 

 
1. Will your department or agency exercise a power, perform a duty or function, or provide 

financial assistance, related to the project to enable it to be carried out in whole or in part? 
 
As relevant, 
a) Specify the power, duty or function, or financial assistance, and the likelihood that it will be 

required to construct the project, based on the Initial Project Description, as either 
Required, Potential, Likely, Unlikely or Not Required 

b) Describe any associated Indigenous or public consultation, including timelines 
c) Describe any associated information requirements (e.g., alternative means assessment, 

habitat offsetting), and specify those that may be coordinated with the impact assessment 
process, if an impact assessment is required 

d) Identify any associated project-specific guidance or issues of which the proponent should 
be aware, or information the proponent should provide 

e) Indicate whether your department or agency has identified any power that it will not be exercising 
or may not be able to exercise to allow the project to be carried out, in whole or in part.  
 
Health Canada (HC) will not exercise a power, perform a duty or function, or provide 
financial assistance related to the Project.  

 
2. Using Table 1, identify project- and context- specific key issues, based on the expertise 

within your mandate1 and the information in your possession, including the Initial Project 
Description, any exchanges with the proponent or others related to the project and known 
means to address the effects of the project. For each key issue: 
 
a) Specify the key issue (e.g., specific species and location) 
b) Specify the project component or activity linked to the key issue 
c) Explain why it’s a key issue based on: 

i. biophysical effect pathway(s) from the specific project component or activity 
ii. concern unique to the project or a priority within your mandate  
iii. the issue being material2 to decision making under the Impact Assessment Act 

d) Identify how the issue could be resolved, including through means other than an impact 
assessment 

e) Identify additional information the proponent could provide including to give confidence on how 
the issue can be addressed through other means. 
 

Jérémie Allain 
Name and title of Departmental / 
Agency Responder 

                                     January 28,2026 
                                                       Date 

 
1 Refer to the Memoranda of Understanding with IAAC. 
2 An issue is material to decision making if its analysis is anticipated to affect the conclusions on (1) whether adverse effects within 
federal jurisdiction or direct and incidental adverse effects (collectively adverse federal effects) are likely not significant, or of low, 
medium or high significance; (2) appropriate mitigation measures for significant adverse federal effects; or (3) justification in the public 
interest. 

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/90111?culture=en-ca&utm_campaign=iaac-aeic-marshdale-25-26&utm_medium=email&utm_source=distributionlist&utm_content=visitthehomepage-260105-en
mailto:jeremie.allain@hc-sc.gc.ca
mailto:beverly.ramos-casey@hc-sc.gc.ca
mailto:Lachlan.Maclean@hc-sc.gc.ca
https://www.gcpedia.gc.ca/wiki/GCpedia:MOUs_with_Federal_Authorities_and_the_Impact_Assessment_Agency_of_Canada_under_the_IAA_/_Protocoles_d%27accord_entre_les_autorit%C3%A9s_f%C3%A9d%C3%A9rales_et_l%27Agence_d%27%C3%A9valuation_d%27impact_du_Canada_dans_le_cadre_de_la_LEI
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Table 1: Key Issues to inform the impact assessment process  
This table should outline key issues to inform the impact assessment process, including whether an impact assessment is required and, if so, the scope of the assessment and tailoring of the Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines. 

Key issues are the major concerns directly related to a project component or activity, the analysis of which is anticipated to be material to decision-making under the Impact Assessment Act. 

Federal authorities’ advice should be guided by the identification and resolution of key issues. If an impact assessment is required, it will be focused on key issues. 
 

Comment ID a) Key issue 
b) Project 
component or 

activity 

c)(i) 
Biophysical 

effect 
pathway(s) 

c)(ii) Concern unique 
to the project or a 

priority within your 
mandate 

c)(iii) Material to federal decision-making d) Means for issue resolution 
e) Additional 

information from the 
proponent 

Identify 
comments by 
organization 
and comment 
number. 
 
e.g.: IAAC-01 

Specify the key issue (e.g., 
specific species and 
location).  
 

Identify the project 
component or activity 
linked to the key issue. 
 
Be specific about the 
nature, scale, novelty 
and complexity or the 
component or activity. 

Identify the specific 
biophysical effect 
pathway between the 
project component or 
activity and the 
affected environmental 
or human receptor 
(including Indigenous 
Peoples). 

Describe why it’s a 
key issue within the 
mandate of your 
department or agency, 
including in terms of 
priorities of the federal 
government and in 
terms of anticipated 
likelihood, severity or 
uncertainty of effects. 
 
Identify if the key 
issue is common for 
projects of this nature 
or in this sector, or 
whether it’s unique to 
this project due to its 
complexity, size or 
novelty; a sensitive or 
rare receiving 
environment; and/or 
proximity of sensitive 
environmental or 
human receptors 
(including Indigenous 
Peoples). 
 

Describe why the key issue is material to 
decision-making as either:  

• an adverse effect within federal jurisdiction, 
or a direct or incidental adverse effect, that 
may be significant based on available 
evidence including: 

o federal experts’ knowledge and 
experience with past project 
assessments; 

o presence of sensitive species, 
habitats or human receptors 
(including Indigenous Peoples); 

o novel or complex project activities, 
components or technologies;  

o high uncertainties in effects or in the 
effectiveness of mitigation 
measures; 

o unknown or unproven mitigation; or  
• a factor for the justification in the public 

interest anticipated to be material to decision-
making such as a likely positive effect 
contributing to sustainability, to Canada’s 
environmental obligations or climate change 
commitments or in supporting governmental 
priorities, such as reconciliation with 
Indigenous Peoples. 

Describe how the key issue could be 
resolved or addressed by: 
• Any means, including powers, 

duties, functions, frameworks, 
policies or guidance that your 
department or agency has; 

• Any means, including powers, 
duties, functions, frameworks, 
policies or guidance from another 
jurisdiction, including the province; 

• Common, proven, well-understood 
or standard mitigation measures to 
mitigate the effect or effect 
pathway(s); or 

• Commitments made by the 
proponent (e.g., in the Initial Project 
Description). 

Describe information 
the proponent can 
provide, or 
commitments the 
proponent can make, in 
their Response to the 
Summary of Issues that 
would provide 
confidence that the 
issue can be resolved 
by existing means. 
 
Consider whether 
information, studies, 
analyses or 
collaborative work with 
other authorities would 
be required to address 
the issue beyond 
existing means. 

HC-01 Exposure of Indigenous 
peoples to Contaminants of 
Potential Concern (COPCs) 
and noise, if the area 
surrounding the project 
site is identified as important 
for traditional land use 
activities. 

Construction and 
operation of the 300 
MW natural gas-fired 
power generation 
facility may generate 
project-related 
emissions including:  
 
• air pollutant 

emissions from 
combustion of 
natural gas or ultra 
low sulfur diesel; and 
 

• noise emissions from 
construction noise 

Indigenous receptors 
engaging in traditional 
land use activities can 
be exposed to COPCs 
via multiple 
environmental media 
(e.g., inhalation of NOx 
in air) during 
construction and 
project operations.  
 

Under the Impact 
Assessment Act (IAA), 
Health Canada (HC) 
provides specialist or 
expert information and 
knowledge to support 
the assessment of 
impacts on the health 
of Indigenous peoples. 
 
The size of the project 
is comparable to 
natural gas power 
generating projects in 
the Atlantic Region. 
HC does not have 

As per Impact Assessment Act Sections 2(e) and 
2(f), non-negligible adverse effects on the health 
of Indigenous peoples related to the Project falls 
within federal jurisdiction. 
 
The Initial Project Description (iPD) document 
indicates that the closest First Nation community 
is Boat Harbour West Indian Reserve No. 37, 
which is part of the Mi’kmaq Pictou Landing First 
Nation (PLFN) (a Mi’kmaq community)located 
approximately 23.5 km southwest of the project. 
The proponent’s consultation with indigenous 
communities (Section 5.1) indicates that the 
PLFN identified concerns regarding the project, 
including the environmental impact and 
requested to be informed regarding the planned 

A list of mitigation measures is provided 
in Sections 7.1.3; 7.3.3 and 8.6, which 
could alleviate the potential risks from 
the pathways listed in column c) i). 
Standard mitigation may be sufficient to 
address the project effects outlined if 
designed through meaningful Indigenous 
engagement.  

As indicated in the Sections 5.1.2 and 
13.5, the Proponent commits to continue 
its engagement with the Mi’kmaq 
communities to better inform the 
project's impacts and make required 
changes to minimize the impacts of the 
projects on their rights and interests.  

As indicated in column 
d), the proponent will 
continue to gather 
information regarding 
traditional activities via 
consultation with the 
Indigenous 
communities and has 
committed to produce a 
MEKS in early 2026. 
This information could 
serve as a basis for 
future studies that may 
be needed to 
adequately assess the 
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(e.g., potential 
blasting) and 
operational noise 
such as: turbines, 
generators, engines, 
etc.; 
 

• COPCs in sediment 
runoff and effluent 
discharge from the 
project site and 
mobilisation of 
COPCs due to soil 
disturbance in 
groundwater (e.g.: 
through blasting, if 
required). 
 

 

knowledge of the 
receiving environment 
being sensitive or rare; 
however, further 
engagement with 
Indigenous peoples 
may help confirm the 
value of the 
surrounding 
environment for 
historical, present or 
future traditional land 
resource use activities. 

Environmental Assessment (EA) studies and the 
Mi’kmaq Ecological Knowledge Study (MEKS).  
 
Section 13.1 of the iPD states that changes to the 
environment surrounding the project area is 
expected and “potential impacts to the Mi’kmaq 
are anticipated to be localized to the Project Area 
and directly surrounding lands”. The location of 
Indigenous receptors and the traditional land use 
activities surrounding the project area will inform 
the significance determination of potential risks to 
Indigenous health.  

Please note it is currently uncertain 
whether a provincial EA will provide the 
means to resolve the key issue (i.e., 
whether it will require the evaluation of 
potential health risks to Indigenous 
receptors if they are engaging in 
traditional land and resource activities in 
the vicinity of the project). 

HC supports the Proponent commitment 
to implement a noise complaint 
resolution plan. The implementation of 
this plan, in tandem with a 
communication plan with the 
communities, is another approach to 
monitor any emerging issues 
experienced by the community members 
or exceedances that are not captured by 
monitoring programs.  

 

 

risk to Indigenous 
health.  

Please insert additional rows as necessary. 
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Federal Authority Advice Record (FAAR) 
FAAR Response must be submitted by January 28, 2026 
Marshdale Natural Gas Power Generation Facility Project – Independent Energy System 
Operator – Nova Scotia. 
Registry File: 90111 

 
Department/Agency Environment and Climate Change Canada 

Lead Contact Stephen Zwicker 

Full Address 16th Floor Queen Square  45 Alderney Drive, Dartmouth NS  B2Y2N6 

Email stephen.zwicker@ec.gc.ca 

Telephone (902)402-7145 

Alternate Contact Michael Hingston  michael.hingston@ec.gc.ca 

 
1. Will your department or agency exercise a power, perform a duty or function, or provide 

financial assistance, related to the project to enable it to be carried out in whole or in part?  
 
As relevant, 
a) Specify the power, duty or function, or financial assistance, and the likelihood that it will be 

required to construct the project, based on the Initial Project Description, as either 
Required, Potential, Likely, Unlikely or Not Required 

 

Species at Risk Act permits  
For species listed in Schedule 1 of the Species at Risk Act (SARA) 2022 as Extirpated, 
Endangered, or Threatened, a section 73 SARA permit may be required from Environment 
and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) for activities that affect a listed terrestrial wildlife 
species, any part of its critical habitat, or the residences of its individuals, where those 
prohibitions are in place. Such permits may only be issued: if all reasonable alternatives to 
the activity that would reduce the impact on species have been considered and the best 
solution has been adopted; all feasible measures will be undertaken to minimize the impact 
of the activity on the species or its critical habitat of the residences of its individuals; and if 
the activity will not jeopardize the survival of the species. Permits are also required by 
those persons conducting activities that contravene the critical habitat destruction 
prohibitions (subsection 58(1)).  
 
Prohibitions are in place for individuals and residences on federal lands and water in a 
province, reserve or any other lands under the Indian Act, or lands under the authority of 
the Minister of the Environment, and for birds listed under the Migratory Birds Convention 
Act, 1994 (MBCA) wherever they occur regardless of land tenure. 
 
Furthermore, prohibitions may be in force on land other than federal land pursuant to other 
orders or regulations under SARA. It is possible that further prohibitions may come into 
force in the future through orders in Council for individuals, residences and critical habitat 
on non-federal lands. It is also possible that, over the course of the assessment or after the 
assessment and during the lifetime of the Project, additional species could be listed under 
SARA; permits may be required for project activities that affect these additional species. 
Proponents are advised to monitor for such developments on the SARA Registry 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-
registry.html.   
 
Examples of activities that could require a Species at Risk Act permit include:  

• Species surveys that would affect individuals or residences; 

• Site preparation (clearing, grubbing, site access, staging, blasting); 

• Construction and operation of temporary and permanent works and infrastructure; 

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/90111?culture=en-ca&utm_campaign=iaac-aeic-marshdale-25-26&utm_medium=email&utm_source=distributionlist&utm_content=visitthehomepage-260105-en
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry.html
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• Creation of new roads, rails or power lines; 

• Infilling of wetlands or watercourses; 

• Any monitoring that requires the capture/release of individuals; and  

• Sensory disturbance effects (artificial lighting, noise, vibration, human activity, 
vehicular traffic).  

 
For most projects, the requirement for a SARA permit will always remain a possibility due to 
the widespread presence of SARA-listed migratory birds protected under the Migratory 
Birds Convention Act, 1994 across Canada. Permits for these species apply to activities on 
all types of land tenure. ECCC will require detailed information on the potential effects of 
the project, including locations and/or occurrences of species at risk, their use of habitat 
and critical habitat within the project area, and specific effects on federal and non-federal 
land, before ECCC can determine whether a SARA permit is required.  
 
Note that a SARA permit for activities involving migratory birds is only possible if they do 
not contravene the Migratory Birds Convention Act. 
 
Links to publicly available documents: 

• Guidelines for permitting under Section 73 of Species at Risk Act 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-
registry/policies-guidelines/permitting-under-section-73.html    

• Species at Risk Permitting Policy https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-
en.html#/consultations/2983  
 

In the event that a SARA permit is required, ECCC would evaluate and determine 
consultation requirements, if any. ECCC-led Indigenous consultation related to the 
issuance of SARA permits will be coordinated with consultation during the impact 
assessment where possible.  
 
If a permit is issued, the description of the activity and how SARA’s preconditions were met 
will be posted on the SARA Registry here: https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-
en.html#/permits.  
 
   
Migratory Birds Convention Act Permits 
The Migratory Bird Regulations, 2022 (MBR 2022) protect migratory birds, their eggs and 
their nests, by prohibiting activities that may harm them. Unless a person has a permit or 
the regulations authorize it, it is prohibited to engage in the following activities:  

• Capturing, killing, taking, injuring or harassing a migratory bird or attempting 
to do so;  

• Destroying, taking or disturbing an egg; and 
• Damaging, destroying, removing or disturbing a nest, nest shelter, eider 

duck shelter or duck nesting box, unless the following exceptions apply:  
o The nest does not contain a live migratory bird or a viable egg; and  
o The nest was not built by a species listed in Schedule 1.  

 
Modernization of the MBCA in 2022 has additionally identified 18 species of birds whose 
nests are protected year-round (Schedule 1 of MBR 2022). The nests of species listed in 
Schedule 1 are protected at all times, unless the following conditions are met:  

• Notification of the unoccupied nest has been submitted/received through the 
Registry for Abandoned Nests; and 

• The waiting time designated in the regulations has passed, during which time the 
nest has not been occupied by the migratory bird.  

 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/m-7.01/
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/policies-guidelines/permitting-under-section-73.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/policies-guidelines/permitting-under-section-73.html
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/consultations/2983
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/consultations/2983
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/permits
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/permits
https://www.permis-permits.ec.gc.ca/en/AbandonedNests
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In some situations, it may be possible to obtain a permit to move or destroy an unoccupied 
nest of a Schedule 1 MBR 2022 species. For more information, please visit: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-
birds.html. 
 
ECCC advises that there is no mechanism under the MBCA and its regulations to grant a 
permit for activities that are not directly aimed at migratory birds, their nests and/or eggs, 
but which may harm them (e.g., land clearing).  
 
Scientific Permits issued under the Migratory Bird Regulations may, for scientific purposes, 
including banding, or for rehabilitation or educational purposes, authorize the permit holder 
to: capture, kill, injure, or harass an individual; destroy, remove or disturb a nest; deposit 
bait under specific circumstances; exchange, give, or have in their possession a migratory 
bird, egg or nest; and if they are authorized to capture and band a migratory bird, take birds 
that are killed as a result of normal banding operations or that are found dead. Scientific 
permits are issued to authorize activities for scientific purposes that would otherwise be 
prohibited by the MBCA and its associated regulations, however, there are only certain 
exceptional situations where these types of permits may be available. These permits do not 
authorize activities that may adversely affect migratory birds.  
 
The Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) issues Scientific permits to authorize the capture and 
handling of migratory birds that become stranded at facilities that must be kept until they 
can be successfully released. These permits are most often associated with facilities and 
vessels with large amounts of artificial lighting that may attract seabirds and cause 
disorientation, stranding, or collisions, for which proponents are required to search and 
document such events at their facilities. The information gathered from capture and 
handling permits is being used to quantify the impact of artificial attraction (causing 
stranding events) on migratory birds. Stranded bird monitoring is conducted following 
CWS’s Procedures for handling and documenting stranded birds encountered on 
infrastructure offshore Atlantic Canada (2017).  
 
Links to publicly available documents:  
For more information, please visit:  

• Migratory Birds Convention Act (MBCA) and Regulations;  

• Fact sheet: Nest Protection under the Migratory Birds Regulations, 2022, and; 

• Frequently asked questions: Migratory Birds Regulations, 2022. 
 

The Migratory Birds Regulations were amended in July 2022 and include additional 
protection measures for the abandoned nests of the Pileated Woodpecker. The 
Pileated Woodpecker is included on Schedule 1 of the amended MBRs and requires 
the notification of ECCC Minister, 36 months in advance, prior to destroying an 
abandoned nest.   
   
Pileated Woodpecker will excavate Nesting Cavities in trees in proportion to the 
availability of suitable nest trees on the land scape. Factors that determine suitable 
nest trees include:   

• Prevalence of tree diseases, insects, and physical conditions (rot, breaks, 
cracks) that can weaken trees and make them more suitable for cavity 
excavation;  

• The tree’s size. Nesting Cavities have been found in trees as small as 25 cm 
dbh (diameter at breast height), but are more often found in trees > 40cm dbh;   

• Nesting Cavity entrance holes are about 10cm in diameter and found 8-15m 
above the ground;  

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-permits/scientific-permits.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-birds-legal-protection/convention-act-regulations.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/fact-sheet-nest-protection-under-mbr-2022.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-permits/faq-migratory-birds-regulations-2022.html
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More information on nest cavities can be found on ECCC’s  Pileated Woodpecker 
Cavity identification Guide. For more information on the amended nest protections, 
frequently asked questions on how these protections apply to migratory birds, 
including Pileated Woodpecker, and your responsibilities for reporting abandoned 
nests, please visit Fact Sheet Nest Protection Under the Migratory Birds Regulations, 
2022 and Frequently Asked Questions, Migratory Birds Regulations, 2022. For more 
information on permits related to Pileated Woodpeckers, please visit Damage or Danger 
Permits for Nest Destruction: Pileated Woodpecker nesting cavities - Canada.ca and 
Damage to the Use of the Land: Pileated Woodpecker nesting cavities - Canada.ca.  

 
 
 

b) Describe any associated Indigenous or public consultation , including timelines 
 
 

Please See information on Indigenous or public consultation discussed in a) 
above. 

 
 

c) Describe any associated information requirements (e.g., alternative means assessment, 
habitat offsetting), and specify those that may be coordinated with the impact assessment 
process, if an impact assessment is required 

 

Please see additional information in links provided for permitting requirements 
identified in a) above. 

 
 

d) Identify any associated project-specific guidance or issues of which the proponent should 
be aware, or information the proponent should provide 

 

Open Science Data Platform (OSDP) 
The Open Science Data Platform (OSDP) provides information relevant to 
cumulative effects and development activities across Canada and is publicly 
available at the following website: https://osdp-psdo.canada.ca/dp/en. More 
specifically, the platform provides a single window to access data and scientific 
knowledge relevant to understanding cumulative effects from existing federal, 
provincial, and territorial on-line databases and registries, including publications 
from the federal government and its scientists. It provides an interactive geospatial 
mapping tool to enable mapping of multiple datasets from multiple sources. It offers 
various features, including keyword-based searching, interactive data visualization 
on maps, and educational resources covering key topics such as cumulative effects, 
water, air, climate, biodiversity, land, economy and industry, health, and society and 
culture. 
OSDP information may be of value to persons preparing and reviewing projects 
assessments, including cumulative effects assessments. The following are some 
examples of ECCC information available on the OSDP. 
Water – quality and quantity * National long-term water quality monitoring data * 
Real-time hydrometric data * Canadian Aquatic Biomonitoring Network (CABIN)  
* National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) o Facilities that reported releases to 
water * Find additional water-related resources (including publications, datasets and 
monitoring stations) from ECCC on the OSDP here. 
Biodiversity (e.g., birds, species at risk, wetlands) * Critical habitat for species at 
risk (terrestrial) * Range map extents – Species at risk * Canadian wetlands * 
Canadian Protected and Conserved Areas Database (CPCAD) * Canadian Breeding 
Bird Census plots * Priority places for species at risk * Find additional biodiversity-

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/pileated-woodpecker-cavity-identification-guide.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/pileated-woodpecker-cavity-identification-guide.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/fact-sheet-nest-protection-under-mbr-2022.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/fact-sheet-nest-protection-under-mbr-2022.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-permits/faq-migratory-birds-regulations-2022.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/dod-permits-nest-destruction-pileated-woodpecker-nesting-cavities.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/dod-permits-nest-destruction-pileated-woodpecker-nesting-cavities.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/damage-use-land-pileated-woodpecker-nesting-cavities.html
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related resources (including publications, datasets and monitoring stations) from 
ECCC on the OSDP here. 
Air Quality 
* National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI), including: o Facilities that reported 
release of criteria air contaminants 
* Canadian Environmental Sustainability Indicators (CESI), including o Average 
ambient fine particulate matter concentrations o Peak ambient ozone concentrations 
o Ambient volatile organic compound concentrations o Average ambient sulphur 
dioxide concentrations o Peak ambient nitrogen dioxide concentrations * Find 
additional air-related resources (including publications, datasets and monitoring 
stations) from ECCC on the OSDP here. 
Climate, including climate change * Hourly and daily climate observations * Monthly 
climate observation summaries * Climate normals, averages and extremes 1981-
2020 * Homogenized surface air temperature * Canadian homogenized monthly 
precipitation * Adjusted precipitation * Find additional climate-related resources 
(including publications, datasets and monitoring stations) from ECCC on the OSDP 
here. 
Beyond ECCC’s mandate, the OSDP also contains resources on topics led by 
departments and other levels of government (e.g., human health, economy and 
industry). The OSDP also provides access to regulatory registries that list 
government authorizations of other developments (e.g., Fisheries Act Registry), 
which can be useful in understanding the cumulative pressures on an area.  
  

 
 
 

e) Indicate whether your department or agency has identified any power that it will not be exercising 
or may not be able to exercise to allow the project to be carried out, in whole or in part. 

 
 

None identified 
 
  

 
2. Using Table 1, identify project- and context- specific key issues, based on the expertise 

within your mandate1 and the information in your possession, including the Initial Project 
Description, any exchanges with the proponent or others related to the project and known 
means to address the effects of the project. For each key issue: 
 
a) Specify the key issue (e.g., specific species and location)  
b) Specify the project component or activity linked to the key issue  
c) Explain why it’s a key issue based on:  

i. biophysical effect pathway(s) from the specific project component or activity  
ii. concern unique to the project or a priority within your mandate  
iii. the issue being material2 to decision making under the Impact Assessment Act 

d) Identify how the issue could be resolved, including through means other than an impact 
assessment 

e) Identify additional information the proponent could provide including to give confidence on how 
the issue can be addressed through other means. 

 
 
 
 

 
1 Refer to the Memoranda of Understanding with IAAC. 
2 An issue is material to decision making if its analysis is anticipated to affect the conclusions on (1) whether adverse effects within 
federal jurisdiction or direct and incidental adverse effects (collectively adverse federal effects) are likely not significant, or of low, 
medium or high significance; (2) appropriate mitigation measures for significant adverse federal effects; or (3) justification in the public 
interest. 

https://www.gcpedia.gc.ca/wiki/GCpedia:MOUs_with_Federal_Authorities_and_the_Impact_Assessment_Agency_of_Canada_under_the_IAA_/_Protocoles_d%27accord_entre_les_autorit%C3%A9s_f%C3%A9d%C3%A9rales_et_l%27Agence_d%27%C3%A9valuation_d%27impact_du_Canada_dans_le_cadre_de_la_LEI
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Stephen Zwicker, Environmental 
Assessment Coordinator 

Name and title of Departmental / 
Agency Responder 

 
 
           January 28, 2026 

Date 
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Table 1: Key Issues to inform the impact assessment process  

This table should outline key issues to inform the impact assessment process, including whether an impact assessment is required and, if so, the scope of the assessment and tailoring of the Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines. 

Key issues are the major concerns directly related to a project component or activity, the analysis of which is anticipated to be material to decision-making under the Impact Assessment Act. 

Federal authorities’ advice should be guided by the identification and resolution of key issues. If an impact assessment is required, it will be focused on key issues. 

 
 

Comment ID 
a) Key 

issue 

b) Project 
component 
or activity 

c)(i) 
Biophysical 

effect 
pathway(s) 

c)(ii) Concern unique to 
the project or a priority 

within your mandate 
c)(iii) Material to federal decision-making d) Means for issue resolution 

e) Additional information 
from the proponent 

Identify 
comments by 
organization 
and 
comment 
number. 
 
e.g.: IAAC-01 

Specify the 
key issue 
(e.g., specific 
species and 
location).  
 

Identify the project 
component or 
activity linked to the 
key issue. 
 
Be specific about 
the nature, scale, 
novelty and 
complexity or the 
component or 
activity. 

Identify the specific 
biophysical effect 
pathway between 
the project 
component or 
activity and the 
affected 
environmental or 
human receptor 
(including 
Indigenous 
Peoples). 

Describe why it’s a key 
issue within the mandate 
of your department or 
agency, including in terms 
of priorities of the federal 
government and in terms 
of anticipated likelihood, 
severity or uncertainty of 
effects. 
 
Identify if the key issue is 
common for projects of 
this nature or in this 
sector, or whether it’s 
unique to this project due 
to its complexity, size or 
novelty; a sensitive or 
rare receiving 
environment; and/or 
proximity of sensitive 
environmental or human 
receptors (including 
Indigenous Peoples). 
 

Describe why the key issue is material to 
decision-making as either:  

• an adverse effect within federal 
jurisdiction, or a direct or incidental 
adverse effect, that may be significant 
based on available evidence including: 

o federal experts’ knowledge and 
experience with past project 
assessments; 

o presence of sensitive species, 
habitats or human receptors 
(including Indigenous Peoples); 

o novel or complex project activities, 
components or technologies;  

o high uncertainties in effects or in 
the effectiveness of mitigation 
measures; 

o unknown or unproven mitigation; 
or  

• a factor for the justification in the public 
interest anticipated to be material to 
decision-making such as a likely positive 
effect contributing to sustainability, to 
Canada’s environmental obligations or 
climate change commitments or in 
supporting governmental priorities, such as 
reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples. 

Describe how the key issue could be resolved or 
addressed by: 

• Any means, including powers, duties, functions, 
frameworks, policies or guidance that your 
department or agency has; 

• Any means, including powers, duties, functions, 
frameworks, policies or guidance from another 
jurisdiction, including the province; 

• Common, proven, well-understood or standard 
mitigation measures to mitigate the effect or effect 
pathway(s); or 

• Commitments made by the proponent (e.g., in the 
Initial Project Description). 

Describe information the 
proponent can provide, or 
commitments the proponent 
can make, in their 
Response to the Summary 
of Issues that would provide 
confidence that the issue 
can be resolved by existing 
means. 
 
Consider whether 
information, studies, 
analyses or collaborative 
work with other authorities 
would be required to 
address the issue beyond 
existing means. 

ECCC-01 Migratory 
birds  

The activities linked 
to the construction, 
operation, 
maintenance, and 
decommissioning of 
the proposed Project 
could have adverse 
effects on migratory 
birds.  
 
 

The nature of effects 
of the project on 
migratory birds will 
vary based on a 
number of factors, 
including: project 
location, duration, 
scale, and 
configuration; 
ancillary project 
activities (e.g., land 
clearing, operation, 
etc.); existing 
cumulative effects; 
the type of habitat 
that may be 

Habitat Loss/Alteration 
and 
Disturbance/Destruction 
caused by Vegetation 
Clearing 
(example: land clearing, 
site preparation, etc.) 
Clearing and other 
activities that cause 
habitat loss or alteration 
may lead to destruction, 
disturbance and 
fragmentation of habitat 
(foraging, nesting), habitat 
avoidance, sensory 
disturbance, and the 

The federal Migratory Birds Convention 
Act (MBCA) and its regulations protect 
migratory birds and their eggs and prohibit the 
disturbance, damage, destruction or removal of 
migratory bird nests that contain a live bird or a 
viable egg. Migratory birds are protected at all 
times; all migratory bird nests are protected 
when they contain a live bird or viable egg; and 
the nests of 18 species listed in Schedule 1 of 
the MBR 2022 are protected year-round. 
These general prohibitions apply to all lands 
and waters in Canada, regardless of 
ownership. For more information, please visit: 
Avoiding harm to migratory birds - 
Canada.ca.   
 

ECCC provides the following recommendations to avoid 
and minimize potential adverse impacts on migratory 
birds.  
 
Habitat Loss/Alteration and Disturbance/Destruction 
caused by Vegetation Clearing 
Most migratory bird species construct nests in trees 
(sometimes in tree cavities) and shrubs, but several 
species nest at ground level (e.g., Common Nighthawk), 
in hay fields, pastures or in burrows. Some bird species 
may nest on cliffs or in stockpiles of overburden material 
from mines or the banks of quarries. Some migratory 
birds (including certain waterfowl species) may nest in 
head ponds created by beaver dams. Some migratory 
birds (e.g., Barn Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Eastern 
Phoebe) may build their nests on structures such as 

When providing information 
on migratory birds, the 
proponent should prioritize 
consideration of: (1) species 
listed under 
SARA/provincial legislation, 
assessed by COSEWIC, or 
ranked by ACCDC; (2) 
areas of migratory bird 
concentration (e.g., 
breeding, colonies, staging, 
wintering); (3) 
breeding/nesting areas of 
low-abundance or higher-
trophic species; and (4) 
species identified through 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaws-lois.justice.gc.ca%2Feng%2Facts%2Fm-7.01%2F&data=05|01|Jesse.Russell%40ec.gc.ca|c50b24625304470e059308da9593f893|740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4|0|0|637986760000625757|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=6P7g5V9jaBXGy6ezSmFkT4GhgjUTXBa%2FDfSfBCQYsHg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaws-lois.justice.gc.ca%2Feng%2Facts%2Fm-7.01%2F&data=05|01|Jesse.Russell%40ec.gc.ca|c50b24625304470e059308da9593f893|740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4|0|0|637986760000625757|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=6P7g5V9jaBXGy6ezSmFkT4GhgjUTXBa%2FDfSfBCQYsHg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaws-lois.justice.gc.ca%2Feng%2Fregulations%2FC.R.C.%2C_c._1035%2Findex.html&data=05|01|Jesse.Russell%40ec.gc.ca|c50b24625304470e059308da9593f893|740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4|0|0|637986760000625757|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=KHefskCv1NeCCf3fXNkF%2F0BULm8XKlMawfEM2Jn7gWs%3D&reserved=0
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2022-105/page-7.html#h-1348335
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2022-105/page-7.html#h-1348335
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fenvironment-climate-change%2Fservices%2Favoiding-harm-migratory-birds%2Freduce-risk-migratory-birds.html&data=05|01|Jesse.Russell%40ec.gc.ca|c50b24625304470e059308da9593f893|740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4|0|0|637986760000625757|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=Iev3zS2qrf%2BL6WJeUkGaL3dK9o5pnu1B6lIKGDv9%2B80%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fenvironment-climate-change%2Fservices%2Favoiding-harm-migratory-birds%2Freduce-risk-migratory-birds.html&data=05|01|Jesse.Russell%40ec.gc.ca|c50b24625304470e059308da9593f893|740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4|0|0|637986760000625757|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=Iev3zS2qrf%2BL6WJeUkGaL3dK9o5pnu1B6lIKGDv9%2B80%3D&reserved=0
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disturbed; and 
sensitivity of species 
found in the project 
area. The pathway 
through which 
potential effects are 
conveyed will 
depend on the land, 
air and water 
constituents 
associated with the 
site along with the 
behavioural 
adaptability, 
presence and 
interaction with the 
species limiting 
factor (e.g., habitat 
supporting stating, 
nesting, roosting, or 
foraging) and 
population resilience.  

inadvertent disturbance 
and destruction of 
individuals, nests and 
eggs of migratory birds.  
 
Projects involving the 
construction of linear 
footprints can cause the 
loss, fragmentation and 
alteration of habitat and 
may result in direct 
adverse effects on 
migratory birds during 
breeding, migration, 
staging and foraging. 
Linear disturbances may 
also cause connectivity 
issues and/or facilitate the 
movement of predators 
into an area and increase 
hunting access and 
efficiency.  
 
Sensory Disturbance  
Noise and vibrations from 
site preparation, use of 
heavy equipment and 
blasting, artificial lighting, 
human presence and 
disturbance from 
construction, operation, 
maintenance and 
decommissioning activities 
may result in injury, 
mortality, sensory 
disturbance and change in 
habitat use. The amount, 
duration, frequency, and 
timing of disturbance are 
important to understand 
potential effects. Sensory 
disturbance may make 
adjacent habitats 
unsuitable for use by 
migratory birds and cause 
avoidance effects in many 
species.  
 
Lighting Attraction 
Night-flying birds may be 
attracted to lights, 
resulting in possible injury 
or mortality:  

• Equipment and 
building strikes; 

Section 5.1 of the MBCA describes prohibitions 
related to depositing substances harmful to 
migratory birds:  
“5.1 (1) No person or vessel shall deposit a 
substance that is harmful to migratory birds, or 
permit such a substance to be deposited, in 
waters or an area frequented by migratory 
birds or in a place from which the substance 
may enter such waters or such an area.   
        (2) No person or vessel shall deposit a 
substance to be deposited in any place if the 
substance, in combination with one or more 
substances, result in a substance – in waters 
or an area frequented by migratory birds or in a 
place from which it may enter such waters or 
such an area – that is harmful to migratory 
birds.”  
   
It is the responsibility of the proponent to 
ensure that activities are managed so as to 
ensure compliance with the MBCA and 
associated regulations.  
  
Further information can be found 
at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-
climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-
migratory-birds.html and Avoiding harm to 
migratory birds - Canada.ca.   
  

bridges, ledges or gutters. In developing mitigation 
measures, it is incumbent on the proponent to identify 
the best approach, based on the circumstances, to 
comply with the MBCA. The following should be 
considered during project planning:  

• Avoid scheduling high disturbance activities, such as 
vegetation clearing, during the regional nesting 
period for migratory birds. Information regarding 
regional nesting periods can be found at: Nesting 
periods - Canada.ca. Some species protected under 
the MBCA may nest outside these timeframes.   

• Nest searches or pre-clearing surveys during the 
breeding season are not supported as mitigation in 
most habitat types (e.g., forests, grasslands, 
wetlands) due to low detectability and high likelihood 
disturbance to nesting birds. 

• Nest searches may be effective when conducted by 
experienced observers using appropriate scientific 
methods in simple habitats with limited potential 
nesting locations or small migratory bird 
communities. Examples include urban parks with 
few trees, vacant lots with limited nest sites, 
previously cleared areas where ground nesters may 
use exposed soil or stockpiles, and structures such 
as bridges, towers, beacons, or buildings commonly 
used for nesting (e.g., by swallows, robins, phoebes, 
Common Nighthawks, and gulls). 

• The risk of impacting active nests or birds caring for 
pre-fledged chicks discovered during project 
activities outside of the regional nesting period can 
be minimized by measures such as the 
establishment of vegetated buffer zones around 
nests and minimization of activities in the immediate 
area until nesting is complete and chicks have 
naturally migrated from the area.  

• In developing and implementing a wildlife 
management plan, preventative measures to 
minimize the risk of impacts on migratory birds 
should be considered (see “Avoiding harm to 
migratory birds: guidelines to reduce the risk to 
migratory birds” 
at https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-
change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-
birds/reduce-risk-migratory-birds.html).  

 
Some ground nesting species of migratory birds, 
including the threatened (SARA) Common Nighthawk, 
and Killdeer, may be attracted to previously cleared 
areas for nesting in the spring and summer if there is a 
delay between clearing activities (e.g., clearing 
conducted during the fall/winter and construction 
scheduled in the spring and summer).  
 
In the event that a nest is discovered, it would be 
prudent for a proponent to consult ECCC and/or NS’ 
Department of Natural Resources (NS NR) (depending 
on the species) regarding appropriate buffers and other 

recognized prioritization 
frameworks (e.g., BCR 
priority species). 
 
The proponent should 
present proposed mitigation 
by: (1) clearly stating firm 
commitments to mitigation 
measures and 
demonstrating how the 
proponent intends to ensure 
compliance with the MBCA 
and its regulations; (2) 
defining objective criteria for 
determining when measures 
are not feasible; and (3) 
identifying contingency 
measures applicable across 
all project phases and 
seasons. 
 
The proponent should 
commit to scheduling high-
disturbance activities, 
including vegetation 
clearing, outside the core 
migratory bird breeding 
period (mid-April to late 
August). Pre-clearing nest 
searches are not supported 
as effective mitigation for 
most habitat types.  
 
The proponent should 
conduct targeted searches 
for Pileated Woodpecker 
nesting cavities in areas to 
be cleared for the project 
and, if cavities are found, 
develop mitigation 
measures to ensure 
compliance with the MBCA 
and its regulations. 
 
The proponent should also 
commit to follow-up 
monitoring to verify 
predicted effects and 
effectiveness of all 
mitigation measures, and to 
implementing adaptive 
management where 
adverse effects to migratory 
birds and their habitat occur. 
 
The proponent should 
provide additional 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/guidelines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/guidelines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/guidelines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds.html
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fenvironment-climate-change%2Fservices%2Favoiding-harm-migratory-birds%2Freduce-risk-migratory-birds.html&data=05|01|eaatlantic%40EC.GC.CA|c8878b41f99b40de76df08db1e52fe5d|740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4|0|0|638137115462022137|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=O7uBryxM957udiNm1ghCJoWpkWL22HwtKyfxQh8s6xQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fenvironment-climate-change%2Fservices%2Favoiding-harm-migratory-birds%2Freduce-risk-migratory-birds.html&data=05|01|eaatlantic%40EC.GC.CA|c8878b41f99b40de76df08db1e52fe5d|740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4|0|0|638137115462022137|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=O7uBryxM957udiNm1ghCJoWpkWL22HwtKyfxQh8s6xQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fenvironment-climate-change%2Fservices%2Favoiding-harm-migratory-birds%2Freduce-risk-migratory-birds.html&data=05|01|eaatlantic%40EC.GC.CA|c8878b41f99b40de76df08db1e52fe5d|740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4|0|0|638137115462022137|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=O7uBryxM957udiNm1ghCJoWpkWL22HwtKyfxQh8s6xQ%3D&reserved=0
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• Complete or partial 
incineration leading to 
death or injury;  

• Disorientation and 
increased energy 
expenditure, which 
may lead to 
exhaustion and 
increased predation.  

 
 
Accidental Releases of 
Hazardous Substances  
Adverse effects on 
migratory birds and their 
habitat could result from 
accidental release of 
hazardous substances 
(e.g., hydrocarbons). 
Depending on the nature 
of the release (e.g., 
toxicity, volume, exposure 
pathways), and the 
location and duration of 
the release, effects on 
wildlife could be acute, 
chronic, or both. 
Contamination of the 
environment through 
accidental spills can result 
in destruction or 
disturbance of nests and 
eggs, contamination of 
feathers, which can be 
detrimental to 
waterproofing capabilities, 
and change in food 
quantity/quality.    

mitigation measures, and to prepare and implement a 
monitoring plan to verify their efficacy.  
 
The Pileated Woodpecker is listed on Schedule 1 of the 
Migratory Birds Regulations, 2022, which provides 
additional legal protection for its nests. To avoid impacts 
to this species, ECCC recommends:  

• Conduct targeted surveys within vegetation clearing 
areas to identify suitable Pileated Woodpecker 
nesting habitat and confirm cavity presence and 
occupancy (with surveys in the Maritimes 
recommended in late June). 

• If abandoned cavities are identified on trees 
proposed for removal, notify ECCC through the 
Abandoned Nest Registry. 

• Where cavities are present, maintain the nest intact, 
establish a vegetated buffer, and monitor cavity 
occupancy for up to 36 months prior to removal; if 
construction overlaps the breeding season, 
implement measures to prevent disturbance. 

 
Sensory Disturbance caused by Noise 
ECCC-CWS recommends the following best 
management practices for noise disturbance issues:  

• Develop mitigations for programs that introduce 
very loud and random noise disturbance (e.g., 
blasting programs) during the migratory bird 
breeding season for their region.  

• Where possible, prioritize construction works in 
areas away from natural vegetation while working 
during the migratory bird breeding season. 
Conducting loud construction works adjacent to 
natural vegetation should be completed outside the 
migratory bird breeding season.  

• Keep all construction equipment and vehicles in 
good working order and loud machinery should be 
muffled if possible.  

 
Sensory Disturbance Caused by Lighting Attraction 
The proponent should consider the following mitigation 
measures when designing the Project’s Lighting Plan:  

• Use the minimum amount of aviation safety, 
warning and obstruction lighting needed on tall 
structures. Warning lights should flash and 
completely turn off between flashes; 

• Use the fewest number of site-illuminating lights 
possible in the project area. Only use strobe lights 
at night, at the lowest intensity and the smallest 
number of flashes per minute allowable by 
Transport Canada.  

• Reduce lighting levels during inclement weather 
events that may force migratory birds to land, or fly 
at lower altitudes, to prevent birds from landing in 
areas that would cause collisions; 

• Avoid or restrict the time of operation of exterior 
decorative lights such as spotlights and floodlights 

information on exhaust 
stack design and operation 
(e.g., timing, frequency, 
duration, temperature profile 
and extent of the exhaust 
plume) to enable 
assessment of risk. The 
proponent should also 
commit to monitoring for 
bird and bat mortality in the 
vicinity of the stack and to 
implementing adaptive 
management if mortality is 
detected. ECCC will be in a 
better position to comment 
on exhaust-related risks 
once this information is 
provided.  
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whose function is to highlight features of buildings 
or to illuminate an entire building. These lights, 
especially during periods of inclement weather, can 
draw birds from far away. Turn off these lights 
during migration season when the risk to birds is 
highest, and during periods when birds are 
dispersing from their nests or colonies; 

• Shield safety lighting so that the illumination shines 
down. Only install safety lighting where it is needed, 
without compromising safety; 

• Shield street and parking lot lighting so that little 
escapes into the sky, and it falls where it is 
required. Consider using LED lighting fixtures as 
they are generally less prone to light trespass; 

• Limit construction activities to the day and avoid 
illuminating habitat adjacent to the worksite(s); 

• Develop a Bird Monitoring and Management Plan 
that describes what measures will take place to 
avoid incidental take. The Plan should include:  
o Actions that will be used to prevent incidental 

take of migratory birds; 
o A mortality monitoring plan that includes 

corrections for searcher efficiency, carcass 
persistence, and searchable area. 

 
For further guidance regarding lighting attraction, please 
see the “International Light Pollution Guidelines for 
Migratory Species”.  
  
 

ECCC advises that mortality monitoring and/or 
carcass searches may require a CWS Scientific 
Migratory Birds Convention Act (MBCA) permit. 
Information on the MBCA permitting process can be 
found at scf-atlpermis-cws-atlpermits@ec.gc.ca. 

 
Bird mortality incidents of 10 or more birds in a 
single event, or an individual species at risk, should 
be reported via email to SCFATLEvaluationImpact-
CWSATLImpactAssessment@ec.gc.ca.    

 
Accidental Releases of Hazardous Substances 
The proponent must ensure that all precautions are 
taken by the contractors to prevent fuel leaks from 
equipment, and that a contingency plan in case of oil 
spills is prepared. Furthermore, the proponent should 
ensure that contractors are aware that under the MBCA, 
“no person shall deposit or permit to be deposited oil, oil 
wastes or any substance harmful to migratory birds in 
any waters or any area frequented by migratory birds”. 
Biodegradable alternatives to petroleum-based 
chainsaw bar oil and hydraulic for heavy machinery are 
commonly available from major manufacturers. Such 
biodegradable fluids should be considered for use in 
place of petroleum products whenever possible, as a 
standard for best practices. Fueling and servicing of 
equipment should not take place within 30-metres of 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.int%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublication%2Fcms_light_pollution_guidelines_complete_0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBrian.Koval%40ec.gc.ca%7Cc2864e909b2b401214a908ddcabdecf7%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638889639259480938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i5FAlv4FXUN%2FZzyPGcnEiSd2f7MzZfqBazejfyvxgXk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.int%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublication%2Fcms_light_pollution_guidelines_complete_0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBrian.Koval%40ec.gc.ca%7Cc2864e909b2b401214a908ddcabdecf7%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638889639259480938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i5FAlv4FXUN%2FZzyPGcnEiSd2f7MzZfqBazejfyvxgXk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:scf-atlpermis-cws-atlpermits@ec.gc.ca
mailto:SCFATLEvaluationImpact-CWSATLImpactAssessment@ec.gc.ca
mailto:SCFATLEvaluationImpact-CWSATLImpactAssessment@ec.gc.ca
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environmentally sensitive areas, including shorelines 
and wetlands.   
  
ECCC recommends incorporating a Wildlife Emergency 
Response Plan into emergency response contingency 
plans for scenarios that may impact avifauna directly 
(injury or mortality, e.g., polluting incident) or indirectly 
(collisions causing mortality, stranding due to light 
attraction).   
  
For consideration in emergency response and 
contingency planning related to accidents and 
malfunctions, ECCC has prepared Guidelines for 
Effective Wildlife Response Plans (ECCC 2022) 
available online at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/wildlife-
plants-species/national-wildlife-emergency-
framework.html. Plans should include:   

• Measures to deter migratory birds from coming 
into contact with the oil or polluting substance;   

• Measures undertaken if individuals of migratory 
birds and/or sensitive habitat become 
contaminated; and   

• The type, extent of monitoring, and reporting in 
relation to various spill events.   

  
The proponent is responsible for ensuring that all 
precautions are taken by the contractors to prevent fuel 
leaks from equipment, and that a contingency plan is 
prepared in the case of spills. Furthermore, the 
proponent should ensure that contractors are aware of 
s.5.1 MBCA prohibitions.   
 

ECCC-02 Species at 
Risk, Species 
of 
Conservation 
Concern, and 
their habitat  

The activities linked 
to the construction, 
operation, 
maintenance and 
decommissioning of 
the proposed Project 
could have adverse 
effects on terrestrial 
wildlife including 
species at risk listed 
on the Species at 
Risk Act (SARA), or 
Species of 
Conservation 
Concern (SOCC) 
assessed by the 
Committee on the 
Status of 
Endangered Wildlife 
in Canada 
(COSEWIC) (e.g., 
birds, terrestrial 
mammals, 
amphibians, reptiles, 

The nature of effects 
of the project on 
species at risk 
(including their 
residences and 
critical habitat 
defined under the 
SARA) can vary 
based on a number 
of factors, including: 
project location, 
duration, scale, and 
configuration; 
ancillary project 
activities (e.g., land 
clearing, operation, 
etc.); existing 
cumulative effects; 
the type of habitat 
that may be 
disturbed; and 
sensitivity of species 
found in the project 
area. The pathway 

Habitat Loss and 
Alteration  
(example: land clearing, 
site preparation, etc.) 
Clearing and other 
activities that cause 
habitat loss or alteration 
may lead to destruction, 
disturbance and 
fragmentation of habitat 
(foraging, nesting), habitat 
avoidance, sensory 
disturbance, and the 
inadvertent disturbance 
and destruction of 
individual migratory bird 
species at risk and their 
nests and eggs, or of 
individual non-migratory 
bird species at risk, their 
residences and critical 
habitat.  
 

The purpose of the Species at Risk 
Act (SARA) is to 1) prevent wildlife species 
from extirpation or extinction, and 2) provide 
for the recovery of wildlife species that are 
extirpated, endangered or threatened as a 
result of human activity.   
 
The list of species protected by the SARA can 
be found on the Species at Risk Public 
Registry. Under SARA s.79. (1), “Every person 
who is required by or under an Act of 
Parliament to ensure that an assessment of 
the environmental effects of a project is 
conducted, and every authority who makes a 
determination under paragraph 82(a) or (b) of 
the Impact Assessment Act in relation to a 
project, must, without delay, notify the 
competent minister or ministers in writing of the 
project if it is likely to affect a listed wildlife 
species or its critical habitat."    
 
Under section 79(2) of SARA, “The person 
must also identify the adverse effects of the 
project on listed wildlife species and its critical 

ECCC provides the following recommendations to avoid 
and minimize potential adverse impacts on species at 
risk.  
 
Habitat Loss and Alteration caused by Vegetation 
Clearing  
ECCC recommends that proponents establish buffer 
zones or setback distances to minimize potential 
impacts from disturbance activities. A 30 m buffer is 
likely not sufficient to address impacts on SAR, ground-
nesting species, or highly mobile chicks of certain 
species. Should the nests of a migratory bird species at 
risk or any unfledged chicks be discovered, proponents 
should establish an appropriate-sized buffer for the 
relevant species. In general, ECCC recommends the 
following buffers for landbird SAR during the breeding 
season: 

• Low disturbance activities (e.g., site monitoring) – 50 
metres 

• Medium disturbance activities (e.g., sensory 
disturbance) – 150 metres 

• High disturbance activities (e.g., clearing, use of 
heavy equipment) – 300 metres 

The proponent should 
present proposed mitigation 
by: (1) clearly stating firm 
commitments to mitigation 
measures; (2) defining 
objective criteria for 
determining when measures 
are not feasible; and (3) 
identifying contingency 
measures applicable across 
all project phases and 
seasons. 
 
The proponent should 
commit to scheduling high-
disturbance activities, 
including vegetation 
clearing, outside the core 
migratory bird breeding 
period (mid-April to late 
August). Pre-clearing nest 
searches are not supported 
as effective mitigation for 
most habitat types.  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fservices%2Fenvironment%2Fwildlife-plants-species%2Fnational-wildlife-emergency-framework.html&data=05%7C02%7Csydney.roberts%40ec.gc.ca%7C194e2aa6f23e4fc799b908ddf47e8f59%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638935546608706728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hfGz7s7nPV%2BqbUc3wSrgSuOd2S4%2FSHQBaklM2%2FfIrhU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fservices%2Fenvironment%2Fwildlife-plants-species%2Fnational-wildlife-emergency-framework.html&data=05%7C02%7Csydney.roberts%40ec.gc.ca%7C194e2aa6f23e4fc799b908ddf47e8f59%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638935546608706728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hfGz7s7nPV%2BqbUc3wSrgSuOd2S4%2FSHQBaklM2%2FfIrhU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fservices%2Fenvironment%2Fwildlife-plants-species%2Fnational-wildlife-emergency-framework.html&data=05%7C02%7Csydney.roberts%40ec.gc.ca%7C194e2aa6f23e4fc799b908ddf47e8f59%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638935546608706728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hfGz7s7nPV%2BqbUc3wSrgSuOd2S4%2FSHQBaklM2%2FfIrhU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry.html
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arthropods, lichen, 
mosses, and 
vascular plants), and 
their habitat (e.g., 
wetlands).  
 
Based on the Initial 
Project Description, 
SARA-listed and 
COSEWIC-
assessed species 
that may occur in the 
project area include: 
Black Ash 
(Threatened), Bank 
Swallow 
(Threatened), Barn 
Swallow 
(Threatened), 
Bobolink 
(Threatened), 
Canada Warbler 
(Threatened), 
Common Nighthawk 
(Special Concern), 
Eastern Wood-
pewee (Special 
Concern), Evening 
Grosbeak (Special 
Concern), Olive-
sided Flycatcher 
(Special Concern), 
Monarch 
(Endangered), and 
Myotis spp. bats 
(Endangered). 
 

through which 
potential effects are 
conveyed will 
depend on the land, 
air and water 
constituents 
associated with the 
site along with the 
behavioural 
adaptability, 
presence and 
interaction with the 
species limiting 
factor (e.g., habitat 
supporting staging, 
nesting, roosting, or 
foraging) and 
population resilience.  

Projects involving the 
construction of linear 
footprints can cause the 
loss, fragmentation and 
alteration of habitat and 
may result in direct 
adverse effects on species 
at risk during important 
life-stages. Linear 
disturbances may also 
cause connectivity issues 
and/or facilitate the 
movement of predators 
into an area and increase 
hunting access and 
efficiency.  
 
There is a higher risk that 
these effects would be 
more severe for migratory 
birds that are also SAR 
and species where habitat 
is sensitive to disturbance 
(e.g., wetlands) or where 
there is already a high 
degree of cumulative 
effects to habitat and 
individuals. Destruction 
and/or disturbance of 
habitat can have 
increased impacts on SAR 
individuals, residence(s), 
and their critical habitat, 
which can lead to changes 
in prey and predator 
dynamics, loss of food 
resources, loss of 
breeding areas, changes 
in migration or movement, 
and increased risk of 
mortality. For example, 
certain species of 
migratory birds (e.g., Bank 
Swallow, Common 
Nighthawk) may nest in 
large piles of soil left 
unattended/unvegetated 
during the most critical 
period of breeding season.  
 
Sensory Disturbance  
Noise and vibrations from 
site preparation, use of 
heavy equipment and 
blasting, artificial lighting, 
human presence and 
disturbance from 

habitat and, if the project is carried out, must 
ensure that measures are taken to avoid or 
lessen adverse effects and to monitor 
them”.  Mitigation measures must be 
consistent with recovery strategies and action 
plans for the species. Indirect and direct effects 
should be considered.  
The proponent must manage activities to 
ensure compliance with the SARA and 
associated regulations. SARA Policy 
Guidelines (2016) are available at: Species at 
Risk Act: addressing considerations - 
Canada.ca   
 
Important Note: ECCC-CWS also 
recommends that the province be contacted for 
technical expertise on species at risk under 
their jurisdiction (e.g. bats, reptiles, 
amphibians, land-mammals, insects, plants, 
lichen, and birds not protected by the MBCA, 
such as raptors).  
 
Notification and Identification of Effects 
(SARA s. 79(1)(2)  
Subsection 79(2) of SARA establishes a 
requirement to avoid or lessen all (direct and 
indirect) adverse effects of a project on listed 
wildlife species and critical habitat, regardless 
of the significance of those effects. Thus, in 
developing mitigation measures for listed 
wildlife species, the approach should be 
systematic and rigorous. The following 
mitigation sequence should be followed:  

1. Avoidance of the adverse effect.  
2. Minimization of the adverse effect.  
3. Restitution for the adverse effect (e.g., 

replacement, restoration or 
compensation/conservation 
allowances).   

 

• Very high disturbance activities (e.g. blasting) – 
1000 metres.  

 
In the event that a migratory bird SAR nest is discovered 
during activities, it is prudent for the proponent to consult 
ECCC and/or NS NR (depending on the species), 
regarding appropriate buffers and other mitigation 
measures, and to prepare and implement a monitoring 
plan to verify their efficacy. 
 
Sensory Disturbance caused by Noise 
ECCC recommends the following best management 
practices for noise disturbance issues:  

• Develop mitigation for programs that introduce very 
loud and random noise disturbance (e.g., blasting 
programs) during the migratory bird breeding 
season for their region.  

• Where possible, prioritize construction works in 
areas away from natural vegetation while working 
during the migratory bird breeding season. 
Conducting loud construction works adjacent to 
natural vegetation should be completed outside the 
migratory bird breeding season.  

• Keep all construction equipment and vehicles in 
good working order and loud machinery should be 
muffled if possible.  

 
Sensory Disturbance caused by Lighting Attraction 
The proponent should consider the following mitigation 
measures when designing the Project’s Lighting Plan:  

• Use the minimum amount of aviation safety, 
warning and obstruction lighting needed on tall 
structures. Warning lights should flash and 
completely turn off between flashes; 

• Use the fewest number of site-illuminating lights 
possible in the project area. Only use strobe lights 
at night, at the lowest intensity and the smallest 
number of flashes per minute allowable by 
Transport Canada.  

• Reduce lighting levels during inclement weather 
events that may force migratory birds to land, or fly 
at lower altitudes, to prevent birds from landing in 
areas that would cause collisions; 

• Avoid or restrict the time of operation of exterior 
decorative lights such as spotlights and floodlights 
whose function is to highlight features of buildings 
or to illuminate an entire building. These lights, 
especially during periods of inclement weather, can 
draw birds from far away. Turn off these lights 
during migration season when the risk to birds is 
highest, and during periods when birds are 
dispersing from their nests or colonies; 

• Shield safety lighting so that the illumination shines 
down. Only install safety lighting where it is needed, 
without compromising safety; 

 
 With respect to species at 
risk, the proponent should 
identify potential adverse 
effects on listed species and 
critical habitat and 
implement mitigation 
measures that are 
consistent with applicable 
Recovery Strategies, Action 
Plans, and Management 
Plans, and that comply with 
the requirements of the 
Species at Risk Act. 
 
The proponent should also 
commit to follow-up 
monitoring to verify 
predicted effects and 
mitigation effectiveness, and 
to implementing adaptive 
management where 
adverse effects to species 
at risk or their critical habitat 
occur. 
 
The proponent should 
provide additional 
information on exhaust 
stack design and operation 
(e.g., timing, frequency, 
duration, temperature profile 
and extent of the exhaust 
plume) to enable 
assessment of risk. The 
proponent should also 
commit to monitoring for 
bird and bat mortality in the 
vicinity of the stack and to 
implementing adaptive 
management if mortality is 
detected. ECCC will be in a 
better position to comment 
on exhaust-related risks 
once this information is 
provided.  
 
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/policies-guidelines/addressing-considerations.html#_Is_more_than
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/policies-guidelines/addressing-considerations.html#_Is_more_than
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/policies-guidelines/addressing-considerations.html#_Is_more_than
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construction, operation, 
maintenance and 
decommissioning activities 
may result in injury, 
mortality, sensory 
disturbance and change in 
habitat use. The amount, 
duration, frequency, and 
timing of disturbance are 
important to understand 
potential effects. Sensory 
disturbance may make 
adjacent habitats 
unsuitable for use by 
species at risk and cause 
avoidance effects in many 
species.  
 
Lighting Attraction 
Night-flying SAR birds 
may be attracted to lights, 
resulting in possible injury 
or mortality:  

• Equipment and 
building strikes; 

• Complete or partial 
incineration leading to 
death or injury;  

• Disorientation and 
increased energy 
expenditure, which 
may lead to 
exhaustion and 
increased predation.  

 
Accidental Releases of 
Hazardous Substances  
Adverse effects on 
species at risk and their 
habitat could result from 
accidental release of 
hazardous substances 
(e.g., hydrocarbons). 
Depending on the nature 
of the release (e.g., 
toxicity, volume, exposure 
pathways), and the 
location and duration of 
the release, effects on 
species at risk could be 
acute, chronic, or both. 
Contamination of the 
environment through 
accidental spills can result 
in destruction or 
disturbance of nests and 
eggs, contamination of 

• Shield street and parking lot lighting so that little 
escapes into the sky, and it falls where it is 
required. Consider using LED lighting fixtures as 
they are generally less prone to light trespass; 

• Limit construction activities to the day and avoid 
illuminating habitat adjacent to the worksite(s); 

• Develop a Bird Monitoring and Management Plan 
that describes what measures will take place to 
avoid incidental take. The Plan should include:  

o Actions that will be used to prevent 
incidental take of migratory birds; 

o A mortality monitoring plan that 
includes corrections for searcher 
efficiency, carcass persistence, and 
searchable area. 
 

For further guidance regarding lighting attraction, please 
see the “International Light Pollution Guidelines for 
Migratory Species”.  
 

•  

ECCC advises that mortality monitoring and/or carcass 
searches may require a CWS Scientific Migratory Birds 
Convention Act (MBCA) permit. Information on the 
MBCA permitting process can be found at scf-atlpermis-
cws-atlpermits@ec.gc.ca. 

 
Bird mortality incidents of 10 or more birds in a single 
event, or an individual species at risk, should be 
reported via email to SCFATLEvaluationImpact-
CWSATLImpactAssessment@ec.gc.ca.    
 
Accidental Releases of Hazardous Substances 
The proponent must ensure that all precautions are 
taken by the contractors to prevent fuel leaks from 
equipment, and that a contingency plan in case of oil 
spills is prepared. Furthermore, the proponent should 
ensure that contractors are aware that under the MBCA, 
“no person shall deposit or permit to be deposited oil, oil 
wastes or any substance harmful to migratory birds in 
any waters or any area frequented by migratory birds”. 
Biodegradable alternatives to petroleum-based 
chainsaw bar oil and hydraulic for heavy machinery are 
commonly available from major manufacturers. Such 
biodegradable fluids should be considered for use in 
place of petroleum products whenever possible, as a 
standard for best practices. Fueling and servicing of 
equipment should not take place within 30-metres of 
environmentally sensitive areas, including shorelines 
and wetlands.   
  
ECCC recommends incorporating a Wildlife Emergency 
Response Plan into emergency response contingency 
plans for scenarios that may impact avifauna directly 
(injury or mortality, e.g., polluting incident) or indirectly 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.int%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublication%2Fcms_light_pollution_guidelines_complete_0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBrian.Koval%40ec.gc.ca%7Cc2864e909b2b401214a908ddcabdecf7%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638889639259480938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i5FAlv4FXUN%2FZzyPGcnEiSd2f7MzZfqBazejfyvxgXk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.int%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublication%2Fcms_light_pollution_guidelines_complete_0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBrian.Koval%40ec.gc.ca%7Cc2864e909b2b401214a908ddcabdecf7%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638889639259480938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i5FAlv4FXUN%2FZzyPGcnEiSd2f7MzZfqBazejfyvxgXk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:scf-atlpermis-cws-atlpermits@ec.gc.ca
mailto:scf-atlpermis-cws-atlpermits@ec.gc.ca
mailto:SCFATLEvaluationImpact-CWSATLImpactAssessment@ec.gc.ca
mailto:SCFATLEvaluationImpact-CWSATLImpactAssessment@ec.gc.ca
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feathers, which can be 
detrimental to 
waterproofing capabilities, 
and change in food 
quantity/quality.   
  

(collisions causing mortality, stranding due to light 
attraction).   
  
For consideration in emergency response and 
contingency planning related to accidents and 
malfunctions, ECCC has prepared Guidelines for 
Effective Wildlife Response Plans (ECCC 2022) 
available online at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/wildlife-
plants-species/national-wildlife-emergency-
framework.html. Plans should include:   

• Measures to deter migratory birds from coming 
into contact with the oil or polluting substance;   

• Measures undertaken if individuals of migratory 
birds and/or sensitive habitat become 
contaminated; and   

• The type, extent of monitoring, and reporting in 
relation to various spill events.   

  
The proponent is responsible for ensuring that all 
precautions are taken by the contractors to prevent fuel 
leaks from equipment, and that a contingency plan is 
prepared in the case of spills. Furthermore, the 
proponent should ensure that contractors are aware of 
s.5.1 MBCA prohibitions.   
 

ECCC-03 Wetland 
alteration and 
destruction 

Through field 
surveys and wetland 
functional 
assessments, Strum 
has identified 
several wetlands 
within the project 
and focus areas, 
including six that will 
be directly impacted 
by project activities.  
 
Six potential 
wetlands of special 
significance (WSS) 
were identified   
 
The activities linked 
to the construction, 
operation, 
maintenance, and 
decommissioning of 
the proposed project 
could have adverse 
effects on wetlands 
and their ecological 
functions.  
 
 

Carrying out the 
project, particularly 
the activities related 
to construction, may 
alter the existing 
hydrological regimes 
essential for 
maintaining wetlands 
and thus affect the 
quality or availability 
of habitat for 
migratory birds, SAR, 
and other wildlife. 

The destruction and 
alteration of wetlands is 
likely to have adverse 
effects on migratory birds 
and SAR that use these 
areas for breeding, 
foraging, resting and 
migration. 
 
 

Wetlands provide important habitat and food 
sources for many species of migratory birds 
and SAR, the loss of which may contribute to 
adverse impacts to species that fall under 
federal jurisdiction under the Migratory Birds 
Convention Act and its associated regulations 
(MBR 2022) and the Species at Risk Act 
(SARA).  
 
The Federal Sustainable Development 
Strategy Act enables the Federal Sustainable 
Development Strategy 2022-2026 that 
identifies the Government of Canada’s 
commitment to the protection of biodiversity 
and reducing the degradation of natural 
habitats, including wetlands.  
 

To promote wetland conservation, which is vital to many 
migratory birds and species at risk, ECCC recommends 
the following general beneficial management practices:  

• Developments on wetlands should be avoided.  

• Where development does occur in the vicinity of 
wetlands, a minimum vegetation buffer zone of 30 
metres should be maintained around existing 
wetland areas.  

• Hydrological function of the wetland should be 
maintained.  

• Runoff from development should be directed away 
from wetlands.  

• Implement a 30-metre buffer from the high-water 
mark of any water body (1:100 Flood Zone) to 
maintain movement corridors for migratory birds.  

 
The impact assessment should include information on 
how the proponent intends to avoid, minimize or mitigate 
the potential loss of wetlands. Where avoidance or 
minimization is not possible, the proponent may develop 
a Wetland Compensation Plan that outlines measures to 
offset the residual loss of wetland habitat and/or function 
as a result of the Project. More information can be found 
at Operational Framework for Use of Conservation 
Allowances (publications.gc.ca).   
 
ECCC advocates the goal of no net loss of biodiversity 
for all development projects that have the potential to 
adversely affect biodiversity under their mandate. The 
disturbance or loss of wetlands may have adverse 
effects on migratory birds and species at risk that use 

ECCC recommends the 
development of a Wetland 
Compensation Plan that 
fully describes the mitigation 
hierarchy, including:  

• Identification of 
wetlands potentially 
affected by the project,  

• A detailed description of 
potential effects, and 
the reasons why 
avoidance and 
minimization of impacts 
were determined to not 
be possible, and 

• Identification and 
justification of proposed 
offset ratios.  

 
As a mitigation measure to 
compensate for the lost 
wetland habitat function 
associated with migratory 
birds and species at risk or 
species of conservation 
concern, in instances where 
such habitat cannot be 
avoided, ECCC 

recommends the use of 
conservation allowances as 
the last step in the 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fservices%2Fenvironment%2Fwildlife-plants-species%2Fnational-wildlife-emergency-framework.html&data=05%7C02%7Csydney.roberts%40ec.gc.ca%7C194e2aa6f23e4fc799b908ddf47e8f59%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638935546608706728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hfGz7s7nPV%2BqbUc3wSrgSuOd2S4%2FSHQBaklM2%2FfIrhU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fservices%2Fenvironment%2Fwildlife-plants-species%2Fnational-wildlife-emergency-framework.html&data=05%7C02%7Csydney.roberts%40ec.gc.ca%7C194e2aa6f23e4fc799b908ddf47e8f59%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638935546608706728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hfGz7s7nPV%2BqbUc3wSrgSuOd2S4%2FSHQBaklM2%2FfIrhU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fservices%2Fenvironment%2Fwildlife-plants-species%2Fnational-wildlife-emergency-framework.html&data=05%7C02%7Csydney.roberts%40ec.gc.ca%7C194e2aa6f23e4fc799b908ddf47e8f59%7C740c5fd36e8b41769cc9454dbe4e62c4%7C0%7C0%7C638935546608706728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hfGz7s7nPV%2BqbUc3wSrgSuOd2S4%2FSHQBaklM2%2FfIrhU%3D&reserved=0
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2012/ec/En14-77-2012-eng.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2012/ec/En14-77-2012-eng.pdf
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these areas for breeding, foraging, resting and 
migration.  
 
ECCC requests the opportunity to review any wetland 
assessments and monitoring plans, once prepared.  

mitigation hierarchy of 
avoidance, minimization, 
on-site restoration and 
offsetting.  

ECCC-04 Effects to fish 
and fish 
habitat, water 
quality and 
Indigenous 
Peoples from 
the unplanned 
releases of 
substances to 
the 
environment 

Site preparation, 
construction, and 
decommissioning 
phases will involve 
extensive use of 
gasoline and diesel-
powered heavy 
equipment. 
Equipment used 
during these phases 
may also contain 
hydraulic oils and 
lubricants. 
 
Operation of the 
facility will involve 
use of natural gas 
delivered via 
pipeline, as well as 
diesel fuel delivered 
to the site by truck 
and stored on-site. 
Other substances 
may be used and / 
or stored as part of 
project operations 
including lubricating 
oil and ethylene 
glycol. 
 
Given the hazardous 
nature of several of 
the substances that 
will be handled, 
stored, and used for 
the project, there is 
potential for non-
negligible adverse 
effects within federal 
jurisdiction if 
accidents and 
malfunctions result 
in the release of 
these substances to 
the land, air, or 
water. 

The proposed project 
involves the storage, 
handling, and use of 
hazardous 
substances during all 
project phases. 
Accidents and 
malfunctions 
resulting in the 
release of these 
hazardous 
substances to the 
land, air, or water 
could result in non-
negligible adverse 
impacts to areas 
under federal 
jurisdiction including 
fish and fish habitat, 
water quality, 
migratory birds, or 
changes to the 
environment 
resulting in non-
negligible adverse 
impacts to 
Indigenous Peoples 
of Canada. 

Accidents and 
malfunctions that may 
occur over the life of the 
project are not unusual in 
terms of complexity or 
scale, and many can be 
addressed through 
implementation of 
industry standard 
practices and mitigation 
measures at all phases of 
the project.  
 
Nonetheless, even with 
the implementation of 
best practices and 
mitigation measures, 
there remains residual 
risk that accidents and 
malfunctions associated 
with the project could 
have non-negligible 
adverse effects under 
federal jurisdiction and 
within ECCC’s mandate, 
including non-negligible 
adverse changes to fish 
and fish habitat, water 
quality, migratory birds, 
and changes to the 
environment resulting in 
non-negligible adverse 
impacts to Indigenous 
Peoples of Canada. 
 
ECCC provides 
environmental emergency 
management planning 
advice and guidance 
related to potential 
accidents and 
malfunctions involving 
unplanned or uncontrolled 
releases or spills of 
hazardous substances into 
the environment, including 
scenarios where such 
releases could result in 
non-negligeable adverse 
environmental effects 
within ECCC’s mandate. 
These effects include 

During all project phases, accidents and 
malfunctions could result in the release of 
hazardous substances to the environment, with 
potential non-negligible adverse changes to 
areas under federal jurisdiction, including fish 
and fish habitat, water quality, migratory birds, 
or changes to the environment resulting in non-
negligible adverse impacts to Indigenous 
Peoples of Canada.  
 

Mitigation measures and plans will be important during 
all phases of the project, given that activities during 
these phases could result in release of hazardous 
substances to the environment in the event of an 
accident or malfunction. The proponent has outlined 
within their initial project description (section 15) a suite 
of mitigation measures and plans that would reduce the 
risk of accidents and malfunctions and mitigate the 
impacts should accidents and malfunctions occur. These 
include: 

• Using secondary containment for storage tanks 
containing hazardous substances to prevent their 
release completely or minimize the amount that enters 
the environment in the event of an accident or 
malfunction. 

• Keeping appropriately stocked spill kits and spill 
response equipment on site and available at all 
locations where spills could occur (including on mobile 
equipment), enabling rapid containment and clean-up 
of any hazardous substance that enters the 
environment. 

• Locating fuel storage areas, refuelling, and equipment 
maintenance a minimum of 30 m from watercourses, 
wetlands, and groundwater features 

• Carrying out regular inspections of equipment. 

• Developing comprehensive plans, including a spill 
prevention and response plan, emergency response 
plan, and fire prevention and evacuation plan, which 
will outline procedures and practices to reduce the risk 
of accidents and malfunctions and equip responders 
with the knowledge and information necessary to 
rapidly and effectively respond if they occur. 

 
Part 8 of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 
1999 on environmental emergencies (sections 193 to 
205) addresses the prevention of, preparedness for, 
response to, and recovery from environmental 
emergencies caused by uncontrolled, unplanned, or 
accidental releases. It also addresses the reduction of 
any foreseeable likelihood of releases of toxic or other 
hazardous substances listed in Schedule 1 of the 
Environmental Emergency Regulations, 2019. This act 
may apply if Schedule 1 substances onsite meet or 
exceed the threshold to be regulated under the 
Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999. Technical 
Guidelines for the Environmental Emergency 
Regulations, 2019 may be found at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-
change/services/environmental-emergencies-
program/regulations/technical-guidelines.html  

The proponent should 
commit to implementing all 
mitigation measures and 
developing all plans 
mentioned in the initial 
project description, as these 
will help to reduce the risk of 
accidents and malfunctions, 
as well as to mitigate 
environmental impacts 
should they occur. 
 
As the project is further 
planned and developed, the 
proponent is encouraged to 
adopt all relevant industry 
best-practices regarding 
prevention, preparedness, 
response, and recovery in 
the context of spills resulting 
from accidents and 
malfunctions. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-emergencies-program/regulations/technical-guidelines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-emergencies-program/regulations/technical-guidelines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-emergencies-program/regulations/technical-guidelines.html
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impacts to fish and fish 
habitat, migratory birds, 
and changes to the 
environment resulting in 
non-negligible adverse 
impacts to Indigenous 
Peoples of Canada. 
Additionally, ECCC 
coordinates expert review 
of atmospheric transport 
and dispersion modelling 
of airborne contaminants, 
the fate and behaviour of 
contaminants, and 
hydrologic trajectory 
modelling of contaminants 
in water. 

ECCC-05 Greenhouse 
Gas 
Emissions 
Assessment 

GHG emissions and 
climate change. The 
construction, 
operation, and 
decommissioning of 
the proposed Project 
will result in GHG 
emissions and may 
impact carbon sinks.  
GHG emissions 
during operations is 
estimated by the 
Proponent to be 
325,594 t CO2/yr 
which are an 
important amount to 
consider. 

N/A The assessment of the 
impact on carbon sinks 
and GHG emissions 
(including upstream 
emissions) from this 
project would be relevant 
in considering the extent 
to which the effects of the 
designated project hinder 
or contribute to the 
Government of Canada’s 
ability to meet its 
environmental obligations 
and its commitments in 
respect of climate change 
(IAA s.22(i) factor to be 
considered).  
 
Should the Project be 
subject to an impact 
assessment under the 
Impact Assessment Act 
(IAA), the Strategic 
Assessment of Climate 
Change (SACC) would 
apply. 
 
 

Designated projects that require an Impact 
Assessment (IA) under the Impact 
Assessment Act (IAA), regardless of whether 
they are  federally or provincially regulated, 
must consider the Project’s GHG emissions in 
terms of the Projects’ contribution to Canada’s 
ability to meet its environmental obligations 
and its commitments in respect of climate 
change.  
 
Application of the Strategic Assessment of 
Climate Change (SACC), as determined by 
IAAC, would generate the information to 
determine if the Project will contribute to 
Canada’s climate change objectives and will 
inform the federal Minister’s IA decision for the 
Project. 
 
 

The Strategic Assessment of Climate Change (SACC) 
was published in 2020 and works in conjunction with 
the Impact Assessment Act to provide guidance on how 
to consider climate change throughout federal impact 
assessments.  
 
Proponents may find the technical guidance of the 
SACC helpful in assessing the impacts to climate 
change and in ensuring consistent, predictable, efficient 
and transparent consideration of impacts to climate 
change. Information typically requested for the project 
description is outlined in the SACC (including section 
4.1) and the draft Technical Guide (including sections 
2.4, 3.3, and 4.2).  
 
Should IAAC determine an IA under the IAA is required 
for the Project, the SACC would apply, as circumstances 
warrant, to determine the extent to which the effects of 
the Project contribute to the Government of Canada’s 
ability to meet its environmental obligations and its 
commitments in respect of climate change . 
 

ECCC recommends that the 
Project’s GHG emissions 
and climate change impacts 
be assessed and mitigated 
consistent with guidance in 
the SACC. 
 
The Proponent is 
encouraged to provide the 
methodology, data, 
emission factors and 
assumptions used for the 
GHG emission estimate, 
and information on 
measures being considered 
to reduce the project’s GHG 
emissions on an ongoing 
basis, including conversion 
to low-carbon fuels. 
 
Technical guidance on the 
SACC can be found here. 

ECCC-06 Air Emissions Release of 
emissions through 
the combustion of 
natural gas or diesel 
 

Given the nature and 
magnitude of the 
emissions from the 
proposed facility, 
dispersion of 
emissions will result 
in elevated ambient 
air concentrations in 
the vicinity of the 
proposed facility but 
are unlikely to result 
in any significant 

ECCC provides expertise 
on the fate of air 
emissions to help support 
Health Canada’s 
assessment of potential 
impacts within the federal 
mandate. 

Any potential effect within federal jurisdiction 
would be related to Indigenous health impact 
from ambient concentrations in the immediate 
vicinity of the proposed facility.  Details of this 
would fall under the purview of Health Canada. 

The prevalent use of natural gas will minimize air quality 
emissions compared to any other choice of fossil fuels, 
and a small buffer around the facility could also be 
sufficient (the location of any fenceline was not apparent 
from the provided documentation) to limit exposure. 
 
The proponent should reference the Federal Guidelines 
for Stationary Gas Turbines, which provide applicable 
standards and expectations for NOₓ control in such 
installations.  
 

The proponent has already 
provided credible emissions 
scenarios and 
accompanying modelling, so 
no further information or 
studies would be needed to 
assess the fate of 
emissions.  Even when 
background concentrations 
are included, all ambient 
concentrations predicted 
under maximum emission 

https://www.strategicassessmentclimatechange.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/draft-technical-guide-strategic-assessment-climate-change.html
https://www.strategicassessmentclimatechange.ca/
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impacts in relation to 
the federal mandate. 

rate, operational scenarios 
fall below existing ambient 
air quality criteria.   

ECCC-07 Water Quality The activities linked 
to the construction,  
operation, and 
decommissioning of 
infrastructure can 
have adverse effects 
on the quality of 
groundwater and 
surface water.  
 
Constructing and 
maintaining access 
roads, excavating or 
reworking of soils, 
sediments or rocks, 
and drilling may 
result in the deposit 
of contaminants to 
watercourses and 
water bodies and 
result in adverse 
effects on water 
quality. 
 
Works near water 
during construction 
activities may result 
in disruption of soils, 
rock, and 
streambanks 
causing erosion and 
result in deposition 
of soils and 
sediments to 
waterbodies. Soils 
and sediments can 
also enter 
waterbodies through 
streambed 
disturbance. These 
suspended solids 
can have adverse 
effects on water 
quality.  
 
Contaminants may 
be introduced into 
waterbodies through 
stormwater 
discharge, 
groundwater 
resurgence, or spills 
resulting in adverse 

Accidental spills can 
release contaminants 
to watercourses and 
waterbodies 
 
Disturbance of pre-
existing 
contamination can 
affect adjacent 
watercourses 
 
Increased sediment 
concentrations and 
transport in surface 
water due to 
vegetation clearing, 
increased erosion on 
the project footprint, 
and erosion along 
effluent discharge 
channel 

ECCC provides expertise 
on water quality to help 
support the assessment of 
potential impacts on water 
quality on nearby 
Indigenous Communities. 
 
Environment and Climate 
Change Canada (ECCC) 
is responsible for the 
administration of  
subsection 36(3) to (6) of 
the Fisheries Act which 
prohibits the deposit of a 
deleterious substance in 
waters frequented by fish 
unless authorized by 
regulations. 
 
The nature of potential 
impacts to water quality is 
common to this project 
type 

 Any potential effect within federal jurisdiction 
would be related to the release of 
contaminants into watercourses and 
waterbodies that could lead to effects on fish or 
fish habitat or of migratory birds as well as 
nearby Indigenous Communities. 
 
The groundwater and surface water modelling 
and monitoring would help determine the 
potential extent of any impacts. 
 

 Standard mitigation measures can be implemented to 
ensure water quality beyond the immediate project site 
is not significantly impacted. 

Results from groundwater 
and surface water modelling 
and monitoring could be 
used to help determine the 
appropriate mitigation 
measures to be 
implemented. 
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effects on water 
quality.  
 
Adverse effects to 
water quality could, 
in turn, result in 
adverse effects to 
sensitive ecosystem 
receptors. 
 
 

ECCC-08 Water quality - 
effluent 
discharge 

The proposed 
project would 
generate reject 
process water to be 
directed to a settling 
pond, treated, and 
discharged to a 
nearby watercourse 
WC1. 
 

Discharge of process 
water from the 
project operation to 
nearby surface 
watercourses and 
waterbodies 

The nature of potential 
impacts to water quality is 
common to this project 
type 

Any potential effect within federal jurisdiction 
would be related to the release of process 
water/contaminants into watercourses and 
waterbodies that could lead to effects on fish 
and fish habitat, of migratory birds as well as 
nearby Indigenous Communities. 
 
Groundwater and surface water modelling and 
monitoring as well as assessing wastewater 
treatment options would help determine the 
potential extent of any impacts. 

 In Section 9.1.6, the Proponent notes:  
“The quality (and quantity) of wastewater that will be 
generated by the Project is currently unknown, as this 
will vary depending on the specific technologies chosen 
for operation of the facility and demineralized water 
production.” The proponent also notes that "Treated 
process water from the Facility is not anticipated to be 
elevated in temperature, as water used for cooling is 
released as steam through the stack.” 
 
The Proponent notes the project is in a risk area for 
arsenic, manganese, and uranium content in 
groundwater. It can be expected that wastewater from 
project operations may contain three times the 
concentration of contaminants of potential concern than 
found in the pumped groundwater. The Proponent notes 
wastewater discharge will be treated as necessary to 
meet CCME FWAL guidelines and Tier I EQS prior to 
being released.  Based on the limited information 
available on groundwater and wastewater 
characterization ECCC is not able to evaluate whether 
this is reasonably achievable. 
 
As well, Subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act prohibits 
the deposit of any deleterious substances in water 
frequented by fish or to any place where it may enter 
water frequented by fish, regardless of the ability of the 
receiving water to assimilate the deposit, unless 
authorized by federal regulations.  
 
Deleterious substances include any substance that, if 
added to water, would degrade, alter or form part of a 
process of degradation or alteration of the quality of 
water so that it is rendered deleterious to fish or fish 
habitat or to the use of fish by humans.   
 
There are currently no regulations under the Fisheries 
Act that authorize the deposit of industrial effluents from 
a facility, such as the one described in this project, into 
water frequented by fish. If these deposits were 
determined to be deleterious, they would be prohibited 
under the Fisheries Act. 
 
For more information on the pollution prevention 
provisions of the Fisheries Act, please visit 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-

Results from groundwater 
and surface water modelling 
and monitoring could be 
used to help determine the 
appropriate mitigation 
measures to be 
implemented to meet 
applicable water quality 
standards. 
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change/services/managing-pollution/fisheries-act-
registry/frequently-asked-questions.html. 
 

 
Please insert additional rows as necessary. 
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February 9, 2026 

 

Jeremy Higgins 

Environmental Assessment Officer 

Environmental Assessment Branch 

Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change 

jeremy.higgins@novascotia.ca  

 

Mr. Higgins, 

 

Re: Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility – Marshdale, Pictou County 

 

I write in response to your letter dated December 22, 2025, in which the province has declined to 

adhere to its consultation obligations pursuant to the Constitution Act, 1982 and the Terms of 

Reference for a Mi’kmaq-Nova Scotia-Canada Consultation Process (ToR) as ratified on August 

31, 2010, on the above noted project. This letter will also serve as a response to the Impact 

Assessment Agency of Canada’s (IAAC) letter dated January 5, 2026.  

 

The Mi’kmaq Nation in Nova Scotia has a general interest in all lands and resources in Nova 

Scotia as the Mi’kmaq Nation has never surrendered, ceded, or sold the Aboriginal title to any of 

its lands in Nova Scotia.  The Mi’kmaq have a title claim to all of Nova Scotia and as co-owners 

of the land and its resources it is expected that any potential impacts to rights and title shall be 

addressed. 

 

It is our expectation that Consultation will be forthcoming. With this Environmental Assessment 

being “engaged” on alongside the federal Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) 

assessment being conducted in parallel, it is disappointing there is no offer to consult at this time 

and being classified as “engagement”.  

 

Contrary to the statement in your previous letter that “the nature of this project is not likely to 

lead to appreciable adverse impacts to credibly asserted or established Mi’kmaq Aboriginal or 

Treaty rights,” it is the understanding of the Kwilmu’kw Maw-Klusuaqn (KMK) that this project 

has significant potential to impact salmon, moose and black ash, at a minimum.  Accordingly, it 

has the potential to cause appreciable adverse impacts to the Mi’kmaq’s established and asserted 

fishing, hunting and harvesting rights.  This finding is supported by information presented in the 

Environmental Assessment Registration Document (EARD) as well as information presented by 

IAAC in a technical session dated January 22, 2026.  The denial and delay in acknowledging the 

Crown’s duty to consult appears to be unsupported by its own technical information, and we 

expect this shortcoming to be remedied as soon as possible.  We are concerned that the Crown’s 

mailto:jeremy.higgins@novascotia.ca
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delay in initiating consultation will prejudice the Mi’kmaq, as we have already been prejudiced 

by the province’s oversight in not sending us notice of this project until January 14, 2026, when 

the notice letter was dated December 22, 2025.  These are impossibly short deadlines to operate 

within.   

 

Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) within the Southern Gulf of St. Lawrence Designatable Unit are 

currently listed federally as Threatened, and as of December 5, 2025, the Committee on the 

Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) recommended that the population be 

uplisted to Endangered, consistent with the species designation in the Inner Bay of Fundy. The 

proposed Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facilities intersect with a species 

undergoing heightened regulatory scrutiny and recovery obligations at both the federal and 

provincial levels. 

 

The two proposed fast-acting natural sites carry ecological risk, the Salt Springs location presents 

a substantially higher risk due to its direct overlap with critical Atlantic salmon habitat that 

supports population persistence at watershed and regional scales. 

 

The Salt Springs facility is located at the confluence of Eight Mile Brook and Six Mile Brook, 

immediately upstream of Salt Springs Provincial Park and in close proximity to the West River 

main stem. These tributaries constitute two of the most ecologically significant salmon habitats 

in Nova Scotia. The West River supports one of the few remaining relatively stable Atlantic 

salmon populations in the province, and Eight Mile Brook functions as a keystone cold-water 

tributary within this system. 

 

Eight Mile and Six Mile brooks provide essential thermal refugia that sustain juvenile salmon 

survival during periods of elevated summer temperatures. Sustained exposure to higher-than-

average temperatures, is well established to cause physiological stress, reduced growth, and 

increased mortality in Atlantic salmon, particularly at juvenile life stages. The proposed projects 

directly affect the tributaries that currently buffer these temperature extremes and maintain 

recruitment within the West River population. These conditions are further compounded by 

recent weather trends such as the previous drought experienced in the last several summers.  

According to the project documentation presented in the EARD, groundwater would be 

withdrawn from local aquifers for cooling purposes, treated, stored in tailings ponds, and 

subsequently discharged into the river system. Groundwater extraction at this scale risks 

reducing cold-water discharge that sustains thermal refugia in Eight Mile and Six Mile brooks. 

This risk is compounded by the thermal limitations of tailings ponds, which cannot cool effluent 

below ambient surface temperatures prior to release. Discharging warmed effluent into a 

temperature-limited system would further degrade habitat suitability for Atlantic salmon and 

other cold-water species. 

 



 
 

Page 3 of 6 

 

The combined effects of groundwater withdrawal and elevated effluent temperatures would be 

expected to increase during summer water temperatures, reduce the spatial extent and 

effectiveness of thermal refugia, and decrease juvenile salmon survival. Given the West River 

population’s reliance on these tributaries during annual thermal stress events, the proposed 

projects are likely to result in population-level effects, including reduced recruitment and 

increased mortality during warm-water years. 

 

The proponent’s site-selection rationale identifies proximity to the Maritimes Pipeline, high-

voltage transmission infrastructure, and what is described as “low ecological importance” as key 

factors. However, available biological data indicate that the Salt Springs site supports Atlantic 

salmon (Endangered under COSEWIC), brook trout, American eel (Special Concern under 

COSEWIC), and additional species at risk, as well as provincially significant riparian habitat. 

Characterizing this sites as low ecological value is inconsistent with accepted ecological 

assessment criteria. 

 

Furthermore, pipeline and transmission infrastructure intersect at multiple locations across 

northeastern Nova Scotia. Alternative locations therefore exist that would allow you to meet 

energy-generation objectives while substantially reducing ecological risk and regulatory 

exposure. 

 

Atlantic salmon are of great importance to the Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia and are considered 

sacred to our culture and way of life. This species remains a foundational food source across 

Mi’kma’ki and would historically feed our people year-round. Loss of access to salmon threatens 

Mi’kmaq food security, self‑determination, and rights-based harvesting practices. It is imperative 

Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change (NS-EC works towards ensuring the future of this 

species for the next seven generations in perpetuity. 

 

As mentioned in the EARD, “the Project Area is located approximately 2 km north of Core 

Habitat for mainland moose”, any habitat adjacent to Core Habitat for mainland moose must be 

considered general moose habitat. Industrial activity within moose habitat must be approached 

with caution and mitigated responsibly. The cumulative effects from continued development, 

including natural gas projects, other renewable energy developments, forestry, mining, 

agriculture, and road construction, risk long-term and potentially irreversible impacts to moose 

populations. These impacts include water degradation and the immediate and future loss of 

secure habitat and safe food sources. 

 

While all species deserve to coexist in balance, the invasive nature of human activity has made 

harmony within our forests increasingly difficult. As our demands on these ecosystems intensify, 

so too does the stress on wildlife and the environment. Greater consideration must be given to 
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the forest’s original inhabitants, those who rely on its integrity for survival. Habitats for this 

endangered species are becoming increasingly fragmented as industry continues to intrude. NS-

ECC continues to approve projects at an alarming rate with little consideration given to the local 

species in the area, and accordingly, little consideration given to the Mi’kmaq rights that rely on 

these species. 

 

Mainland moose populations are continuing to decline in Nova Scotia. With the moratorium on 

harvesting moose remaining in place in the Cape Breton Highlands, sustained efforts are needed 

to protect the remaining population in Mainland Nova Scotia for the next seven generations of 

harvesters and beyond.  Again, it is deeply disturbing that Nova Scotia is denying its obligation 

to consult with the Mi’kmaq regarding these potential impacts to s. 35 harvesting rights in 

relation to moose.   

 

With the EARD stating that there are four Wisqoq (Black Ash) observed within the Project Area, 

our office has yet to be consulted on impacts to this culturally- and historically significant 

species, to which the Mi’kmaq assert harvesting rights.  We also query what direction the 

province has provided to the proponent regarding the importance of collaborating with the 

Mi’kmaq on the protection and management of this species. In the past, our team has 

collaborated with other proponents to great success regarding this species and yet there have 

been no such invitations to collaborate on this occasion., There should be a requirement for a 

Wisqoq Management Plan to be developed with our office to ensure the species is handled with 

respect and care. 

 

KMK’s Archaeology and Research Division (ARD) is unable to provide comments on the 

Archaeological Resource Impact Assessment (ARIA) at this time, due to delays in the ARIA 

being shared with our office by NS-ECC.  This resulted in insufficient time for KMK to review 

and comment. Our comments pertaining to potential archaeological concerns will be forwarded 

as soon as possible upon the completion of the ARIA review. 

  

The Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi’kmaw Chiefs expects a high level of archaeological diligence 

with evidence-based decisions grounded in an understanding of the subsurface environmental 

data.  The Maw-lukutijik Saqmaq (Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi’kmaw Chiefs) expects 

subsurface data, adequate to eliminate concern for presence, protection, and management of 

Mi’kmaw archaeological and cultural heritage as part of assessment of potential in advance of 

any development.  We assert s. 35 rights in relation to such archaeological and cultural heritage 

and fully expect to be consulted regarding potential impacts to the same.   

 

As soon as possible, the province needs to begin its consultation with the Mi’kmaq of Nova 

Scotia regarding this proposed Natural Gas Facility. The Office of L’nu Affairs was in error 

when it failed to identify concerns or conduct an adequate assessment of impacts to rights.   
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Appropriate time needs to be accorded for consultation and discussion with communities who 

may have an interest in this project. With Pictou Landing being the nearest Mi’kmaw 

Community and having a dark history of large-scale industrial developments adjacent to their 

community, such as the Boat Harbor Project, it is imperative that the local Mi’kmaw 

Communities are adequately informed well in advance of large-scale projects such as this.  

 

It is disappointing that this is another EARD being presented by NS-ECC with no final Mi’kmaq 

Ecological Knowledge Study (MEKS) completed at the time of the EARD being released for 

review and comment. The MEKS remains a crucial tool in accessing how projects may impact 

the Mi’kmaq’s section 35 Rights. KMK expects the MEKS will be provided to our office for 

review and comment upon its finalization. 

 

While it is encouraging to see this project support the transition off fossil fuels by allowing 

natural gas to help diversify Nova Scotia’s electrical grid, this project appears to also contribute 

to greenhouse gas emissions. Our office is seeking clarity on emission outputs of this proposed 

project and the mitigations proposed by NS-ECC and the proponent. We recognize that more 

needs to be done to transition away from fossil fuels and we would be encouraged to see the 

Mi’kmaq at the forefront of various renewable energy projects. With the provincial and federal 

governments making NetZero targets to transition Mi’kma’ki (Unceded land of the Mi’kmaq of 

Nova Scotia) away from fossil fuels, and with Nova Scotia’s primary source of electricity being 

coal generation, the Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia recognize that other sources of energy and fuels are 

needed to help meet these targets. 

 

Our office would like to stress again the importance of the Crown meeting its consultation 

obligation, which it has yet to acknowledge and initiate. 

In the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada’s previous correspondence, the Agency stated its 

intent to “initiate a dialogue on the consultation process that would be meaningful to the 

Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia about the project.” We would like to remind both the provincial and 

federal governments that they are signatories to the Terms of Reference for a Mi’kmaq-Nova 

Scotia-Canada Consultation Process (ToR) as ratified on August 31, 2010, the mechanism that 

implements the Mi’kmaq Consultation Process in Nova Scotia.  

KMK therefore emphasizes that a thorough, good faith consultation process must now be 

initiated both provincially and federally, consistent with the duty to consult and with the 

established ToR. Comparable projects handled by the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada, 

such as the Fifteen Mile Stream Gold Project, the Beaver Dam Gold Project, and the Regional 

Assessment of Offshore Wind Development in Nova Scotia, all involved meaningful Mi’kmaq 

participation and resulted in stronger, more defensible processes and improved project outcomes. 
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KMK does not represent the communities of Millbrook and Sipekne'katik First Nations. Please 

contact Patrick Butler, Senior Mi’kmaq Energy & Mines Advisor at KMK, with any questions.  

 

Yours in Recognition of Mi’kmaw Rights and Title, 

Director of Consultation  

Kwilmu’kw Maw-Klusuaqn  

 

C.C.:  

Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 

 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 

Marshdale NG Power Generation Project, Impact Assessment Agency of Canada  

Joanna Tombs, Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 
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Environmental Assessment - Project Comments
Submission ID

37888a4b

Submission Date

03/02/2026 18:21

Submission status

SUBMITTED

All comments received from the public consultation will be posted on the department’s website for public viewing, following

the necessary redactions of personal information in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

By submitting your comments to the Department, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the

department’s website.

The name, email address, and contact information of people who submit comments on behalf of an organization, such as a

community group, business, or non-government organization (NGO) will be included with their comment posted on the

website.

The name, email address, and contact information of individuals will be removed before their comments are posted on the

website.

Privacy Notice
Your personal information submitted as comments on an Environmental Assessment Project is collected in accordance with

the Nova Scotia Environment Act, Environmental Assessment Regulations, and the Nova Scotia Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privacy Act.

We collect and use your personal information to administer the environmental assessment review process, to verify

comments, and to assess the project's proximity to you.

We may only use or disclose your personal information for another purpose if we are authorized by law to do so, or if we

obtain your consent.

By submitting your personal information to us, you acknowledge that the information provided to us is correct and accurate,

and you understand that any personal information you provide is collected, used, and disclosed for the purpose of

administering the review process.

To read more about how government respects your privacy when interacting with us, review our full privacy statement

(https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy). For questions about how your personal information is handled by the program, you may

contact us at 902-424-3600 or ea@novascotia.ca (mailto:ea@novascotia.ca).

Select a Project:

Comments:

The proposal to construct a 300-MW natural gas power generation facility in Marshdale 

raises serious concerns about long-term energy security, climate alignment, and strategic 

planning for Nova Scotia’s electricity system.

1. Global experience shows the risks of continued reliance on fossil fuels

Across much of the world, jurisdictions are actively moving away from fossil-fuel-based 

electricity generation—not out of idealism, but out of necessity. Europe provides a stark 

and instructive example. The war in Ukraine exposed how deeply vulnerable gas-

dependent power systems are to geopolitical shocks, supply disruptions, and price 

volatility.

In the United Kingdom, electricity prices are set through a marginal pricing mechanism, 

where the most expensive generator—often natural gas—determines the price for all 

electricity on the grid. As gas prices spiked, households and industries faced 

unprecedented energy bills, despite growing shares of renewable generation. This has 

had lasting social and economic consequences and has triggered renewed debate about 

Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility - Marshdale

https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca


the wisdom of gas-centric power systems.

This is not a hypothetical risk—it is a lived reality for millions of people. Nova Scotia 

should be learning from this experience, not repeating it.

2. A 30-year fossil fuel asset conflicts with climate commitments

The proposed facility is expected to operate for a minimum of 30 years. This timeline 

alone should raise red flags. Nova Scotia, like Canada more broadly, has made clear 

commitments to deep greenhouse gas reductions and net-zero targets within that same 

timeframe.

There is no such thing as a “clean” fossil fuel when used for combustion-based electricity 

generation. While natural gas may emit less carbon dioxide than coal, it remains a 

significant source of GHG emissions and methane leakage across its supply chain. 

Locking in new gas infrastructure today creates a structural dependency that makes 

future emissions reductions harder, more expensive, and more politically difficult.

Once built, these facilities do not simply disappear when cleaner options become 

available—they demand utilization to justify their capital cost, risking long-term carbon 

lock-in.

3. Why is demand-side management and efficiency not the priority?

Perhaps the most concerning aspect of this proposal is not what it includes, but what it 

sidelines. Demand-side management (DSM) and energy efficiency remain the lowest-cost, 

lowest-risk, and fastest-to-deploy resources in any electricity system.

Nova Scotia continues to waste enormous amounts of energy in:

Poorly performing buildings

Inefficient industrial processes

Under-optimized commercial energy use

Every megawatt avoided through efficiency is a megawatt that does not need to be 

generated, transmitted, or backed up with fossil fuel capacity. Jurisdictions that have 

aggressively pursued DSM have consistently shown that reliability can be maintained—

often improved—without expanding fossil infrastructure.

The question that must be asked is: why are we planning new gas capacity before fully 

exhausting our efficiency and demand-reduction potential?

4. The need for genuinely long-term thinking

Energy infrastructure decisions made today shape outcomes for generations. A 30-year 

gas plant reflects short-term system thinking in a world that demands long-term 

resilience.

True long-term planning would prioritize:

Deep energy efficiency and DSM

Grid-scale storage and flexible demand

Electrification aligned with renewable generation

System resilience that does not depend on volatile fuel markets



Uploaded document(s)

Name:

Email:

City/Town

Postal Code

Please note:
By submitting your comments, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the department’s website.

Nova Scotia has the opportunity to design an electricity system that is resilient, 

affordable, and aligned with its climate goals. Committing to new fossil fuel infrastructure 

at this moment risks undermining all three.

We should be thinking not just about the next reliability challenge—but about the energy 

system we want to leave behind.

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3K 0E3

Attachment(s):

Drag & drop or choose file to upload

Maximum file size per file: 10 MB

Accepted file types: doc, docx, jpg, jpeg, pdf, png, xls, xlsx

Maximum number of files allowed: 10

Yes, I agree (must be selected to proceed)

No documents to display.
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Environmental Assessment - Project Comments
Submission ID

bf0e6007

Submission Date

04/02/2026 11:53

Submission status

SUBMITTED

All comments received from the public consultation will be posted on the department’s website for public viewing, following

the necessary redactions of personal information in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

By submitting your comments to the Department, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the

department’s website.

The name, email address, and contact information of people who submit comments on behalf of an organization, such as a

community group, business, or non-government organization (NGO) will be included with their comment posted on the

website.

The name, email address, and contact information of individuals will be removed before their comments are posted on the

website.

Privacy Notice
Your personal information submitted as comments on an Environmental Assessment Project is collected in accordance with

the Nova Scotia Environment Act, Environmental Assessment Regulations, and the Nova Scotia Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privacy Act.

We collect and use your personal information to administer the environmental assessment review process, to verify

comments, and to assess the project's proximity to you.

We may only use or disclose your personal information for another purpose if we are authorized by law to do so, or if we

obtain your consent.

By submitting your personal information to us, you acknowledge that the information provided to us is correct and accurate,

and you understand that any personal information you provide is collected, used, and disclosed for the purpose of

administering the review process.

To read more about how government respects your privacy when interacting with us, review our full privacy statement

(https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy). For questions about how your personal information is handled by the program, you may

contact us at 902-424-3600 or ea@novascotia.ca (mailto:ea@novascotia.ca).

Select a Project:

Comments:

Please deny this application. Spending roughly a billion dollars, committing us to burning 

fossil fuel for 20-30 or more years is FISCALLY IRRESPONSIBLE. There are cheaper and 

more environmentally appropriate alternatives. $200 million is currently being spent for 

150MW battery backup in Nova Scotia. Even without likely economies of scale the same 

$1 billion should get at least 750MW of battery backup instead of the 300MW of this gas 

turbine. Further the new transmission line from NB to NS should be available by 2028, 

likely making this gas plant superfluous after only a year or two of operation.

As an environmental impact statement this one is gravely defective for lack of honest 

consideration of the full range of societal and environmental costs of these gas plants, as 

well as for inadequate consideration of alternatives, such as those referenced in the 

submission by 

Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility - Marshdale

https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca


Uploaded document(s)

Name:

Email:

City/Town

Postal Code

Please note:
By submitting your comments, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the department’s website.

Lower Three Fathom Harbour

B0J 2L0

Attachment(s):

Drag & drop or choose file to upload

Maximum file size per file: 10 MB

Accepted file types: doc, docx, jpg, jpeg, pdf, png, xls, xlsx

Maximum number of files allowed: 10

Yes, I agree (must be selected to proceed)

No documents to display.



Environmental Assessment - Project Comments
Submission ID

0f6fdca9

Submission Date

04/02/2026 12:34

Submission status

SUBMITTED

All comments received from the public consultation will be posted on the department’s website for public viewing, following

the necessary redactions of personal information in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

By submitting your comments to the Department, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the

department’s website.

The name, email address, and contact information of people who submit comments on behalf of an organization, such as a

community group, business, or non-government organization (NGO) will be included with their comment posted on the

website.

The name, email address, and contact information of individuals will be removed before their comments are posted on the

website.

Privacy Notice
Your personal information submitted as comments on an Environmental Assessment Project is collected in accordance with

the Nova Scotia Environment Act, Environmental Assessment Regulations, and the Nova Scotia Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privacy Act.

We collect and use your personal information to administer the environmental assessment review process, to verify

comments, and to assess the project's proximity to you.

We may only use or disclose your personal information for another purpose if we are authorized by law to do so, or if we

obtain your consent.

By submitting your personal information to us, you acknowledge that the information provided to us is correct and accurate,

and you understand that any personal information you provide is collected, used, and disclosed for the purpose of

administering the review process.

To read more about how government respects your privacy when interacting with us, review our full privacy statement

(https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy). For questions about how your personal information is handled by the program, you may

contact us at 902-424-3600 or ea@novascotia.ca (mailto:ea@novascotia.ca).

Select a Project:

Comments:

As an environmental

impact statement this one is gravely defective for lack of honest consideration of the full 

range of societal and environmental

costs of these gas plants, as well as for inadequate consideration of alternatives, such as 

those referenced in the submission by

Please deny this application. Spending roughly a 

billion dollars, committing us to burning

fossil fuel for 20-30 or more years is FISCALLY IRRESPONSIBLE. There are cheaper and 

more environmentally appropriate

alternatives. $200 million is currently being spent for 150MW battery backup in Nova 

Scotia. Even without likely economies of

scale the same $1 billion should get at least 750MW of battery backup instead of the 

300MW of this gas turbine. Further the new

transmission line from NB to NS should be available by 2028, likely making this gas plant 

Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility - Marshdale

https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca


Uploaded document(s)

Name:

Email:

City/Town

Postal Code

Please note:
By submitting your comments, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the department’s website.

superfluous after only a year or two of

operation.

E. Lawrencetown

B2Z 1P4

Attachment(s):

Drag & drop or choose file to upload

Maximum file size per file: 10 MB

Accepted file types: doc, docx, jpg, jpeg, pdf, png, xls, xlsx

Maximum number of files allowed: 10

Yes, I agree (must be selected to proceed)

No documents to display.



Environmental Assessment - Project Comments
Submission ID

3875a295

Submission Date

04/02/2026 14:40

Submission status

SUBMITTED

All comments received from the public consultation will be posted on the department’s website for public viewing, following

the necessary redactions of personal information in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

By submitting your comments to the Department, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the

department’s website.

The name, email address, and contact information of people who submit comments on behalf of an organization, such as a

community group, business, or non-government organization (NGO) will be included with their comment posted on the

website.

The name, email address, and contact information of individuals will be removed before their comments are posted on the

website.

Privacy Notice
Your personal information submitted as comments on an Environmental Assessment Project is collected in accordance with

the Nova Scotia Environment Act, Environmental Assessment Regulations, and the Nova Scotia Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privacy Act.

We collect and use your personal information to administer the environmental assessment review process, to verify

comments, and to assess the project's proximity to you.

We may only use or disclose your personal information for another purpose if we are authorized by law to do so, or if we

obtain your consent.

By submitting your personal information to us, you acknowledge that the information provided to us is correct and accurate,

and you understand that any personal information you provide is collected, used, and disclosed for the purpose of

administering the review process.

To read more about how government respects your privacy when interacting with us, review our full privacy statement

(https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy). For questions about how your personal information is handled by the program, you may

contact us at 902-424-3600 or ea@novascotia.ca (mailto:ea@novascotia.ca).

Select a Project:

Comments:

Name:

Email:

I am opposed to this initiative and think it should not be approved.

This project seems to lock in the province to be using fossil fuels and producing 

greenhouse gasses for decades to come.  I am not convinced that the proposal has 

considered alternatives, notably battery storage or purchase of electricity from green 

sources outside the province.  Even using the coal-fired plants a bit longer would seem 

preferable to making a long-term commitment to burn methane for power.

Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility - Marshdale

https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca


Uploaded document(s)

City/Town

Postal Code

Please note:
By submitting your comments, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the department’s website.

Wolfville

B4P 1V1

Attachment(s):

Drag & drop or choose file to upload

Maximum file size per file: 10 MB

Accepted file types: doc, docx, jpg, jpeg, pdf, png, xls, xlsx

Maximum number of files allowed: 10

Yes, I agree (must be selected to proceed)

No documents to display.



Environmental Assessment - Project Comments
Submission ID

f0cb8176

Submission Date

05/02/2026 08:32

Submission status

SUBMITTED

All comments received from the public consultation will be posted on the department’s website for public viewing, following

the necessary redactions of personal information in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

By submitting your comments to the Department, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the

department’s website.

The name, email address, and contact information of people who submit comments on behalf of an organization, such as a

community group, business, or non-government organization (NGO) will be included with their comment posted on the

website.

The name, email address, and contact information of individuals will be removed before their comments are posted on the

website.

Privacy Notice
Your personal information submitted as comments on an Environmental Assessment Project is collected in accordance with

the Nova Scotia Environment Act, Environmental Assessment Regulations, and the Nova Scotia Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privacy Act.

We collect and use your personal information to administer the environmental assessment review process, to verify

comments, and to assess the project's proximity to you.

We may only use or disclose your personal information for another purpose if we are authorized by law to do so, or if we

obtain your consent.

By submitting your personal information to us, you acknowledge that the information provided to us is correct and accurate,

and you understand that any personal information you provide is collected, used, and disclosed for the purpose of

administering the review process.

To read more about how government respects your privacy when interacting with us, review our full privacy statement

(https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy). For questions about how your personal information is handled by the program, you may

contact us at 902-424-3600 or ea@novascotia.ca (mailto:ea@novascotia.ca).

Select a Project:

Comments:

Name:

Email:

We need to decarbonize. Gas is not the next step in that process, and will not help us 

have clean energy. This plant will produce greenhouse gases and pollution from major 

fossil fuel use, which will then negatively affect public health and environmental health 

for decades. This plant cannot be part of this province's transition to using more clean 

energy, and the people living near it, as well as others farther away who will also 

experience the negative effects, should not be sacrificed for the illusion that gas-fired 

plants will help transition away from using fossil fuels. 

Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility - Marshdale

https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca
mailto:ea@novascotia.ca


Uploaded document(s)

City/Town

Postal Code

Please note:
By submitting your comments, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the department’s website.

Halifax

B3L 3k7

Attachment(s):

Drag & drop or choose file to upload

Maximum file size per file: 10 MB
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All comments received from the public consultation will be posted on the department’s website for public viewing, following

the necessary redactions of personal information in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

By submitting your comments to the Department, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the

department’s website.

The name, email address, and contact information of people who submit comments on behalf of an organization, such as a

community group, business, or non-government organization (NGO) will be included with their comment posted on the

website.

The name, email address, and contact information of individuals will be removed before their comments are posted on the

website.

Privacy Notice
Your personal information submitted as comments on an Environmental Assessment Project is collected in accordance with

the Nova Scotia Environment Act, Environmental Assessment Regulations, and the Nova Scotia Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privacy Act.

We collect and use your personal information to administer the environmental assessment review process, to verify

comments, and to assess the project's proximity to you.

We may only use or disclose your personal information for another purpose if we are authorized by law to do so, or if we

obtain your consent.

By submitting your personal information to us, you acknowledge that the information provided to us is correct and accurate,

and you understand that any personal information you provide is collected, used, and disclosed for the purpose of

administering the review process.

To read more about how government respects your privacy when interacting with us, review our full privacy statement

(https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy). For questions about how your personal information is handled by the program, you may

contact us at 902-424-3600 or ea@novascotia.ca (mailto:ea@novascotia.ca).

Select a Project:

Comments:

My primary concern is that both the construction and operational phases of this project 

will have a significant detrimental impact on Nova Scotia's Atlantic salmon population.

For context, all rivers in Pictou County, with the exception of the Middle River, support 

Atlantic salmon. This is highly unusual within Nova Scotia, where only a few dozen rivers 

still maintain salmon populations. The West and East Rivers are the two most productive 

systems in the county, accounting for the majority of salmon in the region. While there 

are proposals to locate power generation facilities on both rivers — and impacts are likely 

in each — it is my professional opinion as a Marine Ecologist that constructing a facility at 

the proposed West River site would result in severe and potentially irreversible harm to 

the salmon population.

The proposed Salt Springs facility would be located along Eight Mile Brook and Six Mile 

Brook, tributaries of the West River situated north of Salt Springs Provincial Park. These 

Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility - Salt Springs
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Name:

Email:

tributaries represent two of the most ecologically important salmon habitats in Pictou 

County and arguably within the province. They are among the primary spawning areas 

used by Atlantic salmon each spring, making their protection essential if conservation 

and recovery of the species is to be taken seriously.

The most significant risk associated with the proposed facilities is water use. According to 

documentation submitted by the IESO, the plants would withdraw groundwater from 

local aquifers for cooling purposes. After use, this water would be treated and stored in 

tailings ponds before being discharged back into the river system. This poses a major 

threat to salmon, brook trout, and American eel.

Spawning success in Eight Mile and Six Mile Brook is driven largely by their function as 

cold-water refugia — the largest and most consistent cold-water inputs in Pictou County. 

During summer months, water temperatures in the main stem of the West River regularly 

exceed 26°C, while temperatures in these tributaries typically remain around 16°C. 

Atlantic salmon and brook trout begin to experience temperature-related stress and 

mortality when water temperatures exceed approximately 22°C for prolonged periods, 

conditions that occur annually in this system. As a result, thousands of juvenile salmon 

and trout migrate into these tributaries each summer to survive periods of elevated 

temperature.

Groundwater withdrawal from nearby aquifers would reduce the natural cold-water 

inputs that sustain these refugia. Compounding this issue, treated effluent discharged 

from tailings ponds would be reintroduced at temperatures well above natural 

groundwater levels, as tailings ponds are incapable of cooling water below ambient 

surface temperatures. This combination represents a direct threat to the thermal stability 

of these critical habitats.

I would also note that the site was selected due to its proximity to the Maritimes Pipeline, 

high-voltage transmission lines, and what has been described as “low ecological 

significance.” However, the IESO and Strum report identifies the presence of Atlantic 

salmon (Endangered under COSEWIC), brook trout, American eel (Special Concern under 

COSEWIC), black bear, red fox, white-tailed deer, and Black Ash (Threatened under the 

Nova Scotia Endangered Species Act). If this assemblage constitutes “low ecological 

significance,” it raises serious questions about how ecological value is being defined.

With respect to infrastructure proximity, the Maritimes Pipeline and high-voltage 

transmission lines intersect at numerous locations across northeastern Nova Scotia, 

including along the Middle River, which does not support Atlantic salmon or American 

eel. In my view, selecting one of the most ecologically sensitive watersheds in the region 

when less impactful alternatives exist nearby represents a significant disservice to both 

the environment and the local community. The process appears rushed and insufficiently 

thought out.

I have raised these concerns repeatedly with Aaron Long, Project Manager at IESO. 

Despite this, he maintains that the project would not require a federal impact assessment 

and would not impact fish habitat — conclusions that are not supported by the ecological 

realities of this system.
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All comments received from the public consultation will be posted on the department’s website for public viewing, following

the necessary redactions of personal information in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

By submitting your comments to the Department, you are consenting to the posting of your comments on the

department’s website.

The name, email address, and contact information of people who submit comments on behalf of an organization, such as a

community group, business, or non-government organization (NGO) will be included with their comment posted on the

website.

The name, email address, and contact information of individuals will be removed before their comments are posted on the

website.

Privacy Notice
Your personal information submitted as comments on an Environmental Assessment Project is collected in accordance with

the Nova Scotia Environment Act, Environmental Assessment Regulations, and the Nova Scotia Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privacy Act.

We collect and use your personal information to administer the environmental assessment review process, to verify

comments, and to assess the project's proximity to you.

We may only use or disclose your personal information for another purpose if we are authorized by law to do so, or if we

obtain your consent.

By submitting your personal information to us, you acknowledge that the information provided to us is correct and accurate,

and you understand that any personal information you provide is collected, used, and disclosed for the purpose of

administering the review process.

To read more about how government respects your privacy when interacting with us, review our full privacy statement

(https://beta.novascotia.ca/privacy). For questions about how your personal information is handled by the program, you may

contact us at 902-424-3600 or ea@novascotia.ca (mailto:ea@novascotia.ca).

Select a Project:

Comments:

The site was selected due to its proximity to the Maritimes Pipeline, high-voltage 

transmission lines, and what has been described as “low ecological significance.” 

However, the IESO and Strum report identifies the presence of Atlantic salmon 

(Endangered under COSEWIC), brook trout, American eel (Special Concern under 

COSEWIC), black bear, red fox, white-tailed deer, and Black Ash (Threatened under the 

Nova Scotia Endangered Species Act). If this assemblage constitutes “low ecological 

significance,” it raises serious questions about how ecological value is being defined.

With respect to infrastructure proximity, the Maritimes Pipeline and high-voltage 

transmission lines intersect at numerous locations across northeastern Nova Scotia, 

including along the Middle River, which does not support Atlantic salmon or American 

eel. In my view, selecting one of the most ecologically sensitive watersheds in the region 

when less impactful alternatives exist nearby represents a significant disservice to both 

Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility - Marshdale
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the environment and the local community. The process appears rushed and insufficiently 

thought out.

matt russell

Mattrussell7373@gmail.com
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community group, business, or non-government organization (NGO) will be included with their comment posted on the
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The name, email address, and contact information of individuals will be removed before their comments are posted on the
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Privacy Notice
Your personal information submitted as comments on an Environmental Assessment Project is collected in accordance with

the Nova Scotia Environment Act, Environmental Assessment Regulations, and the Nova Scotia Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privacy Act.

We collect and use your personal information to administer the environmental assessment review process, to verify

comments, and to assess the project's proximity to you.
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By submitting your personal information to us, you acknowledge that the information provided to us is correct and accurate,

and you understand that any personal information you provide is collected, used, and disclosed for the purpose of
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contact us at 902-424-3600 or ea@novascotia.ca (mailto:ea@novascotia.ca).

Select a Project:

Comments:

What is there to gain and  What is there to loose? 

If Pictou wants to gain a few (really a few) job for maintaining this facility - which it likely 

does not have the specialized workforce to manage these plants (maybe it does) but the 

Pictou community should know the reality Of job creation. 

Generation of power is not the same as fixing the grid. That is leased to Emera. And they 

have very strong contracts which the province has for all its efforts not been able to make 

them budge - it just makes power more expensive (through government intervention, 

borrowing cost of Emera went up - and they pushed that cost on consumers) . A crapy 

electric pole that breaks still cant bring in power… this wont fix that. 

Natural gas… we are importers of this gas= expensive = expensive electricity. 

While the province wants to develop NG in the province, there has BEEN NO INTEREST. 

Fast Acting Natural Gas Power Generation Facility - Marshdale
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Not even a exploration lease. Even if there was cheap gas - the business risk is too real 

for any firm to bet on NS (regardless of the party in power). Only bad actors would think 

it worth it which tend to generate super fund sites. (A superfund site is something like 

what happened to boat harbour)

Questions to ask:

- how may jobs for pictou during construction? 

- how many job for pictou after? 

- is there a nscc program to give specialists jobs? 

- will it drop electricity prices? 

- are there example of towns that generate power that are booming and stayed that way 

in Nova Scotia? 

- who owns the power generation plant? How are they sharing profits? Or will capital 

return go all to them? 

- how will this plant improve the physical grid for NS? 

- where will all the water be taken from? Is it fresh water? Is there discharge from these 

plants? (Fresh water will be more expensive than electricity - that IS a truly valuable 

resource that needs protection. By 2030, expectation that supply of fresh water wont 

cover the demand. Then it becomes very valuable… leasing it now for nothing is not a 

good idea) 

- future development, no one will want to build around these. Is this land valuable other 

wise? 

- when (its not a question of if) governments around the word ban NG (just like they did 

to coal) this plant will be phased out. Is there a plan in place for decommission? Pension 

guarantees? 

- this is not a viable economic engine of growth. Period. If the community does not own 

the plant - and the shareholder are somewhere else. The city and its inhabitants wont see 

much returns (thats a fact) - how will it help Pictou grown? 

- power needs to be used. What will it be used for? Is there a new manufacturing plant 

that wants this power? Or is this to be exported to the rest of NS, NB or Maine? 

I love to visit Pictou, and I tell you that we did not visit because of the Mill, or these new 

proposed methane smoke stacks… we visited because of the community, the warm 

feeling that always invited us in and to see a community that has always been proud. 

(Pictou is a town where a lot of things happened that were important to banking, 

shipping, development…) 

The government decided to over spend, and is in a pickle and is trying to fix this by 

scrapping the barrel for ideas… please dont be the community that falls for it. 

Halifax
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