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1149 Smythe Street

Suite 200

Fredericton

New Brunswick

Canada

E3B 3H4

Telephone

506.444.8820

Fax

506.444.8821

Dillon Consulting
Limited

December 11, 2023

Glenholme Community Members

Response to Public Concerns: Pit No. 4 Extension Project

OSCO Aggregates Limited (OSCO) has engaged Dillon Consulting Limited (Dillon) to
prepare an Environmental Assessment Registration Document (EARD) to be
submitted to the Nova Scotia Department of Environment and Climate Change
(NSECC) for the proposed extension of its existing Pit No. 4 aggregate operation (the
Project). In response to questions received on the proposed Pit No. 4 Extension
Project (the Project) in the community of Glenholme, Nova Scotia, Dillon has
prepared the following memo to answer questions received about the Project.

Dillon (www.Dillon.ca) is a Canadian, employee-owned professional consulting
organization. Founded in 1946, Dillon is a national company, located in 21 offices
across the country, with approximately 1,100 employees. Dillon has significant
experience completing environmental assessments of this nature and the associated
environmental studies, including the environmental assessment completed for the Pit
No. 4 project in 2017.

Background
OSCO Aggregates Limited (OSCO) has been extracting sand and gravel in the
Glenholme community for over 35 years supplying both the local and maritime region
with high-quality sand and stone for use in construction and concrete. Their products
are an important local source of natural sand; furthermore, the concrete stone is
required for many marine based projects due to its non-reactive properties. Several
major wharf and jetty projects in the Halifax area (Department of National Defence
and Harbour Authority facilities) have relied on stone from the area as a preferred
source. The aggregate will also be used in highway construction and maintenance
projects in the region, as well as for municipal and residential construction projects.

The proposed Project will be built on land that is currently zoned for resource
development. The Project will produce the same high-quality aggregate that has been
produced over the last 35 years. The proposed Project will include the addition of an
electric wash/screening/crushing plant, eliminating the need of transporting
aggregate material from Pit No. 4 to Pit No. 2 on Little Dyke Road; the benefits of this
are discussed below. The Project location is shown on Figure 1.
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The operations conducted for Pit No. 4 will continue for the Project, including
removing and stockpiling topsoil to be used in reclamation and extraction of stone
and sand materials. One notable change is the wash/screening plant currently located
at Pit No. 2 will no longer be in use. Rather, an electric processing plant that will be
used for washing, screening, and crushing will be added to Pit No. 4. This option was
selected for the following reasons:

This will reduce 100 to 200 trucks per day moving material from Pit No. 4 to Pit 
No. 2 for processing, reducing emissions and noise as well as ware and tare on the 
road. 

plant that is powered on a diesel generator.

third-party operates long hours to complete the required crushing so that they 

away from houses and roadways. This will be an improvement from the current 
plant at Pit No. 2 which is visible from the road. 

OSCO’s extraction activities will stay above the water table. The plant will be used to
wash fine silt and clay off the crushed stone and sand products (essentially cleaning
the product before it is sold). Chemicals, such as detergents and solvents, will never
be used for washing, only water. After washing, the water will be directed to a
settling pond, allowing the silt and clay to settle out. The water will be recycled back
to be reused for washing; the fine silt and clay will be used for site reclamation
purposes.

A three-meter-tall berm will be constructed between the Project operations, and
houses along Little Dyke Road (Figure 2). The berm will be located 30 m
(approximately 100 feet) from the neighbouring property boundaries and pit
operations will remain 90 m (approximately 300 feet) from all building foundations.
These distances are in accordance with the Nova Scotia Pit and Quarry Guidelines.
The berm will be vegetated with grasses and trees. Should the residents that live
adjacent to the berm location have input as to the appearance of the berm, OSCO will
take their thoughts and opinions into consideration.
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The Pit No. 4 Extension development area is zoned as Resource and has been used for
harvesting of timber by clearcutting and extraction of stone and sand for several
decades. Since most of this area has been recently clearcut, the forested areas on the
site are young with low diversity and not considered to provide unique or pristine
habitats for wildlife in comparison to other nearby un-harvested forests. Further, Pits
and Quarries are subject to stringent environmental approvals and conditions that are
required of with some other industries, such as agriculture and forestry. A brief
summary of the regulatory framework that the Project will be subject to is provided
below.

As extraction of areas within the Pit are completed, they undergo reclamation with
the goal of returning the site to its natural state, as much as possible. For example,
OSCO does not sell topsoil; rather, they reuse topsoil and plants native tree species
where land has been disturbed at Pit No. 2. By reclaiming as they go instead of
waiting until the entire project has been completed, the vegetation can be
established sooner. This reclamation technique has been employed at OSCO’s
previous operations and will continue with the extension project. OSCO will develop a
reclamation plan for the Project with input from the community for suggestions on
what the land use purposes could be after the Project has been completed.

Regulatory Framework
Pit and Quarries in Nova Scotia fall under the Nova Scotia Department of Environment
and Climate Change (NSECC) Environmental Assessment Regulations. This legislative
process considers this Project as a Class I undertaking, requiring an Environmental
Assessment (EA).

The Environmental Assessment will be registered with NSECC, where it will be
reviewed for Ministerial approval before the Project is allowed to proceed. If
approved, the Project will require several additional approvals and environmental
permits.

As well as meeting the requirements set out in the Nova Scotia Pit and Quarry
Guidelines, the Project will also have to follow conditions defined and enforced by
NSECC. For the current Pit No. 4 operation, OSCO completes water quality monitoring
quarterly; continuous water level monitoring in perimeter monitoring wells and in
surrounding wetlands; flow rates in McCurdy Creek; and weekly noise monitoring.
These ongoing monitoring programs are in place to confirm that the current
operation is in compliance with the conditions of its environmental permits and
approvals. At minimum, these monitoring programs will continue for the proposed
Project.
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Environmental Concerns
OSCO and Dillon have reviewed the environmental concerns that were brought up in
the community responses received. As part of the Environmental Assessment process,
biologists and other environmental professionals from Dillon conducted surveys and
assessments earlier this year. The results will be included in the Environmental
Assessment Registration Document (EARD), which will be made available for public
comments for 30 days once the EARD is registered.

The EARD will provide the survey results, the potential environmental effects from
the Project and mitigation measures for the following environmental components:

Atmospheric Environment
Acoustic Environment
Water Resources (Surface Water and groundwater)
Fish and Fish Habitat
Vegetation
Wetlands
Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat
Socioeconomic Environment
Archaeological, Cultural, and Heritage Resources
Traditional Land and Resource Use

Examples of mitigation measures proposed for the Pit No. 4 Extension, some of which
have been previously discussed, include but are not limited to:

Relocation of washing/screening plant away from view of public roadways;
The construction of a 3 m berm to limit noise to neighboring properties;
Reduced truck traffic on public roadways;
Reduced hours of crushing operations;
Reduced noise from crushing operations by the elimination of diesel
generation equipment;
Quarterly sampling of perimeter monitoring wells and McCurdy Creek;
Continuous water level monitoring of perimeter monitoring wells and
wetlands;
Quarterly monitoring of flow rates in McCurdy Creek;
Weekly noise monitoring; and,
Submission of data for NSECC’s review and confirmation that extraction
operations are not negatively impacting the groundwater.
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Community Engagement
OSCO is committed to working with Indigenous communities and organizations as
well as the public and understands that meaningful engagement is an important step
in building trust and maintaining relationships. As a first step, OSCO, through Dillon,
has sent two notification letters to the following organizations first on October 16 -17,
and again on November 17, 2023:

Colchester County (addressed to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor);
Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq;

OSCO started the Community Liaison Committee (CLC) in 2018 to establish on-going
communication with local residents. The committee typically meets twice a year, with
the last meeting occurring on November 7, 2023. The next meeting is planned for
March 2024.

Through this Memo, OSCO would like to formally invite community members to select
one or two representatives to join the CLC in addition to the current members before
the March 2024. The member(s) that are selected will be invited to join the March
2024 meeting (and all subsequent meetings) so that they are able to voice any
concerns about the Project that may persist. OSCO is committed to continuing being a
good neighbour to the Glenholme community; through the CLC, OSCO seeks feedback
on what they can do to limit negative impacts to the local residents. An example of
this, during the last CLC meeting, it was recommended that OSCO send out
notification about the Project rather than relying on the CLC members to disseminate
the information. OSCO agreed and as a result, a flyer was delivered to residences in
the area on November 27, 2023. The flyer has led to several questions from
community members; to address the concerns, OSCO engaged Dillon to provide a
response. Therefore, this letter would not have occurred without the CLC.

As mentioned in comments regarding the Project, OSCO has purchased additional
land (PID 20451092), to the northwest of Little Dyke Road and of the Project. This
property is not part of this Project and therefore not included in the environmental
assessment. OSCO currently has no plans to develop this site in the near future.
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Should OSCO decide to develop this site, development of this area would be subject
to an additional environmental assessment.

The flyer that was sent out on November 27, 2023, was to notify the community so
that their concerns could be incorporated into the EARD. The December 8, 2023, date
was listed as a goal line so that the EARD document could be filed in a timely manner
and in accordance with NSECC guidelines. Considering the feedback received, the
EARD will not be filed until 2024 so that the concerns of the community can be
adequately addressed. Once the EARD is filed, community members will still be able
to voice their opinions on the Project to NSECC. Community members can follow the
"Citizens Guide for Environmental Assessment"
(https://novascotia.ca/nse/ea/docs/citizen-guide-to-environmental-assessment.pdf)
to voice their opinions.

Closing
This letter was prepared by Dillon Consulting Limited (Dillon) on behalf of OSCO
Aggregate Limited (OSCO). Dillon has used the degree of care and skill ordinarily
exercised under similar circumstances at the time the work was performed by
reputable members of the environmental consulting profession practicing in Canada.
Dillon assumes no responsibility for conditions which were beyond its scope of work.
There is no warranty expressed or implied by Dillon.

The material in the report reflects Dillon's best judgment in light of the information
available to Dillon at the time of preparation. Any use which a third party makes of
this report, or any reliance on or decisions made based on it, are the responsibilities
of such third parties. Dillon accepts no responsibility for damages, if any, suffered by
any third party as a result of decisions made or actions based on this report.

Sincerely,

DILLON CONSULTING LIMITED

Jonathan Oliver, P.Geo., M.Sc.
Project Manager, Associate

JO:jes
Our file: 23-6113-1000
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