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                     Upper Big Tracadie Seniors Action Club      June 2022                          
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 

EDITOR’S CORNER: 

Another year finish, school has come to an end 

and our high school graduates look towards 

their future.  Some will take the path to post-

secondary, some time off to reflect and some 

will jump into the work force right away but 

whatever, your choice, congratulations. You 

made it but remembers, learning and teaching 

never stops with your grade 12 diploma. 

Learning is a life-time experience. I will be 73 on 

June 9th and I am still learning from young and 

old; yes, don’t close your mind to all ages you’ll 

be surprised what our young people can teach.  

Be a good listener and you’ll end up being a 

good student.  Wisdom comes to the wise but 

the wise doesn’t always come to wisdom.  

Cherish your moments for when you reach old 

age, and you will reflect; and you will cherish 

those moments more than you know; I know 

what I am talking about. Stay safe during the 

summer, enjoy the warm weather, don’t let 

those annoying black flies get to you.  Be careful 

and spread some love and compassion around 

your neighbourhood this summer. The return is 

invaluable! 

Submitted by:  Mary Desmond, Editor 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER: 

“For we know not what we should pray for as 

we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh 

intercession for us with groanings which cannot 

be uttered.” Romans 8:26 

Here Paul tells us that His spirit helps us in our 

infirmities, that is, our weaknesses. He gives us 

the strength to bear our weaknesses and gives 

us truths that help us to endure them. One 

specific way that the Spirit helps us is by making 

intercession, when we don’t know how to pray.  

This is a crucial part of the help that the Spirit 

gives us. Sometimes we don’t know how to 

pray.  That may be because we don’t know 

what is best for us, or because we don’t know 

what God might be willing to do for us.  We 

aren’t sure who God is and we don’t 

understand His character.  We know we are 

suffering, but we don’t know how to help 

ourselves.  When that happens, we need an 

intercessor. The Holy Spirit becomes our 

advocate. He knows how to voice our needs. He 

reads the recesses of our hearts and transmits 
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BLACK LIVES MATTER SOLIDARY 
FUNDS 

RE POSTING NAMES OF THE COMMUNITY 
ORGIZATIONS WHO RECEIVED FUNDING 

FROM THE ANCHOR ORGIZATIONS THE UPPER 
BIG TRACADIE SENIORS ACTION CLUB IN 2021 

1) Sunnyville United Baptist Church 

2) Sunnyville Community Association 

3) St. Monica Church Lincolnville 

4) Sunnyville Youth/Seniors 

5) Lincolnville Development Association 

6) Guysborough Youth Community Clean Team 

7) Tracadie Baptist Ladies Auxiliary 

8) Royal Canadian Legion Guysborough Branch 
81 

9) UBT Quilters/Youth 

10) Tracadie United Baptist Church 

11) Upper Big Tracadie /Lincolnville Ed 
Committee 

12) Historical Prevention and Seniors Program 
(in recognizing our community members) 

 

Submitted by: Catherine Hartling 
Senior Action Club President 
 

 

 

 
 
  

Community Open House 

Port Hawkesbury Paper 

Wind Project 

Port Hawkesbury Paper, 

through its sister company Port Hawkesbury 

Paper Wind (PHP Wind), is proposing to build a 

130-megawatt (MW) wind farm on lands in 

Guysborough County that are currently under 

license to Port Hawkesbury Paper. The project 

will help reduce the provinces facility’s carbon 

footprint and greenhouse gas emissions, as well 

as lower energy costs for the facility’s and help 

ensure a long-term future for one of the 

region’s largest employers.    

This project is a key part of adding new 

renewable energy sources to the many 

solutions our province requires; it will help us 

reach the provincial goal of phasing out coal-

produced electricity and getting to 80% 

renewables by 2030. 

Please join the PHP Wind team at this upcoming 

open house to learn more. We will have 

information and expertise on site, including 

studies underway as part of the provincially 

mandated Environmental Assessment and 

Approval process (wetlands and watercourses, 

vegetation and habitat, bird, bat and moose 

surveys, sound, visual, archeological, and other 

assessments).  We will also share information 

about the wind technology, project 

construction plans and employment and 

supplier needs. 

MEETING:  OPEN HOUSE: 
Monday August 29June 27, 2022,  6-8 pm  

Lincolnville Community Hall 
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DAVID MACDONALD 

Collen Hatcher and his family 
had always enjoyed gathering 
around the kitchen table for a 
game of crib or a classic board 
game like Monopoly.

But a fateful trip to the an-
nual Hal-Con Sci-Fi, Fantasy 
and Comic Convention eight 
years ago tuned Hatcher into 
the true art and complexity of 
the board game.

“(There was) a room 
devoted strictly to board 
games,” he said.  “A massive 
library of games and volun-
teers who’d teach the game to 
you.”

The event stoked a passion 
for games in Hatcher.

“I guess more of an addic-
tion … now, I own over 130 
games,” he said.

Step outside the influence 
of iconic games like Mo-
nopoly, Clue or Scrabble and 
the world of the board — or 
tabletop — game bursts with 
creativity, imagination and 
fun. 

One of Hatcher’s favourite 
games is Carcassonne, a tile-
placement game set in medi-
eval-era France where players 
achieve points by building 
roads, castles, monasteries 
and other landmarks.

Hatcher admits an irony in 
this COVID-19 age regarding 
another all-time favourite: 
Pandemic. Players work to-
gether to deal with several 
plagues hitting the world’s 
population in an example of a 
co-operative game.  

“You’re assigned different 
roles (such as a medic) and 
you have to work together 
and make decisions together,” 
he said. “It gets fun; you can 
get into super-heated argu-
ments.”

Patricio Garcia of Halifax, 

who has collected games since 
2012, is also an unbridled 
board game enthusiast.

Garcia’s favourite games 
include Bus, in which players 
buy bus routes and transport 
as many passengers as pos-
sible, in what Garcia calls 
“a heavy strategy game.” 
Another favourite is Scythe, 
set in an alternate-history 
version of the 1920s where 
people co-exist with high-
tech machinery.

Garcia has amassed 542 
games but that doesn’t in-
clude expansions, which are 
available for some games to 
add items like game pieces, 
additional board space or ex-

tended game play. 
“When you include expan-

sions, I top out at 1,030,” he 
said.

Dan Morton, manager of 
Midgard Gaming in Mount 
Pearl, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, said the pandemic 
forced him to pivot his busi-
ness in a different direction. 
Pre-COVID, Midgard was 
more like a board game cafe 
where you could play a table-
top game or use one of 10 
computers and six X-Boxes. 
But pandemic restrictions 
closed those options.

He ended up selling all the 
computers and X-Boxes and 
built up the retail side.

“A tangible thing people 
can take home and experience 
on their table,” he said.

He said the pandemic 
forced people to interact 
more with those they live 
with and board games were 
a perfect way to do that. It 
was also a needed break from 
the computer screens during 
lengthy lockdowns and with 
work and school moving 
online.

Morton said the pandemic, 
plus higher costs for going 
out, has shown “it’s OK to 
be at home and hanging out 
with people there. You still 
want to go out, but you don’t 
necessarily want to do it all 

the time.”
Morton hopes to set up 

more regular monthly events 
and even a version of retreats 
held by some American game 
communities. 

Back in Nova Scotia, 
Hatcher says he’s missed gath-
ering with other gamers dur-
ing the past couple of years. 
He hopes this year’s Hal-Con 
— which will run at full ca-
pacity for the first time since 
2019 and is slated for October 
— will get people in the board 
game scene excited again.

“People that love board 
games, we’re addicted.”

Suzanne Milner, of Wind-
sor, said before the pandemic, 
she’d host international 
students at her home with 
a game night once a week, 
complete with pizza and 
snacks.

“We always started with 
Yahtzee and then moved on 
to Clue and Scrabble,” she 
said.

But the international stu-
dents stopped coming due to 
the pandemic. It was months 
later when she decided to re-
start game night with a group 
of friends.

Milner enjoys the familiar-
ity of old favourites like Mo-
nopoly and Yahtzee.

“Yahtzee can get pretty 
friggin’ competitive,” she said.

And, about Monopoly: 
“There’s something about 
being a land baron in a game 
you can never do in life and 
you have bragging rights if 
you do well.”

Milner is happy to once 
again play her favourite 
games with her friends.

“You don’t have to go out 
and spend money to have 
fun. You don’t have to do hair 
and makeup to play a board 
game.”

access for only

$14.99
/month*

* For new members only.

Getunlimited digital

Find all of our membership options on

Sharing
stories and
perspectives
to create
stronger

communities.

SaltWire.com/subscribe

Port Hawkesbury Paper Wind is proposing to build a
130-megawatt wind farm on lands in Guysborough
County that are currently under sustainable forest
management licence to Port Hawkesbury Paper.

The project will reduce the facility’s carbon footprint
and help reduce energy cost to ensure a long-term
future for one of the region’s largest employers.

Please join us at this upcoming
open house to learn more.

OPEN HOUSE:
Wednesday June 29, 2022 6-8 pm

St. Francis Harbour Hall
3294 Hwy 344

Take your board game beyond
There’s a wide variety of themes and strategies for all ages

Patricio Garcia of Halifax is a dedicated collector of games. His games room includes 542 differ-
ent games. Including extensions (add-ons) to many of those games, he says the total amount is 
1,030. CONTRIBUTED
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speak about student em-
ployment this summer. 
He said, “At the water-
front we’re trying to find 
students [as are] some 
of the other organiza-
tions around town…It’s a 
hard job right now to find 
summer students here to 
work. We had five or six 
applications and there’s 
only two now for three 
positions. The other ones 
said they already had 
jobs…there’s a lot of 
jobs around just not a lot 
of students to fill them, 
unfortunately.”

The MODG has faced 
similar issues this sum-

legacy and contribution 
dates back more than 
400 years.

Councillor Hudson 
MacLeod, District 7, was 
the only councillor who 
voted against the motion. 
He explained that, while 
he supported the cre-
ation of the Black seat 
on council when it was 
created over 25 years 
ago, he wouldn’t support 
the acknowledgement of 
one group over others 
that had also contributed 
to Nova Scotia.

In other business, 
Councillor Paul Long, 
District 1, asked to 

GUYSBOROUGH – At the 
regular monthly Munici-
pality of the District Guys-
borough (MODG) council 
meeting on June 15, 
council passed a motion 
to start the process of 
changing a municipal 
by-law.

The amendment 
would add to the land 
acknowledgement read 
at the beginning of every 
council meeting in recog-
nition that council is in 
Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral 
and unceded territory of 
the Mi’kma’ki People, 
and recognize the Blacks 
of Nova Scotia, whose 

By Lois Ann Dort, Local Journalism Initiative reporter

Council notes

MODG intends to amend land acknowledgment,
maintains silence on landfill sale price

regards to waste man-
agement services; that’s 
disposal, collection, 
hauling – the whole nine 
yards. So, based upon 
that, it didn’t look like 
they were coming this 
way. So, if we lose our 
largest client, it’s no lon-
ger a viable business.”

Near and long-term 
viability was one factor 
MODG considered when 
negotiating the sale, Pitts 
said, “But, that wasn’t 
the only thing, another 
thing is diversion. Back 
when we first did the 

the community since 
the MODG formerly an-
nounced it on June 7. 

When council ad-
journed, MODG Warden 
Vernon Pitts had some 
comments on the sale of 
the WMF for the media.

Pitts said the MODG 
had contracts with 
various municipal units, 
and “These contracts are 
running out in a couple of 
years. We tried to start 
negations with our major 
contract. There was no 
dial tone, there was no 
pickup, no negotiations…
they went out for ex-
pressions of interest in 

mer with only two appli-
cations for four student 
labourer positions.

Discussion around the 
council table indicated 
that university-aged stu-
dents were not returning 
to fill summer jobs as 
they had a decade ago. 
Volunteer and non-profit 
organizations that had 
summer jobs for students 
now rely on high school 
students to fill positions.

Although not part of 
the discussion at council, 
the sale of the Guysbor-
ough Waste Management 
Facility (WMF) has been 
a topic of discussion in Continued on 7

for consideration last 
month.

The MSER, an-
nounced last fall, is 
designed to give local 
governments greater say 
over municipal spending 
priorities funded by the 
province, but St. Mary’s 

during a regular coun-
cil meeting on June 
13 after an extensive 
examination of the most 
recent Municipal Service 
Exchange Renegotiation 
(MSER) survey from the 
province, which was sent 
to local elected officials 

ST. MARY’S – Council 
for the Municipality of 
the District of St. Mary’s 
is questioning whether 
it can maintain its level 
of policing without more 
help from the provincial 
government.

The issue was raised 

By Alec Bruce, Local Journalism Initiative reporter

St. Mary’s council weighs options in face of high policing costs

councillors wondered 
how much elbow room 
they actually have given 
the dramatic increase 
in the RCMP budget last 
year.

“I think that’s some-
thing that definitely 
needs to be looked at,” 

Warden Greg Wier said. 
“[It’s] whether municipal-
ities can maintain proper 
policing, [the costs of] 
which have gone up way 
more than the cost of 
living.”

Last March, St. 
Mary’s Director of 

Finance Marian Fraser 
stunned councillors 
when she announced 
that the price for policing 
the municipality would 
rise by 11.04 per cent in 
2022-23, an increase of 

Continued on 5
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While out on the wa-
ter, Lion Ray welcomed 
the participating boats 
before lay minister Vonda 
George Card from All 
Saints Anglican Church 
read a special prayer 
and blessing, which was 
broadcast to the boats in 
the parade.

Following a moment of 
silence in honour of the 
lost fishermen and fish-
erwomen, wreaths and 
flowers were placed by 
the participating boats, 
while the Whites laid one 
on behalf of the Canso Li-
ons Club. George placed 
one for area clergy, while 
Meade laid one for those 
lost at sea.

Lion Ray thanked 

the boat owners for 
their participation in the 
46th annual parade and 
wreath laying.

More than 35 boats pa-
raded on Canso Harbour 
Sunday afternoon (Aug. 
21) for the traditional 
laying of wreaths at sea 
from the annual Sea-
men’s Memorial Day in 
Canso.

Lions Ray and Judy 
White gathered the 
wreaths at the memorial 
and transported them to 
Whitman’s Wharf, where 
they were distributed to 
each of the participat-
ing vessels, including 
Sea Thunder – the lead 
boat captained by Garth 
Meade.

The boat parade cir-
cled the harbour before 
steaming to Chedabucto 
Bay.

Seamen’s Memorial wreaths taken to sea

Lions Ray and Judy White lay a wreath for the Canso 
Lions Club. Contributed

Lay minister Vonda George Card lays a wreath at sea 
for area churches. Ray White

The boat parade heads out on Canso Harbour for the laying of Seamen’s Memorial wreaths. Ray White
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Port Hawkesbury Paper Wind is proposing to build a 130-megawatt wind 

farm on lands in Guysborough County that are currently under sustainable 

forest management license to Port Hawkesbury Paper. The project will 

reduce the facility's carbon footprint and help reduce energy cost to ensure 

a long-term future for one of the region's largest employers. Visit p h p 

wind dot ca and join them at the following open houses from 6 to 8 p.m., to 

learn more: today at the Lincolnville Community Hall, Tuesday at Auld’s 

Cove Fire Hall and Wednesday at Chedabucto Lifestyle Complex. 
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Exit Survey Summary Report 

 

Port Hawkesbury Paper Wind Limited Partnership have held five Community Open Houses prior to 
EA registration. The goal was to provide information on the Project and answer any questions or 
concerns brought forward by community members.  

Open house #1 took place on Monday June 27, 2022, from 6-8 pm in the Lincolnville Community 
Hall. A total of 11 people attended this open house (Figure 6.1). Open house #2 was held on 
Wednesday, June 29, 2022, from 6-8 pm in St. Francis Harbor Hall; 12 people attended. Open house 
#3 was held on Monday, August 29, 2022, from 6-8 pm in the Lincolnville Community Hall; three 
people attended. Open house #4 was held on Tuesday, August 30, 2022, from 6-8 pm at the Auld’s 
Cove Fire Hall; eight people attended. Open house #5 was held on Wednesday, August 31, 2022, 
from 6-8 pm at the Chedabucto Lifestyle Complex in the Town of Guysborough; five people 
attended. Participants were able to provide written feedback through an exit survey, a summary of 
which can be found below.  

 

1. How did you hear about this event?  

 

Most respondents (36%) learned about an open house by word of mouth; 20% attended as a result 
of their Municipal/County Councillor; 13% referenced seeing a newspaper advertisement; 10% 
found out via social media; 7% from traditional media; 7% from the Project website, and 7% learned 
by other means.  
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2. How helpful was the information you received?  

 

39% of respondents (12 of 31 found the information was useful), while another 39% selected a 
neutral response. 13% of respondents (4 of 31) did not find the information useful.   

 

3) Please provide your comments or feedback 

The replies ranged from commenting on the elements and caliber of the Open Houses themselves, 
to expressing support for the Project, to ideas for continued engagement of the community. The 
responses are provided here verbatim:  

• Quite informative but would like to find out more.  

• What will the community gain?  

• How bad will the wildlife be affected? Health?  

• Where exactly they will be located? 

• No one in community is able to do these jobs.  

• You left out where your camera’s located. 

• Jobs no one in our community is trained for 

• Do any of these jobs open soon? 

• $800,000 that goes to Municipality but environmentally what are they doing for the 
community you’re using?  

• Paper is no longer.  

• Paper is no longer produced locally. 
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• This information was somewhat helpful. Would like to have more of a greater outline 

• What will we get from this monies? $800,000 

• We want solar panels for our use 

• Would have been a lot more informative if I had known about the meeting, but the few 
questions I did ask I got an answer 

• Our water way 

• Camera location 

• Our health  

• Noise right on my property 

• Nothing for us in Lincolnville Municpality 

• Selling us out 

• No jobs for our community 

• Our wildlife habitat 

• Timeline to breaking ground 

• $800,000 Municipality; they won’t even cut back the trees.  

• Environmentally, our birds, wildlife is affected, our water is affected  

• Port Hawkesbury Paper Wind: do it on their property.  

• Bring an agreement to us, a guarantee 

• Our property is being destroyed all in the Lincolnville open field.  

• We don’t benefit from any of this Project, so no windmill in Lincolnville.  

• Make sure our water is protected, our wetlands are protected.  

• I would definitely attend more meetings to learn more 

• I live in Linvolnville, am very impacted by this Project. 3km from my home. It is too close for 
my health.  

• The benefits should be in our community, not the Municipality of Guysborough. We can 
take care of our community!  

• The consultations are very helpful and informative. My perceptions are becoming much 
better. Questions are being answered clearly.  

• My concerns are the large eagle population running into turbines.  

• They’re ugly. Houses in areas with wind farms also decrease in value.  

• I’m concerned about environmental impacts.  

• There is a large eagle population here.  

• I’m also concerned about the aesthetics of a wind farm.  

• Property values go down close to wind farms 

• I’m also not convinced wind farms are really an efficient source of energy. 

• Info and studies are appreciated.  

• You hear many misconceptions, so truthful info is key to getting community on board 

• Great engagement. An excellent project 

• I’m concerned about any possible impact to wildlife 

• possible hazards to humans, such as noise pollution, and aesthetics.  

• Also concerned property values connected to the project going down 

• Not interested in having this here. Concerned about property values 

• Concerned about sound/light reflecting from the turbines 

• They are also an eye sore 



4 
 

• Do not want wind turbines added to any of the area. Don’t see any advantage to them, net 
or gross.  

• I would like to keep informed as the project advances 

• Interested in more info, as it develops 

• Should you have a news tip about this project call [Phone number]  

• Concerned about the affects on the lakes 

• Also glad that Indigenous people are being thought of as their main concern is “Mother 
Earth”  

• Very clear straight forward information 

• Good luck, all positive.  

• Thank you for the information  

• Look forward to providing our wharf facility in Mulgrave to receive the turbines and 
facilitate their movement to site 

• I am for the project 

• Good info  

• Hopefully this project will happen  



Name redacted
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