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Approval Date:

Highway 104 Sutherlands River to Antigonish Project

Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal

Sutherlands River to Antigonish, Pictou and Antigonish Counties, Nova Scotia

Terms and Conditions for Environmental Assessment Approval

1

Definitions

1.1

Approval means the environmental assessment (EA) Approval te....s and
conditions, which relates to the Approval Holder and their Project situated
between Sutherlands River and Antigonish.

1.2  Environment Act means Environment Act 1994-95, c.1, s.1, and includes,
unless the context otherwise requires, the regulations made pursuant to
the Act, as amended from time to time.

1.3 Department means the Department of Environment (unless otherwise
specified in the Approval conditions), and the contact for the Department
for this Approval is: Pictou and Antigonish regional offices, Regional
Inspectors.

1.4  Minister means the Minister of Environment.

Scope

2.1 Project means the Highway 104 Sutherlands River to Antigonish Project
described in the EA Registration Information. Registration Information
means the Registration Document submitted to the Department during the
EA review.

~2neral

3.1  The Approval Holder shall, within two years of the date of issuance of this

Approval, commence work on the Project unless granted a written
extension by the Minister.






3.13

3.14

3.15

3.16

Unless spec...2d otherwise in this Approval, all s: ples required to be
collected by this Approval shall be collected, preserved and analyzed, by
qualified personnel, in accordance with recognized industry standards and
procedures that are deemed acceptable to the Department.

The Approval Holder shall ensure that this Approval, or a copy, is present
at the Project site while personnel are on site and that personnel directly
involved in the Project are made fully aware of the terms and conditions
which pertain to this Approval.

The Approval Holder shall update and/or revise any of the plans,
programs or other documents required in this Approval to reflect the
progressive development of and/or changes to the Project at a schedule
acceptable to, or upon the request of, the Department.

Based on the resuits of the monitoring plans required in this Approval, the
Approval Holder shall make necessary modifications to mitigation plans
and/or changes to Project operations to prevent unacceptable
environmental effects, as required by the Department.

Where a condition of this Approval requires the Approval Holder to consult
a particular party or parties regarding the content of a document, the
Approval Holder shall: provide a written notice to each such party inviting
comments on the document within a reasonable timeframe, provide a
written explanation to each party how the comments are addressed and
considered, as well as maintain a record of consultation with each party
and provide a copy of such consultation to the Department.

Surface Water Resources

4.1

4.2

4.3

The Approval Holder shall not conduct any Project activities, or removal of
vegetation within 30 metres of a watercourse and/or a wetland unless
otherwise authorized in writing by the Department.

Refueling shall not be conducted within 30 metres of any surface water
resource.

The Aj. ral Holc , as part of the application for ti irt o
under the Environment Act (namely the watercourse alteration approval),
shall provide written information to address the following points, and
submit them to the Department for review and acceptance:

a) clarification related to the potential extent of the watercourse remov: i,
' v ity i

as well as any necessary mitigations;
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Groundwater Resources

5.1

5.2

53

5.4

Prior to commencement of the Project, the Approve Holder shall provide
the Department a standardized baseline survey report of existing water
supply wells within 500 meters of the centerline of the new highway
alignment. The pre-construction survey report shall include detailed
information about the water well supply in addition to water samples
collected and analyzed for total and fecal coliform bacteria, pH, general
chemistry and metals. The survey results are to be mapped, tabulated
and compared to relevant regulations and guidelines.

Prior to any blasting, the Approval Holder shall provide for review and
acceptance, an updated blasting plan. The plan shall include an updated
pre-blast survey for structures and water wells within 800 metres of the
point of the blast, a detailed blast monitoring plan, and a full blast damage
response policy.

Prior to operation of the Project, the Approval Holder shall develop a
comprehensive pre-construction and post-construction well water quality,
quantity and water level monitoring plan that is carried out for a minimum
5-year period unless otherwise approved by the Department. The Plan
shall include the following points, and the Approval Holder shall implement
the plan once the plan is deemed acceptable by the Department:

a) a description and a map showing the pre-construction and post-
construction water wells to be included in the water well monitoring
program; and

b) a table identifying the name, location, monitoring frequency and
monitoring parameters (minimum water quality sampling of coliform
bacteria, general chemistry and metais) for each water well monitoring
site.

Prior to operation of the Project , the Approval Holder shall submit a water
supply contingency plan acceptable to the Department, and the plan shall
include the following = re »ond to ential Project impacts on water
wells: reference to the post-construction monitoring plan and how the
results of that plan will be used, how water well complaints will be
processed, what situations will trigger corrective action, the main potential
corrective actions proposed to address any water quantity and water
quality issues and how disputes will be resolved.






6.3

6.4

. measures developed for identification, communication and
mitigation for at-risk species (listed under SARA or ESA), if at-risk
species were discovered while undertaking Project related work;
and

g) measures to manage non-native (alien invasive) plant species.

Prior to commencement of the Project, the Approval Holder shall ensure
the wildlife management plan is deemed acceptable by the Department.
The Approval Holder shall implement the plan immediately following the
acceptance of the wildlife management plan by the Department.

Prior to commencement of the Project, the Approval Holder shall develop
a plan regarding the design of wildlife crossing structures, in consultation
with DLF, Wildlife Division. The Approval Holder shall implement the plan
once the plan is deemed acceptable by the Department.

The Approval Holder shall clear vegetation outside of the breeding season
for most bird species (April 15 to August 31), unless otherwise authorized
in writing by the Department. Vegetation clearing shall be recorded in a
daily log that shall be available for review by the Department indicating the
date and time of the clearing operation and the contractor.

Air Quality

71

7.2

7.3

Prior to commencement of the Project, the Approval Holder shall develop
a plan to suppress dust associated with the Project during the
construction phase. The Approval Holder shall implement the plan once
the plan is deemed acceptable by the Department.

At the request of the Department, the Approval Holder shall develop and
implement an air quality and/or dust monitoring plan. This plan shall
include, but not be limited to, sampling locations, parameters, monitoring
methods, protocols and frequency.

At the request of the Department, the Approval Holder shall monitor noise
levels.
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1

9.3

At the request of the Department, the Approval Holder shall develop and
implemel a plan for the formation and operation of a - ommunity Liaison
Committee (CLC) including terms of reference, which meets the
Department’s Guide for the Formation and Operation of a Community
Liaison Committee. The Approval Holder shall operate the CLC for the
duration of the Project or until released in writing by the Department.

Engagement with the Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia

10.1

10.2

The Approval Holder shall develop and implement a Mi'kmaq
Communication Plan for the Project, which will include a process for
communicating Project details and seeking input from the Mi'kmag
community.

The Approval Holder shall complete a Mi'kmaq Ecological Knowledge
Study for the Project, and submit the completed study to the Department,
and the Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuagn Negotiation Office.

Contingency Plan

11.1

Prior to commencement of the Project, the Approval Holder shall develop
a contingency plan which meets the Department’s Contingency Planning
Guidelines. The plan shall provide prevention measures and address
accidental occurrences including but not limited to: spills of hydrocarbons
or other hazardous materials, failure of erosion and sediment control

measures, fires, and vehicular collisions. The Approval Holder shall
implement the plan once deemed acceptable by the Department, over the
lifetime of the Project.

Margaret Miller, MLA
Minister of Environment



