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Community Wind Farms Inc.  
…. working with communities across Atlantic Canada 
 
 

 

 
 

246 Mullock Road, Box 462, Mahone Bay NS  B0J 2E0 
T: 902 527 3158  E: keith@communitywind.ca www.communitywind.ca 

The Confederacy of Mainland Mi'kmaq (Main Office) 
PO Box 1590 (57 Martin Crescent, B2N 6N7)  
Truro, NS B2N 5V3      October 3, 2012 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are writing to inform you of the on-going plans for the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project located in 
the County of Colchester.  We are currently proposing the development of a wind energy generation facility located 
close to the community of Hilden, approximately 6km southeast of the Town of Truro, in Colchester County, NS.  The 
land is privately owned.  The Project coordinates are 45o19’23”N, 63o20’30”W.  
 
The Project will consist of five wind turbines generating a total capacity of 10.4 megawatts.  The proposed turbines will 
be connected to the existing distribution system. 
 
Currently, the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project is in the assessment and planning stages.  As part of 
the development process, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is being undertaken to determine and mitigate any 
effects of the Project on the environment and local interests.  Baseline studies which will be conducted as part of the 
EA process consist of: 
 
� Birds, bats, and general wildlife; 
� Plants and wetlands; 
� Watercourses and fish habitat; 
� Groundwater and geology; 
� Sound and shadow flicker; 
� Visual aesthetics; 
� Cultural and heritage resources; 
� Socio-economic conditions and human health; and 
� Mi’kmaq Ecological Knowledge Study. 

 
Community engagement is an integral part of this process and all those interested in the Project are encouraged to 
become involved and provide feedback.  We would like to invite members of the Mi’kmaq First Nations to participate.  
If you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns, feel free to contact the undersigned at (902) 527-3158 or by email 
at keith@communitywind.ca. 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
 
Keith Towse 
Community Wind Farms Inc. 
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246 Mullock Road, Box 462, Mahone Bay NS  B0J 2E0 
T: 902 527 3158  E: keith@communitywind.ca www.communitywind.ca 

Kwilmu’kw Maw-Klusuaqn Negotiation Office  
Attn: Consultation Liaison Officer  
851 Willow Street,  
Truro, B2N 6N8      October 3, 2012 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are writing to inform you of the on-going plans for the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project located in 
the County of Colchester.  We are currently proposing the development of a wind energy generation facility located 
close to the community of Hilden, approximately 6km southeast of the Town of Truro, in Colchester County, NS.  The 
land is privately owned.  The Project coordinates are 45o19’23”N, 63o20’30”W.  
 
The Project will consist of five wind turbines generating a total capacity of 10.4 megawatts.  The proposed turbines will 
be connected to the existing distribution system. 
 
Currently, the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project is in the assessment and planning stages.  As part of 
the development process, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is being undertaken to determine and mitigate any 
effects of the Project on the environment and local interests.  Baseline studies which will be conducted as part of the 
EA process consist of: 
 
� Birds, bats, and general wildlife; 
� Plants and wetlands; 
� Watercourses and fish habitat; 
� Groundwater and geology; 
� Sound and shadow flicker; 
� Visual aesthetics; 
� Cultural and heritage resources; 
� Socio-economic conditions and human health; and 
� Mi’kmaq Ecological Knowledge Study. 

 
Community engagement is an integral part of this process and all those interested in the Project are encouraged to 
become involved and provide feedback.  We would like to invite members of the Mi’kmaq First Nations to participate.  
If you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns, feel free to contact the undersigned at (902) 527-3158 or by email 
at keith@communitywind.ca. 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
 
Keith Towse 
Community Wind Farms Inc. 
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246 Mullock Road, Box 462, Mahone Bay NS  B0J 2E0 
T: 902 527 3158  E: keith@communitywind.ca www.communitywind.ca 

Native Council of Nova Scotia (NCNS) 
Grace Conrad (Chief and President ) 
129 Truro Heights Road 
P.O. Box 1320, Truro, NS B2N 5N2      October 3, 2012 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are writing to inform you of the on-going plans for the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project located in 
the County of Colchester.  We are currently proposing the development of a wind energy generation facility located 
close to the community of Hilden, approximately 6km southeast of the Town of Truro, in Colchester County, NS.  The 
land is privately owned.  The Project coordinates are 45o19’23”N, 63o20’30”W.  
 
The Project will consist of five wind turbines generating a total capacity of 10.4 megawatts.  The proposed turbines will 
be connected to the existing distribution system. 
 
Currently, the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project is in the assessment and planning stages.  As part of 
the development process, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is being undertaken to determine and mitigate any 
effects of the Project on the environment and local interests.  Baseline studies which will be conducted as part of the 
EA process consist of: 
 
� Birds, bats, and general wildlife; 
� Plants and wetlands; 
� Watercourses and fish habitat; 
� Groundwater and geology; 
� Sound and shadow flicker; 
� Visual aesthetics; 
� Cultural and heritage resources; 
� Socio-economic conditions and human health; and 
� Mi’kmaq Ecological Knowledge Study. 

 
Community engagement is an integral part of this process and all those interested in the Project are encouraged to 
become involved and provide feedback.  We would like to invite members of the Mi’kmaq First Nations to participate.  
If you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns, feel free to contact the undersigned at (902) 527-3158 or by email 
at keith@communitywind.ca. 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
 
Keith Towse 
Community Wind Farms Inc. 
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246 Mullock Road, Box 462, Mahone Bay NS  B0J 2E0 
T: 902 527 3158  E: keith@communitywind.ca www.communitywind.ca 

Unama’ki Institute of Natural Resources  
PO Box 8096 (4102 Shore Road) 
Eskasoni NS B1W 1C2      October 3, 2012 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are writing to inform you of the on-going plans for the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project located in 
the County of Colchester.  We are currently proposing the development of a wind energy generation facility located 
close to the community of Hilden, approximately 6km southeast of the Town of Truro, in Colchester County, NS.  The 
land is privately owned.  The Project coordinates are 45o19’23”N, 63o20’30”W.  
 
The Project will consist of five wind turbines generating a total capacity of 10.4 megawatts.  The proposed turbines will 
be connected to the existing distribution system. 
 
Currently, the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project is in the assessment and planning stages.  As part of 
the development process, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is being undertaken to determine and mitigate any 
effects of the Project on the environment and local interests.  Baseline studies which will be conducted as part of the 
EA process consist of: 
 
� Birds, bats, and general wildlife; 
� Plants and wetlands; 
� Watercourses and fish habitat; 
� Groundwater and geology; 
� Sound and shadow flicker; 
� Visual aesthetics; 
� Cultural and heritage resources; 
� Socio-economic conditions and human health; and 
� Mi’kmaq Ecological Knowledge Study. 

 
Community engagement is an integral part of this process and all those interested in the Project are encouraged to 
become involved and provide feedback.  We would like to invite members of the Mi’kmaq First Nations to participate.  
If you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns, feel free to contact the undersigned at (902) 527-3158 or by email 
at keith@communitywind.ca. 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
 
Keith Towse 
Community Wind Farms Inc. 
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246 Mullock Road, Box 462, Mahone Bay NS  B0J 2E0 
T: 902 527 3158  E: keith@communitywind.ca www.communitywind.ca 

Union of Nova Scotia Indians (Environmental Services) 
for Attention of Kim Paul 
47 Maillard St, Membertou, Nova Scotia B1S 2P5      October 3, 2012 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are writing to inform you of the on-going plans for the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project located in 
the County of Colchester.  We are currently proposing the development of a wind energy generation facility located 
close to the community of Hilden, approximately 6km southeast of the Town of Truro, in Colchester County, NS.  The 
land is privately owned.  The Project coordinates are 45o19’23”N, 63o20’30”W.  
 
The Project will consist of five wind turbines generating a total capacity of 10.4 megawatts.  The proposed turbines will 
be connected to the existing distribution system. 
 
Currently, the Millbrook/Truro Heights Community Wind Project is in the assessment and planning stages.  As part of 
the development process, an Environmental Assessment (EA) is being undertaken to determine and mitigate any 
effects of the Project on the environment and local interests.  Baseline studies which will be conducted as part of the 
EA process consist of: 
 
� Birds, bats, and general wildlife; 
� Plants and wetlands; 
� Watercourses and fish habitat; 
� Groundwater and geology; 
� Sound and shadow flicker; 
� Visual aesthetics; 
� Cultural and heritage resources; 
� Socio-economic conditions and human health; and 
� Mi’kmaq Ecological Knowledge Study. 

 
Community engagement is an integral part of this process and all those interested in the Project are encouraged to 
become involved and provide feedback.  We would like to invite members of the Mi’kmaq First Nations to participate.  
If you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns, feel free to contact the undersigned at (902) 527-3158 or by email 
at keith@communitywind.ca. 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
 
Keith Towse 
Community Wind Farms Inc. 
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AN INVITATION 
 

TWO PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 
INFORMATION SESSIONS FOR  

TRURO HEIGHTS AND MILLBROOK WIND FARMS 
 

GLOOSCAP HERITAGE CENTRE ON MAY 13TH, 6:00 – 9:00 PM 

 

HILDEN FIRE HALL ON MAY 14TH, 6:00 – 9:00 PM 

 

Key Facts About Millbrook & Truro Heights Wind Farms
 
The projects will provide Colchester County with nearly $2m in property tax over the 
project life time

Through the Community Sustainability Fund, the communities of Millbrook and Hilden 
will receive nearly $1m over the life of the project

The projects will contribute in creating the next generation of clean energy jobs for Nova 
Scotians

The projects represent an investment of more than $20m in Colchester County, much of 
which will come from outside the province. A significant portion of that capital will be 
invested in contracting with Nova Scotian companies for development, construction, 
and operations services.

The projects will create steady, stable, long term revenues for the Millbrook and 
Eskasoni First Nations in an investment which is in line with the Mi’kmaw environmental 
ethic.

The projects will generate enough clean electricity for more than 3000 local homes and 
will help to stabilize Nova Scotia’s volatile electricity prices.

The projects have undergone an extensive Environmental Assessment which will be 
submitted in May.  That process has found that, “there are no significant environmental 
concerns or impacts (residual or cumulative) that may result from the Project[s] that 
cannot be effectively mitigated or monitored.”

The projects meet and in many cases far exceed all Federal, Provincial and Municipal 
Permitting Requirements

The environmental and economic benefits of this project far outweigh the negative 
impacts.



  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Truro Heights and Millbrook Wind Farms – update

After more than one year of environmental, archaeological and sociological studies, the proponents behind 
the co-located Millbrook Community Wind and Truro Heights Community Wind have completed all the 
critical studies to help determine where we will locate the turbines, and to discuss and quantify all the 
potential impacts of the project on the natural environment, archaeological resources, and on potential 
project neighbour’s. Through the publication of our Environmental Assessment report and the Open House 
information sessions, we are sharing all of the information we have learned about the project site as widely 
as possible, including our plans for construction and operation. The Environmental Assessment report details 
how we will meet, and in many cases far exceed federal, provincial and municipal permit requirements 
(including those about noise and visual impact). The report also provides a full analysis of the potential 
impacts these projects may have. 
 
The Environmental Assessment process provides the public an opportunity to make comment on our project 
and we will advertise the submission of the Environmental Assessment in the local newspaper.  We will be 
holding two public open houses to provide you with an opportunity to meet the teams who worked on the 
documents, at Glooscap Heritage Centre on May 13th and Hilden Fire Hall on May 14th.  We will be posting 
our Environmental Assessment documents on the project specific websites (www.truroheightswindfarm.ca 
and www.millbrookwindfarm.ca) and will provide a web link to Nova Scotia Environment's website, where 
they will also be available. You can make comments directly to Nova Scotia Environment through their 
website.  Additionally, copies of the document will be available to read at Truro Public Library, Colchester 
County Courthouse, Millbrook Band office and Glooscap Heritage Centre. A very brief summary of some of 
the most pertinent results relating to impacts on potential neighbors of the EA is given below - please come 
out to the meetings or contact me directly with your questions.  
 
Finally, we are in the process of setting up a Community Liaison Committee to ensure that any concerns 
from the community can be quickly addressed, both during the construction period (expected to be summer 
2014) and when the wind farm is operating. We will also establish a Community Sustainability Fund, which 
will receive 1% of the revenue from the projects when they are operating, and which will be managed and 
directed by the local community – we expect this fund will receive approx. $15,000 per year for Truro Heights 
Wind Farm and $22,000 per year for Millbrook Wind Farm. 
 
  



  

 

 

 

 

 

  
SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES & IMPACTS RELATED TO POTENTIAL NEIGHBOURS OF THE PROJECT: 
 
The EA document includes results of preliminary noise modeling.   
As part of our Environmental Assessment, we have conducted noise modeling, which provides a “worst-case” 
scenario for the potential noise impacts of the turbines at each residence.  The map showing results of those 
studies is on our web site, which shows that all residential properties and farm buildings will experience 
noise levels significantly below the provincial regulations of 40 dB(A). We will carry out post-construction 
noise monitoring to ensure that our noise modeling is accurate and we will share the results of the studies 
with the Nova Scotia Department of Environment and the local community. 
 
We have carried out pre-construction noise monitoring.   
We have measured the current ambient noise conditions at locations close to the project site, which shows 
that existing background noise levels in the area are approx. 50 dB(A).  
 
The  project will meet or exceed all applicable municipal and provincial noise and distance setbacks.   
For Colchester County, turbines must be at a minimum 700 meters away from the nearest residence. The 
closest residence is 910 meters from the nearest turbine, there are only two residences within 1 km of the 
turbine, and there are 41 residences within 2km of the project. 
 
Visual Impacts 
We have prepared visual impact simulations showing the visual impact of the turbines from several points 
around the project site. These can be found on our web site and in the Environmental Assessment.   
 
The project meets industry standards for shadow flicker   
The turbines and their turning blades have the ability to cast shadows.  Typically those shadows are the 
longest in the morning and evening and can sometimes reach several hundred meters in length.  We have 
conducted a shadow flicker analysis which will be able to tell individual residences the number of hours a 
year the proposed project is likely to produce shadows at a residence.  There are no municipal, provincial, or 
federal guidelines related to shadow flicker, but many jurisdictions have adopted the industry standard of no 
more than 30 hours of shadow flicker per year, or no more than 30 minutes of shadow flicker on the worst 
day of the year. These guidelines were used in the shadow flicker assessment for the Project. As the turbines 
are so far away from residences and the area is so heavily wooded, no residences will experience shadow 
flicker which exceed these guidelines. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Keith Towse  902 527 3158  keith@communitywind.ca 
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