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With Halloween just behind us, what 
follows might be termed a “slow week” 
in the business of show, but now that 
November is upon us, can the Christmas 
concert season be far behind?

(The answer is no, no it cannot.)
But until we get that chance to deck the 

halls and ding-dong merrily on high, the 
show to see this week would be a Saturday, 
Nov. 4 visit to New Glasgow’s Glasgow 
Square Theatre by U.K. folk group the 
Magpies, playing a handful of Maritimes 
dates in the midst of their Canadian tour.

Even if you’ve never heard of the 
Yorkshire trio of guitarist Bella Gaffney, 
Holly Brandon on fiddle and banjo player 
Kate Griffin — each an accomplished 
player on their instrument of choice — 
their appeal is quickly understood after a 
sampling of the videos on their website at 
www.themagpiesmusic.com or a spin of 
their albums Tidings (2020) and Undertow 
(2022) on Bandcamp at themagpies2.
bandcamp.com.

The music is undeniably folk thanks to 
their acoustic instrumentation, but there’s 
a pop sensibility in their harmonies and 
influences that extend from centuries-
old ballads to their haunting reworking of 
Eurythmics’ Sweet Dreams. 

But the group features some fetching 
songwriting of its own, and successfully 
blurs the lines between storied tradition 
and contemporary tales, especially on a 
song like Galileo that takes inspiration 
from the Italian giant of science, who 
marvelled at the natural word and found 
wisdom in the laws that govern it, only to 
have his name dragged through the mud 
for standing up for what he knew was right.

From the Cambridge Folk Festival, where 
they played one of their first major shows 
in 2018, to Glastonbury and Folk Alliance 
International in Montreal, the Magpies 
have shown their skill and spirit on some 
of the most prestigious stages around, and 
now they bring their effervescent approach 

to traditional tunes to Nova Scotia.
Tickets for the Magpies at Glasgow 

Square Theatre are $25 (plus fees) at www.
glasgowsquare.com, doors open at 6 p.m., 
show time is 6:30 p.m.

And if you happen to find yourself in 
Halifax on Thursday, Nov. 2, the Magpies 
are paired with the stellar duo the 
Bombadils for a terrific double-play at the 
Carleton Music Bar & Grill.

***
One of the busiest comics in Canada, 

Glace Bay-born standup Ron James is 
back in his old stomping grounds for a 
string of shows, including two nights at 
the Highland Arts Theatre in Sydney — 
Wednesday, Nov. 1 and Thursday, Nov. 2 — 
a stop at the Pictou County Wellness Centre 
presented by the deCoste Centre on Friday, 
Nov. 3. He’s also got a Halifax date at the 
Rebecca Cohn Auditorium on Saturday, 
Nov. 4 and a Liverpool Astor Theatre show 
on Nov. 14.

After graduating from Acadia University 
and cutting his teeth with the Second City 
Comedy troupe in Toronto in the 1980s, 
James is one of the most seasoned pros 
in Canuck standup these days, having 
recently recounted his “Rambles and 
Ruminations From the Canadian Road” in 
his best-selling memoir All Over the Map, 
but as the title of his current tour indicates, 
he’s Not Nearly Done Yet.

Twenty years ago, James joked that his 
love of caffeine and cholesterol-laden food 
meant he might not make it past 50, and 
the last thing he’d see during his imminent 

cardiac arrest is the wheel of the car in the 
driveway after he drops the snow shovel.

Now, at 65, James can still shovel the 
razor-sharp wit, keen observations and 
lightning-fast comedic reflexes that sell 
out shows from coast-to-coast. Tickets may 
already be gone by the time you read this, 
but let that be a reminder to snap some up 
the next time he comes through town.

***
On that note, it seemed like a good idea 

to give a heads up about a Christmas show 
on Dec. 17 at Port Hawkesbury’s SAERC 
Auditorium that will likely sell out sooner 
than later: Men of the Deeps’ Christmas in 
the Mine concert with guest, busy fiddler 
Colin Grant, who seems to be in four or 
five different groups at any one given time.

The tickets for the 3 p.m. afternoon show 
go on sale on Wednesday, Nov. 1 at 10 a.m., 
online at tickets.phcivic.com or 902-625-
2591, and if the rousing harmonies of the 
coal miners’ chorus don’t put you in the 
holiday mood come Dec. 17, you might find 
some coal in your stocking a week later.

Community Notice of Proposal
ABO Wind Canada plans to bid the Rhodena Wind Project in response 

to the NS Green Choice Program RFP in April 2024. The proposed 
Project is located between Route 19 and TCH 105, in Inverness County, 
in the general vicinity of Judique, Creignish, Port Hastings, and Port 
Hawkesbury.

Following mailouts and information sessions 
held in 2021 and 2023, ABO plans to do 
additional community engagement in early 2024.

ABO Wind welcomes your feedback and questions.

For information and contact information, visit
www.rhodenawind.ca
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ABO Wind is developing the Rhodena Wind project in 
response to Nova Scotia’s Green Choice procurement 
program for low-carbon, low-cost energy to fight 
climate change. Visit  
to learn more.

Wind turbines would be constructed on private land 
between Route 19 and Trans-Canada Highway 105, in 
the Municipality of the County of Inverness. 

ABO is aiming to form the Rhodena Wind Project 
Community Liaison Committee (CLC) 
to act as an advisory body to ABO Wind for this 
proposed Project. We’re inviting interested local 
representatives to join this CLC – Please consider 
participating in this group!

“Effective CLCs maintain good public 
relations, foster environmental 
stewardship, and act as a vehicle 
for transparent and ongoing 
communications between community, 
stakeholders, and the proponent on 
matters pertaining to current and 
planned development in the community” 
(Province of Nova Scotia, 2010)

ABO Wind Invites Applications  
for the Rhodena Wind  
Community Liaison Committee

www.rhodenawind

If you are interested in joining the CLC for the Rhodena 
Wind project, please contact ABO’s Communications 
and Community Engagement Lead in Halifax:  
Heidi.kirby@abo-wind.com / 902-329-9907.  

Please tell us a little bit about yourself and outline your 
primary reason(s) to want to join the CLC. The ABO 
Wind team looks forward to hearing from you!

Have a regular opportunity to share input, guidance, community views, and 
concerns 

Represent community interests through the mutual exchange of information 
between the developer and the community with respect to any existing or  
potential environmental effects of the Project plan and activities.

Should represent a cross-section of the community, including but not limited to 
residents/property owners located near the Project, local businesses,   municipal 
elected officials (or their representatives), First Nations, and  community or 
environmental groups, in addition to ABO staff.

Will meet quarterly, or as needed, on a voluntary basis (virtual or in-person). 

CLC members:





Rhodena Wind Project
2024 News  

Thank you to all who came out to attend the July 
2023 Rhodena Wind information sessions, hosted 
by the ABO Wind Canada team in Creignish. We 
value your feedback and local knowledge, and 
remain committed to transparent, meaningful, and 
ongoing community and stakeholder engagement. 

ABO Wind will be hosting two additional 
information sessions to discuss important 2024 
updates for the Rhodena Project with you:

We are still inviting interested individuals to join 
the Rhodena Wind Community Liaison Committee 
(CLC). CLC Members will meet periodically and will 
have a regular opportunity to share input, 
guidance, community views, and concerns to help 
inform the Project plan and related activities.

Do you have general Project questions, or interest 
in joining the CLC? Please reach out to:

Heidi Kirby
Communications and Engagement Lead (Atlantic), 
ABO Wind Canada 
Heidi.kirby@abo-wind.com  

ABO Wind strongly encourages the public to 
participate in the Project planning process, issue 
identification, and problem solving.



Project Updates 

ABO Wind Canada is developing the Rhodena Wind project together with our First Nations partner, Eskasoni  
in response to Nova Scotia’s Green Choice procurement program for clean, low-cost energy to fight climate 
change. The Green Choice Program (www.novascotiagcp.com) was developed to allow Nova Scotia’s large-scale 
energy customers to purchase up to 100% of their electricity use from local renewable energy sources.

NEW Map Rhodena Wind Layout: 6 turbines, producing 42 megawatts of clean energy

Now, up to 6 wind turbines would be placed on the hills between Route 19 and Trans-Canada Highway 105 in 
the Municipality of the County of Inverness on private land where we have the permission of the landowner. This 
renewable energy project would produce an estimated 42 megawatts of green energy – enough to power more 
than 13,600 homes annually!

Why the change from 15 turbines to 6?

The Green Choice program has a new requirement to build on private land 
only, so we are no longer utilizing Crown lands . We are hopeful 
this new layout, with a reduced footprint and only 6 turbines (previously 15), 
is accepted positively by the community. We look forward to hearing your 
feedback as we prepare to submit our Project into this procurement round in 
June 2024. 

The Green Choice Program is administered by an independent advisor, Coho. 

Construction and environment

Additional environmental studies are ongoing to help inform ABO Wind’s Environmental Assessment, 
a required component to proceed with Project construction.

The new layout will use nearly 70% existing roads, with about 10% of these requiring upgrades to 
ensure safe access and sufficient widening for equipment associat  with wind turbine installation. 

With our new 6-turbine layout, we have reduced the amount of expected land disturbance caused by 
site preparation and construction by nearly 50 ha (from 155 ha to 107 ha).





Current Project timeline:

Ongoing Consultation and engagement with local community groups, businesses, First 
Nations, government, and other relevant organizations in the region. Consultation 
will continue throughout the life of the Project.

December 1, 2023 Green Choice RFP was released. 

Winter/Spring 2024 Information sessions and ongoing local engagement.

June 14, 2024 The Project will be submitted for the Green Choice Program.

September 2024 Anticipated Green Choice project award.

2024-2025 Further field studies and Environmental Assessment (EA) submission. 

2025-2026 Construction anticipated to begin with tree and road clearing.

2027-2028 Commissioning – The Project is producing clean energy.

Schedule is preliminary and is subject to change

Community Benefits

Health Benefits 
The Project will offset emissions that would otherwise be emitted through the burning 
of fossil fuels. It will generate electricity without emitting greenhouse gases or air 
pollutants or any use of freshwater.

Municipal Tax Payments
An estimated $8-10M from ABO Wind to the municipality for local services and 
infrastructure over the lifetime of the project. 

Local Contracts and Jobs, and Spinoff Revenue 
During development and construction, estimated 30 to 50 local jobs during construction 
During operation, estimated 1-3 wind turbine technicians and other required 
maintenance work

Community Benefits Fund for Local Initiatives 

About ABO Wind Canada 

ABO Wind Canada Ltd. has been a subsidiary of ABO Wind since 2017, with offices now located in Halifax, St. 
John’s, and Calgary. Founded in 1996, ABO Wind is a Germany-based company with more than 1,200 employees in 
16 countries who work with enthusiasm on the planning, financing, construction, operational management, and 
maintenance of plants for a sustainable energy supply.



ABO Wind Canada invites you to attend one of our 
upcoming information sessions in Creignish!

The ABO Wind Canada team will be hosting two 
information sessions to discuss important 2024 updates 
for the proposed Rhodena Wind Project (Inverness 
County):

 Wednesday, April 17, 2024
 Afternoon drop-in session: 2pm - 4:30pm 
  Evening drop-in session: 6pm - 8:30pm
 Creignish Recreation Centre, 2123 Route 19, Creignish

Refreshments will be served

Visit www.rhodenawind.ca for updated 
Project information and contact details 
for our team. We look forward to 
hearing your feedback on our updated 
Project layout and answering any 
questions you may have.

Reminder:  

Rhodena Wind Project 
Drop-In Information 
Sessions











OPEN HOUSES #4 & #5 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2024 
AFTERNOON DROP-IN SESSION, 2:00 PM TO 4:30 PM 
EVENING DROP-IN SESSION, 6:00 PM TO 4:30 PM 
CREIGNISH RECREATION CENTRE 
2061 CEILIDH TRAIL, CREIGNISH   
































