
Comment Index 
Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, 

Pictou County 
Comment Period End Date:  May 12, 2026 

Government 

Number Source Date Received 

1 Environment and Climate Change - Compliance Division Team April 9, 2026 

2 Fisheries and Oceans Canada April 15, 2026 

3 Department of Municipal Affairs April 16, 2026 

4 Health Canada April 17, 2026 

5 Impact Assessment Agency of Canada April 20, 2026 

6 Environment and Climate Change Canada April 21, 2026 

7 Department of Health and Wellness – Environmental Heath Programs April 21, 2026 

8 Environment and Climate Change – Sustainability and Applied Science Division 
(Protected Areas Branch) April 22, 2026 

9 Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture April 21, 2026 

10 Environment and Climate Change – Climate Change Division April 21, 2026 

11 Department of Public Works April 22, 2026 

12 Environment and Climate Change - Sustainability and Applied Science Division 
(Water Resource Management Branch) April 23, 2026 

13 Environment and Climate Change - Sustainability and Applied Science Division 
(Air Quality Unit) – Air Quality April 23, 2026 

14 Environment and Climate Change - Sustainability and Applied Science Division 
(Air Quality Unit) - Noise April 23, 2026 

15 Department of Natural Resources and Department of Energy April 23, 2026 

16 Department of Agriculture April 23, 2026 

17 Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage April 23, 2026 

18 Transport Canada April 23, 2026 



Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq 

Number Source Date Received 

1 Kwilmu’kw Maw-Klusuaqn (KMK) May 7, 2026 

Public 

Number Source Date Received 

5 Anonymous Public Comments April 2 to May 12, 
2026 

Canadian Black Bear Outfitters April 14 to May 1, 
2026 



Date: April 9, 2026

To: Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer

From: NSECC, Compliance

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County, Nova Scotia

Scope of review: 
This review focuses on the following mandate:  general overview and technical 
considerations

List of Documents Reviewed:

Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Environmental Assessment Registration 
Document (EARD)

Details of Technical Review:
A Project-specific Environmental Protection Plan (EPP) will be developed before 
commencement of construction, which shall incorporate the Province’s Conditions 
of Approval. 
Approval(s) will be required if vegetation management requires herbicide use.
If shallow water tables are encountered during blasting and excavation at 
foundation locations, a Groundwater Management Plan may be needed if 
construction of these structures go below the seasonal water table.
If required, a monitoring plan will be developed prior to the start of construction to 
meet the conditions of any required regulatory permits for the project, including 
NSECC Watercourse Alteration Approvals, that will identify locations and methods 
to assess the effectiveness of mitigation measures to protect the aquatic 
environment during construction of the Project.
A Wetland Monitoring Plan will be developed as part of the NSECC Wetland 
Alteration Approval for the Project wetlands and is intended to monitor the portion 
of the subject wetlands that will not be altered by the Project (outside the area of 
direct wetland disturbance) to determine if ecological characteristics change after 
the completion of the Project.

Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language)
Plans and mitigation measures, as noted in the EARD, should be developed and 
implemented.
Additional NSECC notifications/approvals may include: wetland alterations, 
watercourse alterations, water withdrawal approval, herbicide use, and on-site 
sewage disposal system.

Barrington Place
1903 Barrington Street 

Suite 2085
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Canada   B3J 2P8



Unclassified - Non-Classifie 

l♦ I
Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada 

Peches et Oceans Canada 
Bedford Institute of 

Oceanography 
1 Challenger Drive 

P.O. Box 1006, Station P500 
Dartmouth. Nova Scotia 

Canada B2Y 4A2 

Date: April 15, 2026 

To: Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 

From: Sophi Newcombe, Linear Development, Regulatory Review Biologist, Fish and Fish 
Habitat Protection Program 

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County, Nova Scotia 

Scope of review: 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) is responsible for administrating the fish and fish 
habitat protection provisions of the Fisheries Act (FA), the Species at Risk Act (SARA), 
and the Aquatic Invasive Species Regulations. 

DFO's review focused on the impacts of the works outlined in the Sugar Maple Wind 
Energy Project Environmental Assessment Registration Document (EARD) to potentially 
result in: 

• the death of fish by means other than fishing and the harmful alteration, disruption
or destruction of fish habitat, which are prohibited under subsections 34.4( 1) and
35(1) of the Fisheries Act;

• effects to listed aquatic species at risk, any part of their critical habitat or the
residences of their individuals in a manner which is prohibited under sections 32,
33 and subsection 58(1) of the Species at Risk Act; and,

• The introduction of aquatic species into regions or bodies of water frequented by
fish where they are not indigenous, which is prohibited under section 10 of the
Aquatic Invasive Species Regulations.

List of Documents Reviewed: 

- SUGAR MAPLE WIND ENERGY PROJECT EARD.pdf
- SUGAR MAPLE WIND ENERGY PROJECT EARD -Appendix e.pdf
- SUGAR MAPLE WIND ENERGY PROJECT EARD -Appendix h.pdf

Details of Technical Review: 

Risk Assessment: Wetland Assessment 

Identify Direct and indirect impacts to fish and fish habitat from wetland 
Gap/Risk alterations are not clearly described. Section 9.2.1 of the EARD 

identifies 139 wetlands partially or fully within the Study Area. 
Appendix E provides summary details for the Wetland Ecosystems 
Services Protocol -Atlantic Canada (WESP-AC) for each wetland. 
Table 9.3 in Section 9.3.1 identifies the potential project-wetland 
interactions. However, there is no detail on the size of each wetland 
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Suite 200 Bureau 200
1801 Hollis Street 1801 rue Hollis
Halifax NS B3J 3N4               Halifax, NE B3J 3N4

April 20, 2026

Jeremy Higgins
Environmental Assessment Officer
Environment and Climate Change
Jeremy.Higgins@novascotia.ca

SUBJECT : Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project

Dear Jeremy Higgins:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the registration document for the Sugar Maple 
Wind Energy Project (the project), received on March 27, 2026.

The federal environmental assessment process is set out in the Impact Assessment Act
(the IAA). The Physical Activities Regulations (the Regulations) set out a list of physical 
activities considered to be “designated projects” under the IAA.

While it is the responsibility of proponents to determine whether their proposed project 
includes physical activities described in the Regulations of the IAA, based on the 
information submitted to the Province of Nova Scotia on the proposed Sugar Maple 
Wind Energy Project, the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) is of the opinion 
that, as proposed, the project does not appear to be described in the Regulations. As 
such, the proponent would not be expected to submit an Initial Project Description of a 
designated project. If the project changes from what has been described in its provincial 
registration, the proponent is advised to contact IAAC if, in their view, any proposed 
project activities may be described in the Regulations.

The proponent is advised that under section 9(1) of the IAA, the Minister may, on 
request or on the Minister’s own initiative, by order, designate a physical activity that is 
not prescribed by regulations made under the Regulations if, in the Minister’s opinion, 
the carrying out of that physical activity may cause adverse effects within federal 
jurisdiction or direct or incidental adverse effects. Should IAAC receive a request for a 
project to be designated, IAAC would contact the proponent with further information.

Please note that for physical activities not described in the Regulations, should the 
project be carried out in whole or in part on federal lands, section 82 of the IAA would 
apply if any federal authority is required to exercise a power, duty or function under an 
Act other than IAA in order for the project to proceed, or if a federal authority is providing 
financial assistance for the purpose of enabling the project to be carried out. In that 
case, that federal authority must ensure that any project assessment requirements under 
the applicable sections of the IAA are satisfied.
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We also note that in proceeding with the project, the proponent may still be required to 
obtain or seek amendment to other federal regulatory permits, authorizations and/or 
licences. 
 
The proponent is encouraged to contact IAAC at (902) 426-0564 if it has additional 
information that may be relevant to IAAC or if it has any questions or concerns related to 
the above matters. 
 

Kevin Cassell 
 
Policy Analyst, Newfoundland and Labrador Satellite Office 
Impact Assessment Agency of Canada / Government of Canada 
Kevin.Cassell@iaac-aeic.gc.ca / Tel: 709-327-5841 

Analyste de Politiques, Bureau satellite de Terre-Neuve-et-Labrador 
Agence d'évaluation d'impact du Canada / Gouvernement du Canada 
Kevin.Cassell@iaac-aeic.gc.ca / Tel: 709-327-5841  

 













































Date: April 22 2026

To: Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer

From: Protected Areas Branch Sustainability and Applies Science Janet MacKinnon 
Executive Director 

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County, Nova Scotia

Scope of review: 
This review focuses on the following mandate Protected Areas    

List of Documents Reviewed:

WAPA

Map 

Details of Technical Review:
Barneys River NR 3 KM to the east

Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language)
No other comments

Barrington Place
1903 Barrington Street 

Suite 2085
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Canada   B3J 2P8



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Date: April 23, 2026 
 
To:  Jeremy W Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer, Environment & Climate Change 
 
From: -Latham, Executive Director, Policy and Strategic Advisory Services  
 
Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County 
 

Scope of review:  

mandate to develop, promote and support fishing, aquaculture, seafood processing and 
sportfishing in Nova Scotia. 

 

List of Documents Reviewed: 
 Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project  Environmental Assessment Registration Documents 

(EARD) 
 Appendix A-1 - Figures 

 
Details of Technical Review:  
Aquaculture: 

support of aquaculture and rockweed industries in Nova Scotia. 
 
The project was reviewed in four (4) key areas which could affect the local aquaculture operations 
adjacent to the project area, such as: sediment creation, power outages, water withdrawal, and 
water discharge. 
 
There are 12 aquaculture sites within 25km of the proposed project. Of these, nine (9) are marine 
shellfish sites, and three (3) are land-based aquaculture facilities.  
 
Sediment is likely to be generated during the road construction and site preparation phases, 
specifically regarding the construction and upgrading of access roads. Sediment can cause 
turbidity in the water column, which can affect the ability of marine plants to obtain adequate 
sunlight for growth, reducing oxygen levels for shellfish. Settling sediment can obstruct feeding and 
destroy habitat by covering benthic substrates, smothering the benthic habitat, and impacting the 
nutrients available to shellfish bottom cultures. Sediment can also house pathogens and undesired 
microorganisms, increasing the risk of disease outbreaks among aquatic species. The results can 
range from reduced growth to morbidity.  
 
The EARD states that a project-specific Environmental Protection Plan (EPP) will be developed 
before commencement of construction, with aims to reduce the impact of sediment creation and 
erosion through Erosion and Sediment Control (ESC) measures. The specific details concerning 
the ESC are not provided within the EARD.  
 
To reduce the effects of fugitive dust, the EARD indicates that construction-related dust will be 
controlled through speed limits on access roads, road watering and limiting construction during 
high wind events. 

Barrington Place 
1903 Barrington Street 
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 Fisheries and Aquaculture 



 

 
 

impact to the geologic environment. It is recommended that the applicant be informed of existing 
aquaculture operations in the area so that the ESC design can appropriately account for 
aquaculture activities and incorporate mitigation measures to ensure sediment-related risks to 
those operations remain low.  
 
There is no mention of power supply disruption within the EARD. If a power disruption is required 
during this project, outages should be planned whenever possible and adequate notice should be 
given to aquaculture operators.  
 
Groundwater impacts are possible if blasting is required. If blasting is necessary, then impacts are 
projected to only impact wells within an 800m radius of a blast. The three (3) land-based 
aquaculture operations are outside of the 800m range and therefore, should not be impacted 
because of blasting. 
 
The impacts of the project on water are more related to removal of plants and watercourse changes 
(via activities such as culvert installation), rather than water discharge or water withdrawal.  
 
Changes in water quality or quantity may be due to activities during road construction 
(sedimentation, vegetation removal, and water redirection). It is stated that the applicant aims to 
develop a project-specific EPP before the commencement of construction. The EPP would include 
measures to reduce sedimentation and erosion, which would minimize the impacts of the project 
on water quality and quantity. However, the specific details of the EPP are not provided within the 
EARD. 
 
Concerning the effects of fugitive dust, mitigation measures are planned to avoid and mitigate any 
potential effects on watercourses, and the subsequent surface water quantity and quality. These 
include construction-controlled measures, such as speed limits and road watering. The mitigations 
provided in the EARD should result in reduced risk to water quality and quantity to aquaculture 
sites from construction activities if applied appropriately. 
 
Marine Fisheries: 

and the processing, and buying of marine seafood products. 
 
There are seven (7) licensed Nova Scotian marine commercial fisheries buyers and/or processors 
located within Pictou County where the project is proposed to be located. Lismore Seafoods 
Company is located 38km North of the proposed site, Quality Seafoods East Ltd. is located 38km 
North of the proposed site, Pristine Bay Premium Oysters in located 43km West of the proposed 
site, Seabright Fisheries Ltd. is located 64km West of the proposed site, North Nova Seafoods Ltd. 
is located 68km Northwest of the proposed site, Northumberland Fish Co-op Ltd. is located 76km 

Since there is limited to no connectivity between the wind farm and the above-noted businesses, 
the project should have a negligible impact on the operations of these facilities. 
 
Regarding marine commercial fisheries harvesting in the area, lobster in the most lucrative fishery 
adjacent to the proposed site. The waters adjacent to the proposed site are known as Lobster 
Fishing Areas (LFAs) 26a1-3. Fishing in these LFAs occurs approximately around April 25th for 
two (2) months. Since the project is land-based, with no proposed marine activities and with limited 
to no connectivity to the marine environment, it should have a negligible impact on lobster 
harvesting and other marine commercial fisheries adjacent to the proposed site. 
 
Regarding impacts to Indigenous communities, there is communal-commercial, and Food, Social, 
and Ceremonial (FSC) fishing conducted within LFAs 26a1-3 in the waters adjacent to the proposed 
site. The Indigenous community, Pictou Landing First Nation, is adjacent to the proposed site and 



 

 
 

has access to these licenses. Since the project is land-based with no proposed marine activities 
and with limited to no connectivity to the marine environment, it poses negligible impacts to lobster 
and other marine commercial fisheries harvested by Pictou Landing First Nation adjacent to the 
proposed site. 
 
 
Inland Fisheries: 

 
 
The Project has the potential to affect the aquatic environment associated with the installation of 
watercourse crossings or sedimentation from runoff, riparian disturbance. Blasting could also 
impact the health and behaviour of nearby fish populations. Construction activities will follow the 
NSECC Guide to Altering Watercourses.  
 
The project is not expected to trigger a Harmful fish habitat alteration, disruption, or destruction 
(HADD), meant to offset habitat loss. Project activities in watercourses will be completed in the dry, 
in the appropriate timing window, and with a fish salvage and relocation program.   
 
Fish habitat assessments were conducted. The project is based on the headwaters  

 
Management Areas.    
 
Twenty-five (25) watercourses overlap with the PDA. Watercourses were characterized by size and  
water quality, based on suitability to support salmonids.  Of these, seven (7) streams were classified  
as permanent (2 large and 5 small). Habitat assessment results indicate that the permanent 
watercourses within the PDA can support salmonids. Brook trout were observed in watercourses  
within the PDA, and direct fish assessments were not conducted. 
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
Risks to aquaculture sites from sediments should be monitored and mitigated appropriately. The 
applicant should be made aware of the Site Mapping Tool, to locate the aquaculture operations 
within the area so the proposed Environmental Protection Plan, EPP can ensure that mitigations 
to local aquaculture operations can be applied effectively. 
 
Based on the activities proposed, and with adherence to the environmental policies, guidelines, 
and regulations, as stated in the EARD, there should be negligible risk to the adjacent marine 

 marine fishery interests. 
 
NSDFA would like to highlight the importance of brook trout near or in the project area. Potential 
project impacts to fish and sportfishing are anticipated to be short-term, resulting mainly from road 
construction and watercourse crossings.  
 
The proponent indicated that the Nova Scotia Watercourse Alteration Standard for Watercourse 
Alterations under Notification Process will be followed to reduce potential impacts on watercourses. 

Fisheries Act authorization process.  
 
Project proponent should also be made aware of:  
 the Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act,  
 Provincial Aquaculture License and Lease Regulations,  
 Provincial Aquaculture Management Regulations, 
 the Nova Scotia Rock Weed Harvesting Regulations, and  
 Site Mapping Tool for information on the location of aquaculture sites and 

leases in the area of their proposed project.  



Date: April 22, 2026

To: Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer

From: Climate Change Division – Lori Skaine, Executive Director

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County, Nova Scotia

Scope of review: 
This review focuses on the following mandate: Climate change adaptation and mitigation

List of Documents Reviewed:
Environmental Assessment Registration Document

Details of Technical Review:

Adaptation

Section 5.2.1 Climate and Weather provides a description of 30-year climate 
normals recorded at the nearest climate station (Collegeville).
Section 16 Effects of the Environment on the Project provides a brief overview of 
current and project climate impacts and adaptation considerations for the project. 
Based on climate projection data, climate impacts considered include increased 
wind pressures on infrastructure, increased precipitation that could cause flood 
damage to access roads and equipment pads, higher extreme temperatures that
could create operation and maintenance hazards for personnel and increased 
energy use to cool buildings, and an increase in conditions favourable for the 
formation of thunderstorms and wildfires, which could harm public safety and 
damage infrastructure.
The proponent also identified climate changes, such as decreasing snow loads and 
icing, that could result in a decreased risk to project components.
The proponent considered projected changes in extreme heat and cold thresholds 
on wind turbine generators but not for personnel working on-site.

Various design, operation, and maintenance strategies are described to reduce the 
identified climate risks, such as design and maintenance of the turbines and site to 
withstand extreme weather, manage surface water, control erosion and sediment, 
and reduce wildfire risk.
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Mitigation:

The primary sources of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for the project, as 
described in Section 2.7.3.4 of the EA registration document, occur during the 
construction phase and total 51,392.6 t CO e. These emissions are largely 
attributable to site development, concrete foundations, and turbine assembly. 

 The operations phase is expected to generate 12 t CO e per year from wind turbine 
maintenance, reported over approximately 25-year lifespan of the project. 

 The project will have a total installed capacity of up to 112 MW, consisting of 16 
wind turbine generators. 

 Total loss of sequestration potential due to land is presented in Table 2.4.  is 
estimated to be 212.6 t CO e per year. These emissions are expected to be 
temporary and short term for the construction of roads and laydown areas 

 Decommissioning of this project is likely not to occur until the 2060s by which time 
most construction and heavy transport equipment is expected to be zero emitting. 

 The proponent expects the project to avoid 234,900 t CO e per year (enough clean 
energy to power approximately 35,000 homes annually); however, the methodology 
and figures used to arrive at that calculation were not included in the project.  

 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
 
Adaptation 
 

 The proponent may wish to consider using a risk assessment framework to help 
prioritize climate risks and adaptation measures. 

 As the proponent identified potential extreme weather changes, the proponent may 
wish to consider measures to support worker safety during these events for 
operational continuity.

Mitigation:

The proponent should include GHG mitigation measures, such as the use of locally 
sourced materials; utilization of the shortest construction and transport routes; 
reduction of double handling of materials; regular maintenance; and personnel 
training.
For added GHG emissions offsetting, the proponent could explore possible 
technologies that allow CO2 to be embedded into concrete, including biochar 
amendments or mineralization. 
The proponent’s construction phase emissions are primarily driven by concrete. 
Where feasible and particularly in cases where procurement choices may reduce 
embodied emissions, we suggest the proponent complement their quantified life 



cycle GHG estimates with procurement information showing (i) whether major 
suppliers are subject to carbon constraint requirements (e.g., output based pricing 
systems/emissions trading systems or equivalent), and (ii) any supplier-specific 
verified embodied carbon documentation (e.g., environmental product declarations) 
used to inform procurement decisions. 

 The proponent should include a brief description of the methodology used to 
calculate the avoided GHG emissions presented in Section 2.7.3.4, including the 
expected annual electricity generation (MWh/year) of the facility and a clear 
description of the baseline scenario against which avoided emissions are 
calculated. 

 In addition to providing the methodology and baseline assumptions, we suggest the 
proponent present avoided emissions as a range rather than a set figure. A small 
set of transparent scenarios could be compared (e.g., 2025 intensity held constant, 
declining intensity aligned with legislated policies, and a faster decarbonization 
scenario). 







Date: April 23, 2026

To: Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer

From: Water Resource Management Branch

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County, Nova Scotia

Scope of review: 
This review focuses on the following mandates: surface water quality and quantity, 
groundwater quality and quantity, and wetlands.

List of Documents Reviewed:

Environmental Assessment Review Document, Appendices, Drawings, GIS Files

Details of Technical Review:

Surface Water
The project site spans two secondary watersheds: the majority lies within the St. Mary’s 
River watershed, which drains south to the Atlantic Ocean, and the eastern portion lies 
within the West River watershed, draining northeast to the Northumberland Strait. Of the 
25 watercourses intersecting the site, the EARD classified 60% as intermittent, 24% as 
small permanent, 5% as large permanent, with the remainder being ephemeral channels.

Where feasible, surface water impacts were minimized using setbacks and existing road 
infrastructure. Watercourse Alteration Approvals will be required for new culverts and 
upgrades to existing crossings. The EARD commits to implementing erosion and 
sediment control (ESC) measures, conducting in-the-dry works and fish salvages where 
required, and restoring crossing sites to pre-construction conditions, or better, following 
completion of works.

The nearest protected public drinking water supply, the New Glasgow–Forbes Lake 
Protected Water Area, is located nearly 30 km west of the Potential Development Area 
(PDA) and is fully avoided by project infrastructure.

The proponent will prepare an Environmental Protection Plan (EPP) prior to construction, 
including measures for surface water management. Potential effects on the aquatic 
environment are primarily associated with construction activities involving direct 
interaction with watercourses. These effects are expected to be short-term, localized, and 
largely reversible with the application of planned mitigation. ESC measures including silt 
fencing, mulching or revegetation of exposed soils, and surface water management 
procedures are anticipated to be highly effective at reducing erosion and sedimentation 
risks.  
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The EARD does not discuss future road maintenance, nor whether the use of salt for de-
icing is planned.  It does state that concrete for construction will be hauled from an 
existing plant in Antigonish.

The EARD estimates the maximum potential loss of wetland area of 20.8 ha.  The 
alteration of wetlands may negatively impact water quality in any downstream 
watercourse as wetlands can act like a filter and help dampen peak flows reducing 
turbidity/small particles. Stormwater flow from roads or other impervious surfaces may 
enter wetlands and watercourses in quantities exceeding the natural pre-construction 
flow.  Increased flow velocity may cause increased erosion of wetland soil and 
watercourse banks and/or beds.  This risk could be avoided by avoiding wetland 
alterations where possible, especially upstream of those watercourses that are providing 
good fish habitat.  The EARD states that mitigation measures will be further developed in 
the Project-specific EPP prior to construction to minimize adverse effects.
 
Groundwater 

The Project is a proposed wind energy project with a total capacity of up to 112 MW, 
comprising up to 16 wind turbine generators (WTGs). It is located to the east of the rural 
community of Upper Barney’s River in Pictou County.  
 
Residences surrounding the project site are serviced by private wells. As noted in the 
EARD, based on NSECC’s Well Logs Database, one private well was identified within 
1km of the potential development area. According to the EARD, site preparation and/or 
construction activities could impact groundwater quality and/or quantity, including 
blasting, temporary excavation dewatering, or accidental fuel spills. The magnitude of 
impacts is expected to be minor and limited in extent. The EARD suggests several 
mitigation measures, such as refueling in designated areas and avoiding blasting near 
residential areas. It is also noted that a Complaint Resolution Plan will be developed and 
implemented for the project.
 
Wetlands

A total of 139 wetlands were formally delineated in the Study Area, while 75 wetlands are 
within or partially within the PDA. WESP-AC scores were calculated for 44 wetlands 
within the PDA. One WSS, triggered by a Canada warbler, was identified within Wetland 
71. 
 
Key Considerations: 
 
Surface Water 
The EARD generally avoided and appropriately mitigated risks to surface water. 
However, it is noted that baseline water quality monitoring was limited to in-situ quality 
data for temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, specific conductivity, and total dissolved 
solids. Hydrological data was collected for twenty-two (22) watercourses during field 
assessments. Water quality and hydrological data may need to be confirmed and 
supplemented with turbidity and/or total suspended solids (TSS) data when developing 



plans committed to in the EARD (e.g., ESC, surface water management), especially for 
those watercourses affected by watercourse and wetland alterations. 

Mitigative measures proposed in the EARD including erosion and sediment control and 
measures to minimize impacts of altered hydrology would reduce risks to surface waters 
posed by the project. To further minimize risks, these measures, and aspects of the 
contingency plan, could be integrated into holistic, site-specific, ESC and Surface Water 
Management plans before construction begins.

The risks to water quality due to wetland alterations was minimally considered. These 
risks should be further considered and mitigated in the next stages of planning. The 
EARD committed to following the appropriate regulation, permitting requirements, and 
protocols in relation to surface water quantity and quality.

Groundwater

Impacts to groundwater quality and/or quantity may occur as a result of the proposed 
project, although impacts are expected to be minor and limited in extent. The Proponent 
suggests implementation of mitigation measures to reduce the likelihood and extent of 
groundwater impacts, including the development and implementation of a Complaint 
Resolution Procedure and avoiding blasting near residential areas. If blasting is 
necessary, a pre-blast survey is required for private wells within 800 m of the blast site. It 
is noted in the EARD that, based on the Well Logs Database, there is one private well 
within 1km of the potential development area. The presence and location of private wells 
within 800 m of each blast site should be verified in the field prior to planning and 
conducting the pre-blast survey.

The EARD mentions the potential for excavation dewatering should shallow groundwater 
be encountered during construction. As per the Activities Designation Regulations, a 
separate water withdrawal approval is required for the withdrawal and/or diversion of 
water in an amount greater than 23,000 liters per day for a period greater than 2 weeks.

The EARD mentions designating refueling areas to minimize impacts to water resources. 
A spill response plan should also be implemented to ensure prompt and effective 
management of any spills that may occur throughout the project.

Wetlands

especially where WSS alterations are proposed.
 

For direct and indirect alterations, the proponent is required to submit a Wetland 
Alteration Approval Application for review and approval and complete any necessary 
compensation and monitoring. The proponent should utilize Nova Scotia’s Wetland 
Alteration Application’s Guided Template for the permit applications.    
 





Date: April 23, 2026

To: Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer

From: Air Quality Unit

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County, Nova Scotia

Scope of review: 
This review focuses on the following mandate: Air Quality

List of Documents Reviewed:

Sugar Maple Wind Energy project EA Registration Document
Appendix D

Details of Technical Review:

The purpose of the proposed undertaking is to construct and operate an up to 16 turbine, 
112 MW wind energy project. The project will also include a short transmission line, 
electrical collector lines, a substation, switchyard, access roads, and temporary laydown 
areas. The proponent intends to begin major construction phases of the Project in spring 
of 2027, and it is expected to reach commercial operation by the end of 2028. This Project 
is being proposed as part of the Province’s Green Choice Program and will operate for 25 
years.

No baseline monitoring was undertaken, instead the baseline review relied on data from 
NSECCs Air Zone Report, which includes data from NSECCs Pictou monitoring station. 
The Air Zone Report shows ambient air quality data calculated for comparison to the 
Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) and is therefore not comparable to the 
limits in Schedule A of NS Air Quality Regulations. If approved, the Project would have to 
comply with the NS Air Quality Regulations, not CAAQS.

Project activities will primarily interact with the atmospheric environment through fugitive 
dust and exhaust emissions during the construction phase. The Project area is vegetated, 
which may help to reduce the travel distance of fugitive dust emissions from the Project. 

There are 22 potential receptors identified within potential development area. The 
Proponent states they will implement mitigation measures to minimize air quality impacts 
on nearby receptors. The Proponent lists several proposed mitigations that could be used 
during the construction phase; these mitigations are appropriate and would reduce impacts 
if they are employed.

Overall, fugitive dust and exhaust emissions are considered intermittent and short-term 
(construction phase only). It is not anticipated that the fugitive dust and exhaust emissions 
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would impact the closest receptors or impact baseline air quality conditions beyond the 
local assessment area. 

Key Considerations: 

The Air Quality Unit notes the following key considerations:

 It is unclear how effective dust management will be in the absence of a dust 
management plan with a clear chain of responsibility for actions, including timely 
complaint resolution.



Date: April 23, 2026

To: Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer

From: Air Quality Unit

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County, Nova Scotia

Scope of review: 
This review focuses on the following mandate: Noise

List of Documents Reviewed:

Sugar Maple Wind Energy project EA Registration Document
Appendix D

Details of Technical Review:

The purpose of the proposed undertaking is to construct and operate an up to 16 turbine, 
112 MW wind energy project. The project will also include a short transmission line, 
electrical collector lines, a substation, switchyard, access roads, and temporary laydown 
areas. The proponent intends to begin major construction phases of the Project in spring 
of 2027, and it is expected to reach commercial operation by the end of 2028. This Project 
is being proposed as part of the Province’s Green Choice Program and will operate for 25 
years.

Noise impacts were assessed by Nortek Resource Solutions. Data from the NS 
Topographic Database and satellite/aerial imagery were used to identify nearby receptors. 
In total, 22 receptors were identified for use in the noise model. 

Noise levels produced during the construction phase were not modelled or included in the 
registration document. It is unclear whether construction related noise will impact nearby 
receptors.

Operational noise levels were assessed using the WindPRO noise model. The assessment 
included a baseline noise level of 35 dBA, which is based on Health Canada guidance, 
and a ground attenuation factor of 0.7. The use of this ground attenuation factor is a less 
conservative approach than would be recommended, which may lead to an 
underestimation of impacts on receptors. Two of the receptors modelled had a predicted 
impact of 38 dBA, with one receptor predicted to experience noise at 39 dBA. The 
modelling results were achieved with all turbines using regular blades and operating at full 
power level.

Low frequency noise was not assessed in the model.
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The applicant commits to developing a complaints resolution plan as part of their 
measures to mitigate potential effects.

Key Considerations: 
The Air Quality Unit notes the following key considerations:

 If the baseline noise level exceeds 35 dBA, it is possible that noise levels could 
exceed the 40 dBA noise limit at receptor locations once the windfarm is operational. 
Recording baseline noise levels prior to construction can be used as evidence by 
the proponent in the event that the Department requests monitoring as part of 
complaints investigations in the future.

 The noise assessment was completed using a less conservative ground attenuation 
factor than would be recommended. Consequently, the noise impact at a number of 
receptors may be underestimated.

 It is unclear what impact construction noise will have on nearby receptors.
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Natural Resources
Energy

1701 Hollis St.
PO Box 698

        Halifax, NS B3J 2T9

Date: April 23, 2026

To: Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer

From: Department of Natural Resources and Department of Energy

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County, Nova Scotia

Scope of review: 

This review focuses on the following mandates authorities and approvals required from the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) concerning Crown lands, parks, protected 
beaches, habitat, Species at Risk, and Old Growth Forest and the Department of Energy 
(DOE) concerning clean electricity. 

The review does not include Crown Land research or assessments, including existing uses 
and encumbrances, which will be required as part of the application processes for 
authorities and approvals required from DNR.

List of Documents Reviewed:

Crown Land: 

Environmental Assessment Registration Document, including Project Summary
Appendices A to L
Drawings 1.1 to 7.8
GIS shapefiles

Habitat, Flora and Fauna:

Environmental assessment registration document
Drawings: 9.1; 10.1 to 10.3; 11.3; 12.1 to 12.14; 15.2
GIS shapefiles

Clean Electricity:

Renewable energy projects such as wind projects will assist the Province in achieving its 
goals in the Electricity Act and the Clean Power Plan. It will also support Environment and 
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Climate Change’s Environmental Goals and Climate Change Reduction Act (EGCCRA), 
and the Climate Change Plan for Clean Growth (CCPCG). 

Electricity Act:   

 80% Renewable Electricity Standard by  

Department of Natural Resources and Renewables/Energy 2022   

Commit to 80% of Nova Scotia’s electricity needs being supplied by renewable 
energy by

EGCCRA: 80% of electricity in the Province

 53% emissions reduction targets from 2005 levels by

 Phase out of coal-fired electricity generation by   

Net-zero emissions by

 90% emissions reductions from the electricity sector by   

 Green Choice Program (includes a subsequent renewable energy procurement) to 
  

   

Clean Power Plan:  

 1000 MW of new onshore wind energy by 2030.

Details of Technical Review:  

Crown Land:  
Based on the information provided, the Project is proposed to be located on privately 
owned land that adjoins Crown lands, with potential to include Crown lands. The Potential 
Development Area (PDA) overlaps with adjoining Crown lands currently identified as PIDs 
01043793 and 01042589. Should the final Project Footprint (which is to be finalized after 
detailed design is complete and will fall entirely within the PDA) include any adjoining 
Crown lands, the Proponent will require authorizations (such as a lease, licence, letter of 
authority, or easement) from DNR for any activity on Crown lands including: 

 erecting, operating, maintaining, and decommissioning wind turbines and related 
infrastructure;

 temporary use and access of the land, such as requests to temporarily use existing 
Crown owned roads, install meteorological (MET) towers or LiDAR units, establish 
laydown areas, or to conduct geotechnical investigations;

 installing and maintaining overhead/underground transmission wires and collector 
lines, including for submerged Crown lands; 

 requests to construct and use new access roads, or to widen or otherwise modify 
existing Crown roads;

Note: requests to use existing Nova Scotia Power Inc. or Bell owned infrastructure located 
on Crown lands must be directed to the owner of the utility infrastructure.
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Habitat, Flora and Fauna:

Activities associated with the proposed wind development project have the potential to 
cause direct and indirect impacts on birds and bat species through post-construction 
collision with turbines and transmission lines as well as loss of habitat and species 
disturbance during clearing, construction and facility operation.  

Critical habitat for brook floater mussels and core habitat for mainland moose are identified 
within the proposed footprint of the project. Previous wood turtle observations are within 
the study area for the development. Species at risk birds, bats and mainland moose 
observations were also noted within the proposed project footprint during species surveys.  
New roads are proposed to extend from existing roads including a portion that will cross 
through brook floater critical habitat as well as delineated wetlands and streams.   

Avoidance should be the primary form of mitigation implemented to alleviate these effects 
followed by additional mitigative measures to reduce residual impacts. Consultation with 
DNR and Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Canadian Wildlife Service (ECCC-
CWS) on effective forms of mitigation can identify options that work best for the situation.
Mitigations include siting turbines away from bat foraging habitat, redirecting new roads to 
avoid species at risk habitat particularly in streams, and increasing turbine blade visibility 
and cut-in speeds to minimize impacts association with bird and bat mortalities.  
Encouraging implementation of emerging innovation and technologies for avian detection 
and turbine blade feathering can also enable real-time response to reduce avian mortality 
risks associated with wind developments.

The proponent also acknowledges the potential for cumulative impacts of multiple wind 
power projects on wildlife for bats, birds and habitat connectivity and proposes monitoring 
and adaptive mitigation as part of the Wildlife Management Plan.  

 

Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 

Crown Land Legal Requirements

Obtain all necessary permits and authorizations as required under provincial legislation, 
regulations and policy related to habitat, wildlife and species risk, including An Old Growth 
Policy for Nova Scotia and the Nova Scotia Wetland Conservation Policy.  

It is the responsibility of the proponent to ensure compliance with federal and provincial 
legislation, regulations and policy regarding resident, migratory and at-risk species and 
associated habitat. 

Habitat, Flora and Fauna:

The project will require additional wildlife surveys, planning, and mitigation measures to 
ensure impacts to species and habitats are minimized and that provincial and federal 
legislation is met.
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Additional Surveys and Data

 No lichens or turtle surveys were completed to date. Carry out lichen surveys by an 
approved lichenologist as well as turtle surveys to inform siting of project 
infrastructure including turbines and roads. 

 Provide precise locations and data for all flora and fauna observations, particularly 
species at risk, to DNR. 

 Outcomes of survey or additional data or reports should be submitted to DNR, 
including spatial data.

Wildlife Management Planning

 Develop a Wildlife Management Plan in consultation with DNR and Environment 
and Climate Change Canada.

 Include monitoring programs and response procedures if species at risk are 
encountered.

 Maintain buffers around sensitive habitat and species including brook floater critical 
habitat, potential lichens occurrences from pending surveys, breeding habitat for 
species at risk birds and foraging habitat for bats. 

 Implement measures to reduce impacts to mainland moose, bats, birds, turtles, and 
other wildlife including construction timing, road management practices and facility 
operations. 

 Consider additional mitigation options such as higher turbine cut-in speeds or blade 
painting to reduce bat & bird mortality. 

 Incorporate adaptive mitigation planning and cumulative effects monitoring at local 
and regional scales. 

Clean Electricity: 

Replacing coal-fired electricity generators with renewable energy such as onshore wind is 
the most cost-effective method and reduces the most greenhouses gases in Nova Scotia.

The Green Choice Program procurement is anticipated to reduce greenhouse gases by up 
to 2 million tonnes or 8.6% total reductions as the Province progresses towards the 53% 
reduction by 2030.   
 



 
Date: April 20, 2026 

To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 

From: Geoscience and Mines Branch, Department of Natural Resources 

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, WEB Sugar Maple Wind Inc., Pictou County, Nova Scotia 

 

Scope of review:  

This review focuses on the following mandate geoscience health and safety, mineral exploration, mineral 
development, abandoned mine openings. 

List of Documents Reviewed: 

Environmental Assessment Registration Document – Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project  

Nova Scotia’s Registry of Claims (NovaROC) 

Mineral Occurrence Database 

Abandoned Mine Openings Database 

Digital Version of Natural Resources Open File Map ME 2018-001, Bedrock Geology Map of the Antigonish 
Highlands Area, Antigonish and Pictou Counties, Nova Scotia, scale 1:75 000, by C.E. White, 2018 

Details of Technical Review:  

A preliminary review of the Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project. The review notes the bedrock geological 
characterization of the proposed site is appropriate. The Proposed Development Area (PDA) is mostly 
underlain by Neoproterozic Keppock Formation (Georgeville Group) pink to grey, rhyolitic to dacitic lapilli tuff 
with abundant crystal and lithic fragments, which make up the core of the southern Antigonish Highlands. 
There are also Ordovician and Late Neoproterozoic plutons containing granitic, dioritic and gabbric rocks 
within the PDA. Proposed mitigation measures should geohazards be encountered for ARD, karst, and 
erosion and sedimentation are in place. Geological maps included in application display relative location to 
planned project footprint.  

It is recommended that Proponent refer to detailed scale bedrock geology maps where available for use in 
site planning as the provincial scale map is too coarse for project specific land-use planning. 

Herein, they list the underlying geology and low risk for karst topography, however do not mention acid rock 
drainage (ARD) potential for the PDA. The Proponent may look to include ARD potential details in the 
underlying bedrock in future submissions. The PDA consists of mostly calcalkaline-tholeiitic volcanic rocks, so 
can be considered low for ARD potential. The Proponent does mention they will consult NSECC to determine 
whether rock samples from the PDA to be excavated require further analysis for sulphide-bearing materials. 
If any sulphide-bearing materials are discovered, a site-specific mitigation plan needs to be developed in 
accordance with the Sulphide Bearing Material Disposal Regulations, N.S. Reg 57/95. The Proponent will also 



develop and implement an erosion and sediment control plan. No known abandoned mine openings (AMO) 
are located within the PDA, and the nearby mapped AMO is 2 km to the northeast. Report undocumented 
abandoned mine openings to the Mineral Management Division. 

Mineral Occurrences  

The proposed project area is ranked medium-low for mineral potential for the most part, with small 
portions to north of the area falling into high potential areas possibly due to historic staking. The PDA is 
also not near any protected areas, and no mineral occurrences are contained within the PDA, with a 
diatomite occurrence outside the area (270m) near Haggard Lake. Northern portion of the PDA (access 
road) overlaps with an existing exploration license (EL-57894). Due to the mineral rights held close to the 
proposed area, consideration should be given to concurrent mineral exploration activities. Reach out to 
mineral rights holder or mineral management division if further information is required. 

Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 

No comment.  
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Date: April 20, 2026 

To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 

From: Heather Hughes, Executive Director, Policy and Corporate Services,  
Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture 

Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project
 Upper Barney’s River, Pictou County, Nova Scotia 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the documents for the above-noted project.

No significant agricultural impacts are anticipated given that: 

 The land within the project area is Class 7 (Canadian Land Inventory; CLI) which 
have no capacity for arable agriculture or permanent pasture.  
 

 The land within a 2km buffer around the project area is predominantly Class 7, 
with 5% (1,136 acres) Class 4 land defined as having severe limitations that 
restrict the range of crops or require special conservation practices (CLI).  
 

 There are ten agricultural fields within the buffered area.  
o 125 acres is used for long term crop such as blueberry and forage,  
o 17 acres is inactive agriculture, and 
o Less than 8 acres is for rotational crop. 

 
 The closest registered farms are one beef operation and one Christmas Tree farm, 

which are both more than 3.5 km from the project area buffer.  
 

 Potential impacts identified during site visits include dust from increased traffic on 
rural roads. However, farms are likely to also benefit from improved road access 
and maintenance.  

 
 

Agriculture 

60 Research Drive
Suite A 

Bible Hill, Nova Scotia 
B6L 2R2 



 
 
Date: April 23, 2026  
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Beth Lewis, Director of Special Places Protection 
 
Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County 
 

Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate: Archaeology and Geology 

 

List of Documents Reviewed: 
EA Document 
 
Details of Technical Review (Archaeology): 
 
There has been no Archaeology work done to date, therefore there are no archaeology 
reports to review and comment on. We also noted that A2026NS001 is mentioned, 
however that is the wrong permit number. The Permit number open for Sugar Maple is 
A2026NS024. 

Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language): 
 
In section 14.3.2 Residual Effects 14.3.2.1, we did want to note that it is best to wait to 
comment on of effects on archaeological and heritage resources until there has been an 
ARIA conducted. At this point, we do not know if there are any areas of moderate to 
high archaeological potential within the development boundaries. 

In section 14.4 Monitoring, we wanted to advise to hold of on commenting on any 
recommendations until an ARIA is conducted as well.  

 

Details of Technical Review (Geology): 
 
Review of the mapped bedrock geology of the proposed area shows it listed as 
Keppock Formation, Neoproterozoic igneous rock units. There are no fossil resources 
that would be present in this geological unit. 
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language): 
 
No palaeontological concerns.  



Date: April 23, 2026
 
To:  Jeremy Higgins, Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
From: Sylvie Poirier, Regional Environmental Advisor, Transport Canada  
 
Subject: Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project, Pictou County, Nova Scotia 
 
Scope of review:  
This review focuses on the following mandate: Transport Canada (TC)     
 

 Canadian Navigable Waters Act (CNWA) 
Aeronautics Act

 
List of Documents Reviewed: 
Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project EA Registration Document  
 
Details of Technical Review:  
 
Review for potential requirements under the two Acts listed above. 
 
Key Considerations: (provide in non-technical language) 
 
Our comments and specialist information provided herein are meant to inform the Proponent 
of possible TC regulatory requirements, as well as the eventual decision of the provincial 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change. 
 
Canadian Navigable Waters Act (CNWA): 
TC’s Navigation Protection Program (NPP) administers the Canadian Navigable Waters 
Act (CNWA). The proposed access roads and transmission lines appear to potentially 
involve non-scheduled waterways per the CNWA and the Proponent should consider the 
following as these project components may require CNWA approval(s). 
 

Access Roads – watercourse crossings: 
**Note, that any bridges with piers placed below the high water mark of a 
watercourse always require an approval as outlined in the Major Works Order. 
(and an application for approval would be required) 
 
Major Works Order 
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2019-320/index.html 
 
If the bridge is not a Major Work, the proponent can assess any individual access 
road watercourse crossings (culverts and bridges etc against the criteria in the Minor 
Works Order (Section 34 – Watercourse Crossings)  
Minor Works Order  
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2021-170/index.html 
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Transmission Lines:
The proponent can assess the transmission lines against the criteria in the Minor 
Works Order (Section 16– Aerial Cables): 
Minor Works Order: https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2021-
170/index.html 

IF a specific watercourse crossing or transmission line crossing meets ALL the 
criteria in the respective section of the Minor Works Order, they are considered Minor 
Works and do not require a Canadian Navigable Waters Act approval and would only 
be required to follow the Deposit and Publication requirements in sections 3(2), 3(3) 
and 4 of the Minor Works Order. 
 
IF a specific watercourse crossing or transmission line crossing does NOT meet ALL 
the criteria, the proponent may be required to submit an application for approval. 
 
Under the CNWA, owners of works – (other than a minor work or a major work) – 
including culverts, bridges and watercourse crossings - that are located on navigable 
waterways not listed in the schedule, have the option to: 
 
1. either apply to the Minister of Transport for an approval; (approval review process 

and advertising and 30-day registry public review)  
or 

2. seek authorization through the public resolution process, and deposit specific 
information regarding their work on the new Common Project Search (online 
registry) inviting any interested party to comment. (Public Resolution Notification) 

 
The application process, the public resolution process and process for publishing a 
notification of a Minor Work can be accessed at the following link: 
External Submission Site for the Navigation Protection Program  
(create an account first if needed) 
 
Additional guidance information and links for the NPP regulatory process can be 
found here: 

Canadian Navigable Waters Act 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-632.html 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/canadian-navigable-waters-act.html 
 
Navigation Protection Program, Transport Canada  
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-621.html 
 
NPP Contact Coordinates: 
 
Navigation Protection Program | Programme de protection de la navigation 
 
Transport Canada - Atlantic Region / Heritage Court, 6th Floor, 95 Foundry Street, 
Moncton, N.B.  E1C 5H7 | 
Transports Canada - Région de l’Atlantique / Place Héritage, 6e étage - 95 rue 
Foundry, Moncton, N.-B. E1C 5H7 
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Tel | Tél. : 506-851-3113 / Fax | Téléc. : 506-851-7542
Email / Courriel : NPPATL-PPNATL@tc.gc.ca 
 

               
 
 
Transport Canada has introduced new fees for services, under the Canadian 
Navigable Waters Act, as part of the Fee Modernization initiative. Find out more 
at:  Canada Gazette, Part 2, Volume 158, Number 14: Canadian Navigable Waters 
Act Fees Regulations 
 
Transports Canada introduit une nouvelle structure de redevances, en vertu de la Loi 
sur les eaux navigables canadiennes, dans le cadre de l'initiative de modernisation 
des frais. Plus d'informations ici: La Gazette du Canada, Partie 2, volume 158, 
numéro 14 : Règlement sur les droits relatifs à la Loi sur les eaux navigables 
canadiennes 
 

 
Aeronautics Act 
We acknowledge that the Proponent has been in contact with TC Civil Aviation and that the 
department has reviewed an Aeronautical Assessment Form for the project. The Proponent 
is encouraged to reach out directly to the Regional TC Civil Aviation office at 
aviation.atl@tc.gc.ca or 1-800-305-2059 for any additional questions or requirements in this 
regard.  
 
Impact Assessment Act (IAA) 
The Proponent indicates that the Project does not fall within the criteria on the Physical 
Activities Regulations under the Impact Assessment Act (IAA) and is therefore not 
considered a Designated Project. Further, the Proponent mentions the project does not 
occur on federal lands. As such, TC would not have any Section 82 IAA requirements for 
this project. 
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May 7, 2026 

 

Jeremy Higgins 

Environmental Assessment Officer 

Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change, EA Branch 

E-mail : jeremy.higgins@novascotia.ca 

 

Re: Consultation with the Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia on the Sugar Maple Wind Energy 

Project, Pictou County, NS 

 

Mr. Higgins, 

 

I write in response to your letter dated April 2, 2026, with respect to the Terms of Reference for a 

Mi’kmaq-Nova Scotia-Canada Consultation Process (ToR) as ratified on August 31, 2010, on 

the above noted project. We wish to proceed with Consultation.  

 

The Kwilmu'kw Maw-klusuaqn (KMK) would like to acknowledge Glooscap First Nation as an 

equity partner on this proposed wind farm. It is encouraging to see industry partner with 

Mi’kmaq First Nations with commitments to include resource revenue sharing among additional 

Mi’kmaw communities. While these types of partnerships are encouraged, ownership on a 

project does not indicate support for the entire Mi’kmaw Nation. It also, does not circumvent the 

Crown’s obligation to conduct meaningful Consultation.  

 

There are currently a number of approved wind energy projects in Nova Scotia that are either 

under construction or moving toward development. While each project has undergone individual 

environmental assessment, they represent a broader wave of industrial-scale land use change 

whose cumulative effects on Mi’kmaw rights and territory have not been assessed at a regional 

level. The Aulds Cove Wind Project, Eigg Mountain Project and the Upper Afton Wind Project 

have all received provincial Environmental Assessment (EA) approval this year alone. These 

project have been largely concentrated in Guysborough County, Antigonish County and 

Mainland Nova Scotia in general. Reviewing these projects in isolation results in habitat 

fragmentation and could impact the Mi’kmaq’s ability to utilize their Section 35 Rights.  

 

Further to habitat fragmentation, Mainland Moose remains endangered in Nova Scotia and the 

moratorium on Moose hunting in the Cape Breton Highlands remains. Any habitat adjacent to 

Core Habitat for mainland moose must be considered general moose habitat. Industrial activity 

within moose habitat must be approached with caution and mitigated responsibly. The 

cumulative effects from continued development, including other renewable energy 

developments, forestry, mining, agriculture, and road construction, risk long-term and potentially 

mailto:jeremy.higgins@novascotia.ca
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irreversible impacts to moose populations. These impacts include water degradation and the 

immediate and future loss of secure habitat and safe food sources. Sustained efforts are needed to 

protect the remaining population in Mainland Nova Scotia for the next seven generations of 

harvesters and beyond.  

 

The KMK Archaeological Research Division (ARD) has reviewed the Environmental 

Assessment Registration Document (EARD) for the Sugar Maple Wind Energy Project (Section 

14, pages 208-214), and MEKS. At this time, only an initial desktop Archaeological Resources 

Impact Assessment (ARIA), A2026NS001, has been completed and has been summarized in 

Section 14.1.13. To date, the ARIA is summarized as providing the “environmental, 

archaeological, and historical context of the region” (EARD 2026: 209). At this time, no sub-

surface testing or field reconnaissance has been submitted but is documented that it will be 

completed early in 2026.   

 

Recognizing the proposed project was screened at minimal level and “specific mitigation 

measures will be developed based on findings of the final ARIA” (EARD 2026: 213), KMK’s 

ARD cannot provide a response until we receive a copy of the ARIA Final Report 

(A2026NS001) for review. Mi’kmaw archaeological sites have developed since time 

immemorial and may not be identified from the surface character of the current landscape; one 

cannot conclusively eliminate potential for Mi’kmaw archaeological heritage without subsurface 

testing. 

 

The Maw-lukutijik Saqmaq (Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi’kmaw Chiefs) expects a high level of 

archaeological diligence with evidence-based decisions grounded in an understanding of the 

subsurface environmental data.  We wish to clarify that negative tests and negative evidence are 

considered relevant and important data. The Assembly expects subsurface data, adequate to 

eliminate concern for presence, protection, and management of Mi’kmaw archaeological and 

cultural heritage as part of assessment of potential in advance of any development.  

 

KMK does not represent the communities of Millbrook and Sipekne'katik First Nations. Please 

contact  Consultation Manager at KMK, with any questions.  

 

Yours in Recognition of Mi’kmaw Rights and Title, 

Director of Consultation  

Kwilmu’kw Maw-Klusuaqn  
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C.C.:  

Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 

 Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn 

Gillian DesRoche, Nova Scotia Office of L’nu Affairs 

Doreen Mackley, Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change 

Marc Theriault, Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change 

Sarah Jadot, Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change 

Matt Schumacher, Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change 

Kim Bard, Nova Scotia Environment and Climate Change 
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