




 
 
 
 
 
 

10 December 2004 
 
Mr. Robert Ogilvie 
Curator, Special Places 
Nova Scotia Museum 
1747 Summer Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  B3H 3A6 
 
Re:  Heritage Research Permit A2004NS92 
 
Dear Mr. Ogilvie, 
 
Please find attached a copy of our final report on the historical background study of the 
proposed Walmart site on Starr’s Road, Yarmouth.  If the museum staff concurs with our 
conclusions and recommendations, I would appreciate that a letter be sent to our client as 
follows: 
 
Mr. Scott Sangster 
AMEC Earth & Environmental  
32 Troop Avenue 
Dartmouth, NS  B3B 1Z1 
 
In the event that you or other members of the museum require clarification or additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me at our convenience. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen A. Davis 
President 
 
Cc:   S. Sangster, AMEC Earth & Environmental 
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Mr. Scott Sangster 
AMEC Earth & Environmental  
32 Troop Avenue 
Dartmouth, NS  B3B 1Z1 
 
RE: Archaeological Background Study – Proposed Walmart, Yarmouth 
 
Dear Mr. Sangster, 
 
Davis Archaeological Consultants (DAC) Limited was contracted by AMEC Earth & 
Environmental to conduct an archaeological background study for the proposed site of 
the Walmart in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia in order to identify the level of potential for 
heritage resources within the study area.  This letter is a detailed summary of the research 
conducted by DAC on 8 – 9 December 2004.  This work was conducted under Category 
C Heritage Research Permit A2004NS92. 
 
Study Area: 
The proposed site is located on Starr’s Road in the town of Yarmouth approximately 500 
metres east of the Yarmouth Shopping Centre adjacent to Highway 101.  However, the 
full extent of the development area was not known at the time this study was conducted.  
Historic maps and manuscripts as well as published documents from the Provincial 
Archives and city libraries were consulted.  In addition, the Nova Scotia Museum’s 
database of recorded sites within the immediate area was accessed and Yarmouth County 
Museum’s curator, Mr. Eric Ruff, was consulted. 
 
Historical Background:  
Before the coming of European settlers to Yarmouth County, the area was settled by First 
Nations people who, by the eighteenth century, had made a permanent settlement at 
Milton.  A number of precontact artifacts have been found throughout the county, the 
nearest finds to the study area being at Milton, Pleasant Lake (AlDm-1), Tusket River 
(AlDm-6), and Bunker Island (AkDm-2).1
 
As early as 1521, Portuguese explorers attempted to map the southwest shore of Nova 
Scotia including the area that is now Yarmouth County and named the bay to the north 
Baie Fondo (likely the origin of the name Bay of Fundy).  Throughout the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, the shores of Yarmouth were frequented by American 
fishermen.  Sometime between 1651 and 1656, Charles de LaTour of France received a 
grant of land in Yarmouth County to which he brought several Acadian families who 
settled mainly on the Chebogue and Chegoggin Rivers.  They remained at those  
settlements until the expulsion of their people in 1755, when they moved to other 
settlements in Lake Vaughan, Tusket and Pubnico.2   
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In 1759, Governor Lawrence issued a proclamation to New Englanders to settle a grant of 
100,000 acres in the Township of Yarmouth.  There were 133 names on this grant 
although only 10 of those names recur in subsequent land records for the county.  In 
1761, three families of New Englanders settled the shore of Yarmouth County and in the 
following year, there were 85 individuals (17 families) reported to be living in Yarmouth 
although the principle settlement was at Cape Forchu and along the Chebogue River.3
 
The first roads in the county were laid out in 1768 and included a roadway running along 
the shore to Bunker’s Island in the present town of Yarmouth.4  By 1787, a map of the 
town lot had been produced showing the land grants within it.  Several grants were made 
in the vicinity of the development area including a 581-acre grant to Joseph Pitman which 
is likely the land the development area is situated on.5  However, there is no indication as 
to which, if any, of these grants were settled.  Starr’s Road had been laid out by 1821, 
indicating that settlement had been taken up in the present town, and the road was then 
known as Pitman’s Road.  The only house along Pitman’s Road at that time was Jacob 
Killam’s located on the south side of the road about one kilometre west of the 
development area.6  The 1834 Great Map of Nova Scotia shows no residences or 
buildings within the development area.  The nearest settlements to the study area were at 
the head of the Chebogue River and at Squirreltown (now Brooklyn).7   
 
There are no land grants made by the crown indicated on the Crown Land Grants Map for 
the development area (Figure 1).8  Ambrose F. Church’s map of the county of Yarmouth 
published in 1871 shows several residences in the vicinity of the development area, 
notably those of A. Pitman, T. Allen, C. Dugan, D. McMullin, P. Cuff, J. Kenney, and G. 
Thompson.  By this time, the road was known as Starr’s Road (Figure 2).9  A bird’s eye 
view of Yarmouth town in 1889 shows that, although Starr’s Road extended to the 
development area, it was located outside the built limits of the town and the land is 
forested.10  The development area does not appear on Fire Insurance Maps prior to 
1955.11   
 
Historic documentation suggests that it is unlikely that heritage resources exist within the 
development area.  Therefore, no further archaeological investigation of the area in 
question is recommended.  However, in the event that such resources are encountered 
during ground disturbance, it is recommended that the Nova Scotia Museum be notified 
so that appropriate mitigation can be instituted.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stephen A. Davis 
President  
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Figure 1: Original Crown Land Grants in Yarmouth County.   

 

 
Figure 2: Ambrose F. Church’s map of Yarmouth County, 1871. 

DAVIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANTS LIMITED 
6519 OAK STREET  •  HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA  B3L 1H6  •  PHONE / FAX (902) 444-2854  •   

E-MAIL: darch@hfx.eastlink.ca 



Endnotes and References Cited  
                                                           
1 NSM database of recorded sites.  Sources: Pleasant Lake, Erskine 1958; Tusket River, Davis A1987NS7; 

Bunker Island, Christianson and Davis A1987NS7.  
2 Campbell, Rev. J. R.  1972.  A History of the County of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.  Belleville, Ontario: Mika 

Studio.  Pp. 21-25.  Originally published in 1876; Haliburton, Thomas Chandler.  1829.  A Historical and 
Statistical Account of Nova Scotia.  Volume II.  Halifax, Nova Scotia: Joseph Howe. P. 178;  Sweeney, 
E. M.  1993.  From Little Boats: A Short History of the Township of Yarmouth.  Tantallon, Nova Scotia: 
Four East Publications Ltd.  Pp. 5-6. 

3 Campbell, op. cit., pp. 26-32; Sweeney, op. cit., pp. 7-11. 
4 Campbell, op. cit., pp. 60-61. 
5 A Plan of the Township of Yarmouth Surveyed by Samuel Goldsbury, Deputy Surveyor.  1787.  PANS 

230-1787. 
6 Farish, James C.  1971.  Yarmouth 1821.  Yarmouth, Nova Scotia: Yarmouth County Historical Society.  

Pp. 38-39.  Originally published in 1892 in Yarmouth Herald. 
7 MacKay, William.  1834.  Map of the Province of Nova Scotia including the Island of Cape Breton.  

PANS A2(7) and B12(7).;  Ruff, Eric.  Curator, Yarmouth County Museum.  Personal communication, 
10 December 2004. 

8 Department of Natural Resources.  1952.  Crown Land Index Sheet #3. 
9 Church, Ambrose F.  1871.  Topographical Township Map of Yarmouth County, Nova Scotia.   
10 Yarmouth, Nova Scotia 1889.  PANS V7/239-1889. 
11 Goad’s Fire Insurance Plans for Yarmouth County 1891-1955.  PANS Micro. 

DAVIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANTS LIMITED 
6519 OAK STREET  •  HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA  B3L 1H6  •  PHONE / FAX (902) 444-2854  •   

E-MAIL: darch@hfx.eastlink.ca 




