
Wood for Construction  
and Heating in  
Public Buildings

The Province of Nova Scotia is making wood construction and 
heating with wood a priority in public buildings.

Direction to government departments

All provincial government departments are looking for every opportunity to use local wood 
materials and byproducts, including innovative new uses where applicable. These include 
lumber, mass timber, wood pellets, biomass, biofuels and other products made with wood 
that’s leftover from sustainable harvesting and sawmilling.

Rationale

This focus on wood products supports goals to enhance markets, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and move Nova Scotia to a low carbon economy. It also aligns with the Nova Scotia 
Loyal Program, encouraging the use of local resources to strengthen the provincial economy, 
support the forestry sector, and reduce reliance on imported alternatives.

Implementation

Government departments will collaborate with the departments of Natural Resources and 
Public Works to prioritize the use of these wood products in new construction, renovation and 
conversion from oil to wood heat in public buildings. They will also prioritize use of wood where 
applicable in projects external to government that are fully or partially funded by government.

Short term actions include:

•	 Review the design manual and procurement policies for government buildings to 
incorporate sustainable wood practices to ensure wood heating and construction are 
considered as per the National Code and the Nova Scotia Provincial Building Codes.

•	 Review provincial design requirements to remove barriers to using wood in public 
procurement policies and infrastructure projects.

•	 Amend provincial design requirements that prevent wood use and allow mass timber and 
biofuels to be accepted as equivalents or alternatives to non-organic and non-combustible 
construction and heating applications.   

•	 Include terms and conditions in provincially funded projects (i.e. nursing homes, etc) to 
utilize local wood materials and byproducts, where applicable. 



Ongoing actions include:

•	 Convert fossil fuel heating systems in public buildings to wood heating systems where 
possible.

•	 Expand the use of modern, efficient wood-fired heating systems in public buildings and 
district heating projects. 

•	 Support the bioeconomy sector capacity building and the industrial development of 
biofuels, bioplastics, and other high-value bio-based products from residual wood.

•	 Conduct research studies on carbon modelling and lifecycle analysis of wood-based 
materials.

•	 Collaborate with research institutions and industry stakeholders to advance technological 
innovations in the provincial bioeconomy sector. 

Wood materials and uses

Mass timber products are solid, structural load-bearing components such as columns, 
beams, and panels, typically manufactured by fastening multiple layers of wood together with 
glue, dowels or nails, and are engineered for high strength. They have similar fire and seismic 
performance to concrete and steel but are significantly lighter in weight and outperform 
traditional light-frame wood construction. 

Biomass is organic material derived from plants, animals and microorganisms that can be 
used as a source of energy. It includes wood, agricultural residues, manure, food waste and 
algae. Biomass is a renewable resource because it can be replenished through natural growth 
and biological processes.

Wood pellets are small, cylindrical pieces of compressed wood made from sawdust, wood 
shavings or other wood waste. They are a form of biomass fuel commonly used for heating, 
electricity generation and industrial energy production.

Biofuels are renewable energy sources from organic matter (biomass) such as plants, 
agricultural crops, forestry residues or animal waste. They are used primarily as alternatives 
to fossil fuels in transportation, heating and electricity generation.

District heating is a system for distributing heat generated in a centralized location (such as 
a biomass plant, combined heat and power plant, or industrial facility) through a network of 
insulated underground pipes to multiple buildings for space heating and hot water.


